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WHEREIN | 


"The Nature and Necelsity of itis diſcovered, 


As al, The Chriſtian dineced how he thay perfoem it | 


4 Religions Duties, . 
A\Natural Actions, SY 1 
Ia kr Particular Vacation, - 4 
His Family Diretfions, aud, ops © 
His own Recreations. «., 


dt 


A. 


FE 


ut Great-Kimbet in che County of Bucky. _ - 3 s 3 Y, 


—— ———_ KA CS. 


Non dormientibus provenit rogrum cevlorums nec ovie & debdia rorp 
beaziruds* Xrernitacis ingerigurs a nr 6. 


FR” "Ix 


= 
by 


_Lake 2, 49: 1 ye no that de about my 


— 


£20257 #7 0 

DPEZEXRY JO 

*Hugr 33 44 minds © on begoieg indo, anc} | 

LON UON, Priced us W. for Doyman c 75 L 
. - Hear the peu gue © 200 


AS 


Of Hampden in Buckfnghamſhite, Eſqz 
— Andto the Honourable Lady, 


LzaTtiTia HamreDan,. 
His vertugus Conſort, 


KEE AT J- S1H0U gh Philoſophers difference 1 deira + 
[EY 223.) Mas eſpecially from Brutes, * 
by his chief narural quality, 
Sogfins yet ſore 'Dirvines 


ligion: [a 


ſential diſtintion.. Whatcan bem 
nalchaa the el ma, tol 


mom 


chief good to be embraced-- -the rſt cauſe to 
wicdged,anc - {c who were & A 
Ve all forkathi Pering ive ;Holly 
giving Up -our" ſouls and bodies Gy 
Goa is call'd 6ur reaſonable ſacrifice, Ro.1 2.2. 
Thoſe that are irreligious; are termed wireaſon- 
able,2 Theſſ<3. 2. Indeed Atheiſts are bur Beaſts, 
| ſhap ed in the proportion, and dreſt i in the babirs 
of. Menatois impoſsible | for man to manifeſt 
more want of -yeaſo#, thih in wandring from 
(Fod, the Fountain of his being, & the Well. 
ſpring of all his bleſſedneſs, Who ever, unleſs 
bereft of bis wits,'& diſtrafted, would murther 
his body, much leſs his precious ſoul for 
ever? As ſoonas ever the Prodigal came to 
bimſelf,he came to his father: "T'was a cleat fi "a 
he had loſt his reaſon,when heleft bread in 
fatbers houſe for bucks amongſt ſwine.Mens hearts 


naturally are (like Nebuchadnezzars) the bearts * 


of beaſts, grazing only in fleſhly Paſtures, and 
Jawowing only ſenſual pleaſures, till their reaſon 


nacth: to! them; then they bleſs and honour the 


high God,' who lirveth for torr, Dan. 4. 34. 
m+ rhey -mind Spiritual damtics, and relliſh 


with” Angeli.” 
Partly 


j The ; erm are fellow-com- 
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"Partly, becauſe Religion is the exd and ex- 
cellency* ofthe Rational creatwe, of which 
Brutes are' wholly incapable': Brutes were 
made to ſerrve God, Men only to worſhip him. 
The Jewiſh Talmud propoyndeth the queſti- 
on, Why Ged made man juſt on the evening be- 
fore the $ abbath? and 'giveth'this anſwer, That 
he might-immediately enter upon the ſanfification 
of Fr ry #" the war ſhis of the eſe God, 
the end for which he was made. Purity or Reli- 
gion was our primiticve,”and therefore muſt 
needs be our principal perfe&tion. All who 
have.any knowledge of the great Crod, will 
exfily grant, that frian was a- cyrious piece, rare 
workmanſhip indeed, when he came immedi- 
ately'out of his Makers hands, it is impoſsible 
but that the Child-muſt be amiable and beau- 
tiful in-a high degree, which was begotten 
by; and'is the piftureof ſuch a Father. | 
 ARecligious life (which conliſtethin ex- 
aking God in our affeQions, as our chiefefft 
d; and in our a&tions,” as our atmoſtend-) 
isthe life of God himſelf ; how bigh;how-no+ | 
ble, how excellent a life doth the bleſſed Gad® © % 8 
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live + Bpb. 4. 18: Others live like Beaſts, 
Devils, rtue Chriſtians only like Angels 
God, above theſe carnal comforts; &&d 
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delights ; The way, of life is-above ;to;the wiſe, 
Prot. 1:5, 24+ Atheilis, like Hedge: ſparrgws, 
Jecling here below, are calily $aken in Satans 
ſnates,& defroycd. When Saints, like Eagles, 
foaring aloft, are frec both from bis ſhor and 
lime-twigs, They are not terrified with the.worlds 
ffr:ghtments, having armour of proof. Thoſe 
that are at the rop of ſome bigh Tower, regard 
+ not the.croaking of Frogs, nor hilsing of Ser- 

* #ents below : like the, Moon atthe full; being 
| Hixed in heaven, they can keeptheir. courſe, 
1:3: cates Uhough Dogs bark at them here on earth:They 

* 974M by are not intangled in the worlds allurements, The 
eo * warldindeed; like a Serpent (ſome write of ) 
when the cannot over-take the fleeing) pal- 

ſengers, doth with ker beautiful colours-ſo 

amaze many,thatthey haye no power $o pals 

away till ſhe hath Rung them ; bucthey ſee 
heremprinels and vanity, under all her paint- 

ing and dawbery. Behides, their eyes behold 

the glorious God in ſome meaſure, in; his 

© brightneſs and beauty, and are: ſo dazled 
LE therewith,that as thoſe that look on che great 
Z.-_—», Auminary ofthe world, in its meridian ſplen- 
_ as, chey. can fee no glory in any thing be- 
earazice,; becauſe the Swn himalelf hath 
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yg when g, {id and filrver, was, brought into 


.Theold Grevianr;who | LY Euſt in Hem. 


on «corns-before, when bread came in-2 


[Þrine.... Th 
| lr and leathera.mo- 


their Lie Wawedeny cooper ” 

Anom. e.only true Chrift mhonbe 
ſeat, whas29ysand files, whavhabirs 

and buuzcflics arethe bongwrs, 20d riches» and 

pleaſares of, this beggazly worlds £0 him? ws. Plat 13.38- 

how doth ke be; fapl &, be-beaſt himlſch for 

doting ſo much-upon.pegious-dicamspand 

gilded nothings/ Now4he is elevated tothe 

top of the Celeſtial Qrbs, even tobeawenyand 

therefore. the whole earth. is date ſaber 

of ground, alittle paint ia his eyed 02exut 

-.. The driving of ahis high; and; heave 

trade, is the fum-and ſublianceotrhis: 

riſewhich I preſent, tag hath: acartoliiane> 

ny of .my ; Gi, Jot che grals4 


c ſons; that 
Onuidam fur- with their 


tive gratias 
agunt, in © FY 
-- &m Z 


ch aleſriont of Yout «i 
eſs, airisthe leaſt, (fince Providendh | 
C gg) pporwugity)fo it is ( next 
requital'[ an! able” 
ng = COT el aby fro. 
mt parts, thoſe that received -1t-oWe-t 


7rd na ev Thong -ootr ooxlon bor dl 


44 Wn nor did Ferertovelia Ty, Dong 
AW; ing«by too much/expertence, that pride will 
I burnand.continue (like the, Elementary fire) 
23 objtlelt. are rn fuel pyerLeftectn'i ir my. 
duty.c0 ſomethings tothe world, for 
rs; Thephaceto which 7 am 
dented; ha nor balf a prone 
wich nging <6 che Milni-. 
N - rn hatbgiven you ſuch come 


paſsion 
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paſcion o ſouls,that you have given me both 
a convenient dwelling, and a canſiderablc 
maintenance ( belides the Tyrhes, above (>. 
venty pound per @nmys, out of your awn in- 
hericance ) that Ienjoy, through the good 
hand of my (Tod upon me,a competent cn- 
couragement, and comfortable employ- 
ment. When others refuſe todraw outtheir 
wrſes ro hungry bodies, the gracious God 
wh enabl'd you both to draw out your purſe 
and hearts unto ſtarving ſouls. Seul-charity is 
the higheſt and nobleſt charity, and fuch fruss 
as will much abound to your account at the dey of 
Chriſt, Phil. 4. 15. Hereby,like wile Merchants, 
ou return your riches intothe other world 
y Bills of Exchange. How much are you 
both indebted to free grace / Uſually the 
richeſt mines are covered with the bar- 
ren earth; and men who reccive nauch from 
God very quietly, (like narrow mouth'd 
glaſſes ) will part with: nothing without 
much ſtir & reluQangy. Cod hath beſtowed 
on you large hears, as well as large inherb- 
tance, Many a Veſlel hath been (unk with 
the weight of its burthen : Some Marrinens _ 
out- of loveta their lading,-have\loft #c 
lives; but God hath A Maſttrs oft 
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as many other /erroants to ) a fair ae.” 

It is-alſo your-bonor,that the Ark the worſhip: 
of the bleſſed rod findeth emeertainment in 
your houſe ; your whole family, though large, 
have ſet-meals daily for their inward man, as 
well as for their.outward :- your children and 
ſer ants are commanded by you to keep the way 
ofrhe Lord; Gen: 18. 15. and, as if your houſe 
were built of Iriſh Oak, which will ſuffer no, 
Spider near it, ns iniquity is allowedto dwell 
in your-Zabernacle.''{ have with much delight 
obſerved your care and conſeience to haye all 
Jour family preſent ar morning and evening 
duties.'-O 'tis bleſſed and beautiful ghir to; 
tichold :alune Charch if @predt boufe 7- Many: 
great perſons'think the company of the ol. 
ria God rob mean for then in'their hues ; 
Relgiviowaiteth at their doors like a 'bep i, 
and cannot obtair-the favotif to be called in, 

whenthe Yermine (as in the 'Eyyptian On. 

of guide; and drinketmep, and Dang refi 
and cat int room of 
iPhe'lervice' Lhe living 
or wi: is thegreat? freedom, they count 
inhbadage card! Feas's' the ſociery of 
nr) orhe® devils 4. 
Dd nm 1: whether is man 
fallen, 
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fallen, that the. company, of his Maket 

ſhould be eſteemed his. diſhonour/ that the 

wor thip of God, which is the preferment of 
glorious Angels, ſhould begudged a diſpa- 
ragement / Ah, how will. their. judgments 

be altered, when they come to'die, to throw 

their laſt caſts for Eternity ! then (as that Po- 

piſh Prelate ſaid of Juſtification. by Faith, 

That it was. $00d (upper-Dottrine,. though nota Sie. Gardin 
| 20:d to break-faſt.on) they will confels, That it og 

[- is g00d to die 11 the Lord; they: will cry.out,0 let 

us die the death of the righteous, and let our 

| latter end be like theirs! how. lightly loever 

now they think of living their lives." The 

Perſian Meſſenger, though an Heathen, could 

| not but obſerve the -worth of piety jn ſuch an 

hour of extremity ; When the Grecian forces ,.... ., 
hotly purſued us, ( laith.he.) and we muſt needs Tre. 
venture oper the great water Strymon;: frozen 


then, but beginning to thaw, when a bundred ta, one fd 
». © wehbadallazd fort, with mine eyes I ſaw. many A 

| of thoſe Gellants,.. wham 1 thad. heard: befone, oo FL, 
| | br Uly maintain, There was no C od, e'Very one upon ; I 
| | their knees, with eyes and hands. lifted wp; bt 


hard or help and mercy. and ents , 


ice might bold till th got aPer. [1 wits 
who now LET godlineſstheir heartgand 
B2 - houles, 


X #.- 4 
py _ 


— 
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houſes ( as if ir were only an humour, taken 
up by ſome preciſe perſons, who will aceds 
be wiſer thancheir neighbours, and, Galba- 
like, fcorm at them who fear or think of 
death) when they themſelves cometo enter 
the liſt with the King of Terrors,& perceive in 
earneſt, rhat this ſhely Sergazat Death will 
not be denied, but away they muſt into the 
other world, and be ſaved or tormented in 
flames for ever, as they have walked after the 
Jhirit or after the flech hers ; without queſtion 
rhey will change their note, ſing another 
neatn es Abba rare, and Tay as dying Theophilus did of de- 


—_ 


apr ba: vout Arfenius, Thouart bleſſed, O Arſenius, who 
oculex baniſh always this bexr before thine eyes. 


Bib, Par. Bleſſedbe Ciod,ye walk not inthe vicious 
ways of fach voluptuous wretches , but ro 
thejoy of all that know and love you, ſit like 
- wiſe Pilots in the bindermoft parc of the Ship, 
MY dwell in the meditation of your deaths, and 
3 hence endeavonr to Feer the Yeſſel of your 
= | eonverfarions aright. "'Crive me leave (Ho- 
-, > -  wored Friends) outofthe unfeigned reſpect 


hich [bear'to you borh, (which ifT know 
Wo heart, is nor fo much for the fa- 
E  + * wearsreetived fromyon, thoogh I ſhall ever 
ITE, .{ WT 3 bas tb 05 | . 

>. ackvtowtedpethem; bur for what of God 


and 
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and godlinefs I have ſeen in you) to beſeech Jou, 


' that as ye have received how ye ought to walk, 
and to pleaſe God, fo ye would «bound more and 
more, 1 Theſſ.4. 1 . Crod hath done great things 
for you, and (rod expeRteth great things from 
you : Towhommuch is gieven, of them much1ts re- 
quired. Where the Husbandman beſtowerh 
the greatef co, there helooketh forthe grear- 
eft crop. The Rents which your Tenancs pay, 
are ſomewhat an{wcrable co theFiarms which 
they enjoy. Ye have more' obligations to 
ſerve Grodthan others, and morcopportuni- 
ries for his ſervice; and therefore having fair- 
er gales, ſhould fail more ſwiftly chan others 
rowards the Haven of happineſs. Togr tradin 
muſt be ſuitable ro the Talents with which 
ye are entruſted. Perfe&tion will be your re- 
ward, and proficiency is yaur work. | Hea- 
rvenly mindedneſs and Humility, which-are the 

«greateſt glory of our Englich Crentry, are ex- 
cellenrhelps ro growth in grace; Chi 
that feed.on asbes cannot rhrwve. Silly Piſmares, 

that cominually buſie themſelves abourrheic 
hoards and heaps of earth, nevergrow big- 
ger. Indeed great perſons are' rk bins. 
cemptations : Fle will firiverofafteaapon 
the ſweeteſt Conſerrves, ' Thelongelt Robes 

Ai B 3 | 
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are re apteſtto contract molt ditt... Satani(as 
ſome write of the Iriſh totaketheirencmits) 
| diggeth trenches.in-the earth! (as it were) & 
-coverethr!the furfaceof it with the green turfs 
. of carnal comforts and contentmencs: which 
meritreading-upon, and:taking to be: firm 
'sreund/fall into theirruine.,Bur yourfight 
- of the gliry to be revealed by the proſpeive 
glaſs of faith: wall help you o wink more on 
thee wichcring vanities: Ah;ahat a muck- 
heap. tor that isallche wealth of this lower 
world!;Naturaliſts tell-us,thatthe Loadsſtone 
willnot:draw.in the preſence of the Diamond. 
; $ureT-amythe world; notwithftanding all its 
- pompand pride, glory & gallantry; hath but 
-litele- influence upon Chriſtians, when; they 
+ bebold their undebiled: inheritance Hamiliy 
Ky -is alſo helpfulto proficiency in-holineſs;; the 
> lifey-mowntams are barren, when the low vallies 
abound 'in corni As the Spleen {welleth, the 
3 (Whole. body. conſumeth 3. as pride oroweth, 
Ee” thenew.tmandecayeth; This high wind raiſeth 
EE :ſirangecempeſts inthe ſoul *- ie giveth grace 
” 2: 6Y tothe bumble, 1:Pet. 5:6. Cr0d _ theſe 
Eat. oe High -mine/inthelone arts of the earth, 
s RE Foes Ts Tho tang whole. roerts 
wm inthe 45" bear fruit, when corn 


and 


4 | y 
neſs inthe mabiierof handling, wiſhnitke 
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and graſs wither : Chriſtians hke the Sun in 
che'Zenith, muſt ſhew leaſt,” when” at. the 
higheſt ;” and as branches fully laden, bend 
the more downward. Why ſhould the mud- 
wall (well, becauſe the Sun {hineth on it > We 
may ſay of every- mercy and" excetlency we 
enjoy, as the Prophet of his hatcher, Ala, Ma- 


#8 a&# WW 


it acceptable'toyou. 1 cond with theface's 


The Rpiſile Dedicorory. 


Rh 


———————— 


6 i "gf » 


Lord Payit. 


Plutarch. 


hy Aba 


whoſe happigeſsjc is 
rq inherit your Anceſtars 
graces, a5 Tell as their 
riches, Tt was counted a 
great honour to the Fa- 
mily of -the ;Curio's, that 
there were three exce]- 
lent Orators in it one af- 
rer another; and to rhe 
Family of the Fab#, that 
there were- in jt- three 
Prefidenes of the Senate 
ſacceffively: It-is your 
gy ro deſcend nox on- 
of a Father, who walk- 
W with God,: and of 2 
'Grand- tather, who(ic is 
hoped ) died in the faith; 
bur alfo ofa great Grand- 
facher, who y_ Lf Go 
for erving i ll 
induc exerstion. The 
poſtle { oP hedge to 
of Tin 


cerning 


5Y 5 fr hr 


os. Sir, to your favourable . 
— che. FYE, 


| nothing. The Jews indeed 


* Madam, to your fair 
hands, who are.g braagh 
of a Noble & Honours- 
ble ſtock ; bur your birch 
from above, is your pre- 


ſera; greateſt credir, and 
will be.your facure chief- 
eſt cqmfare, —_— 
muſt derive his pedi 

from the gods, or elſe be 
thinkerh himſelf ignob 

borg:T o be born of 74 
to have heavenly blood 
ranging in your veins, co 
be the Spouſe of . the 
deareſt Saviour, to have 


gures)amount to milli- 
ons in an bour of death, 
and dreadful day of judg- 
ment, when civil and az- 
rural priviledges (though 
now favours Mad, 
for cyphers, and nifie 


tell us that women are of 
an inferiour cr 

therefore ſuffer them nor 
to center their Syngs- 


, bin appoint them 
Spent galleries 
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did not run only in the 
maſculine race z your ten- 
der Mother was like Dor- 
cas, full of good works, 
and a dutiful Daughter 
co the Father of mercies ; 
and your honoured 
Grand-mother, yertalive, 
is an old Diſciple of the 
holy Jeſus. O how much 
are you bound co the 
Lord, that grace ſhould 
thas run in a blood? Boleſ- 
laus K. of Poland, when 
he was to ſpeak or do 
any thing of concert 
ment, would take our a 
liccle picture: of bis Fa- 
thers, that he carried a- 
bout him, and kiſſing it, 
would ſay, 1 wiſh 1 way 
ſpeak or do nothing at this 

time unworthy thy name. 
Sir,itis your priviledge 
ofO reap the benefit of 
their precious prayers z 
and your piety, more 
and more to imitate 
their gracious patterns. 
How exaQly ſhould you 
walk, having ſuch lights 
(lonear) to dire& you? 
And 


galleries . without z 'bur 
theyſpeak more-truly & 
wiſely, who call women 
the ſecond edition of the 
epirome of the world, Souls 
have no ſexes; in Chriſt 
there is neither wale nor 
female, Perlevere (hono- 
red Lady ) in your pious 
courſe, to confure thoſe 
—_ carkaſſes, who 
pend all their time in pri» 
ding and pleaſing their 
brietle fleſh, and negleR 
their immortal ſpirits, to 


publiſh tothe world, char 


greatneſs and goodneſs 
are not inconſilteat.  O 
'cis a rare and lovely fight 
to behold Honour and 
Holineſs matched and 
married, lodging and li- 
ving together : As a Dia» 
moad well ſet ina om 
Ring, is moſt ſparkling 3 
and as light in Stars of 
the greateſt magnitude, is 
moſt glorious and ſhin- 
ing ; fo grace is often 
moſt amiable in 

that are moſt honourable, 
The exceeding advan- 


C tage 
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And how «@ccurately 
thonld you' write in eve- 
ry line- of your life, ha- 
ving ſuch: fair copies be- 
fore your eyes: It 1s no 
ſmall. advantage like- 
wiſe, 


tage your Ladiſhip hath 
(this way ) of doing God 
mach ſervice, is an a- 
wakening argument to 
endeavours after much 
ſanctity: It is a farther 
encouragement, 


that you are joyned to a loving Yoke-fellow, 
who will draw equally with you in the road 
to Canaan : That you may both walk in the day 
of your lirves like Zacbariah and Elizabeth, (that 
Peerleſs pair, as one calleth'them ) in all the 
commandments of the Lord blameleſs , that when 
the night of death ſhall over-rake you, you 
may expire like the Arabian Phoenix, in a bed 
of | wett Spices ( the graces and comforts of 
the Spirit, leaving a ſweet ſavour behind 
you) that your children may be heirs to your 
ſpiritual riches, and ſee the eternal felicity of 

od's choſen: And that your houſe may 
throughout all Crenerations be known by 
this name, Jebovab Shammab, The Lord is there, 
is the deſire, and fhall be the prayer of, 


Towr ſervant for 
, Jeſus ſas, 
GroORGE SWINNOCK. 
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TO THE 


EE AD ER; 


ESPECIALLY 


Ofthe Pariſh of Great-Kimbel jn the 
County of Bucks. 


& E who doth but exerciſe his reaſon in con- 
fidering the infinite colt which the glori- 
ous God: hath beſtowed in ercQing the 
(tately fabrick of Heaven and Earth, and 
S256 the curious workmanſhip which he hath 
SS U! - diſcovered in the ſeveral creatures which 
are the Inhabitants of the higher and lower Houle, ( cau- 
fing his Almighty Power, embroidered Jiſdom, and un- 
ſrarchable Goodneſ# to gliſter and ſparkle far more glori- 
ouſly in them, than the Stars in the cleareſt night, or-the 
Sun in his noon-day brightneſs ) will cally grant me his 
Aſertion, That this great Landlord of the world muſt needs 
© diſerve and expett a conſiderable rent of hot: -ur and ſervice 
ſamerwbat ſuitable to the vaſt charge he bath ber at. Who 
can be fo bruitiſh as to conceive, that the On'y wiſe God 
ſhould take ſo mach pains, as with infinite counſel to 1con- 
trive the goodly frame and comely ſiruQture of his- viſible 
Crcation from all Eternity, and by his Onmipotent arm 10 
give it a bcing, and not iatend that his boundl{s.excelley- 
cies and valt perfeions, - written in ſuch a fair pgines and, 
large charaQters, ſhould be admired and adorgd;; That, man ,.. 
is the perſin defigned to give him his due and deſerved praiſe, 
C 'Y is 
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is the n:xt unqueſtionable conceſſion, no other_of God's 
vilible works being capable of his worſhip. Ludeed mans ſight 
is ſo bad, that he can (ce little of that beauty which appeareth 
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ſee nothing at all. 

Why ſhould God create man with a rational ſpiritual 
foal, and chercby capacitate him-for ſo noble a ſervice as 
the pleaſing and praiſing himſelf, if he had not intended 
him for this purpoſe ? Brautiſh principles would have becn 
ſufficient to have fitted him for bratiſh praftiſer ; if God 

- had made him to eat, and drink, and ſleep, and wallow in 
the mire of carnal contentments, the foul of a beaſt might 
have ſerved his turn. It is impoſſible 'that ſuch. an intelli- 
gent workman ſhould infuſe ito our fleſh Angelical ſpi- 
rits in vain, and not appoint us to ſome honourable work 
anſwerable to the excellency of our natures and beings. 
Some of the wiſer Heathen have gathered from the ten- 
dency of mans countenance towards heaven , that he is 
more noble, and born to higher things, than like a mo- 
ving carkaſs to be buried alive inthe earth. Thofe who to 
help the weak eyes of nature, have the ſpeRacles of Scri- 
pture, cannot but ſee more into mans excellency and his 
end. It is written in ſuch broad letters in the Word, That 
God formed man for this purpoſe, namely, to ſhew forth bis 
praiſe, that he who runs may read it. But alas, alas, what 
is become of man * Well may God call to him, Adam, where 
art thos 7 Man, where art thou? He who'ere while, like a 
Star, keeping aloft in the firmament of Heaven, did glitter 
and ſhine moſt brightly, to the amazement of all his be- 
holders, now declining from that pitch, and falling to the 
earth, as a Comet, doth vaniſh and diſappear. He who 
was the worlds Lord, is now its ſlave and vaſſel: He who 
was the Maſter of wiſdom, 15 now ſent to ſchool to the 
very beaſts, to learn of them underſtanding : He who 
was wnſpeakgbly bleſſed in his love to, delight 1, and com- 
on with the fountain of bis being; 1s now miſerably 
cured 'in his contrariety to, and deviation from tbe Ocean 


in the glaſs of the world, but beaſts 2re ftarkblind, they can 
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of his happineſs. Ah this image of Heaven 1s become the vi- 
zard of hell though this Princely creature was made to 
be company for his Maker, to fland as an Angel almays in bis 
preſence, and attend his noble” pleaſure, yet look how like 
a pitiful Lacquey he runs ſneaking after the drofſie world, 
and dreggy fleſs, as bis Lords, Though Religion were firli 
in God's intention, yet it's laſt in mans execution. Things 
without reaſon honour God in their ſtations, They obey his 
will, Creatures without fſenſc do him ſervice; they kee 
within the bounds which he hath ſet them, and fulfill thoſe 
ends for which he made them. Mine band hath laid the 
foundation of the earth, and my right hand bath fpand the 
heavens , when I call to them, they ſtand up together, Iſa. 48, 1;. 
Nay, theſe inanimate. creatures are ſo compliant with his 
pleaſure, that they will thwart their own nature to ſerve 
his honour. Fire will deſcend, ( as on Sodom ) and water, 
though a fluid body, ſtand up like a folid wall, ( as in the 
Red-ſca) if he do but fpeak the word. But man, who is moſt 
indcbted to his Creator, degenerateth moſt of all; when his 
inferiours, Beaſts, and his ſuperiours, Angels, are lyal ſervants, 
he proves a rebelliows ſubjed. | | 

They who ever had any real ſenſe of the worth of im- 
mortal ſouls, and any fcrious conlideration of the weight 
of their unchangeable eſtates in the other world, cannot bur 
be affeted with the madneſs of multitudes, who turn their 
backs upon the bleſſed God, their greateſt and only Friend, 
as if he weretheir greateſt and only Foe. They who have 
talted God to be gracious, and know what fellowſhip with 


® Jeſus Chriſt meaneth, who have rejoyced in their preſent 


gracious priviledges, and hope of their. future glorious poſ- 
leffion, cannot but wonder and pity at that folly which 
many are guilty of, in diſeſtecming the noble concernments 
of their precious ſouls, and diſtating that honourable pre- 
ferment, and comfortable employment of walking withthe 
bleſſed God. How greedily do men graſp the ſmoak of 
earthly vanities, which will wring tears from- their eyes, 
and then vaniſh into nothing ! 

Who 
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Who can ſufficiently bzmoan it, that man who is capable 
of, and created for ſo high an honour, and ſo heavenly an 
exerciſe, as to ferve his Maker here, and to enjoy him here- 
after, Thould all his time, like an Hog, be digging and rooting, 
in the earth, and not once look up to heaven in earncſt, t1]l 
the knife is put to his throat, that he cometh to die, and en- 
ter into the other world ! 

What a decal of pains doth the Spider take in weaving her 
web to catch flies! ſhe runneth much and often up and 
down, hither and thither ; ſhe {pendeth her (ef, wearing 
out and waſting her own bowels to make a curious cabinet, 
which when ſhe hath hniſhcd and hung aloft, in the twink- 
ling of an eye, with the ſweep of a bclom is thrown to the 
ground, and her (clt deftroyed in it. Thus filly are many 
men; how do they cark and care, toil and moil for this 
world, which they mult lcave for ever; they waſte their 
time and ſtrength to increaſe their heaps, when on a ſudden 
all periſhcth, and thernſelves often with it, 

Reader, if thofi art one of theſe Moles, who live ia the 
earth, as their clement, carking and caring chiefly how to 
exalt ſelf, and pleaſc the fleſh ; anſwer God theſe four Que/ti- 
ons, Which from him I ſhall propound to thee. I ſhall allow 
thee to be thy own Judge 3 only I rcquelt thee for the fake of 
ehy precious foul to ponder them with all ſcrioulncſs ; 
pollibly through the bleſſing of God they may make thee 
wiſe to ſalvation. 

Queſt. 1. Art thou not convinced that the true and living 
God made thee a rational creature, and hath ſerved thee in all 
thy days with enumerable mercies,epon a nobler deſign, and for 
a1 bigher end, than the gratifying thy fleſh and (inſirive appe= 
tite, "and following thy p.:rticular caling, and minding ſublunary 
vanities * Friend, what ſay'ti thou? do not muzzle the 
mouth bf conſcience, but give it leave to ſpeak its mind 
freely art not thou fatistied fully in this weighty truth, 
That” the mighty | Poſſ ſſor of heaven and earth created thee, 
and preſetvetb thee to worſhip, bonour, and enjyy himſelf ? It 
thou art convinced, as it's impoſſible but thou ſhouldſt, un- 
leſs 
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les thou art a beaſt in the ſhape of a man, . Why then doth 
thy life every day give thy conſcience the lie? Doft thou 
not live without God ? Is not Religion thy blirden and thy 
bondage? Hath-not the world the top and cream of thy 
heart, and time, and ſtrength? How often dolt thou put 
God off with the world's {craps and leavings ? How little 
is God in all thy thoughts ? Is he not forbidden thy heart ? 
Nay, doſt thou not daily proclaitt” open 'war againſt, him 
by thy prophanencſs and atheiſm, as it. he had not the leaſt 
right tothee, nor thou the leaſt dependance on him; and 
all this againſt the convictions of thine own conſcience ? 
Friend, doſt thou know what thou doſt > Why thou put- 
telt thy finger into the very eye of Nature ? The eye of the 
body 15 a tender part, but how tender is the eye of thy 
foul? yet thou art all this while endeavouring to put" out 
the eye of thy very ſoul. Believe it, fins againit Natzre are 
of a crimſon colour : for thy converſation to contradia 
continually thy very conſcience, will bring upon thee dread- 
tul vengeance. 

eſt. 2. Anſwer me again, Is nz the Bleſſed. God worthy 
of all thy fervice and honour ? Doth he not deſerve all thy love, 
and fear, and truſt, all thy time, and ſtrength, and wealth, and 
infinit-ly more ? From whom came they but from him ? and 
ro whom ſhould they be given but to him ? Art thay 
not bound to him by millions of engagements ? Art thou 
not the work of his hands? Doſt thou not lie at his 
mercy every moment ? Cinlt thou live, or move, or 
breathe without him ? Can he not as eaſily frak thee 
with fury, as ſupport thee with mercy; turn thee into 
hell, as warn thee ofhell ? O think of that place, The God 
in whoſe hands is thy breath, thou haſt not glorified, Dan. 5. 
23. Alas, alas, man, though thou makeft no reckoning of 
pleaſing God , but baniſheſt him thy heart and houſe, 
as if his company were a burthen, yet know , that by 
breath is in his hands continualy , if he do but ſhut his, 
hand, thine eyes will be no longer open, but thy mouth 
quickly ſtopt with carth. Ah, how ſooncan' he take —_ 
tnat 
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that airy diffcrence between ſleep and death / He can wink 
thee wto the other world, and /ook thee intg the 'un- 
quenchable Lake ; By the breath of God they periſh, and by 
the” breath of his noſtrils they are conſumed, Fob 4. 8. 1f thou 
dependeſt altogether upon another man tor thy livelihood, 
thou wouldeſt think he deſerved thy ſervice, and that ic 
concern thee to pleaſe him. O how highly doth it con- 
cert thee to worlhip and honour the Almighty God, in 
whoſe hand is thy livelihood, life, and everlaſting weal 
or woe! Ah, did(t thou but know what perteRtions are in 
him, and how indiſpenſably thy dependance is every minute 
upon him, thou wouldſt wonder, at thy folly and madnefs 
in lighting him, and make it thy principal buſine(s to glo- 
rifie and'\cnjoy him, | 

@meſt. 3. In the next place tell me, Is not thy conſcience 
convinced, That God is in all refpets the beſt Maſter, bis wor- 
ſhip the beſt work , and his pay the beſt reward ? Haſt thou 
not knocked many time at the creatures door, entred in, 
fat down, and fed on ſuch fare as it had to ſet before thee ; 
and after all, gone away as empty and unſatisfied as thou 
cameſt ? Haſt thou not found by experience, that the 
Creature keepeth a poor pitiful houſe; that they who 
run to it with heads full of hopes, return back with 
hearts full of heavineſs : and ſhall no Jearning teach thee ? 
Man, man, where is thy reaſon ? Haſft thou no eyes to* be- 
hold the rottenneſs of the world's ware, becauſe it's glazed 
over with gaudy dyings? Shall the ſweet -breath of this 
alluring Panther ſtill bewitch thee , notwithſtanding all 


his deformity and uglincſs, vanity , and emptinels, lo.* 


as to get thee within his power and deſtroy thee ? Dot 
thou not ſehandreds before thine eyes, of the world's 
chief favourites, whom ſhe dandled on her knees, 
and was very fond of, hurried in haſte into the other 
world, leaving all her gifts behind them , and not 
a button the better for all her fondneſs and fooleries ? 
Didſt "thou neyer obſervc, how the Ilcaveth her lovers 
in the arch, and like a falſe\ decenful iri.nd =_ 
C akes 
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delights will be clouded , thy freſheſt lowers will be wi- 
thered , and thy greateſt candles extinguithed ,vand keave 
only afſtink bchind them : Believer, death will fcarch ehec 
to the quick, 'and try to purpoſe what | mettal chow 'are 
made of. When thon comeſt to lye upon thy ſick bed;,' arid 
thy wealth, and honours, and relations,and and heave, 
ſhall fail thee, what will become of thee; if God be not 
the trengrh of thy hearr, and thy'portion for-ever'?; Whac 
will hedoto look death in the face, *upon-whotr the "jea- 
lous God: ſhall frown? We read in Epiphantii#\;' of a Bird 
called Charadriw, that being brought into the room where 
one lycth fick, if. he look on the lick perfon with a fixed 
eye, he recovereth; but if he turn away his eyes from him, 
. he dyeth. Friend, what a miſerable condition will thy poor 
foul be in, when all thy friends and richts ſhall leave ts, 
and the blefſed God himſelf. ſhall not vouchſafe. thee a 
good look , but turn away his face trom-thee ? Surely thy 
diſcaſe will be unto death eternal. Thy fgiends may cax- 
ry thy body to- its grave for a time , but fri Du- 
vils will carry thy to Hell. to remain there 'for 
ever and ever: Religion indeed is like the Rone 
lapis, which will ſhine brighteſt in the dark ofdeath. The 
truly Rebgious , may launch into the Oc&n'of (eternity, 
and fail to their everlaſting harbor, as the Alexendrian 
ſhip came into the Romaey haven, 'with 'top and ppt 
lant, with true comfort, and undaunted courage 
death come when it will , he can bid it welcome. + Death is 
never ſuden to a Saint, no gueſt comes unawares to him 
who keepeth a conſtant table; But as when the day dawns 
to us in Ewrope, the ſhadows of the evening -aye ſtretched 
on Afia; fo the day of their Redemption will be-z 
night of deftru&ion to thee: That Jaylor who 
oft their fetters, and ſetteth them at that” liberty , 
will binde thee in chains of darknefs, and hale thee to 
that dungeon of horror, whencg thou ſhalt -never ay 
forth, 1( 11 62A 
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l, \-Poſtbly'Reader , thou art orie of them that haſt heard 
theſe puranted, , and biking tg prey 
;P3quidetice me<&; And:then as E A re- 
udacgither;: L:mufi-hcgot: thee, agupon my bthded 
knees ,2 forthe Lords ſaki , | and as thoid wolildt not have 
then! broughe in: againſt thee at the dreadful day of judgg- 
ment #:Fhat thou put _ : My ans dftnendgrge 
46 wanidutcly into practice; ets ayer 
4$6Godb far abes: is , thei! thin. #rights|t/ be fuved, Dahea 
knew - NN endo fir Stat t:be-efſttual for 
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Fo chings ire not. toys and trifles; but rnatters of infinite con- 
me cernment 3 and-wilt thou flight them? Alas, to be frying 
we in Hell, orliving tn-Heavengfor ever, are of greater-tou- 
eſt ſequence 'than” th Sg "can 'poſhbly conceive. 
Iſt The- weight of thelethi " overburthened feveral 
Ac perfons mmds, thatit hat bees thebg dittractcd and mad; 
a and canſt thou trample them 2s dirt under thy fect, without 
L- . any regard at all ! - 

, - Becauſe F would witogty beboth faithful and hdpfal to 
d thee, -I ſhall eanndfly im the' nate of the blefſed' God. bet 
ſeech” thee, kythour wouldfi leave theſe dyit 'Corntorts; 


d with 's lively courage," to 'mimd and practiſe theſe two 
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2 frog and are foundation : If the Watch be: not” of the 
p right” make , it will neyer go true. He muſt > if the 
4 Spirit who woild walk in the Spirit. © Natui ics 
[ follow the tendency of that body which'is 'predvtginaiit 
f them. ' Stones move downward," Fire' upward, "ach 
walld: be-at 'its-Certer 3 that- which' tloppeth* Either | 
; offereth' violence co it, So it wift be with thee, hy 
life will: be- according to the tendency of thy heart; 1 
that'ibe carnal; and” the 'ficſh'* predominant, fuch -will 
| thy' life be, if thit be changed, and the irit-be' pred6- 
minant in it, thy life will be {piritbal atfo ;' if the Law 
of God- be wiitten/in thy afte&ions, then, * atiel not "till: 
*hen , it will be' legible in thy converſation. O do 
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things are pat away, and. all things | are become new, 
2 Cor. $5. 17- xt. 
O Friend, conſider, that bythe irrecoverable decree and 


ſentence of the living God, None fhall be aved, but tboſe that 


are converted aud renewed; And tor the (ake of thy precious 
Soul, give thy {lt no reſt, till this change be wrought, I af- 
ſure thee, it concerneth thee z for thine everlaſting life or death 
dependeth upon it, Fob. 3.3. Mat. 18.3. Heb. 13. 14+. | 
Be. much with God in Religions duties, Secxet praying, 
reading, and meditating, are great helps topicty, The bot- 
tom of a Chriſtians building is under-ground, and out of 
the wozlds fight ; 'The greateſt part of that trade which a 
Saint.drives with God, is unſeen, -and his returns are un- 
known to the world. Chriſt giveth his ſweeteſt kifles, and 
deareſt embraces to his Spouſe, when ſhe is  aloxe. ' Facob 
met with the bleſſing, when he had parted wich his compa- 
ny, and wreliled fingly with the Ange! of the Covenant : 
Bread eaten in ſecret, bow ſweet #5 it | When God mceteth 
thy Soul in a morning, or evening Prayer,communion with 
kis Majeſty will be ſweet to thee indeed. Y Ir 
Take heed of oryiſſion ofdutics in the Cloſet. The Ame- 
lekite had not caten in three days, who was nigh death, Ie is 
obſerved, that the places under the Line, are not ſo hot as 
ſome places at a further diltance, becauſe, though they have 
the beams of the Sun falling prependicularly, to cauſe a 
moxe. intenſe heat, yet the nights there being longer than 
in ſome gpther. parts, the days/are not. ſo-hot.. When the 
nights are long,the days are very cold ; when there are long 
omiflions of duties, godlineſs will cool. Ah, didſt thou but 
know what many a Saint hath gainedby that hidgen calli 
Iam copielept tau, wouldſt mind.at, whatever thqu did 
omit. Reme -how often and carneſtly |, - urged 
thee to* this duty. , Itis thy priviledge, that though thou 
canlt 'not every day have the ſhowres. of publique Ordi- 
nances, yet mayli thou have the watering-pots of ſeexer 
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bodies, I am fare tofaſt from ſpiritual food, is excceding 
injurious to thy ſoul. - | 
He that runneth into exormities (ag a drunkard, or ſwear. 
er, or edulterer, &c. ) .he ftabbetb his ſoul he that . omit« 
eth daily duties, he ftarveth his ſoul. Now,whiat great dif- 
ference 15 there between the death of the ſoul by ſtabbing and 
by ſtarving, If thy foul dyceterually, it will be little com- 
fort to thee to plead that thou didft not drink, or ſwear, as 
others. O Friend, letno day paſs without ſecret duties ; if 
thou riſcſt in a morning and followeſt thy callingallday, 
and lyeſt down.at night, and never delireſt Gods com- 
pany , or askelt his bleſſing, I would know wherein thou 
doſt God more ſervice than the, Ox or ,Afs ; For ſhame 
Friend; do not; thus phy the beaſt any longer. 
I have mthis Treatiſe endeavoured to aflift thee, by diſ- 
covering the Nature and Neceſlity of making Religion thy 
bufineſs.. T1 cannot but think that the Reaſons which Lhave 
Izid down for this duty, will move any man, who is not xc» 
folved-to make himſelf eternally miſcrable. . It is nomean 
mercy,. that thou mat adopt all thy natural and civil aQti- 
ons 3nto the family of Religion; that though like cy 
they fignifie nothing of themſelves , yet having the figure 
of godlineſs put betorethem, they may ſignific much, and 
Rand for thouſands. . |. |, | 
. Ifhall Reader, only acquaint thee with ſome particulars 
which 1 treat, of 'my the book, and then leave thee and it 
fo the bleſſing of God. I am very large in direQing thee a- _ 
bout the immediate Worſhip of the Lord , as knowing that 
*s,of greateſt weight and worth, No preparation can be toa 

great for, No dewtion can be too gracious in Religious Altions, ay Megeic- 
Amongſt many other Rites and Ceremon'es of the Jews, it de Ritibus 

is related that before the doors of their Synagogues , they drm. 


- an iron plate, againſt which they wipe. and make clean 
47 


ſhoos before they enter,, and that being centred they fit 4 
y fos a ſcafon, not once opeying their, war, be i 

dering with whom they bave to do. Truly jon pred We 
emnly 


ceaneth thee to be. full of reverence, when thou wn 
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*Ththe Reader. 
"folewnlly "m Godspreſence) Think of it, -Ho & « jealous Gol 
and my not be mocked , they that dally with tim,undo thetn- 
ſetves} Serious picty will abundantly proficthee-;” bur edre- 
leſs ſervice wilt highly provoke God, Spiders cobwebs may 
percer be ſuffered 31 a Cottage thai in a RingsPulace. © 

"In the next Pagr eh pcecd to nataral Actions, and then 
to —wirArenl 3 gies which'thy care muſt be'; Hat 
they" exceed xy ir hounds, and that! they taſk ohid 
favour ' Religjon. © ManJrakes if duly taker, is yoo 
phyfick: 3" but ifitmmoderately , it caſts tiito a _ 

als the or it arg Shſn mich pity and 
not toabuſt art fig chem ; Sarum 
efeheth wh age + a daits,/ and 
eth them into thEfrre, OeiFnk tt be thy bu or 
dvis poiſdh to ochets;*will be nouriſhing food tothle. 

" After theſe Tipeak tapirtictiar Callingorthat they might 
be managed fo, as not' ts be hurtful but helpful to-our Le 
haratallngs; F conchudethe Book with 
51 a bu _ ihuft Tearty liar" 

ofiin rhy hooſe'n ; of becef 

Os mid ar wha bona * Thea 
rahſfts obſerve of theEagle, that building neſt bn high, 
ſhes much maligne by' 2 ven6Emous called Paives, 
which becauſe it a reach to the neſt; -witkttF tb the 
witidwird ; Fo 'outite\poiſdn ; abFthe Brkee- 
ing. infected,” ico you be'deftroytd ; but by 

; Pla, Bift.L 3. Way of erat the Exple by a natural inflinct, mY 

b £10, akind inher neſt, which bei mg placed 
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ſabje& , all which exe Jong thou (halt give an account of 

how mexcuſable wilt thoy be if after all choſe warnings thy 
Family be found in; the number of them thatgal} nar on 
God ! Good Lord, how dreadful will it befor thee. to fink 
into Hell with thy whole houſe on thy hack ! , 


And pow Reader, whoever thou art, . qut of affeRion to 
thy precious ſoul and eternal falvation, let me prevail with 
thee not to uſe Religion as men do pertumes, refreſh them- 
ſelves with tham whilſt they have them , but they can well 
cnough be without thergzbut to make it thy chief,and main, 
and principal buſineſs; What ſhall I fay to thee ? Aﬀure 
thy (elf, Religion will be thy beſt friend at laſt, O if thou 
hadſt but the ſame apprehenſions of it now,which thou wilt 
have on a dyiug bed, and day.ct Judgement , thou wouldtt 
make it thine own buſineſs 3 then Religion will be Religion 
indeed,and of infinitely more worth to thee than millions 
of worlds ; All other things will then , like leaves in Au- 
tumn,fall from thee z but though all thy mot loving triends 
will part with thee , Religion will walk with thee in the 
valley of the ſhaddow of death , it will dire and refreſh thee 
in the pleaſant waters of life, and it will prote& and com- 
fort thee in thoſe falt waters of ficknels, and when thou 
paſſi (t the Mare mortuum, the Sea of death. When the world, 
in thy extremity will ſerve thee as the herd do a Deer that 
is ſhot, puſh thee out-of their company. When thy wite and 
children will, ike Orpha to Naomi, kiſs thee, and take their 
leave of thee , Religion will, like Ruth ſtick cloſe to thee , 
wherg thou goeſt it will go; where thou lodgeſt it will lodge; 
6eath it ſelf_ſhall not part thee and it. 

As the noble Grecian anſwered Philip when he asked him 
Whether he was not afraidto die ? No, (aith he, for the Athe- 
nians willgive me a life that is immortal, Thou ſhouldeſt not 
need to DA death z for Religion will give thee a life that 
is immortal. As the old grave Counſcdllors told Rebe- . 
toam, Be thou a ſervant to this people this day, and they will 
be thy ſervant for ever. So fay 1 to thee , Be-rhou but # 

E faith- 


iTo the Reader. 


faithful ſervant to Religion in this ſhort day of thy life , and 
Religion will be thy ſervant to all etergity. 

if thou art refolved ro give thy ſelf up to the ſervice of 
this Noble Miſtriſs, poſlibly this creatiſe may do thee ſome 
little ſervice, by acquainting thee with her will, and di- 
reAing thee in her work. 

If in the peruſal of it thou receiwe any profit , let God 
pre vat: the praiſe, and remember himin thy prayets, 
who is 


Thine inthe Lord, 


George Swinnock, 
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ewo main curſed channels 
Superſtition. In ove of which ll the 
children of men ſwim by nature, and 
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the dead-ſea of Hell, and periſh,” - Which 
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FE Cicey, de nat. 
deorum. 


* Lattant. Inſt. 
Epicurum - 
ſun quem 4 bil 

pudendum pr- 
det, tamen Dt 
um negare pre 
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de verit, 
Chriſt. celig, 
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our enquiry. The waters in the former ſtream are deepelt 
Atheiſm denycth the very beitlg of God : Bur-4o prevent-link« 
ing in theſe waters, Nature her (eIf- hath provided ſome 
$kin-detp bladders; for though there be wy, Acheilts in 
- practice, y;tthatbe no Athcifts 'in, rol The 
"of a Deity wagſo fairly written an the tables of titn 
at firſt, that though it be exceedingly blotted and-Dlurred 
by the fall, yet it 15 ilHegible.: - Thoſe Heathen;as Caligula 
and others who endeavouired to extinguiſh that tandle of the 
Lord, which ſhewed them s firſt cauſe, or being of beings, could 
never accompliſh it. It is a part of that Law which is writ- 
tenin all mens hearts, Rom. 2. 15. The * Orator could (ay, 
That no Nation was ſo. barkarons.o to deny. the being of a God, 
* Telus 'Hitilts, third King of the Rowans, who t rided his 
SY or Numa” 1acrifces 3 laymg; Fu; Religzan did but 
ATA mens minds, did himſelt ( as Lattantins 1n Inſtat. ob- 
| worſhip the god Fear. Idolatry is a clear -proot 
that all men believe a Deity, otherwiſe they would never 
worſhip ( not only the Sun, as the Maſagetes, but ) dead men 
as the Grecdjany,z * whand their. Governours*would: appoint, 
as the Rumans ,, Cats, Dogs, and Horſes, as the Ag yptians, 
and any thing rather than nothing, Though there be, faith a 
learried Author, Nations without Kings, without Lows with ut 
cloaths, yet there are none without'a God. , When man fell, this 
truth ſtood. 

The waters in the lattcr fiream are not fo deep, bat they 
ſcem murs datigerous ;Yor Nature is in (me! reſpeQ,a friend 
to Superſtition, though an enemy to Atheiſm : It would give 
| God ſome worſhip, but 4t'muſt be in 1ts own way. Atheiſm 
+ denicth the being of a Deity ;- Superſtition underminethithe 
authority of God. The Atheiſt would have. no Gpd, the 
Superſtitious would be his own God. his Will, pot 'Gdds 
Word is the rule of, his Worſhip. In this gaiph, hathiqna- 
ny a foul been ſwallowed up : The 4theft turntthto the left 
band, the Superſtitions to the right hand, but he muſt turn to 
neither, that will keep his feet from evil, Prov, 4. ult. 
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The Text preſenteth/us with a Caution agaiuſh the poi- 
ſon of * Swperſtition; and propoundeth to us the golden Medi< * *4buloſam 
um between the two extreams 3 Avoidor refuſe old Wie fa- ar & 
bles, and exerciſe thy ſelf unto godlineſ?, 4 


vocat cam J''a 

. 5 : in ntibus 
di[ciplina vite aliquid excogitat prater .ſacra ſcriptire mentem, Huic opponit cugiferty 
boc eft ver am rxationem colends Deg, ete in loc. Fugiepdum eft jn di[ciplina morals 
1311ds,* fabnloſtum,' boc eft quod ſpetitis babet antiquitatis ſed cum vers Dei cultu non 
corprait,” Idem ibid, + ; 


The ſcope of the Apoſile in this Epiſtle is to furniſh Ti- 
mothy with neceſſary direQtions for, and to fortifie him 
againſt the oppolition he:ſhould meet'with in the work pf 
the Muvſtry: © | | 
In this Chapter Pax! doth prophetically fore-warm Timo- 
thy of, and pradically forc-arm him againſt the Apoliacy of 
the latter times.” ' | F.. 
In it firlt, the Malady is deſcribed, and - 2. The Remedy is 
preſcribed. leg 1 | 
Firſt, The Apaſtaty is deſcribed. 1. By the ſure deteRion of 
itz the Spirit fpeaketh expreſly; had it been doubtful, it.necd 
not have been {o dreadful, but its certain, and therefore calls 
for the more caution. 
2. By the ſeaſon of it, In the latter times, When the world 
groweth old, it will dote and decline z when it comes to 
the bottom, it will run dregs. Its laſt dayes which ſhould 
be beſt, will be its worſt daycs. 
3. By thecauſcs procunng it, Sedxcing Spirits, and Dottrine 
®*#pf Devils, Satan and his Emiſlaries will, like Sampſons Foxes 
carry fircbrands abroad to ſet the world in a belliſh flame. . 
Secondly, The Remedy is pre(iribed, in reference to him(glC 
Something he muſt forbear ; Refuſe prophane and ald wives Tlapaiy. 
fables ; Ifthou wouldſt not ſwim down w_ the - « thoſe = Piſcat, 
apoſtatizing tines, take heed of ſteering thy courle by pro- ; 
phane, hh antient cuſtoms : Refuſe them with ſcorn, — I 
re& them with anger 3 let thy ſpirit riſe, and:thy omagh >» 5 => 
turn at the very fight of ſuch tins. -One way to- prevent Apa» . a 
_ | "EOP 
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The Preface and coherence of the Text. 
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(tacy, is #0 refuſe ungrounded antiquity. The will of the Fa» 
ther of ſpirits, not the waics of the fathers of our fleſh is to 
be the rule of ourwalking. It is well obſerved that God 
in no command but the ſecond { which forbids his Wor- 


thip in any way not a, og by his Word ) threatneth 
t 


ro viſit the fins of the fathers upon the children, becauſe 
fuperftitious Warſhippersare of all men moſt ſtrengthened 
by the Traditions of their Fathers, They will tell us, Shal 
we be wiſer than our Fathers. Now becauſe they are reſolved 
to- fin with their Fathers, God is reſolved they ſhall ſuffer 
for their Fathers. They that will follow their fore-fathers 
in ſin, for ought I know mult follow their fore-fathers to 
Hell. #f Timothy would not ſhare in others. declenſions, he 
muſt forbcar other traditions, Refwſe prophane and old wives 
ables, | | 
4 —_— muſt alſo follow after, Exerciſe thy ſelf wnts 
Gedlinef: This is the ſpecial help which the skilful Phyſict- 


«an appointerh his beloyed paticnt in tho infeRious times 


x0 preſerve his ſoul in health. As a peſtiferous. air is very 

£0 the body; yet for a man. to get, and make it 
his work to keep a found conſtitution will be an excellent 
means to- prevenit infeqion : So an Apolſtatizing os 
people 1s very dangerous to the foul ( fpiritual di arc 
more catching and killing than corporal ) but a ſpiritual 
tabir of a' real fanRtity,, with a conftant care to continue 
end increaſe it , will'be' 2 ſoveraign means to preſerve it 
in ſafety. Bodies without life quickly corrupt and become 
unſavory ;* not {o living creatures; Running waters: arc 
Gweet-and clean, when (tanding ponds putrihe and abound 
in vermine. He that is ever trading and thriving in godli- 
nefvnece not fear, that he ſhall prove a bankrupt ; Carts 


overthrow not going wp bill. 
Timorbyis confiderable in his twofold capacity. 


s. As o Miniſter of Chrift, or in his particular calling, in 


. this reſpeRt ' he muſt exerciſe himſelf to godlineſs. A 


Paſtor muſt not only forme daycs give precepts but every day 
give a parrerr: ta: his people, he muſt not only ipdownd 577, _ 
X aito 
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alſo 3g3«woy6y, not only divide the word rightly, but alfo 
order his converſation aright. ' He muſt, as Nazianzex faid of 
Baſil, thunder in bis dufirine, and lighten in bis life. - $Smgular 


. holineſs is required of choſe that miniſter about holy things : 


as Painters, they muſt teach by their hands, by their lives, as 
well as by their lips. . 

Miniſters- muſt exerciſe themſelves to godlineſs, that is, 
do their dxties with the greateſt diligence. '* They are fome- 
times called the ſalt 'ofi the earth, becauſe muſt waltc 
themſelves to prevent corruption in others, time the 
light of the world, they muſt conſume themſelves, v0. dire&t 
others m the way ta heaven.Gregory obferveth, that the Spirit 
of God appeared in two ped in the ſhape of a Dope, ſigni- 
ſying inhocencys in the ſhape of Fire, hgnihyin aQvity. 
The zcal of God's houſe ( wt the ruſt of idleneſs )*mult car 
the Miniſter upz he muſt be a burning ſhining light, if 
ever he would thaw the frozen hearts of his Kearers : our 
Chwerches ruſt hot be turned into Chappels of eaſe. Chriſt ne 
glectcd his food; fpent his ftxength, wrought (© hard, that 
he was thought to 
Liabonrerr, Souldiers, Watchmen, all which ate laborious 
callings. We are compared to clouds, the clods of the earth 
he till, but the clowds of heaven ave cver in motion, and dil- 
folve themclves to refreſhothers. 

But alas how many fleece their flocks, but never feed 
them, as it their Benetices were fine-crurer. The, Green-lick- 
neſs 15 the Maids, and lazineſs many Miniſters diſeaſe : 
Who is in{tant in ſcaſon'aud out of ſeafon? It was a nota- 
ble ſpeech of Bomiface the Martyr, to one that asked him, 


Mat, $.13,14» 
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' beſide himſelf. We arc called Fiſhers, = ap 
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whether it was lawful to give the Sacramental wine in a veniaur is 
wooden cup, Tine was, when we had wooden Cups and golden *"* 9404 fe- 


Priefts, but wow w* have golden CupY ant wooden Prieſts, 
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2. Imnthy is to be conſidered as a member of Chriſt, or-in 
his, general calling 3 and fo this Exhortation belongs 
to every Chyilttan. | . 


\In,1t we, may obſerve theſe three parts.. ., 

\-I, The ac, Exercjſe, .. , E- 
2. The ſubje& of that aft, Thy ſe/f. 
3, The objx& about which it was to be conver- 


- 11/4, js (Urs nty godlinel, Exerciſe thy ſelf. unto godline 
be EN oe frees he Tere and then by 
down the*DoGrimal truth. ty : 
Exerciſe, ] The word ſignitieth, ſtrip thy ſelf naked ; its a 
Towats. * metaphor trom Runners or .Wreltlers, who being to con= 
Exzerce-ſemel= tend tor.,the prize, and reſolved. to, put forth. all theiy 
os dp. Oreogth and power, lay afide their cloaths which may hiv» 
vexer incumbis 4x them, and then beſtir themlglyes: to:purpaſe 3 as if Paw] 
affionibus qui- had (aid, O Timothy, let godlinefi be, the okjedi of all thy care and 
bus Deus 'ſer+ coft, Follow thy general calling with the, greateſt induſtry, pur- 
_— mp ſue is diligent ly, do not loiter but labor abont it : lay aſide what 
+ ++ 1 :.,% may hinder, lay hold of what may further, and mind it as the 

1:n;u.' maig and principal workwhich thou haſt to do in this world. 


- * Thyjelf ] & Chiiſtians firſt care muſt be about his own 
S«ev7ire « ſpiritual welfare. Religion commands us to be mindful of, 
* - ©. ** and helpful to our neighbours and relations z the Sun ray- 
-:* 4; Eth.out his refreſhing bearps, and the Spring bubleth. up. hex 
\*z+ + +. , purling ſircams for the gaod of others. Fire ip the chimney 
.. warmeth. the whole room, but .it 15 burnzng hot on: the 
y: * hearth. Grace ina Saint will make him uſctul to ſinners, 
but chiefly (though not ſolely ) to his own foul. Timothy, be 
, not like a burning 8 to put others yo a jm, hugh mag thy 
remaine t wnfired , but work bard 0 exalt bolineff in thine own 

FB Exerciſe thy ſelf. Y of 
| nto 
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The'opening of 1he Text 4nd the Dol#ridic. 


Unto'godlineſi } Gudlineſt is taken in Scripture either ſtrittly Tlpis iv7igee 
or largelj. ——— 
I. Seritth, and-then it mcluderly only theammediate Wor- — _ 

ſhip of God, or obediencets the firlt Pabte; and it 15 diltins run fignificar 
guiſhcd from rightcoufhcls; Tir 2. 11; 12."fo ungodlinels is nrwad jy 
dittin& trom unrighteouſneſs, Kom, 1. 18, af wi 
2. Largely, and then'it. colmprehendeth our duty to our ,,,, P Domini 
n<ghbour, as well as to God, and. obedience to the Second wocatur. Sy- 
as well as the firft-Table, ſo-rightcouſncs- is Religion, and rus interpe Jue 
in our dealings witf/'men we may do our duty to God , its _ OY 
taken thus,-x Tim. 6.6, and in the Text. The -good Huf- * * 
bandinan makes no balks m the held of God's precepts. 
Timothy mult make it his trade to pay God- and men their 
dane: He miſt nor, hke the Phariſces, ſeem as tender of the 
firſt'Table as ot-the apple of hus eye, and trample the ſecond 
as dirt under his feet; they prayed in God's houſe all day, 
to prey upon the widows houſe at night ; nor as ſome 
( whom the world call honeſt men ) who will not wrong 
their neighbours of the leaft mite, and yet wickedly rob 
God of many. mil'1ons ,, they (teal trom him both'rrme and 
love, and truſt and beftow them on earthly (trifles:- The 
Bird that would flic well, mult uſe both wings; rhe Water- 
man, if he would have his Boat move rightly, muſt ply hoth 
Oars 3 the Chrittian, it he would make any thing of his hea- 
venly trade, muſt mind both Tables: 

The Truth that I (hall'draw from the Text, is this. - 

That Godlineſſ ought to be minded, as every onts main and 
principal buſieſt, Exerciſe thy ſelf unto godlineſt. 
© Rcligion mult be our chict occupation.- The great Trade 
that we follow in this world, mult be the Trade of Truth. 

It i-obſervable, that the more noble and (ingular a bein 
is, the more it 1s employed in a ſuitable working; God, 
who 1s the highelt in perte@hions, is not only the holieſt, but 
the moſt conttant and diligent in his operations. Hizherto 
my Father worketh, and I work, Fob. 5.17. His work indeed * 
is without wearineff, his laboar without the- leaſt laſſitiede, 


(as 
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( as they ſay of Heaven, Cali motss quies ) all Gods work- 
ing days are Sabbaths, days of reft; but he is a pure ac; and 
he is every moment infinitely ative from and for humſelf. 
Angels arc next to God in being, and are next to him in 
working, Thcy do Gad the 'moſi ſervice, and they do him 
the belt ſervice 3. they ſerye God without lin, and they ſerve 
him without cealing, he makes his Angels ſpirits, and bis 
Miniſters a flame of fire, Heb. 1. 7. ſpirits are the moſt active 
creatures with life, tire is the mott active creature without 
lite, a lame is the molt operative part of the tire ; thus ative 
are Angels in working tor God. Some by fire under- 
ſtand lightnings, by Pirizs winds. As winds and lightaings 
preſently paſs through the earth, ſo Angels preſently fulfil 
God's holy will. 

Now as he hath given man a moxe excellent being than 
the ret of the vilible world, fo hath hecalled him tofol- 
low after, and abound in the moſt excellent work. God hath 
appointed contemplation or vilion to be man's reward in 
heaven, To ſee God as be is, and to know him a he is known of 
him , but ſervice and action to be his work on earth, to 
exerciſe himſelf to godlineff. 

Some __ "4 7% 7. thus, Man is bora #0 work, «5 the 
Parks flie upward. Iudeedit is the decreed bot of all mankind 
FA . to labour. Adam was called to induſtry in his ſtate of unno- 
=EF #7 cency, Gen. 2, 15. and lince man's fall, his work which was 

, , nes before his pleaſure, is now his puniſhment, it he cat not 
fammi quidem his bread in the (weat ofthis brow or his brains, he ſicals it x 
vegvs = Lg He that like a body-louſe lyves upon others ſweat, is like 
_—_ _ fad. Feremiab's gixdle, good for nothing. But the main work 
yr i Thell; which God commandeth and commendeth to the childrer 
zi 6, of men, is to glorific him upon carth, by exerciſing them- 

ſetver to godlineſl, This is God's precepr, and this hath bcen 

the Saints praftice ; This is God's precepts Work owt your 

ſalvation with: fear and trembling, Phal. 2. 12. In which 

words we have the Chriſtians end, eternal life, ſalvation , and 

" the means to attain 3, diligent labour, work out your ſalvation ; 

he had need'to hbourhard that would attain heaven. God: 
| neſs 
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lincſs muft not be war2-o', his by-brſmeſi, but 74 3, you, his 
main buſmeff, The Jews have 4 Proverb (-alluding to Manns, 
which was to be gathered the ſixth day for the ſventh, 
becauſe on the ſeventh none tell trom heaven ) He that ga- 
thereth not food on the $ zbbath eve, ſhall faſt on the Sabbath day. 
Intimating thereby, that none ſhalt reign in heaven but ſuch 
as have wrotight on earth. | 
This hath, been the Saints practice, Our converſation is in 
heaven, Phil, 3. 18. Though our habutations be on carthy yet 
Our 9947 £vue,, OUr negotiation 15 in heayen. As a Mexchant 
th tlives in» Longon, drives a great trade in Twrky, or the. 
remotelt part of the Indies :  {o Pau/and the Saints traded 
and traſhqued afar offin the other world above, even when 
their abodes were here below. Godlineſs was their bu- 
tines; Chriſtianity was minded and followed as their;prin- 
cipal trade and calling: It is rhe calling of fore to. plow, 
and ſow, and'reap : The Chrittian makes and follows it' 25 
his calling, to plow up the fallow ground of bis hart, to jow in 
righteouſnefi, that he may reap in mercy, F/; 10. 12, The trade 
of others is to buy and (ell ; the godly man is the 
wiſe Merchant, trading for goodly Pearls, that (clls all 
to buy the ficld where the pearl of great price is,, Matth. 


1 3+ 3. 

, - the Explication of this truth, That religion or godlineſt 
ought to be every ones principal buſineſs, 1 ſhall ſpeak to theſe 
three things. 

Firſt, What religion or godlindſi ix. , h 
Secondly, What it is for a man to malg religion his buſineſ 
or toexerciſe himſelf to godlineſs. 


®* Thirdly, by every Chriſtian muſt mind godlimeſi as his main 
buſi ſt. 


Non dicit 6,* 
yas, op» 
ramm ſed 1.* 
T$Y 242 8 » 
acurale may» 
noque cum fts- 
dig eperamm', 
Cam mult4 din 
ligentia & [0+ 
licitudzne gere 
gite yeſtram Þ- 
perari ſalrutem. 
A Lapid. in 
Phil. 2» 
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þor the firſt, what Religion is. + Pk&/ derivation of the 

word , will ſomewhat help to*4he explication of che 

. thing, the Latin word Religiotrom' which our Engliſh word 
_ - mg comes ; Some derive 4 Rekgendo, becauſe men by ſerious 
Zach, Tom. 4. Teading come to be Religious, grace ſometimes findeth a 
bb. 1. de religs paſſage through the ſight into the ſoul. - The eye (as in A«- 
cap, 13. ſtin and Funiws ) hath affected the heart, Zanchy derives it & 
Religendo, oxxrather 4 re-eligendo from choling again, or a 

ſecond time; becauſe a Religious perſon chuſeth God for his 

chiefelt, good and portion, His firſt choice was carnal of the 

ficſh and the creature, btit his ſecond choice 4s ſpiritual 

£2 of God and Chriſt , and this choice. is Religion. Au- 

| +, Eun ay ftin and Laftantins ( to whom 1 rather encline ) derive it 4 
Left. lib.g.Di- Religando, from binding or knitting, becaule it is the great 


vinjnflit.c.28' bond to join and tie God and man together. As the purts of 


the body arc knit.to the head, by the nervcs and tinews, (o 
- Mah is Knit to God by Religion, Sm and irreligion (eparate 
and man aſunder, your iniquities have ſeparated between 
you and your God, Iſa. 59.2. Godlincls and Religion-unite 
God and man together, I will dwell in them, aud walk in them, 
and I will be their God, and they ſhall be my people, 2 Cor. 6. 16. 
Atheiſm isa departing or going away from God, Epheſi4.18. 
Heb. 3. 12. Religion isa coming or rcturning unto God, 
Heb. 10. + by 3- 1- The great miſery of man. by bis fall, 
*s this; He is far from God ;, And the great f.licity of man F 
favor , is this, He draweth nigh to God , Pſal. 53, 2. wit. 
Fam. 4. $. Irreligion is a turning the back upon God, but 
Religion is a ſecking the face of God, and a following hard 
after him, ſal. 2. 3. Pſal. 27. $. Pſal. 63. 8. By ungodliacſs 
men wander and deviate from God 3 by godlineſs men Worſhip, 

. nl are-devoted to God, Pſal. 119. 150. and 38. verſes, 
© The Grecians call it @gnmwive, Bezz thinks, trom Orphens a 
2-18, | Thracian, 


_ 
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Thracian, who firlt caught the Myſteries of Religion among 


| his Country-men. The word in the Text is 'Evsifee, which Ab <u tent. 
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in a Word lignifieth right or (treight worſhip, 'according 'to 
which, I ſhall delenbs « thus. 
Godlineſi is. Worſhipping the true God in heart and life, ac< - 
cording to his revealed Will, 
In this deſcription of Godlineſ(s T ſhall obſerve four parts. 
Firft, The A&,It is a Yorſeip.Secondly, TheObjet of this Act, 
the true God, Thirdly, The Extent of this Worſhip, in hears 
and life. Fourthly, The Rule, according to his revealed Will. I 
Firſt, For the Act, Godlinefi is a Worſhip ; Worſhip compre- anger era 
hends all that relp:& which man oweth and giveth to his 7, Le 
Maker, it is that tervice and honour, that fealty and homage, 31: [oli devitum 
which the creature oweth and tendereth to the fountain of 4 eſt prix» 
his being and happineſs it is the Tribute which we pay to Fn —_—_ 
the King of Kings, whereby we acknowledge his Soveraign- prague fica- 
ty over us,and our dependance on him. Gi" unto the Lord the {02s noſtie. 
Honour due unto his Name, Worſhip the Lord in the beauty of b3- Daven. De- 
linefi, Plal. 29.2. To Worſhip God, isto give him tie Glory 159m 
which is due to himz It isa {ctting the Crown of Glory on us 6. 
Gods Head , to render bint due honor, is true Holineſt, To de- (ciexie. 
ny tins, is Athciſm and Irreligion. All that inward reve- 
rence and re{pe&, and all that outward obedience and Ser- 
vice to God, which the word enjoyneth, is included in this 
one word Worſhip. 
This Worſhipping God, 1s either external or internal, 
God 15 to be worthipped with the body, Foſpra fell on his 
tace aud Worſhipped, Foſh. 5. 14. Moſes bowed his head and 
Worſh:pped, Exod. 4. 32. Jeſus ft np his cycs to Heaven and 
Prayed, Fort 17, 1. David lifted up his hands to God, Pſal, 
63. 4+ The bodies of Saints ſhall be glorified with God here- 
ater, and the bodies of Saints muſt glorifie God here , Phil. 
3. 21. Rom. 12. 1. 
Inward Worſhip is ſometimes ſet forth by loving God, 
7.m, 2.5. ſometimes by truſting him,Pſalm 16.1, ſometunes 
by dclighting jn- Him, Pſal, 37. 3, ſometimes by ſorrow'tor 
oſending hjm, P/al. 51. 3. becauſe this Worſhip of God (as 
G 2 
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one piece of gold containeth many pieces of filver ) compre- 
kendeth all of them. All the graces are but {o many links of 
this golden chain. As all the members of the natural body 
are knit together, and walk alwayecs in company, ſo all the 

_ parts of the new man are joyned together,and never go but 
as the Iſraelites out of Egypt, wich their whole train 3 It there 
be one Wheel milling ina Watch, the- end of the whole is 
ſpoiled 3 if one grace ſhould be wanting mm a Saint, he would 
be unſainted. There 15 a concatenation of graces, as well as 
of moral vertues, Thole that Worſhip God give him 
their hottc{t love, their higheſt joy , their deepclt ſorrow, 
their ſtrongeſt taith, and their greatett tear, as Abrabam gave 
Iſaac, he gives God all. 

What Moſes calls fearing God, Det. 6.13, our Saviour quo- 
ting, calls Worſhipping God, ( Mat. 4. 9, 10.) by a Synecdoche, 
becauſe "the former 15 both a part and aſign of the latter, 
As when the Guard are watching at the Court gate, or on 
the ſtairs, and examining thole that goin, its a ſign the King 
# within, (0 when the tear of God ſtands at the door of the 
heart, to examine all that go in, leſt the Traitor Sin ſhould 
(teal in ſlily, its a ſign that God #5 within, that he firs: upon 
the Throne of the ſoul, and is worſhipped there. 

Secondly, The Objcct, the true God. . All Religion with- 

out the knowledge ot the trxe Gad, 1s a meer notion, an acry 
C0005 = empty nothing, Divine Worſhip 15 one of the chicteſt jewels 
-- oſce vet of Gods Crown, which he will by no means part with, God 
corpore colas alone is the Object of the godly mans Worſhip, Exad. 20. 2. 
wt Deumpreity His hope is in God, Pſalm 39.7. his: dependance 1s on God, 
= JP Pſal. 62.8. His dread is of God, Pſa. 119. 122. His loveis ta 
Caly. nz, God, Pſal. 10. 1. God is the only obje& of his prayers, Pſal. 
mand. 5- 3. and 44. 20. and of God alone arc all his praiſes, Pſalm 
103.1. God alone is to be worſhipped, becauſe he alone is 
worthy of worſhip, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, 
and bonour , and power, for thou haſt created all things , 

Rev:4 11. 

To hold any thing in opinion, or to have any thing in 
affttion for God which js not God, is Idolatry ; to worſhip 

cither 
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ether m-n, as the Samaritans did Antiochus Epiphanes, (fti- 
f lng him the M ghty God )or the hoſt of Heaven,as the Am- 
munites , or the Devil, -as the In4ians ;, or the Belly, as the 
Glutton, or Riches, as the Covetonus,, or the Crols, as the 
t Papiſt, is unholin«1s. | 

There is a civil worſhipdue to men, Gen. 48. 11, but fa- 


e 4g” 
$ cred worſhip 1s due only to God; and he 15a jealous God, 
1 who will not give his glory to ſtrangers, nor his praiſe to 
$ Images. Mov 

\ The Heathen worſhippzd ſeveral gods, the Aſrians wor- 


ſhipped Belnr , the Tyrians, Baal;, the Athenians, Dianz; the 
Samians, Funo, the Lemnians, Vulcan, the Myabites, Che- 
moſh , the Syrians Rimmon , the Ekyonites , Baalzebub; -the 
Baby'onians, Bell; thoſe Inhdels, as one obferveth well, had 
their Deos mortu»s, Idols; mortals men ; mortiferos Luſts: ( 
therefore its conſiderable that when the Apoſtle ſpeaketh' of { 
the Gentiles, during the time of. their unregeneracy, whileſk 
they ſerved falſe gods, he faith, they lived without God, Eph. 
2.12--Falſe gods are no Gods an Idol is nothing, 1 Cor.qg.8. |! 

Thirdly, The extent, In heart and. life : -Godlinels is the 
worſhipping God in the inward motions of the heart, and the 
outward ations of the life; where the ſpring of the affeti- 
ons is clear, and the ſtream of the converſation runs clear, 
there is true godlineſs; the Egyptians of all fruits would 
make choice of the Peach to conſecrate to their goddeſs, and 
they gave this reaſon for it, becauſe the fruit thereof reſem- 
bleth an heart, and the leaf a tongue. 'As they gave heart 
and tongue to the falſe god, we mult to the true God; Heart- 
godlinels pleaſeth God beſt, but Lite-godlincſs honours him 
moſtz the conjunQion of both make a compleat Chriſtian. 
In a godly mans heart, though ſome fin be left, yet no'fin is 
liked ; in'his life, though fin may remain. yet» no-fin 
reigns : His heart 1s ſuitable to Gods Nature, and'his; bfe 
is anſwcrable to Gods Law z and thence he is. fitly denomu-- 
nated a Godly man. | & : 

In heart, Hypocriſie 1s a practical Blaſphemy.3 Iknow the * 
blaſphemy of them that ſay they ate Jemffand emi): Gods 
G3 eyc 
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eyetaketh moſt notice of the jewel of ſpiritual devotien; the 
eyes of. men, of the cabinet of outward adoration, Ay Sm 
give-me: thy hears, (arth God, Prov. 33.26. The Heart is the 
King in the little world, Man ; which giveth Laws both to 
the inward powers, and outward parts, and' reignethand 
ruleth <ver them at pleaſure. 

The litt-of Godlaneſs lycth much more inthe heart, than in 
the life x and the Saintscharadter. is. from their. inward car- 
rage towards God, they worſhip God in the Spirit, Phil. 3. 3. 
A great French Prer is called- le. bon Chreſtien, the gaod Chri- 
tian, becauſe they ſay it is mever rotten at the core; God is 
a Spirit, and he will be worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth, John 
4+ 24, Intruth,that is (cripturally, oppoſite tothe inventi- 
ons of mens heads : In ſpirit, that is, / lingerely, ''oppoſite to 
the: diſſimulation- of mens hearts. The deeper; the belly 
of the Late is, the plealanter, the ſound; the deeper our 
worſhip comes fromthe heart, the more dcdlightfal it is in 
Gods cars. 

And Life-Godlineſs,' as jt ſets God Cn the Throne of the 
Conference; {out walks with God 1n the:co-merſation; Though 
ther{piritual ( as the natural ) lite begjn at the heart, yet it 
doth-not end there, but proceeds toi the hands ; the ſame 
water appeareth-in the Bucket which: 1s in the Well. As 
when the hcart islike a dunghu] fall of filth, it ſends: forth 
a.no:fom' and unfavoury (tenchin the lite'; fo when the heart 
15:hkea box of musk,. it perfumes. and {cents the toogue and 

'and-cars,' and hands, and whatſoever 1s near 1t with 
holint&: Worſhip 1s called the name of God, 7/al. 29. and 
waithipping,.a praiſing him, 2Chron. 7. 3. B: cauſe as a man 
by his name, ſo. God by his worthip is kuown in the world; 
and thoſe that worſhip himin their pratcts, da hog the 
cyesof thexworldigive him praiſe, 

Fourthly, The 'Role, according 20 bis reveaſed oil. "Entey 
part"of Divine AP mult have a Divine Preccpt. As 


' the firſt Command teacheth us what God is to be worſhyp- 


þo ortinged, | Command teacherth in; what way he will 
_ The: Tabcrnaole: and all the mfiruments 


thereot, 


a 
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thereof, yea,}the very ſnuffers and aſh-pms were to be made 

exaQtly according tothe pattern in the mount, Exod.25.40. 

Heb. $. 5. Typitying that all the exerciſe of worſhip uſed by 

the Church,whether ia Do&trine or Dilcipline, mutt be cou- 

tormed to the written Word, Gal.z 8. Oar Rehgion muſt be 

not only rational but regular z our worſhip mult b2 both 

univerſal and cononical, x; 7g mw x vb Tire SUN n6c0u, Gel. 

6.16. As many 4s walk, according to this Canon, or” rale, peace 

be-unto them. The Saints ſervice maſt be Word-fervice, 

aeyiet aatgeia, Rom. 12.1. fo the word is'rendred by our 
Traviſlators, 1 Pet. 2. 2. a:y48% 4Joxw ydde, the fincere milk 

of #be Word, The inſtitutions of Chrift, not the inventions 

of-men, are the rule of worſhip. Our work is not to make 

Laws for our ſaves or others, but to keep'the Laws which Traditioni hu- 
the great Prophet of his Church hath caught us that coin wg tor 
of worſhip which is curraut amongſt us muſt be ſtampt by _ 9 ” 
God himſelf. We are to be governed as the point in the appellatur, 6. 
compals, not by the various winds ( the praQtices of tor- ft ſacrilegium 
mer ages, or the faſhions of the preſent generation which are 1# 40d cone 
mutable and uncertain )) but by the conttant heavens. -Our IS 
devotion muſt be regulated exaly according to the Stand- mane fence 
ard of the Word. It is Idolatry-to worſhip a falſe god, or m eſt, Amb. 
the true God in a falſe manner, In Cot. 2, 

Men indeed are no ſooner pluckt out of the pit of Atheiſm, y;pit adeo * 
but they preſently climb the bigh places of ſuperſtition, de- offendit homi- 
lighting to go from one extream to another, As a gay-uit 14m mentes ut 
ot apparel, ſo the ſervice of God in a gaudy drefs, x moſt ſmplicites di- 
faking with carnal eyes. T have read of a Popiſh Lady in 1,1, Twas + 
Paris, that when ſhe ſaw a glorious proceſſion to one of their ” 
® Saints, cryed out, Ob har fine is our Religion beyond that. of 


| . ſhip of che* 
true God, which is only as himſelf commanideth, and by the ' were, ries and ſervices 


from 
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-all oppolitibn,” and all becauſe he makes it his bufincls : 


from man. To the Law and to the Teſtimonies, if they fpeak not 


©* according tothis, it is becauſe there is no light in them, Ila. $. 20. 


- - Such may ſerve God with more pomp than others, but 


'' Tam confident they, ſeryc him to leff profit than others. In 


vain do they worſhip me, teaching for dofrines the command- 
ments of men, Matth. 15. 6. their worſhip is in God's ac- 
count no worſhip, they who made Temples, Altars and Ce- 
remonies of their own heads,thought that they had rcemcm- 
bred God, butt Fe tellsthem plainly that they had forgotten 
Him, Hoſ. $. 11, 12, 13, 14+ Men manitcft abundarce of ar- 
rogancy in nating to preſcribe newer and neater ways 
of worſhip than God himlclf, as if they excclled his Ma- 
jeſty in wiſdom 3 but little do they think how excecdingly 


Will-werſbipe by ſuch practices they provoke him to fury, Ezck,8., 4, 5. 


per tot,,  Ezek, 43.8. .1n their ſetting of their threſholds by my 
threſholds,, and their poſts by my poſts, they have even defiled my 
holy name by the abominations which they have committed ; where- 
fore I have conſumed them in mine anger. So Exzekh,6. 9, 
2 Chron. 7.20. 


— - IR — 


CHAP. IV. 


What it is for a man to make Religion his buſineſs, or 
to exerciſe himſelf to Godlineſs, 


Proceed 'to the ſecond particu'ar promiſed, that. is, ta 
fhew what it is for a man to exerciite himſelf to godli- 
nei. It implicth theſe threes things. 

Firlt, To give it the precedency in all our aftions. That which 
a mian maketh his buſineſs, he will be ſure to mind, what- 


ſotver he omits. / A good Husband will ſerve his ſhop bc- 


fore his ſports, and will ſometimes offer an handſome and 


' warrantable Kind of dilreſpe to hisfricnds, that his calling 
may haye his company 3 he will have ſome excuſe or other 


to avoid diverſions, and force his way to his trade through 


he 


What it is to make Religion ones buſineſs. 


DT 


he that makes Religion his bufine(s, carrieth himſelf to- 
wards his general, as this man doth towards his particular 
calling : In' his whole life h: walks w.th God, and 1s fo 
mannerly and dutitul; as to give God th: upper hand all 
the way. H- knoweth that his God mult be worſhipped, 
that his tamily mult be ſerved, and that his calling mult 
be tollow.d, ( tor Religion doth not nallihe, only rectifhc 
his Carriage towards his eartaly vocation ) but each in their 
urder, that which is firlt in regard of excellcncy, is helt in 
regard of his inluſtry. He is not {0 unnatural as to ſerve his 
cattle b:fore his children, nor fo athciltical as to ſervc his 
body and the world bcfore his foul and his Saviour. He is 
{o ſenlible of his infinite ingagements tb the blefl:d God, 
that he allotteth ſome time every day for his R-ligious 
dutics, and he will be ſure to pay God home to the utmoſi 
of his ability, whoſoever he compounds with, or pays 
thort. 

As he fails along through the temp: ſtuous Sca of this 
world towards his cternal Haven of rcit, he ha:h many 
temporal affairs in his company, bat” he 1s f{pecially carcful 
that they keep their diltance, and ſtrike fail through the 
whole voiage. It his worldly-butineſles offer, like Hagar, to 
juſtle or quarrel for prehcminence with their ſuperiour 
Religion, he will, if poſſible, chide them into ſubjection, and 
cauſe them to ſubmit 3 but rather calt them out, than ſuffer 
them to uſurp authority over their Miſtreſs, 

He that minds Religion by the by, will, if other things 
intervene, put it back, and be glad of an excuſe to wave 
that company, to which he hath no love 3 nay, he doth, in 
the wholc courſe of his life, prefer his ſwine, as the Gada- 
rens, before his ſoul 3 ſet the ſervant on horſe-back, and (uf- 
fer the Miſter to go on foot. His voice to Religion is like 
the Fews to the poor man in vile raiment, Stand thow there, 
or fit thou here under my foot-ftool, and his words to the 
world are like theirs to the man in goodly apparel, 
wp bither, or fit thou here in a good place, Fam. 2.2, 3. He 
doth, like Facob, lay the right hand of his care and diligence 

H 


upon 
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upon the youngeſt ſon, the body, and the lett hand upon the 
firſt-born of the foul. That which was Eſax's curle, is ettecmed 
by him as a bleſſing, that the elder ſerves the younger : he 156 
unwiſe as to eſteem lying vanities before real mcerciesz of- 
ten ſo unworthy, as to forget Gad, whoſorver he remem- 
breth; and fo uncivil at belt, as to give God the world's 
leavings, and to let the Almighty Creator dance attendance 
till he pleaſeth to be atleiſure. It he be in the midſt ofhis 
devotion, he makes an end upon the ſmalleſt occation, and 
is like the Patriarch; who ran trom the Altar when he was 
about his Office, to (ce a Fole new fallen from his beloved 
Mare. 

But every Saint, like Solomon, firſt builds an houſe for 
God, and then for himſclt. Whoever be diſpleaſed, or what 
ever be neglected, he will take care that God be worthip- 
ped. Abraham's Steward, when (ent to provide a wife tor 
Iſaac, though meat were ſet before him, retuſed to eat till he 
had done his.errand, Gen. 24. 33. Godlineſs is the errand 
about which man is -ſent into the world 3 now, as faithful 
ſervants, we mult prefer our meſſage before our meat, and 
ſ:rve our Maſter bctore our (elves. 

He that makes godlinefs his bulinels, gives it the firlt of 
the day, and the firlt place all the day. He gives it the firſt of 
the day : Jeſus Chritt was at prayer a great while before day, 
Mark 1. 35. Abraham roſe wp early in the morning to offer ſa- 
crifice, Gen. 22.1. Sodid Fob, Fcb1.5. David crieth out, 
O God, my God, early will I ſeek thee, Pſal. 63.1. In the morn- 
ing will I dire} my prayer to thee, and look up, Pſal. 5.3. The 
Philiftins in the morning carly offered to their god Dagor. 
The Perſian Magi worſhipp:d the rifing Sun, with their cacl 
hymns. The Saint in the morning waits upon heaven's 
Majeſty. As ſoon as he awakes,he is with God,one of his firſt 
works, when he riſcth, is to ask his heavenly Father bleſſing, 
Like the Lark, he is up early ſinging ſweetly the praiſe of 
his Maker 3 and offen, with the Nightingale, late up, at the 
ſame pleaſant tune. 


He finds the morning a greater friend to the Graces, than 
it 
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it can be to the Muſes, Naturaliſts tell us, that the molt ori- 
ent Pcarls are gen: rated of the morning d:w. Sure I am, he 
hath ſweet communion with God in morning duties. 

Rear, Let me tell thee, it Religion be thine © occupation, 
thy bulineſs, God will-hear trom thee in the morning, one 
ot the firſt things after thou art up will be to fall down and 
worſhip him. Thy mind will be moſt free in the morning, 
and thine afte&tions molt lively, ( as thoſe ſtrong waters 
arc tall.t ot ſpirics which are firlt drawn) and ſurcly thou 
canlt not think, bur that God, who 15 the belt and chictch 
good, hath moſt right_ to them, and 15 molt worthy of 
them, 

As a godly man gives Religion the precedency of the 
day, ſo he gives it the precedency in the day ; The Fews 
(ſome ſay) divide their day into prayer, /2bowr, and repaſt, 
and they will not omit prayer cither for their meat or 
labour. Grace ( as well as nature ) teacheth a godly man 
not to neglect either his family or body, but it teacheth him 
alſo to prefer his ſoul, and his God bc<tore them both. Se- 
nec, though an H:athen, could fay, Tam greater, and born 
to greater things, than to be a drudge to, and the ſlave of 


my body. A Chriſtians character is, that he is not carnal, 


or for his body, but ſpiritual, or tor his ſoul, Rom. $. It 
was a great praiſe which Ambroſe ſpeaks of Valentinian, Ne- 
ver man was a better ſervant to his Maſter, than Valentinian's 
body reas to his ſoul. 

This is the godly man's duty, to make heaven his throne, 
and the carth his foot-ſtool. Its the expolition which one 
gy/cs upon thoſe words, Subdue the earth,Gen.1.28. that is,thy 
body, and all carthly things to thy ſoul. Our earthly callings 

uſt give way to our heavenly, we mult ſay to them as 
Chriſt to his Diſciples, Tarry you here, while I go and pray yon» 
der. And truly godlineſs mult be firſt in our prayers, Hat 
lowed be thy Name, thy Kingd»me come, before Give us by Fc 
or daily breat, and firſt in all 0.1r praftices, Seek firſt the Kang» 
dom of God, and the righteouſneſs thereof, and all other things ſhall 
be added to you, Matth. 6. 33. 

H 2 Secondly, 


_———— 
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Secondly, To make Religion one's buſineſs, containeth 
to purſue it with induſtry in our converſations... A_ man that 
makes his calling his bulineſs,s not lazie, but laborious about 
it, what pains will he take? what ſtrength will he ſpend ? 
how will hetoil and moil at 1t early and late ? The trades- 
man, the husband-man, eat not the bread of idleneſs, when 
they make their callings their buſineſs z if they be good hus 
bards, they are both provident to obſerve their ſeaſons, and 
diligent to improve them for their advantage, they do often 
evendiptheir food in their ſweat, and make it thereby the 
more {wect. Their induſtry appcars in working hard in their 
callings, and in improving all opportunities tor the turthe- 
rance of their callings. 

1. Thus he that makes Religion his buſineſs, 1s induſtri- 
ous and laborious in the work of the Lord. The heart of his 


- ground, the ſtrength of his inward man, is ſpent about the 


Eo ud pi- 
grum Or tar- 
dum animal, 
afinus eſt. 
_ 


good corn of Religion, not about the weeds of carthly oc- 
calions, He makes haſte to keep God's commandements, 
knowing that the lingring laziz Snail is reckoned among 
unclean creatures, Levit. 11.30. and he 1s hot and lively in his 
devotion, knowing that a dull droutie Aſs ( though fit 
enough to carry the image of Ifs, yet ) wasno fit ſacrifice 
for the 'pure and aCtive God, Exid. 13: 13, He giveth Gol 
the top, the chicf, the cream cf all his affections, as ſeeing 
him infinitely worthy of all acceptation : he is not ſſvthful in 
buſineſs, but fervent in ſpirit, when he 1s ſerving the Lord, Rom. 
12.11. He believeth that tofcar God with a ſecondary tear, 
is Atheiſm ;, that to truſt God with a ſecondary trult, 15 Trea- 
ſm; that to honour God with a ſccondary honour, is Idg 
latryz and tolove God with a {ccondary love, is Adultery 3 
therefore be loveth (and he feareth, and trulteth, and honour- 
eth ) the Lord bis God, with all his heart, and nith all bs ſont, 
and with all his ſtrength, Matth. 22.36, 37. His love to God 


is a labour of live, as ſtrong as death, the coals thereof are coals cf 


Juniper, which do not oily burnlong, ( ſome (ay twelve 
months together) but burn with the greateſt heat. His mea- 
ſure of loving God is without meaſure. 


The 
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The Samſeans in Epiphanius were ncither Jews, Gentiles, 
nor Chriſtians, yet preſcrved a fair corrc{pondency with all ; 
An hypocrice 1s indifferent to any, never tervent 1n the true 
Religion: 

It is reported of Redwald,King of the Eaſt Saxms,the hiſt 
Frin:e of this Nation that was baptized, that in the ſame 
Church he had une Altar for the Chriſtian Religion, another 
for the Heatheniſh ſacrifices. The true Believer doth other- 
wiſe, he that makes Religion his work, gives God the 
whole of his heart without halting and without halving, 

S.t him about any duty, and he 1s diligent in it. Iz prajer, 
he laboureth in prayer, Col. 4. 12. be cryeth to God, 1 Sam. 7. c. 
he crieth mightily, Jon. 3.8. he poxreth forth his ſoul, Lam. 
2.19. he ſtrives in ſupplication with God, Rom. 15. 30. ſtirs 
#p himſelf to lay hold on God, If. 27. 5. and even wreſtleth with 
Omnipotency, Gen. 32. 14. Whcn the mill of his prayer is 
going, his fervent atfetions are the waters that drive 1t. 
There is fi:e taken trom God's own Altar ( not the ordinary 
hearth of nature ) and put to his Incenſe, whereby it be- 
comes fragrant and gratetul to God himſelf. Has fervent 
praycr 15 his key to God's treaſury, and his cndcavour is, 
that it ruſt not for want of uſe. When hegoeth to the Sa- 
crament, he is all in a flame of affection to the Author of that 
Feaſt : with defire he defires to cat of the Paſſover. He longs 
exccedingly tor the time, he loves the Table; but when he 
{ceth the Bread and Wine, the Wagons which the Lord Je- 
ſus hath ſent for him, O how his heart revives ! When he 
ſecth the Sacraments, the Body and Bloud of Chriſt in the 
Elements, who can tell how ſoon he ſcents ? how falt this 

true Eaglc flicth to the heavenly carkals. 

At hearing he is hecdful, he flieth to the f(alt-ſtone of the 
Word with (wiftneſs and care,as Doves to their Columbaries, 
Iſa. 60 8. As the new born babe, he d<tires the fincere milk 
of the Word, and when he is attending on it, he doth not 
dally nor trifle, but as the Bee the flower, and thg. child 
the breaſt, (ack with all his might for ſome ; our 


milk, Ia. 66, 11. Demter. 28. 1. he hearkneth diligently 
0, 


H 3 to, 
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Camb.Britans 


I11Wit ty a- 
men & quaſe 
luftam cum 
Deo ipſo, Epif., 
Day, in loc. 
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Eſt more vena» 
forum perſequi 
feram, Art. 


to the voice of the Lord his God let him bein company, 
taking notice of ſome abominable carriage, he will rcbuke 
cuttingly, Tit. 1. 13. It he gives his bitter pill in (weet ſyr- 
rup, you may lee his exceeding anger againſt fin, whilſt you 
bchold his love to the'tinnerz he 1s though a meek Lamb 
when himſclt, yet a Lion when God is diſhonoured; his 
anger waxeth hot when men affront the moſt High, Ex-d, 
32.19. It he be coanſelling his child -or friend to mind 
God and'god{inels, how hard doth hc w6o to win the ſoul 
to Chriſt ? how many baits doth ne lay to catch the poor 
creatire ? you may perceive his bowels working by his ve- 
xy words : how fccvenc, how inſtant, how urgent, how ear- 
neſt is he to perſwade his relation or acquaintance tobe hap- 
py ? He provokes ther to love, and to good worky. 

Set him about what rcligious exerciſe you will, and he is, 
according to the Apoliles words, zealous ( or hery fervent ) 
of good works , like {pring, water, he hath a living principle, 
and thence 15 warm in Winter, or like Dehris in Cyrene is 
ſecthing hot : As Angii/tzs faid of the young Roman, Duic- 
quid vult, vaide vl; ; Whatſocver he gocth about, that con- 
cerns the glory of his Saviour, and the good of his foul, he 
doth it to purpoſe. As Paz! faith of himſelf, I follow 
after if that I may apprehend, Phil. 3. 10. The word in the 
Original is emphatical Aiwzs, I proſecute it with all my 
ſtrength and power, that I may attain if it be poſſible, The 
word is either an alluſion to Perſccutors, Mat. 5, 10, 11, 12. 
for it is uſed of them frequently, ſo Piſtator takes it. Or 
to Hunters, according to Aretins z take cither and the ſenſe 


is the ſame, and very full. As Perlecutors are induſtrious * 


and inceſſant in ſearching up and down for poor Chriſtians 
and hailing them to priſon; and as Huntſmen arc up be- 
times at their ſport, follow it all day, and ſpare for no pains, 
even fweating and tyring thcmſelvcs at this their plcaſure 
ſo eager and earneſt, fo indefatigable and induttrious wasPar', 
and ſor qught every one of us tobe { the command is dclive- 
red to us, in the (ame word, Heb. 12. 14. ) about godlinels. 

A man that minds godlineſs only'by the by , looks ſome- 
e1mes 
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times to the matter, fcldom to the manner of his pertor- 
mances. Opus operatum the work done 15 a full diſcharge 


? for him, how ſlightly or ſlovenly foever it be done. It he 
, ſtumble ſometimes upon a good word, yet it is not his walk, 
and when he is in that way, he cares not how many lteps he 
. treads awry. It may be ſaid of him as of Fehw, He takes no 
| heed to wa'k in the way of the Lord God of Iſracl, with his heart, 


| 2 Kings 10. 31. He makes an Idol of the blefſed God, ( he 
prayes to him, and hears trom him, asif he had eycs and 
(aw not, as if he had cars and heard not, as if he had hands 
and wrought not ) and any thing will ſerve an Idol. How 
aptly and juſtly may God fay to him after. his duties, as Ceſar 
tothe Citizen after Dinner ( who having invited the Empe+ 
rour to his Table, made but flight preparation and flender 
proviſion for him ) I had thought that you and I had not been fo 
familiar. 
But he that exercilcth himſelf to godlineſs hath a more "ey &u7weig 
awful and ſcrious carriage towards God. The twelve _ new 
Tribes ſerved God, inſtantly day and night, Ads 26. 7. ter- —— 
vently, vehemently to the utmoſt of their power 3 the word avimo. A La» 
mplyeth both extenſion and intention, the very Heathen pide. _. 
could ſay, that the gods muſt be worſhipped, 53aws 3 ui Zaug, ExT9145, dit 
either to our utmoſt with all, or not at all. = ares.” © 
; £ 0ngum proren 
2. The induſtry of a man about his calling, or whatſoever qiryr, 
he makes his bulineſs, appeareth in his taking all advan- Bexu. 
tages for the furtherance thereof. A Tradeſman that minds * Macro» S4tu. 
his employment 3 doth not only in his Shop, but alſo abroad, bid. 2, (fe 4- 
and when he 15 from Home, drive torward his Trade. In- 
deed, when he is in his Shop, his eyes are moſt about him, 
þ *to {ce what 15s wanting, that it may be ſupplied, to take 
care that all his cuſtomers may be ſatisfied , and to order 
things ſo, that by his buying and ſelling, his ſtock may be 
encreaſcd 3 but it he walk from home, he doth not wholly 
lcave his Trade behind him, It he viſit his friends or ac- 
quaintance, and there be any likelyhood of doing any good, 
you may obſerve him queſtioning the price of ſuch and ſuch 
commodities, enquiring at what Rates they axe afforded. -- 
thole 
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thoſe parts, and if they be cheap, poſlibly furniſhing himſclf 
from thence, if dear, ( it may be ) patting off a conlidcrable 
quantity of his own. Becauſe he makes it his bulinels, his 
mind runs much upon it, 't-at where-ever he is, he will be 
ſpeaking ſomewhat of it, ( if occation be offered ) whereby 
he comes now and then to meet with ſuch bargains, as cend 
much to his benefit; ſo the Chriſtian that makes Religion his 
buſineſs, is induſtrious to1mprove all opportunities for the 
furtherance of his general calling : as his tune (tor he is Gods 
rvant )ſo his trade goeth forward every hour z He is D4- 
vid-like as a ſparrow upon the houſe-top looking, on this 
fide, and that fide,to (ce where he may pick up fome ſpiritual 
food. He doth not only in the Church and in his Clotet, but 
alſo in all his converſcs with men walk with his God. It 
God proſper him, as the ſhip mounts higher accordigg to the 
increaſe of the Tide, fo his heart is lifted up the ncarer to 

God, as Gods hand is enlarged towards him. If God at- 

flict him, as the nipping north-wind purifies the air, fo the 

beſom of aflition doth {weep the duſt of tin out of his heart. 

As his pulle is ever beating, fo his heavenly trade is ever go- 

ing forward. His viſits to his friends are out of conſcience as 

well as out of courtehie, and his endeavour is either by ſome 

favoury Scripture expreſſion, or ſome ſober ation to ad- 

vantage his company : He will watch for a fit ſeaſon to do 

his own and others ſouls fervice, and catch at it as greedily, 

and improve it as diligently as Benhadads ſervants did Ababs 

words. 

If he be cating or drinking, the (alt of grace is ever one 
diſh upon the table to ſeaſon all- his diet : He will raiſe his, 
heart from the daily bread, to the bread that came down 
from Heaven; he eateth, 1s full, and blefſeth the Lord ; Be- 
fore he begins, he asketh God leave, while he feeds, he 
taſteth Gods love, and when he hath done, he giveth God 
thanks, 

- If KE be buying or ſelling, he is very willing that God 
ſhould be a witneſs to all his bargains , for he praycth to 
God as if men heard him, and he tradeth with men ” 
1 
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clf | - iN 
le It Gud faw him : His Shop as well as his Chappel, is holy 

ry ground. TT | | 

K It he be amongſt his Relations, he is both dcfirous and 

© diligent to farther Religion. His endeavour is that thoſe 

þ that are migh him in the fleſh may be nigh God in the ſpirit. 

- He is car. tul that both by his precepts and pattern he may dv 

In ſomewhat tor theirprozt His houſe as well as his hcart is 

"4 conſecrated to God. 

s l As Ceſars Image was ttampt on a p-nny, as well as on a 

= greater piece, Mat. 22, 20. SO godlinels which is the Image 

- of the King of Kings 15 imprinted not only on hisgreater 

Ll and weighticr , but allo upon his lefſer and meaner pra- 

gd ices. 

T Godlincſs 1s not his Phzſick, which he only now and th:n 

( as at Spring and Fall ) makcs ule 0, but his food , which 


he daily dealeth about;befides his tet times for his ſet meals of 
: : Morning and Evening devotion, he hath many a good bait 

by the by, in the day time. Evening, Morning, and at No 1 

will I pray, and cry aloud, Pſal. 55. .,7. Oh how lovel thy 

Law, it is my mcdi:ation, { not fume part, but ) all the 

day: Whether the actions he be about be natural or civil, 

he makes them facred 3 whether the Company he be in be 

g00d or bad, he will mind his holy calling whether he be 

riding or walking, whethcr it be at home or abroad, whe- 

ther he be buying or (clling, cating or drinkmg, whatſve- 

ver he be doing, or wherctoever he be going, (hill he hath an 

cyc to further godlinels, becauſe he makes that his bulinels. 

What the Philoſopher aid of the ſoul in relation to the bo- A4uimaeſt rora 
edy : The fouls whole in the whole body, and whole m #a:9/0 & tote 
every part of it, is true of godline(s, in reterence to the lite ->.+ Cai 
of a Chriſtian, godlineſs is whole in his whole converſation, pap 
and whole mm cvery part of it. As the conltitutton ot 

mans body is known by his pulle, 1t it beat not at ail he is 

dead, if it beat and keep aconltant ſiroke,ts a tign the bdy 

is ſound : Godlineſs is the pulſe of the Cul, it 1t beatnot at 

all, the ſoul is void of ſpiritual life, it it beat equally and cor- 


ftantly, it ſpeaks the foul eo be m an excellent plight, 
1 Ic 
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Purth, Pilgr. 
Vol. 1. p.416. 


It was the pratice of our Saviour, (who left us a bleſſed 
pattern therein ) to be alwayes furthering godlineſs ; when 
bread was mentioned to him, upon it, he dif{waded his Diſci- 
ples from the leaven of the Phariſees, Mat. 16.5, 6. When 
water was denyed him by the Samaritan woman, he forgets 
his thirſt, and ſceks to draw her to the Well- ſpring of happi- 
neſs, Fohn 4. 10. When people came to him for bodily cures, 
how conſtantly doth he mind the fafety ot their ſouls ; Tho 
art made whole, go fin no more,or thy ſins are forgiven thee, He 
went about doing good, in the day time working Miracles, 
and Preaching,in the night time he often gave himſclt to me- 
ditation and prayer. 

He that minds Religion by the by, doth otherwiſe, he can 
( Proteus like ) turn himſelf into any ſhape which is in 
faſhion. As the Carbuncle, a Beaſt amongſt the Blackamores, 
which is ſeen only by night, having a ſtone in his Fore-head, 
which ſhineth incredibly and giveth him light whereby to 
feed, but when he heareth the lealt noife, he preſently lets 
fall over it a skin, which he hath as a natural covering , lelt 
its ſplendor ſhould betray him 3 So the halt Chriltian ſhines 
with the light of holineſs by fits and (tarts; every fright 
makes him hold in and hide it, The mark of Antichriſt was 

in his followers hands, which they can cover or diſcover at 
their pleaſure, but the mark of Chrilts Diſciples was in their 
Foreheads, vilible at all tumes. 

Thirdly, To exerciſe our ſelves to godlinels, implyeth to 
perſevere in it with conſtancy to our diſſolution. Men tollow 
their Trades, and open thcir Shops till death ſhut their 
eyes, and gives them a writ of calc z men purſue their earth; 
ly works, till death found a retreat, and command their ap- 
pearance in the other World. Many a one hath breathcd out 
his laſt in the midſt of his labour : His life and his labour 
have ended together, Let every man abide in the calling where- 
$0 be is called, (aith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 7. 24- 

They who make Religion their buſinef, are conſtant, im- 
moveable, and do alwayes abound in the work of the 
Lord. Their day of lite is their day of labour, the ſun _— 
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and- man goeth to his labour untill the Evening , Pſalm 

104. 23, Death only is their night of reſting, whea they 
dic in the Lord, then, and not till then they reſt from 
their labours. Saints are compared to Palm-Trees, becaule 
they flouriſh ſoon 3 to Cedars, becauſe they continue long , 
they often ſet out with the tirſt, but alwaycs hold on to Te.e Saints 
the laſt, The Philoſopher being asked in his old age, why iz you al- 
he did not give over his ſtudicsz anſwered, When a man is wayes prove 
to run a race of forty furlongs, he will not fit down at the 15a ” 
thirty ninth, and loſe the prize. The pious foul is faithtul - Hall medit. 
unto death, and enjoyeth a Crown of lite. As Ceſar he is cent. 1. 
alwayes marching torward , and thinks nothing done - 

PY hehe : x . il aftum cre- 
whileſt any thing remains undone; As they are fervent dens þ quid 
in their work , fo they are conſtant at their work. The /upereſſer 
Church of Epheſ#s had Letters Teſtimonial from Heaven, for agendun. Lu- , 
my names ſake thou haſt laboured, and haſt not fainted, Rev, 2, 3. ©» 

Water in the Baths is alwaycs warm 3 As long as there is 
Water, there is heat; not ſo our ordinary water, though 
thismay be warmed by the fireat preſent, yet if taken of, 
it returns toits former coldnels ( nay,it i5colder than before, 
b: cauſe the ſpirits which kept it from the extremity of 
cold, are by the fire boyled out of it |) -The reaſon is plain, 
the heat of the Baths is from an inward principle,and there- 
tore is permanent, the heat of the latter is from an external 
cauſe, and therefore 1s inconltant. 

That warmth of picty which procceds from an inward 
principle of a purified conſcience, is accompanied with per- 
ſeverance; but that proteſſion which floweth trom an vut- 
wagd motive( where men asChamelions take their colour trom 
that which ſtands next them, their Religion from thoſe they 
have their dependance upon, ) is of ſhort duration. 

A man that minds Religion by the by, is like Nebuchadnez.- 
zars Image, he hath an head of gold, but teet of clay. His 
beginning may be like Nerv's tirſt five years, tull of hopz and 
encouragement, bur afterwards as acarkz(s, he is more falthy 
and unlavory every day than other. Hts inſmcerity cauſerh 
his inconftancy. Trecs unſound at the root, will quickly y 
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ceale their putiang forth of fruit. Such.men it godlineſs en- 

joy a Summer of proſperity may like a Serpent creep on the 

ground and ſtretch themielves at length, to receive the 

p warmth of the Sun, but if Winter come he will creep inco 
F ſome Ditch or Dunghil, left he ſhould take cold. 

Travellers that go to Sea,mecrly to be Sea-tick,or in ſport, 

if thcre ariſe a black cloud or ſtorm, their voyage 1s at an 
end, they haſten to the harbourz they came not to be Wea- 
ther-bcaten, or to hazard themiſclves amongſt the boiltrous 
Billows, but only for pleaſure : But the Merchant that is 
bound for a voyage, whoſe calling and bufincls it is, is not | 
dauntcd at every Wave and Wind , but drives through 
all with reſolution. Fethat only pictends towards Religi- 
on, if a ſtorm me«ct him m the way to Heaven, he Laves 
it and takcs ſhelter in the carth; as a Snail, he puts out 
his head to fee what Weather is abroad ( what counte- 
nance Religion hath at Court, whether great men do (mile 
or frown upon the Waycs of God ) and it the Heavens be 
lowring, he ſhrinks into his ſhcll, cſteeming that his only 
ſafety. _ But they that make godlincſs their bulineſs, do not 
ſieer their courſe by ſuch cards, they tollow their trade, 
though they mect with many trials; as reſolved travellers, 
whether the wayes be tair or toul, whether the weather bc 
clear or cloudy, they will go on towards their Heavenly 
Canaan, They go from ſtrength to ſtrength, till they appear before 
God in $10n, Pſal. 84.8. 

When men follow godlin: {s by the by, and in jelt, they take 
it to farm and acccpt Leaſes of it tor a time, but it the times 
come to be ſuch, that in their blind judgements, it 'prave 
an hard penny-worth, they throw it up into their Land- 

Lords hands; Vadat Chriftus ( as he faid ) cum ſwo Evan- 

gelio, but men that make Religion their bulineſs, take it as 

their free-hold, as their fce-fimple which they enjoy ( and 

eſteem it their priviledge fo to do ) for the whole term of 

| their lives ; I bave choſen thy ſtatutes as my heritage for ever, 1 

7 bave enclined my heart to perform thy ſtatutes alprayes wnta the 
'end, Plalm 139. 11, 12. 
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The godlineſs of an unſound Profeſſor , is like jthe 
light of a Candle, ted with grols-and greafie matter ( as 
profit and honour and pleaſure ) which cuntinueth burmog,, 
till that tallowy ſubſtance be waſted, but then, go*th out and 
leaves a ſtench bchind it; the holinels of a true Chriſtian 15 
like the light of the Sun, which hath its original in Heaven, 
and is fed from above, and thereby ſhines brighter and brighter 
to perfelt day, Prov. 4. 18. 


CHAP. V. 


Religion is the great end of mans Creation. 


Come in the third place to the Reaſons, Why godlineſs The reaſ#n of 
ſhould be every mans main and principal butinets. te DoQrine, 
Firſt, Becauſe it is Gods chief end in ſending man into, and 

continuing him in this world. . It is without queſtion, that the 

work ſhould be tor that end, to which 1t is appointed, and 

for which it is maintained by a fovcraign and intelligent 

work-man. Where the Maſtcr hath authority to command, 

there his end and errand mult be chicfly in the ſervants 

eyc. Zeno well dehines Liberty to be iEreiz duronpayias, 2 Laert. in vite 
power to actand practiſe at a mans own Pleafurez oppo- Zen. 

lite to which, ſervitude muſt be a determination to at 

at, and according to the will of another, A ſervant is(as the y,. .,,, uw 
Orator ſaith well |) nomen Officii a word that ſpeaks one un- uy, Ariſt. 
der command, he 15 not one that moveth of himſelf, but the Potn, 6. 9. 
Maſters living inſtrument ( according to the Philoſopher ) 

to be uſcd at his pleaſure, According to the title or power 

which one hath over another, ſuch muſt the ſervice be. Where 

the right is abſolute, the obedience muſt not be conditional; 

God having therefore a perfe ſoveraignty over his crea- 

tures, and compleat right to all their ſervices 3 his end and 

aim, his will and word, muſt be principally minded by them. 

Paul gathers this fruit from that root. The God whoſe I am, 

and whom 1 ſerve, As 27.23. His ſubjeQtion s founded on 

Gods Dominion over him, Now 
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Now the great end to which man is deligned by God, is 
the exerciſing himſelf to godlineſs. God erected the ſtately 
fabrick of the great World for man, but he wrought the 
curious piece of the little World | man |] for himſclt, Of all 
his viſible works be did ſit man ap«rt for his own Worſhip. Man, 
faith one, is the'end of all in a ſemicircle, intimating that 
all things in the World were made for man, and man was 
made for God. It 15 but rational to ſuppoſe that it this world 
was made for us, we muſt be made for more than this World, 
It is an ingenious obſcryation of Picus Mirandula, God crc+ 
ated the Earth fur beaſts to inhabit, the Sea for fiſh, the Air for 
Fowls, the Heavens for Angels and Stars, man therefore hath no 
place to dwell and abide in, but the Lord alone. 

The great God according to his infinite Wiſdom hath de- 
ſigned all his creatures to ſome particular ends, and hatch 
imprinted in their natures an appetite and propenſity to- 
wards that end, as the point and ſcope of their being. (Yea, 
the very inanimate and irrational creatures are ſerviceable to 
thoſe ends and ufcs in their ſeveral places and ations) Birds 
build their ncſts exactly, bringing up their young tenderly. 
Beaſts ſcramble and ſcuffle for their Fodder, and at laſt be- 
come mans food. - The Sun,Mon and Stars move regularly 
in their orbs, and by their light and influence advantage 
the whole World. The little Common-wealth of Bees work 
both induſtriouſly and wonderfully for the benctit of man- 
kind. Flowers refre{h us withtheir ſcents z Trees with their 
ſhade and fruits : Fire moveth upward ; Earth falleth down- 
ward, each by nature haſining to its center z Thunder and 
Winds being exhalations drawn up from the earth by the 
heavenly bodies are wholly at ( though ſtubborn and violent 
creatures ) the call and command of the mighty poſleſſor 
of Heaven and Earth, and with them, as with bcſoms 
he ſweeps and puriteth the air ; Fiſh ſport up and 


amen _ down 1n Rivers; Kzvers run along ſometimes leen, ſometimes 
gans 


pour- 


xray their gods in Wood and.Srone with Mufical Inftruments, not that they believed 


the gods to 


Fidlers, or loyers,of Mufick,but to ſhew that nothing is more agreeable to 
the nature of God, than t0'do all in a ſweet harmony and proportion. 8utarch. 
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ſecrer, never ceaſing or tiring till they empty themſelves 
into the Ocean; the mighty Sea (like a pot of water) by its 
ebbing and flowing purgeth if ſelf, boulgth and prepareth 


* ſuſtenance for living creatures. Through this womb, of *pjſcis a paſes; 
moiſture, this great Pond of the world ( as : : Biſhop Hall term: ,, ;, Conemp. 


eth it ) men travel in movable houſes, from country to country, 
tranſporting and exchanging commodities. Thus the Almighty 
Creator doth (y$ousredr, as Plato ſaith ) obſerve a curious 
comely order in all his work, and appoints them to ſome 
uſe according to their nature. Surely much more is man (the 
point in whichall thoſe lines meet ) deligned to ſome noble 
end, ſuitable to the excellency of his being 3 and what can 
that be but to worſhip the glorious and blefled God, and 
the exerciſing himſelf to godlineſi ? 

The L1rd made all things for himſelf, Prov. 16. 4. God made 
things without life and reaſon, to {crve him paſſively and 
ſubj<@ively, by adminiftring occalion to man to admire and 
adore his Maker, but man was made to worſhip him aQtive- 
ly and affectionately, as ſcnlible of, and affefted with that 
divine Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs which appear mn them. 
As all things are of him, as the cfhcient cauſe, fo all things 
mult neceflarily be for him as the final cauſe. But man in an 
eſpecial manner 1s predcſtinated and created for this purpoſe, 
Iſa. 43. 1, and 7. Thou art mine, I have created him for my 
glory; I have formed him, yea, I have made him. There is both 
the Author and the End of our creation : the Author, 1 
have created him, tIfe End, for my glory. As man 1s the moſt 
exa@ picce on which he beſtowed moſt pains, fo from him 
' cannot but cxpe& moſt praiſe. Lattantizs accounteth Re- 
1gion the molt proper and eſſential difference between men 
and beaſts. The praiſes which beaſts give God are dumb,their 
ſacrifices are dead ; but the facritices of mien are living, and 
their prailcs lively. 

God did indeed (et up the admirable houſe of the viſible 
world, ( floating it with the carth, watering it with the 
Occan, and ceiling it with the pearly Heavens) for his. own 
ſervice and honour, but the payment of this rent is ex» 
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lime dedit ca- 
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pected from the hands of man the inhabitant, He was made 
and: put into this houſe upon this very account, that he 
might, as God's Sttward, gathcrhis-rents from other crea- 
thres, and pay in'to the great Landlord his due and dc- 
ferved praile. * Man is made as a glals, to repreſent the per- 
fections that arcin God. A glals can receive the beams of 
the'Sun into it, and reflect them back again tothe Sun. The 
excellencics of Godfappear abundantly m his works 3 man is 
made to be the' glats where thele beams of divine glory 
ſhould be united and received, and alſo from him reflected 
back to God again. 

O how abſurd is it to conceive, that God ſhould work a 
body fo curiouſly in the loweſt parts of the earth, embroider it 
with nerves, veins, varicty and proportion ot parts, ( mira- 
cles enough, ſaith one, between head and foot to hill a Vo- 
lame) and then enliven it with a ſpark of his own fire, aray 
of his own light, an Angelical and Heaven-born foul, and 
fend this -piCture of 15 own perfcCtons, this comely crea- 
rure into the world, mcealy ro cat, and drink, and fleep, or 
to buy and fel], and ſow, and rcap. Surely the only wile 
God had an highcr cnd, and nobler dchign m forming and 
taſhioning man with ſo much care and coſt. 

The upright tigure of man's body ( as the p*ctical Hea- 
then could obſerve ) may mind him of looking upward 
to thoſe bleſſed manlions above; and that fifth muſcle in 
his eye, C whercby he ditfcreth alſo trom other creatures ) 
who have only four,one to turn downward, another to hold 
forwards, a third to turn the cye to the right hand, a fourth 
to turn the cye to the lctt, ( but no unreaſonable creature 
can turn the eye upward as man can.) may admonith him of 
viewing thote ſuperiour glories, and exerciling himſclt to 
godlineſs, it being given him tor this purpofe, faith the 
Anatomiſt, that by the help thercot he might behold the 
heavens; thusthe bleſſed God, even by ſenltible d<montira- 
tions, ſpeaks his mind and end in making man, but the na- 
tare of mans foul being a ſpiritual ſubltance, doth- more 
toudly proclaim God's pleaſure, that he would have it-con- 
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verfant about ſpiritual things. He made it an heavenly ſpark, 
that it might mount and aſcend to heaven, 

A Philoſopher may get riches, ſaith Ariftotk, but that is Arift. Polir, 

not his main bufineſs3.a Chriſtian may, nay, muſt follow his * *+ 6 * 
particular calling, but that is not his main buſineſs, that is 
not the errand tor which he was ſent in:o the world. God 
made particular callings for men, but he made men for their general 
callings. It was a diſcreet anſwer of Anaxagoras Clazamenius, Celum mibi 
to one that asked. him why he came into the world, Ut Mana cus 
calum contempler, That I might contemplate heaven. Heaven is ne anc 
my country, and for that is my chiefeſt care: May not a Chriſtian Diogen, A 
upon better reaſon conteſs that to be the end of his creation, err. 
that he might ſeck heaven, and be ſervicable to the Lord of 
heaven, and ſay as Ferom, I am 4 miſerable ſinner, and born 
only to repent, The Fewiſh Talmud propounds this queſtion, 
Why God made man on the Sabbath-eve, and gives this an» 
ſwer, That he might preſently enter upon the command of ſan= 
Gifying the Sabbath, and begin hs life with the worſhip of God, 
which was the chief reaſon and end why it was given him. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Religion is a work of the greateſt weight. It is Soul- 
work, it is God-work, it is Etermity-works 


CeEcondly, Godlinels ought to be every man's main buſi- 
line(s, becauſe it is a work of the greateſt concernment _ 
add weight, Things that are of molt ſtreſs call for our great- 
elt ſirength. Our «tmoſt pains ought to be laid out upon that 
which isof higheſt price: man's diligence about.any, work 
mult be anſwerable to the conſequence of the work. The 
folly of man ſeldong appears more than in being yery buſie 
about nothing, in making a great cry where there is little 
wool; like that empty fellow that ſhewed himſelfto Ak» 
anger, (baying ſpent och tiene, and he mac ag 
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b-:fore- hand) and boaſted that he could throw a Pea through 
a lictle hole, expeQting a great reward.z but the King gave 
him only a buſhel of Peaſe for a recompence, luicable to his 
diligent neghgence, or his bulie' idlencls.. Things that are 
vain and empty, ate unworthy of our care and induſtry. The 
man that by hard labour and hazard of his life, did cl mb up 
to the top of the ſteep'e to (et an egg an end, was deſervedly 
the obje& of pity and laughter, We ſhall thiak him little 
better than mad, that ſhould make as great a fire for the 
roaſting of an egg, as for the roaſting of an ox. 

On the other tide,” the wiſdom of men never preſcnteth 
it ſelf to our view in livelier colours, than in giving thoſe 
affairs, which are of greatelt concernment, precedency of 
time and ſtrength. Of bruits man amay*learn this leſſon, 
When the Cart 1s empty, or hath but liccle lading, the Team 
gveth calily along, zhey play upon the road ; but when the 
biirthen is heavy, or the Cart ſtuck, they pull, and draw, 
and put forth all their ſtrength. 

Now godlineſs is, among(t all man's works, of thegreat- 
eſt weight; Thetruth is, he hath no work of weight but 
this ; this is the ome thing neceſſary, and in this one vhing-are 
man's all things. Our unchangeable weal or woe in the other 
world, is wrapt up in our diligence or negligence about 
this : our carthly bufineſs, be they about food or raiment, 
about honours or pleaſures, or whatſorver, are bat toys and 
trifles, but babJes and butterflies 'to this, Ascandley: before 
the Sun, they muſt all diſappear and give place to this. 

Myofes, a pious and tender father, when leaving them, ( in 
his Swan-like ſong ) gives avoury advice to his children. 
We need not doubt but his ſpirttual motions were quickeſt, 
whetr his _— motions were floweftz that the' ſiyeam _ 
grace ran with full firength, when it was to'empry it 
to the Ocean of glory. Mark what ſpecial connfet he gives 
them, who were committed to his feciabieare, Dewt. 32. 46. 
St your bearty to all the words which I command yau vhis day, for 
it #7 tot + vain thing, browſe it 11 your fife. We whith-weor we 
hive, ts Commandment, and 2: an Arguiycar, The,Com- 


mandment 
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mandmenit 1s, Set your hearts to all the words which I command 
you this day ; that is, exerciſe yoxur ſelves to godlineft. He doth not 
ſay, lend them your ears, to litten to them lightly, or let 
them have your tongues to {peak of them curſorily. No, it is 
not, {ct your heads, but ſet your hearts to all the words, &fc. He 
doth not ſay, let your works be according to theſe words, 
or let your feet ever make them your walk ; no, it is not, 
ſet your hands, but,ſet your hearts to the words that I ſpeak unto 
you. Make it your bulinels, and then your cars aud tongues, 
your feet, your heads, your hands, and all will be emploied 
about them to the p.irpoſe, But what ſpecial argument doth 
Moſes urge for the entorcement of this on work ? [urcly 
that which I am ſpeaking of, the weight of it. Ser your hearts 
to all the words which 1 command you this day, for it is not a 
vain thing, becauſe it #s your life, v. 47, Moſcs had expcrience, 
that the hearts of the Iſraelites were exceeding knotty wood, 
and therefore he uſeth an heavy Beetle ” drive home the 
wedge: it isnot a vain thing, it islife. As ifhe had aid, 
Were it a matter of (mall moment, ye might laze and loiter 
about it 3 but it behoves you to beſtir your lelvcsluſbly to 
follow it, laboriouſly to ſet your hearts to it, for it is as 
much worth as your lives that pearl of matchleſs price is 
engagzcd, and at (take, in your purſuit of godlineſs. Life, 
though but natural, is of fo much value, that men w:ll Gcri- 
tice their honours, and pleaſures, their wealth and liberty, 
and all to 6+ 

The Egytzians parted with their coſtly Jewels willingly, to 
redeem their lives, as Calvin obſerveth, The widow 1 the 


eGolpel {pared none of her wealth to obtain health, which is 


much imteriour £5 life. Skim for 1kin, md al that « man bath, 
will be give f r bis /ife. Throw but a bruit into the water tg 
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drown it, how will it labour, and toi}, and ivcat to pres dando. Caloin 


ſerve its like. View a man on his death-bed, when a diſt;m; 


peris, lixea firong enemy, fighting to force life out of the 
held, how doch nature then, with all the might and | 


It hath, firive and ſtruggle co keep 1ts ground ? . What p oy: 
ting and þreathing, K. 
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parts do you behold ? and no wonder, The man labowreth for 
| life. It there be ſuch labour for a natural life, that is but wm- 
4 bra vite, a ſhadow to this the ſubſtance, which is but the 
union of the body and ſoul, and lieth under a neceſſity of 
diſſolution ? what labour doth a ſpiritual life deſerve, that 
conlifteth in the foul's union and communion with the 
blefſed Saviour, and which neither men nor devils, ncither 
death nor hell, ſhall ever deprive a belicver of,. but in ſpite 
of all it will grow and increaſc till it commence eternal lite ? 
Well might Me es expect, that fuch an heavy weight as this 
ſhould make great impreſſion, and fink deep into their affc- 
ions. For it # not @ vain thing, becauſe it is your life. 

We may fay of this work of Chriſtianity, compared with 
all other works, what David ſaid of Goliah's (word, There is 
none like it ; this 1s ſoul-work, this is God-work, this is eternizy- 
work, and therefore of greateſt weight, and requireth us all 
to make it our buſineſs ; ſuch blows as theſe three are, one 
would think might force fire out ofa flint. 

This 1s ſoul-work,: as foul-woe 1s the heavieſt woe, and 
ſoul-wants are the greateſt wants, ſo ſoul-work is the wergh- 
tieft work z the dangers of a ſoul are the deepeſt dangers, the 
loſs of the ſoul is the dreadfullcſt loſs, the negleR of the foul 
is the dolctulleſt neglet. The conſequence of the aQtion is 
frequently ſpecified from the excellency of the perſon or 
ſubjeR concerned init. Theſoul of man is a moſt excel- 
lent piece, both in regard of the ſpirituality and immortality 
of its ſubſtance, as alſo in regard of that divine image im- 
printed .on it, thoſe heavenly qualities with which it was 
at firſt endowed. Princes ſtamp not their image (except int 
caſes of neceſſity ) on braſs, or tin, or leather, but on gold and 
ftver, the chicfeſt and moſt excellent metalls. Therefore 
though thoſe affairs which concern 'the body are | but 
of ordinary reſpeR, yet thoſe that concern the ſoul are 
of unconceivable weight and regard. One ſoul is more 
worth than ten thouſand bodics, than ten thouſand 
worlds. | | 
(, Thegreat thing Cfaich one ) in this world. an yian, and 
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the greateſt thing in, man is bis Soul. It is an abridgement of 


the inviſible world, as the body is of the viſible : The bo+ 


dy though no mean work contidered abſolutely, yet of or- 
dinary worth conſidered comparatively to the (foul. It is a 
mud-wal incloting a rich mo as a common mask' to 
a beautiful face, as a courſe cabinet having in it a precious 
carkanet, 

The very Heathen acknowledged that the ſoul was the 
man, the body but its ſervant , and theretore the Chriſtian 
may wellcall it, and care for it as his darling, as his only 
on:,as the Original is in that place, Pal. 22. 20. Chryſoſtom 
obſerveth,omniaDens dedit duplicia, God hath given man two 
Eycs, two Ezrs, two Hands, two Feet, that the failing -of 
the one, may be ſupplyed by the help of the: other ;/: Anj- 
mam vero #nam, but one ſoul 3 it that miſcarry there 1s nv 
remedy : NebxchadnezZzar loſt his Reaſon, and that was re- 
ſtored z David loſt his Wives, Children and Goods, and yet 
they were recovered ; nay, Lazarus loſt his life and was re- 
vived z but for the loſs of the Soul, no power can recover 
it, no price can redeem, no pearls, no not the: whole world 
can recompence its loſs. | 

Well might Charls the Fifth, when ſolicited by a great 
Counccllor Antonio de Leva to cut off all the Princes in Ger- 
many, that he might rule alone, forbear to put his advice into 
practice, and cry out, 0 Anima, Anim, Ohmy ſou!, my ſoul, 
rwhat then will beeome of my ſou!? It was a royal anſwer which 
Maximilian King, of Bobemia gave the Pope, who perſwadcd 
him to turn good Catholick, promiting him much advan- 
tage 3 Ithank your Helinefl, but my ſouls health is dearer to 
me than all the things in the world. HRilt. Conc. Trent. 

The Apolile calls the body a vile body , Phil, 3; wt. in re- 
gard of its original production ( it was made not of hea» 
venly materials, as Sun or Stars 3 nor of precious materials; 
as pearls, or jewels, but ex pulvere limoſo &* Intoſs ,, of dult 
mingled with water )) and 10 regard of its ultimate -refo- 
lution , it becomes firlt an ugly gaſily  carkaſs; aud: then 
moulders into caxth; but the Holy Ghoſt calls —_— 
K 3 
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The breath of tbe Almighty, Fob 33. 4. It was notas the bo- 
dy framed of duſt, but immediately breathed by God him- 
(elf; 3t was not. the frujt-of ſome pre-cxiſient matter, but 
the immediate effeft of Divine power : The ſoul is in a uf 
ſpiritual as well as in a natural ſenſc,the lite of the body, eſpe- 
cially if you take vivere for walere, to live tor to be luſty, and to 
be-in health, tor what the Sun is to the greater, that the 
Soul. is to the lefler World. When the Sun ſhineth com- 7 
fortably, how 'chearfully do all things look ? how well 01 
do they thrive and profper? the Birds fing merrily, the ty 
Beaſts play wantonly, the Trees and Hearbs put forth J 
thar buds and fruits; the whole Creation enjoycth a day 
of light and joy : But when the Sun departeth, what a 
-night of horror followeth ? how are all things wraptup in 
the fable mantle of darkneſs ? nay, let but the heat * its 
beams abate, how do all faces gather paleneſs? the crea- 
tures arc buried, as it were in the winding-theet of Win- b 
ters froſt and ſnow : ſo when the foul ſhineth pleaſanc- 
ly on the body, refreſhing it with its beams of holincls, with 
its raycs of grace, the body cannot but enjoy a Summer of 
health and ſtrength. Such afi-ul inſuch a body , is like a 
pure wax-candel in a chryſtal lanthorn, retrcſhing with its 
ſcent, direQting by its light, and comtorting with its heat 3 
but if the foul be weak, and full of fpiri-aa! wants, the bo- 
dy muſt needs wither, The foul is the (hp in which the 
body fails, if that be ſafe the body 1s {ate, 1t chat ſinks the 
body ſinks for ever. 

From all this it appeareth that Soxl-work, is a weighty 
4 work ( not to be dallicd or trifled w:th ) but to be ma 
the buſineſs of every man. Godlin.{s muſt therefore be 
followed with care and conſcience, becauſe of foul conſe- 
| x It was our deprivation of godlineſs whi h was the 

uls greatelt ff, and theretore tor the regaini: g of it, ought 
to. be our greateſt labowr. God ſent his Son 1n:0 the world 
for this very purpole, that he might by his bloody paſſins re- 
ftore man to his primitive purity and perfection. God|mcls 15 the 
ſouls food which nouriſheth it , who would 'frati his horſe 
( Corpus 
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( Corpus eft juneentum anime ) and ſtarve himſelt ? The fouls 
rayment both for its defence and warmth, nay, the-life of 
its life. The life of the foul, as Fecebs in Benjamin, is bound 
up in godlin.ls, - Take godlincls away, aud the ſoul goth 
down into the grave of the other world with unſpeakable 
{orrowW, 

Godlineſs as it 15 Sowl-work, (0it 1s God-works as the: ex+ 
ccllency of the ſubject in which, fo alſo the excellency ofthe 
obje& about which-it 1s converant ſpeaks it to be. weighs , Fiones [peci- 
ty. The Moraliſts tel-us3 That attions are ſpecified nov only ficantur © fine 
from their ends and circumſtances, but likgwiſe fromtheid objefts; 9910850 & cre 
And the Divines affure us, that the chiefeft ſource of mans ſin —_— 
and ſorrow is bis cauſing the bent and ftream of his imward man qo, philof. 
to run after wrong objeds. It objetts then can vary the ſpzries; 
they may much more add to the degree,'to the waght-of an 
ation, Where the objcQt is great, no ſlip can be ſmall 

Evil words ſpoken, or blows given to an ordinary. man, 
bear but a common aCtion at Law, but in caſe they relate 
to the King, they are Treaſon. The higher the perſowis 
with whom we converſe, the holicr and more exa& ſhould 
our carriage be, If we walk with our <quals,we'toy and trifle 
by the way, and poſlibly it occaſton be, wander from ther; 
but if we wait apon a Prunce, cf{pecially about our own near 
concernments, we are fcrious and fedulous, watching: his 
words, and working with the gr catcſt diligence tor the per-« 
formance of his pleaſure, A Lawyer will mind the Coun- 
trey-mans cauſe when he 15at leiſure, when greacer-affairs 
wc him leave, and then ( 1t may be ) doit but colds 
ly careleſly ; But if he have bulinels commurted ro num 
By his Soveraign, which concerns the! prexogative, he-will oo © 
make other. cauſes ſhy. ,cxowd out 'of the Pucts- to falute © 0 
this, attcnd-it with all bes: parts, and power!,: and: abil- | 
ty, and induftry. :and never take brs leave of it :titl © be 

finiſhed. I nced not explain my tneaning a this ,- it 16 
obyious to every cye that godlinels is the! worſhipping 
the infinite, and evet bleſſed God ;; ſurely his Ervice 1 et 
ther to be delayed nor dallicd wichzit a _ 
fludber 
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ſlubb:rd over. Curſed is be that doth the work of the Lord 
zeglsgently. 

When wedcal with our equals, with them that ſtand up- 
on the ſame level with us,- we may deal as men, our afte- 
&tions may be like Scales that are evenly poized, 1n regard 
of indifferency, but when we have to do with a God, ( fo 
great, that in compariſon of hum, the vaſt Ocean, the broad . 
Earth, and the higheſt Heavens are all {5 than nothing, 
and ſo- glorious that the great lights of the World, though 
- every Star were a Sun, yet in reſp. of him are perte 
darkneſs) we muſt be like Angels, our aff-Qtions ſhould be 
all in a flame in regard of fcrvency and activity. The very 


Turk, Bit.Fol., Tacrks though they build thcir own houſes low and homely, yet 


they take much pains about their Moſebres, their Temples, 
they build them higb and jtately. David conlidered about a 
Temple for God, The work is great, for the palace is not for 
man, but for the LordGod. Now ( taith he) I have prepared 
with all my might for the Houſe of my God, Upon this foundati- 
on thatat was God-work, David raifeth this building to 
make it his buſmeſs, to prepare tor it with all his might, as 
if. he had ſaid; Had: it beers for man, the work, bad been mean, 
it had wanted exceedingly of that weight which now it hath ;, but 
the work is great, for the palace is not fir man, but for God; and 
becanſe it is a work of ſuch infinite weight , therefore I have pre- 
peared for it with all my might. I can think no pains great enough 
for ſo great a Prince. f 
It was provided m the O'd Law, that the weights and 
meaſures of the S:nEtuary, ſhould be double to the weights 
and meafures of the Common-wealth, The ſhekel of the 


Godw. Jew. SanGtuary was half a Crown of our money, and the ſhckeP 


of the Common-wealth but fif:een pence 3 the cubit of the 
SanQuary a full yard, the Commpn- cubit but half a yard, 
compare 1 King 7.15. with 2 Chron.z.and 15. The common 
Talent was one hundred eighty ſeven pounds ten ſhillings 3 
the Kings Talent two hundred eighty one pounds hve ſhil- 
lings; the Talent of the SanQuary was three hundred 
ſeventy five pounds, 1tinerarium Sac. And what was Ho 
it Go 
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Golpet of this,. buy tg 4cacly us, that, an! 4hings that: aps, 
pertain to Gods, we muſt. giye. wclght:: | double 
meaſure, double care, double. diligence; though men be 
flothful and ſluggiſh. iy the ſervice of men,  yet-they muſt 
be fiery ang | fervent in, ſpirit, when they - are ſerving the 
Lord, Rom. 12. 11. To give brals money to any4s-lamen- 
table, but to cait it ant. the trealury is ampli abomninables 
God, is a great God, and. looks ag; be- ſerves, like: bionfelk,! 
and accordzng_ to, his, excellent greatuels, Gwrſith be the \dr- 
ceiver which bath im bis flock a Male, and facrificeth to the Lord 
a corrupt thing ; for I am a gregt King ſaith - the Lard of Hoſts, 
and my name is dreadful anbthe Heathen, Mal: z. wit. © 
There are ſome of the Heathen, that Worſhip.thes wx for' 1ob. Picris 
a God, and. would; offer to the Sun; Þmewhat i ſaitable,and Ficr2529h- 
theretoge hecaule they . wondred at the Suns {witt 1hotion,) 
they would offer a Horſe with Wings 5 Now an Horle is a 
(wift creaturg , and one of the (trongelt- to: continue »in 977%, 72% » 
motion tor. a long time together, then chaving, Wings ad £9 9 7047” 
ded to him, they conceived him a  ſactitice. ſorhewhat ſais. Pau, mo 
table to the Sun. Surely much more icaule have-Ghriſtians * 
ro take care that their ſacrifices to the glorious and.boundifi 
Majejty, be ſome way ſuitable to his wnconcervable and infinive 
excellencies, | | | 
Further, Godlincfs 1s Eternity-work,,, ang therefose muſt 
needs be of infinite weight, and is warthy: of -all ons -gams 
and diligence, Weeltcem Lands which we hold in fxes{im- 
ple to us and our heirs for ever, at a far greater rate, and 
are more diligent to ſecure oux Titles to them, than thoſe 
lands which we have only a Jeaſe, of, or a. life in. Mens 
Eltatgs arc of more orlels vajue., accotding.to-the.cerm-of 
yeazs they have jn them, Miniljexs arg,often much more 
exact ip their Prynting, than an theix Pacaching. Such 
whoſe ordinary Preaching, words like a ſpring run fulk and 
faſt z-and (cnſe, or at leali judgement, likeapand Rands (61! ; 
will if they Payyt (5rue-theip parts -to:the higbethpitcly and 
"pare, fon BRPUR , that (if, poſſiblg. 2. tend and ſedtanors, 
realon and exprojions may Reap equal pace. 1fiven thicfe 
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Plut, in vit. 
Demoſl. 


Drex. Eternit, 
Concluſ. lib, 


1dem Non Con- 
ſid, cap, 1, 


whoſe Sermons when delivered m their Auditories ſmell ( as 
Chalcus (aid of - Demythenes Orations ) of the Lamp, are the 
fruits of much prayer, and ſtudy, yet when they are to pub- 
liſh:them to the World, they will ſurvey every ſentence, 
weigh every word, beſtow more care and-labour on them, 
hence poſlibly our proverbial ſpeech, when a thing is done 
exaGly. This is done in Print. But what is the ground of this ? 
I ſuppoſe one of the chictcſt , becaufe nien print in a ſenſe 
for Eternity : SermonF preached, or mens words pals away 
( with many ) like wind, tiow foon are they buried in the 
grave of Oblivion 3 but Sermong printed are mens works, live 
when they arc dead, and become an image of eternity z This 
ſhall be wvritten for the generation to come. | | 
Godlineſs is a work that relates not only to few lives, as 
Lands do, or to a few generations as mens Books do, but to 
the boundleſs bottomleſs Ocean of eternity inde. d, and there- 
fore calleth for all our care and diligence : Drexelizs obſerv- 
eth well -out' of the Father, Our works do not paſt away 
as ſoon as' they' are done ( as they may ſiers to do) but as ſeed 
ſown in time, they riſe "wp to all Eternity. A little ney- 
le& now may prove an eternal loſs; Whatſoever we think, 
ſpeak, or do, once thought, ſpoke or done it is eternal, it abideth 
for ever. 
. Eternal liſe is -promiſed to the diligent ; Eternal death is 
the portion of the negligent: The former ſhall 'be bathed 
in the rivers of Gods eternal pleafwres, the latter ſhall ſuffer the 
vengeance of eternal fire. To be tormented day and night 
for ever and ever, and to enjoy the execeding and eternal 


weight of Glory axe certainly no jeſting matrers, bat of 


more concernment than we can-poſlibly conceive. Who 
would not, labour hard to attain eterza/ life ? Who 
u_— not work night and day to avoid eternal death, eter- 
nal wo. 

Zenxi; the famous Limner made painting his buſineſs, 
and was ing carefull and curious in drawing all his 
liness. he! would let no piece of his go'abroad into the world 
tobe ſeenof men, -til}- he had turned it over and over ; 
; viewed 
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vicwcd it on this fide and” that fideagain and again, and 
being asked the reaſon, anlwered, Becauſe what I paint, I 
paint for eternity 3 (© it is with every man and woman 
m the exerciſe -of godlinels , - t- 25 of © eternal concernment 
we pray, we hear tor eternity, we! read,” we ting, we watch, 
we tatt, we live, we dye tor etermiy , O b:w exattly, how dili- 
gently ſhould all be dine ? 

The Holy Ghoſt urgeth it as a reaſon, why mens eyes and 
hearts ſhould not be {ct upon riches, becauſe they are not 
«ernal. In one place Solomon tells us, That riches aren't, Prov. 
23. 5. In another place, thatghey are not for ever, Prov.27.4. 
becaule things that are not fofever, areas if they were not 
at all. Eternal life i; te tre life, faith Augnſtine, this is but the 
ſh idow or ſemblance of life. The affairs of time are but trifles 
to the aff.irs of eternity z but our eyes and hearts muſt be ſet 
upon godlineſs, becanſe it 15 for ever, it willdo 2 (onl good 
tor ever 3 our Saviour doth from this argument coramiand-us 
to make godlincls our chict emp'oyment; Labour nat for 
the meat that periſheth, but for that meat which endureth to 
everliſting life, 7 obn 6.27. where labour for temporal food is 
not prohibited; but labour for eternal tood is preferred. 

It was the conſideration of this that made the forty Mar- 
tyrs ſiffer ſo ventrouſly and vahantly under Licinivs, Bafl.q0.Mert, 
Amnn.300. When Agricalaus his Deputy and one of the 
Devils agents, ſct upon them ſeveral wayrs to draw them to 
denyChriſt,and at lait tempted them with an offer of Wealth 
and Preferment 3 they all cry.d out with one coriſent , 
@ didiorm, & aidiorns yieuare Sides T2 Snulvrra, O Eterni- 
ty, Eternity, give us money that will laſt to Eternity, and glory 
; will abide for ever, They ſhghted that pittifol wealth 
which was currant only in this beggarly world, and made Re- 
ligion their buſineſs, becavſe it brought them in durable 
riches, Things that are tranſicnt and temporal may, like haſty 
ſiorms, ſalute only the ſurface of our hearts afid away, but 
things that are permanent and eternal, mult hke foft-ſhowrs 
link deep into our affections and command all our actions. 
Ahdid but man know what it is to be eternally” in Hell fire, 
L 2 and 
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and what it is'to live eternally in Gols Favour, he would'do 
any thing were itnever ſo hard to arrive at Heavep. 

The Romans build their Temples round, and the rule of 
Pytbageras was, When men worſhipped they muſt turn themſelves 
round ; Thoſe Heathens had- confuſed notions of Eternity, 
and repreſented it 'by round things, becauſe ſuch-had net- 
ther beginning nor end. If they by the light of Nature ſaw 
a little of it,and-thence would have their Temples and Wor- 
ſhip ſuitable toit z then much more we, who haveclearer 
apprehenfions by the light of Scripture, muſt have our- con- 
verfations mort. orgngl & 
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CHAP. VIL 


The neceſſity 4 making Religion our buſineſs, both in 
regard of the oppoſition 4 Chriſtian meets with, and 
the multiplicity of buſineſi which lyetb wpou bin, 


Hirdly, Godlineſs. muſt be made our principal bulineſs, 

our main work, becauſe otherwiſe we ſhall loje oner reward, 
We fay, As good never a whit, as never the better. Piety with- 
out much paits will redound to little or no profit z How 
fooliſh is that builder, who in ſetting up an houſe hath been 
at much coſt, and yet loſeth all, becauſe he will be at no 
turther charge Many loſe what they have wrought, 2 Fohn $. 
Their works, becauſe not their buftinefs, are not perfect, and 
ſo to ſmall purpoſe. The ſlothful roaſts not what he took in 
hunting, Prov. 12. 27. He was at ſome Jabour to catch the 
Beaſt, but was loth to be at any more in dreſſing it, and ſo 
all was loſtz aboriouſnels to godlineſs 1s as the foul to the 
body, which being ſeparated from it, godlineſs dyeth and 
quickly becomes unſavoury. 

The reward of Godlineſs is of infinite worth, the 
end of Holineſs ( as of Hope ) 1s the ſalvation of the 
foul , the eternal aud immediate enjoyment of God in 
Heaven. Now who can think to attain the —_ 4 
u 
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ſuch raviſhing pleaſures without much pains. Tter per an- 
gnſta ad anguita. 

Things that are moſt delicate cannot be had without the 
greateſt diffienhy ; they that will enjoy large Diadems muſt run 
through many deaths, and dangers, and uſe much diligence. 
Nature her felt will not beftow her precious treaſure with- 
out much unwearied labour. Duſt and Dirt lye common in 
Streets, but the gold and filver mines are buricd in the bow- 
els of theearth, and they muſt work hard and dig deep that 
will come at them. Ordinary ſtones may be had in every 
quarry, bat park are ſecret_in the bottom of the Sea, and 
they muſtdive low,and hazard their lives, that will (fetch up 
the Oylters in which they breed, and) enjoy them, 

When did we ever find Nature fo prodigal of her gitts, as 
to beſtow $kill and excellency in any art or (cience, without 
indutiry and” diligence. Doth ſhe not force her ſtudents to 
beat thetr brains, to waſttheir bodies, to break their fleep, to 
burn up their ſtrength, before ſhe will permit them to pry 
into her ſecrets, to pick the lock of her curious Cabinet, and 
gain any conliderable knowledge of her Wealth and richnels. 
And can we think the God of Nature will give men to 
know him, as they are known of him, will bettow on them 
the unſpeakable gift, the pearl of price, the Holy of Holies, 
ſuch things as eye hath not ſeen, nor car heard, neither 
mans heart conceive, while they he lazing on the bed of 
Idlenets. 

Heaven 15 not unhtly compared to an Hill; among Hea- 
thens to Olympxs, among, Chriſhans to Mywnt Sion. They that 


, Will climb up to it, muſt pant, and blow, and ſweat tor it. 


Eljab"s Tranſlation to the place of bliſs, was much more 
ſpeedy and facile than ordinary. We ſee no panting heart, no 
trembling hands, no quivering lips, no ghaſtly looks to be 
the fore-runners of his paſſage into Eternal life. Where the 
union is near and natural, there the fcparation is hard and 
ainful,bat b:hold here the Marriage knot betwixt body and 

oul is not untied. Thoſe loving Relations like Husband and 
Wife, ride triumphantly together in a flately Chariot, 
L 3 to 
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to the heavenly Court yet even in this rapture God would 

teach us, that th: Virgin-inheritance mult bz raviſhed ; 

There appeared a chariot of fire, and horſes of fire, and Elijih 

went up Ly a whirl-wind int) heaven, 2 King. 2. 11. Whya 

chariot of fire, but tonote, that heaven mult be ſtormed and 

taken by fir-e, Fire is the molt active inanimate creature, 
hereby 1s figured that /2borious adtion is the way to the bea. 
tifical viſion. The Chariot is made of fire, the wheelsupon 
which it runs are a whirl-wind. Adtiveneſs and violence are 
the only way to the bleſſed inheritance. Whoever entred ito 
beaven with eaſs ? They that will be knighted muſt kneel for 
itz they that will wear the Crown muſt win it. A man is 
not crowned except he ſtrive Liwfuly, that is, fircnuoully, 1 Tim. 
2.25. He that will be ſaved, mujt work out bis ſalvation, and 
that with fear and trembling, Phil. 3. 

Legitime certa= Chriſt, who firſt bought the purchaſe, hath already (et 
reeſt ad P#$- the price, upon which, and no other, the ſons of men may 
—_—_ com to the poſſeſſion. There is indeed a two fold price of a 
moſe adverſa- thing, a natural price, when ſo much is laid down as is com» 
r.um aggredi. menf{urate or proportionable to the thing bought 3 fo the 
Bald. price of heaven was the bluud of Chriſt, Heb. 10. 19. 

A padiional price, when fo much is laid duwn, ( though 
inferiour tothe commodity ) upon which the {ller is con- 
tented that you cnjoy the thing defired : fo labour, knock- 
ing, working, 15 the price of heaven, 1/2. 55.3. This price 
1s made of man's tuture tclicity, and Chritt 1s reſolved not 

ayovifidt toabate the laſt farthing, Strive, ith he, to enter-in at the 
—_— gate, for many wi'l ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not be able 
mibus wiribus - oy . ; z 
© x17emas Luke 13.24. As ithe had {ajd, There will be many ſeekers, 
ſummiſq"e many that will both cheapen hcaven by a protefſion, and 
wires velunt bid ſomewhat by p-rtormanccs, but they (ſhall mils the 


agonizantes 4 F . th , Os 
I nf place for want of more pains, they hall not be able, It ye 


pro vita ſiyine therefore have any love to your fouls, be not only (cekers 
citis, pio morte bat ſirivers, do not ouly cheap?n and cff.r a little, but come 


ſi vin imii, wp to the price. Pat forth all your ſtrength as wreſtlers do, 
luftaturi. A ! 


Lapid, in loc, 


that ſtrive for malterics, as cver you would enjoy thoſe 
eternal pleaſures. Men were as good bid nothing, as not 
come up to the (cllers price. All 
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All ran in a race, but one veceiveth the prize -. ſo run that ye Sic no'at dili- 
may obtain, 1 Cor. 9. 24. They that intend for the Crown, gentiam Of ct 


(ter latem. 


do bcfore-hand diet themſelves, breath cheir bodics, and ©, , Lapid. 


when they run for the conquek;, (trive and firctch themſelves 
tothe utmoſt, he that_loitcreth is as ſure to loſe as it he 
fate ſtill, 

The lazie world, becauſe Chriſt ſends chapmcn up and 
down with his wares, to offer them to every houle, to 
every heart, thiak to have them at*their own ordinary 
rates 3 but they ſhall tind that grace, which is many degrees 
ſhort of glory, is not to be had by floth and idlenc(s, there 
mult be lifting up the heart, lending the cars, ſecking,fearch- 
mg, begging, digging, attention ot the outward, intention 
of the inward man, before men can underſtand the fear of 
the Lord, and find the knowledge of God, Prov. 2. 3, 4, 5. 
Though it be cafic to let the bucket into the well, yet it 1s 
bot work, and hard labour to draw water out of the well 
ofalvation. The laborious Bee only is laden with hony. 


The difire of the ſlthful killeth him, becauſe his hands refuſe © ji,0 {i tiof. 
to labour, Prov. 21.5. He is foll of wiſhing, but far from No» */f e ter- 


working. As the Cat, he would fain have the Fiſh, but is 
unwilling to wet his feet; hisdefires are deſtitute of ſuitable 
endeavours, and therefore rather harm him than help him, 
Like Iboſheth, he lazeth on his bed till he is deprived of his 
life. He thinketh to be hurried in haſte to heaven, to be 
carried as paſſengers in a ſhip aſleep in their cabins to their 
taven,. but is all the while in a deceitful dream. There is 
no going to thoſe heavens where Chriſt is in his glory, as the 
kck man came to the houſe where Chriſt was, in his eſtate of 
10miny, let down in a bed. 

He that will be but almoſt a Chriſtian, muft be content to 
$0 but almoſt to heaven. 

Idleneſs is the burial of our perſons, and negligence is the 
burial of our ations. Writing on the ſand is cahie, but ſoon 
vorn out, -its marr'd with a final} breath of wing; but 
vriting ori marble, as'it is more permanent, fo it- coſteth 
nore/ pains. An idle {ervant is in God's a --- evil 

ervant 


ris mollis ad 
aſtra via. Sen. 
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ſervant 3 h: doth not diſting.ih beewixt a flothful and an 
unfaithful man ; his. word tells us that he hath bonds for 
thoſe hands that are folded in the boſom, when they ſhould 
be working for a bliſliug; that he hath tettcps for thole tet 
that ſtand ſtill and tick faſt in theme and mud of finful 
pleaſures, when they ſhould be rfnning the way of his 

precepts 3 nay, that he hath utter daxkncſs for them that will 

not walk and work while they, cnzoy- the light, Metth. 25; 
26. and 30, He that takes his egſe in this wirld, maſt travel in 

the next. 

Two things ſhew a necelity that godlineſs muſt be made 
our buſineſs, if ever we would make any thing of it, 

Firſt, Becauſe of the oppoſition we meet with, in the way of 
Religion. When the wind aud tice are both with the Mar- 
river, he may hoiſe up his ſail and fit {ti}, but when both 
are againſt him, he muſt row hard, or never think to come 
to his haven. 1he way to heaven is like Fonathan's paſſage 
againſt the Philiſtims, betwixt two rocks, the one Bozes, dir- 
ty the other Seneb,thorny.z the mcn of the world will be cver 
diligent, either with dirt to beſpatter ther credits, or with 
thorns to-wound and pierce their conſciences that walk m 
this path z he muſt therefore have a mind well reſolved to 
take pains, and his feet well ſhod with patience, that will 
go this way to Paradiſe, The way of this world is like -the 
vale of Siddim, flimy and flippery, tull of hme-ptts and 
ſftumbling-blocks to maim or mylcþict vs, . Saintsare Princes 
in all Lands, but as Pripces that paſs through a country m 
diſguiſe meet with many aftronts, fo do Chriltians. 


The fleſh is like Bird-lune, which when the ſpirit would 
at any time mount up to heaven.with the; wings of faith ar 
meditation, hampers and huders it 3 it, is:the--holy Jobls 
priſon, wherein it 15 fetter'd and faften'd, that it cannar a5 it 
would walk at liberty, and {ck God's precepts. | The devil, 
both a Serpenttor craft, and a Lionfor cruelty, doth, out of 
his hatred to God, make it his conſtant bulinels by his-powes 

and policy $0 hindex godlineſs. Agthe Panther, becaultibe 
- cannet, come at the pexſon, he tegrs | the+piture where 


ever 
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The meveſcit y-afoengkeng Reldgiawonex bufmeſs : 


ever hetinds it ; Wewreftle not with fleſh ard Hou, butt with 
principalities and powers, Epheſ; 6. 12.  Whule Satan reigucth 
lg |} #2 a creature, all may be quiet and calm, but xt he be once 
Les 'calt ont, he will rage and: roar to purpalc. ; While Iſrael 
aut || {rveth the Epyprians, carrying their cxofſes, bearing, their 
burthens, doing their drudgery,;allis well 3; but when. once 


\ 


i 
-- 


| n . 

hee they thake off Pharaoh's yoke, turn their backs upon Egypt, 
25. and {et out for Canaun, with what torce-and tury are they 
1 in | pxriucd tobe brought back to their tormer bondage ? Chrilt 


was no fooner baptized than brffete4 3 he went as. 3t Were out 

ade | of the water of baptiſm-into the fire of temptation x, And at the 

Prince wereall his time perſecuted,” hs, lubj<as malt not, cx- 

3. of pect tobe wholly priviledged. The crols 15 tied as. a tag, to 
the-proteſſion of Chriltianity, Matth. 10. 30. One Article 

oth | 17 the Indenture which all Apprentices mult feal to, that 

and will call Chriſt Maſter, is to. bear the crols daily,, Matth, 16. 

age The Saints are as veſſelsfloting on the waters.of Meribah, 

dig. | Wxre (Omne quod flat Aquilo eft, as Tertwllian faith of Pontus) 

ever | 9 Wind blows bit what is ſharp and keen. The He- 

mob brews Wcre no ſooner enlightned to their converſion, but 

k m | *"y cudured a ſharp fight of afflition , their, lightning was , 

dro | xcompanicd with a grievous ftorm, Heb. 10. 32. Holineſs 

will | 5 ulually followed with much hatred and hardſhip. The 

the | Mics of man's ſalvation are impudent and unceſſant, 

and | fY<r raging, never reſting. What the Carthaginian Com- 'Plut. in vit. 

nees | mander (aid of Marcellws; may be traly fpoken by us in re> Mere! 

y m gard of them, That we have to do with thoſe who will mever bg Per varios c4- 

(uit, either conquerors or conquered, but conquerors they, mill [«s per tot diſs 

ould | P#r/ne their viftary to the utmoſt, and conquered, labnur - re orig" 

ar | ' recover their loſf. Satan eſpecially is both wrathful ,,1wp 

bials Þ and warchfelto undermine fouls. He is ficly called Beek 

& it | bz, the Maſter-flic, becaulc as a flie hequickly retfrnsto —Op0/vit 

evil, the. bait from which he was but now beaten. Though Erage® ature 41- 

ut of } ors may turn Chnitizans.ſlaith Auftin,yetthe Devilgwill noty pemg; niveng; 

we | 1: Doth not thisfally fpcak the neceſſity of making godligeks, —_ [co- 

ſeibe | our buſineſs? can ſuch. difficielties be conquered, wit 4 © 

| much diligence * Who can eat hig way, ( like Hewnibpd to. Juv.ſar.10. 
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- fore, that muſt be divided into many channels. That eſtate 
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through fuch 4s of oppoſition without hot- water an4. 


hard work ? If, like Samſon, we would break all theſe cords Y- i 
of - grain; in ſunder, we mult awake out of fleep,and put Y ti 
forth all-oar ſirength: Saints are all called tobe Souldiers; hc 
our whole-life is a warfare, All the days of my appointed time, he 
Fob 14: 14- ati Expolitor reads it, All the Ways of my warfare o 
T will wait till my change come. The Souldiers life is nolazie Y in 
life 3 Armies are wholly for action, eſpecially when they dext Y bi 
with ſuch fubtil trong adverſarics, that aſſault them day he 
and night without cealmg; Who can conquer three ſach I} . fot 
mighty Monarchs as Fleſh, World, and Devil are, or force < 
his way through their temptations and ſuggeſtions, unlek & mi 
he fight incarneſt, and make it his buſineſs ? That fire, f } © 
eyer any, had necd to be hot, that muſt melt and over- dil 
cotne fach hard metall ; and that hand, if ever any, had need 

to work hard, that will remove, and level ſuch high moun- he 
tains?” If the filly Hare; purſued by ſuch a pack of Hounds, # Sa! 
offer once to ſtand ſhiltor lie down, ſhe is fare to be torn in W3 
piccesand devoured. ' There is a time, faith the holy Biſhop, lid 
when Kings 'go not forth #6 warfare; our ſpiritual war admits Y up 
no intermiſſion, it knows no night, no winter 3 abides no # an 
peace, no truce 3 this calls us not into garriſon, where we F mc 
may haveeaſe andreſpite, but into pitcht ficlds continually; #1 
we fee our enemies in the face always, and are always feen | © 

and affaulted ; ever reſiſting, ever defending, receiving and # all 
returning blows ; if either we be negligent or weary, we | @lf 
dic. We can never have ſafety and. peace but in- victory ; | ftui 


There muſt our reſiſtance be couragious and conſtant, where 

both yielding is dcath, and all treaties of peace mortal. 
Secondly, There is a neceflity of making it our main work, 
Becauſe of the multiplicity of bufmeſſes that 1 incumbent on 
That fiream had necd to run freely and with 


had need+to be large that muft be parted among many 
children; ' Who can count the variety of works that 
Clwiſtian muſt be engaged in? how many dangers he 
watt through > how many fnarcs muſt he ayoid ? how 


, 
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force him to haften to 'On Father's houſe; 


| her in face Creſt he muſt 
| Ing, 
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- many taunts and mocks muſt he abide ? how many tempta- 
| tions muſt he conquer ? how many ger he exerciſe? 


how many lufts muſt he montifie ? many datics muff 
he perform. ? Every relation, every condition calls for an- 
{werable duty and diligence; every Ordinance muſt be 
improved by him, every Providence muſt be fandtified to 
him : Mercies muſt, like a Ladder, mount him nearer- 1 
heaven : | Miſery muſt, like the amine to the Prodipal, 
His wite,' his 
children, his ſervants, his neighbours, his friends, his ene- 
mies, his ſhop, his cloſets, his viſits” his journeys, do6all 
require ſuitable ſcrvice and who can perform it that 15 not 
diligent and ſedulous. 

Conſider him ij reference to God's miedints Worthip, 
he muſt pay, hear, read, meditate, watch, fall, lanaife 
Sabbaths, ting Pſalms, receive the Gacraments ; and in all 
walk humbly, reverently and uprightly with his God. Con- 
lider him inrefercnce to poor men..he multlove'mercy, and 
ſupply their necefſitics according! to his ability,'and' aut hike 
a muck heap, yood for army bee carried ftorchy what ever 
men he decals with, he muſt dojufitly, love his vcighbour 
3 lymfelf, and as: God gives him opportunity-provoke them 
to mind grace and ſanity as Musk, perfume; it poſſible, 
all chat he comes near. Conſider him in recretce; 46 Hime 
{cIf, he muſt live ſoberly, vigilantly ; his heart is like a ſubtil 
ſturdy thidf, ever ſeeking to break the Goal, and therefore 
muſt have a firong __ his corxupt nature is like fire, 
and his whole man like thatch, and therefore he muſt keep 


+a narrow watch, his Goſts are the out-worlks, Which 


is ever aſſaulting, by then to gain the ROAR, to ges th 
Soul, that he muſtdefend them with care and 


and night. What is faid of rep ence 
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Chriſtian, His work, is never at an end, 


be idle and 


"3 


a 3 £:Complaint that this trade js ſo dead, 
Nullus mibj j hand. -Seneca' thought Philoſophy cut himout: ſo much What 
ornnmexitt ares york, that\ he was neceſſitated to ſpend* every day, and I 114%: 


tion tad part: of the nights, im makingit up: Chriſtanity, a nobler rally 
vendico non Miſtreſs, 'asſ\begives better wages, {0 ſhe commands. greater | 82* 
waco ſomno ſed work ; that her ſervants may ſay well with the Emperour, their 
—— Let!.no.day pals without a line, and with Solomon's houſ- plain 
eel vil (iſ, mot.let heir candle gonntly might, Fro 30. |} 9 
denteſque in , The French Dukeide 4k could fay, (when he was asked and r 
" opere detinev. by Henry the Fourth, Whether be bad ſeen the Eclipſe of the Sun ) drov 
en, Epiſt.67. That be bad. ſo much buſineſs to do: pon earth, that be had no us f: 
time. $0. look ap to beaven. Sure I am, the Chriſtian may ador, 

fay with more. truth and conſgence, That be hath ſo much o_ 

buſineſt-to do for heaven, that be hath no time to mind vain os Why 


conthly whings,' That fervant: who doth-ponder the inn. © © 7 
nets of: his Maſter, conkderthe; ſhortucls of his time, con- ene 
ceive the Jaxgeneſs of. his task, :and believe the weightine(s Joy 
of his work, how it muſt;be done, or he is undone tor ever, he 0 


will be, caly <bnvinced, -that:. it 1 nearly, concerns; him, out | 
thae it highly, behaves him-to, ſhake off. fioth aud Muggihh- - | _ Þ* 
nels, t0-/gid - up the loins; of, his .mipd,,. to.give it the whe 
precedency in” al his aQtiqns,, to purſue 3t with induſtry thar 
agaitilt, allappalition, 'to; perſevere init -with conſtancy to. Savl 
his difſolutien, and, in a word, tq make. it his main buſineſs, very 
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What one man 15s there of many that doth follow this 
trade, - and- exerciſe himſclf to Godlinels ® Men gene- 
rally cry out Trading is Dead, their particuliar callings are 
gone 3 they make no conſiderable returns, they ſtand in 
their ſhops all the day idle : But may not Gad rather com- 
plain, The holy, heavenly trade is decayed and dead; gene- 
ral callings are left and loſt; J/by ſtand ye all the day idle, 
and refuſe to work in my vineyard. While the Devil has whole 
droves to do his drudgery ; the-Fleſh vaſt flocks to flatter 
its fancies, and the World many millions to admire and 
adore its vanitics z The wayes of Sion mourn, they are WnOc- 
cnpied, none come tothe ſolemn feaſts, all her gates are aeſolate. 
While the Lawyers Cloſet is hilled with Clients for -coun- 
{{ about their Eſtates, the Phyſicians Chamber with Pati- 
ents about their bodily heakch, and the Tradc{mans ſhop 
crowded with cuſtomers, Jeſus Chrilt is Ictt alone. Though 
he offereth wares whichare of infinite worth, and ftretcheth 
out his haud all the day longy yet no man xegardeth. 

It 3s .xcpoxted of ſome Spaniards that live near the: place 
where is ſtore of fiſh, that they will rather go without them 
than take the pains to catch themz Heaven and Happineſs, 
Saviour and Salvation are near men,they are brought to their 
very doors, and yet men will rather loſs than labowr tor them, 
rathcr go ſkeping to Hell, than ſweating to- Heaven 3 All :feek 
their own, and none the things of Feſs Chriſt. 

Offer a cruſt to a Dog and he will catch at it, offer him 
a Crown, and he will contemn it ; offer theſe men the cruſts 
of vanity, and how greedily are they imbraced, . while the 
Crown of Gloyy is moſt unworthily deſpiſed 3 Vke bealtly 
wine they trample this pearl under their feet, and.love to 
wallow in the mire. 

But poſlibly you may ſay, that there are many that make 
Religion their buſinels, only they are ſo near methat ( ac+ 
cording to'the rule of Opticks. which requires a due diſtance 
between the faculty and the obje ) I cannot behold them ; 
they abound 3n every Country, Pariſh, Family, All are Chgis 
ſans and make the Worſhip of God their main work, ul 
M 3 | 


P. Pilgrim. 


A Complaint that this Trade is ſo dead, 


I muſt anſwer as he did when he ſaw the vaſt Army 
Antiochus There are many men,but fewSouldierr,many month; by 
few bands, there are many nominal but few: real Chriſtians; 
many that flouriſh like Fencers, beating only the Air, but fey 
- that fight in earneſt the good fight of fairh. Godlinefs hath 
many complemental ſervants that will give her the cap and 
the knee, a t:w good words and outward ceremonies , but 
Godlineſs hath-tcw faicthfal friends that make her the My 
ſtreſs of their affeRtons , that” give her the command of 
their hearts, and that wait upon her, and. walk with het 
all the day long. Pretenders to her ſervice are indeed like 
the ſand of the {ca numerous, but practitioners or faithful 
ſervants are like the pearl of the ſea rare and precious ; mn 
court ber, but few marry her, for indeed men generally ded 
with Godline(s as the Germans with the Italians, or the Dutch 
with the Spaniards, hold a fair outward correſpondency, 
enoughto ſerve for mutual trade and traffick, but enter not 
into a near familiarity z they have no great intimacy with 
Godlineſs ; its rather a ſtranger to them, whom now and 
then they beſtow a viſit on for faihion ſake, than an indwcl- 
ler or conſtant inhabitant. 

Major a looſe Roman, when 'his Comrades were 
exerciſing themſclves in the Camp, would lay himſelf down 
to ſleep in the ſhade, and cry out, Vrinam boc efſet laborare, 
would this were all the duty I were to do : Such Souldiers are 
many who pretend to fight under Chrifts Banner - when 
they ſhould be watching their ſouls, and warring with Sa- 
tan and (in, they are fleeping and ſnoring, as if that were the 
way to work out their falvations. Reader,Þ muſt acquaiyt 
thee with the Phyfitians rule , that Spontane leſſitudines mor- 


bos 3 Wearineſt without ſome ent cauſe ir a ſign 
eh yo eaſed body ; fo thy lazineſs. doth a very unſound 


This complaint is urged with a threefold conſideration. - 


_ Firſt, How eager is the worldling for weakb and earthly 


things ? though they loyter about the meat which en- 
dureth-to eternal like ; yet they can 'labonr for hay 
| t 
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and the World's Trade ſo quick, 


that periſhethz though they are negligent about the King- 
dom cf Heaven,yet the Kingdom of Earth ſuffereth violence: 
What pains do the Mariners take for trealure ? What pe- 
rils doth the Souldier undergo for plunder ? What labour 
ard induſtry doth the Husbandman uſe for profit ? he riſeth 
early, fits up late, denieth himſelf, lofeth his ſleep, rides 
and runs too and tro, imbraceth all opportunities, is eaten 
up almoſt with carcs and fears, all for the earthly Mammon, 
whulcſt che heavenly Manſtons are like the unknown part ot 
the world, which no man regardeth or looketh after : They 
pant after the duſt of the earth, as grecdily as hot creatures do 
after the air to cool their ſcorched cntrails, Amos 2. 7, The 
Scrpents curſe 15 entailed on that poyſonous brood, the duft 
is their diet, they feed on aſhes, Gen. 3. 14. Amos 7. They laugh 
at dangers and trample upon difficultics , they force their, 
way through darknc(s, and the ſhadow of death, through 
fling damps and overflowing floods, through rocks and 
mountains in the purſuit of earthly treaſures, F-b28.9,10,11. 
Is (aid of the Dwtch they are fo induſtrious at Navigation 


_that if it were poſſible to ſail in ſhips to Heaven they would 


not come ſhort of that Haven : Ah what pity is it that this 
jewel ſhould hang ina Swines ſnont, which would fo well 
become the Chriſtians finger 3 that this diligence, this vio- 
tence ſhould be exerciſed about mens earthly and particu- 
hr, which would fo well ſuit their heavenly and general 
calling. The ambitions perſon, like the Panther, is fo gree- 
dy of the poiſonous Aconite ( hung up by the Hunters pur- 
poſcly in veſſels above their reach )) ot air and honour, that 

never leaves leaping and ſtraining thercat till he breaks and 
durſts himſelf in ſunder. 

The covetows man ( faith one ) that hath more than enongh, 
yes perplexeth himſelf with bis own wants 5 look how like 
# fool be goeth, heading his Horſe in his band, and carry- 
ing bis ſaddle on his back till be be pickled in his own 
fiveat, and killed with cares, when his Horſe would with eaſe 
carry bim and bis ſaddle. The Voluptuous man, like the 
Drone,is-buſic about the glaſs. of water baited with honey, 


in 


Pin. nat, bift. 
lib, 8. cap. 275 


A 


A Complaint that this trade is.ſo dead, 


in it he labours and wearieth himſelf even till he be 
drowned. 

Fow do men ( like the I .lites in the Egyptian bondage) 
travel up and down, and even weary themſclves to gathy 
ftraw. What pains do they take to hew unto themlelyve 
broken cyſterns. Their chiet (irife 1s with the Toads, who 
ſhall fall aſleep with molt carthin their paws, who ſhall leave 
this world with molt wealth in their hands; Their parts and 

_ Rifts, their time and talents , are all improved to help tor- 
—ward thcir earthly trade, They are wiſer in their generation than 
the children of light. 
N Oh how lamentable is it that the On and Garlick of 
ov all; yuge ELyPt are preferred before the milk and hony of Canaan. Lu 
R—_—_— Sth ko of a noble man at Viewma in the time of h's abode 
aſſere celum. there, which made a great Supper, an41 in the mid(t of his 
"mirth belched out this windy and blaſphemous {peech,zf God 
will leave me this world to live and enjoy my phaſure therein but a 
thouſind years, then let him take bis Heaven to himſelf. This man 
{pake what moſt men think; the bramble of their bodies 
reigneth, and tire ariſcth out of it to conſume the Cedar of 


their fouls. Fr 
Sex, lib.6, nu, The Heathen have admired and bemoaned mans induſiry 
cap. 26, about earth, they have wonJered what made man, who is of 


an ercd countenance looking up to *Heaven, thus to bow 
Tertul.d! coro- down and bury himfſclt alive m the carth. Tertiian ftood 
ue mulutts, amazed at the tolly of the Romans, who would widergo all 
manner of hazards and hardſhips to be Conſul, which he fitly 
calls, One y:ars fleeting joy. The Prophct tells ſuch that they 
rejoyce in a thing of nought, Amos 7. Nay, the torc-nicntioned 
Moraliſt tells us, that fuch worldlings opereſe nibil azunt, Taks 
a great del cf pains to dy nothing. That their whole life is but 
a laborious loitering, or at molt a morc paintul kind of play- 
ing their account will be nothing buc Ciphers 3 like children 
- they run ap and down and labour hard to catch a gaudy But- 
terflie, which when caught.will toul thetr tingers and fly from 
them. - O myrtal men, how long will ze love vanity and follow 
after leaſing, Pal. 4. 
Is 
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and the Worlds trade ſo quick. 
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It is not (ad, that ſo noble a bing as mans ſoul ſhould be 
wholly taken up withſuch mean ſordid things. That phraſe 
in Pſal.24.5. That hath not lift up his ſout unto vanity,is read by 
Arius Montanus, Ke that hath not received his ['«! in vain. Q 
how many receive their ſouls in vain, making no more uſe 
of them, than the Swineof whom the Pinlulopher obſerves, 
Cujus anima pro ſale, their ſouls are only tor lalt to keep their 
bodies from ſtinking. Who would not grieve to think that 
ſo choice a picce thould be employed about fo vain a 
ule. 

Reader, If one ſhould be entruſted with the education of 
a great Prince ( who was deſcended of the blood royal, and 
heir to a large Empiie ) and ſhould ſet him only to rake 
in Dunghis, or clcanſe Ditches, thou would(t exceedingly 
condemm ſuch a Governour. Wouldlt thou not think, It x 
pity indeed, that ſo Noble a perſon ſhould be buſied about ſuch low 
wmworthy projects. 

God hath cntruſted thee with a precious ſoul, defcended 
highly, even from God himſclf, clauming kindred with the 
glorious Angels, and capable of inheriting that Kingdom to 
which the molt glorious Empircs of theWorld are but Muck- 
heaps. Art thou not one of them that employ this Princely 
foul, altogether about unſuitable and carthly practices, and 
cauling 1t ( as the Lapwing though it have a Coronet on 1ts 
head) to feed on excrements ? It was one caule of Feremiahs 
{ad lamentation, that the precious Sons of S10n comparable ta 
fine Gold ſhould be eſteemed as earthen Pitchers , the werk, of 
the hands of the Potter , that thcy which were brought 
K in Scarlet , ſhonld embrace Dunghills, Lam 4. 2, 5. Have 
not we more cauſe of forrow that mens fouls, the precious 
fons of God, ſhould be put to no bctter ule than earthen 
Pitchers, that they which ſhould be brought up delicately 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, ſhould be buhe 
about droſs, and embrace Dunghills, that thy precious 
foul ſhould thus lacquey after carth and vanity, when it 
ſhould like an Angel, be alwaycs ſtanding and waiting in the 


preſence of God. 
N Who 
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53 A Complaint that this Trade is ſo dead, 
Who can read the ſtories how Domitian the King ſpent thei 
his time 1n catching Fles, Solyman the Magnificent in making do 


Arrow-heads , Achmat the laft in making ſtrings tor Bows no! 
Harcatins the King of Perſia in catching Moles ; Caligula the here 
Emperour in playing the Paet ; Nero the Emperozy in Fidling, larg 
and not admire at their folly; that ſuch great Princes ſhould fit | 
bulie themſclves in things fo finitely bclow their places, © -gott 
But thy folly Keader ( it one of them I am writing ot ) is ther 
far greater, in that thy praQtices are more below thy fpiri- Þ prec; 
tual and heavenly principle, May I not ſay to thee a not 
Philip to Alexander, ( when he heard him ſinging ) Art thou of f 
not aſhamed being a Kings Son, to ſmg ſo well: Art thounn BY for 
aſhamed being an immortal Angelical ſubſtance, the off-fpring of pla 
God, and capable of his likenf* and love, to be glewed, as gola 
a Toad-ſtool to the earth, to ſpend thy time and firength , ventun ent! 
the periſhing of thy mortal body and immortal ſoul too, for that oft, 
meat which perifheth. It is ſtoried of Pope Sixtus the fifth, thu 
that he fold his ſoul to the Devil for ſeven years enjoy- ] 
ment of the Popedom. What fool ever bought fo dear ? wh 
what mad man ever fold fo ch:.ap ? yet every worldly uot 
perſon doth implicitly the Gme with this Pope. He ſel Go 
leth what is more worth than all the World for a lutle the 
Wind. Ah, how coltly is that treaſure which makes him a B fait 
beggar to all eternity. | fort 

O Lord, what a tovliſh filly thing is man,to prize and take ® dig 
pains tor hwsks betore bread, vanity before ſolidity, a ſhadow bes ; 
fore the ſubſtance, the Worids ſcraps , betore the coſtly feaſt, ® car 
the dirty Kennels, before the Chrytal water of life, an thi 
Apple bctore Paradiſe, a meft of Pottage before the Birthright, | we 
and the lealt fleeting and in:1jtant good, before the great- | Chi 
elt, truejt and eterna! good. Their particular callings are but Y ma 
about earth, the loweſt, meaneſt aud vileſt of al the c&-B Iyt 
ments 11 theſe callings, they deal but with men and bruin, up 
their gains here at beſt cannot be large, becauſe their Y the 
lives here cannot be long, and yet how eagerly are they | the 
purſued ? how cloſcly arc they followed ? how contiantly are Y wil 
they buſied about them ? their general callings are about fir 
ther 
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and the World's Trade ſo quick, 
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their ſouls, their eternal ſalvations, in theſe they have to 
do with the bleſſed God, the lovely Saviowr , in commu» 
nion with whom is Heaven upon Earth , their gains 
here are above their thoughts, and beyond their molt en+ 
larged defires, no lels than infinite and eternal. The pro- 
fit of godline(s is invaluable above price. It cannot be 
gotten for Gold , neither ſhall Silver be weighed for the price 
thereof, It cannot be valued with the Gold of Ophir, with the 
precious Onix or the Saphir, The Gold and the Chryſtal can- 
not equal it, and the exchange of it ſhall not be for Fewels 
of fine Gold : No mention ſhall be made of Coral or of Pearls, 
for the price of Wiſdom is above Rubies. The Topaz of Echio- 
pia ſhall not equal it , neither ſhall it be valued with pure 
gold, Fob 28. 15. to 20. yet how lingringly is this calling 
entred upon, how lazily is it followed, and how quickly cat 
off, O fooliſh man who hath bewitched thee, that thou dot 
thus diſlike and difobey the truth. 

I cannot more htly reſemble man than to a filly Hen, 
which though much good Corn lie before her, takes little 
notice of it, but (till (crapes in the Earth. The favour of 
God, the promiſes of the Goſpel, the Covenant of Grace, 
the blood of Chriſt, the embroidery of the Spiric, the life of 
faith, the hope of Heaven, joy in the Holy Ghoſt, arc laid be- 
fore man, yet he overlooks them all, and lives like a Mole, 
digging and delving in the carth. 

Though men (ce before their eyes a perio4 and end of all 
earthly perfedtions, that the beauty., bravery of all earthly 
things 1s but like a fair Picture drawn on Ice, quickly perifh- 
ing 3 that their riches and eſtates are but like Snow, which 
children take much pains to rake and ſcrape together, to 
make a Ball of, which upon the Suns ſhining on, at preſent- 
ly melteth away 3 though they ſee daily men that hoarded 
up Silver, and wrought hard for wealth, hurried away into 
the other World, leaving all their heaps behind them 3 yet 
they will take no warning, but as the filly Lark (till play 
with the feather in the Glaſs, till they are caught and de- 
firoyed by theFowler:Men wrong themſclves,and miſconſirue 
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W Complaint that this Trade is ſo dead, &c. 


Put, in vit. 
Auton. 


God, who ( as if he had hidden thoſe things becaule he 


would have thern ſought, and laid the other open for neg- 
le& ) bend themſelves only to the ſecking of thole earthly 
commodities, and do no more mind Heaven, than it there 
were none. If we would imagine a beaſt to have reaſon, 
how could he be more abſurd in his choice. 

What a beaſt is he to love his Silver above his ſoul, and 
loſe his God for a little corruptible Gold ? While he lives 
C like the King of Armenia by Marc. Anton. ) he is a cloſe 
priſoner in golden fetters, and when he dicth, this world- 
ling may fay to his darling, as Cornelivs Agrippa to his fami. 
liar ſpirit neer his end, Abt perdita beſtia, que me perdidiſti, Be 
gone thou wicked wretch, thou haſt undone me, 


It was good counſel which was given Fohn the third Þ 
King of Portugal, to meditate a quarter of an: hour every 


day on that divine ſcntence. ( And O that Reader, I could 
perſwade thee to it ) What will it profit a man to gain th 
whole World and loſe his own ſoul, or what will a man give 
in exchange for his ſoul : Mat. 16. I have read of a Philoſo- 
pher, who living near a Black:Smith , and hearing him up 
every morning, at his Hammer and Amil, before he could 
get out of his Bed to his Book 3 profeſt himſelf much aſha- 
med, that ſuch an ignoble Trade ( as a Smiths ) ſhould be 
more diligently attended than his more ſerious and excel- 
tent fludies ; What fſayclt thou, Reader, Doſt thou not bluſh 
to think that Worldlings are more buſie and laborious 
about the low things, the rattles and trifles of this life,than 
thou art about the high affairs of Godand thy Sol, the no- 
ble and ſerious concernments of Eternity ? 


The 


The Complaint continued, 8c.” \. 


CHAP, IX, 


The Complaint continued, that this Calling is ſo much 
negleFed, when ſuperſtition and ſin are embraced, 
and diligently followed, 


CEcondly, How do men make ſuperſtition and idolatry their 
buſmeſs, Though they are careleſs about divine inftit« 
tions, yet they are zealous for humane traditions, How 2ea- 
lous were the Phariſees for the inventions of their Elders? 
they called them Maſhlamathath, Completions or Perfedions ; 
eltceming them both helpful to the obſervation of the Law 
of God, and alfo to the perfeRion of it. Superſtitious per- 
ſons do naturally think, that their poſtures, geſtures, cere- 
monies, and additions, do render the Worſhip of God more 
comely and more complete z but truly ſuch embrace a cloud 
inſtead of Juno, worthip the ſhadow of Chrilt, whilſt the 
Prince himſelf goeth unſaluted. Men are exceeding prone 
to, and earneſt tor ſuch vain and falſe ways and worlhip; 
partly becauſe its pleaſing to corrupt firits, who naturally 
love a fair ſhew in the fleſh. A pompous holineſs ſuits beſt with 
a proud heart ;, partly becauſe theſe traditions were received 
from their Anceſtors : and as Aſtin obſerved in his time, 
men were reſolved, right or wrong, to be followers of their 
fathers. ( Suitable to which, Cicerc ſaid, I will never forſake 
that way of divine ſervice which I have received from my fore« 
athers, for any man's pleaſure, or by any man's perſwaſion. } 
o, not though Chriſt himſelf died to redeem them from 
their vain converſations, received by tradition ou their fathers, 
1 Pet, 1. 18, 19, Hence, though they are ſo backward where 
God commands, yet they are forward when men com» 
mand, What an out-cry doth Micah make for his Ido! ? 
What a privy ſearch doth Laban make for his Image ? Gideon 
muſt dic for throwing down the Altar of Baak How ear- 
neſt are many for Priefts, Tapers, Altars, Sacrifice, Days, 
N 3 Meats, 


Diador, Sic. 


Verbtrari 2 
damone male- 
bat quam A 
Deo coronari, 
Mendoz. in 
3 Sam, 8, 


Meats, Conſecrations, the Holy of Holies, Croſſing and Cringings. 


In theſe their zeal is hot, boiling over to the ſcalding of 


themſelves and others, Though this fervency is aptly com- 
arcd to a Ship without ballaſt, over-tired with fails, which 
mn a ſtorm caſts away all abord her; they dijefteem their eſtates 
and poſſeſſions in compariſon of idolatry and ſuperſtition. Such per. 
ſons are not- only /iberal, but laviſh. Feroboam will be at 
great colt tor his Idolr, they mult be, not Iron or Brazen, no 
not Silver, but Golden Calves , not guilded over, but maſſie, 
- nolted Gold ; T hey laviſh gold out of the bag, and weigh ſilver in 
the ballence, and hire a gold-ſmith, and he maketh it a pod, and 
they fall down and worſhip it. Iſa. 46.6. The Iſraelites will 
ſpare their Jewcls tor their Idols, Exod. 32. 3- Micha's mo+ 
ther, to make molten and gravcn images, will lay out eleven 
hundred ſhekels of ſilver, Fudg. 17.2, 3- The Papifts are (© 
rodiga), though it is the leſs wonder in them, becauſe they 
fold ſuch actions meritorious of f(alvation, ( and what 
would not a man give or do to be faved ? |) that not only 
their Churches, but even Cloiſters, arc ſtuck and fiuft with 
coſtly, pearly preſents, to their ſuppoſed Saints, The Indians 
in the Ile of Zeilon, having a conſecrated Apes tooth got from 
them, offered an incredible mals of treaſure to recover it. 
How many zealots, that will hardly give a penny to the re- 
lief ofa poor Chriſtian, throw away pounds tor the mainte- 
nance of ſuperſtition ? 

They ſlight their relations, to further their idolatrows devo- 
tion. The ſuperſtitious Jews would facritice their children to 
Molech, 2 King. 17.19. The Carthaginians at one time (after 
they had received an overthrow by Agathocles ) Gicrificed two 
hundred of their prime Nobility to appeaſe their incenſed' 
deity : Good God, whether is man faln! to be more cruel 
than a Beaſt to the children of his own bady > What flavery 
1t to ſerve Satan, and what liberty toſcrve thee ? 

Nay, they will facrifice not only their ieftates and ichil- 
dren, bat their kves and all their outward comforts to ſupers 
ſitzon. How did the. worſhippers of Bas! cut and lance 
thanielyes? dbaz ſacrificed to the gods of Damoſens Lon 
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{mote him, 2 Chron. 28. 23. (o fervent he was, that he choſe 
z of rather, in the ſervice of falſe gods to be ſcorged, than in the 


»Mm+ ſervice of the true God to be ſaved, 

ich &® Among the Mabometans are a Sed called the Derviſes, pri4. Pilgrim. 
ates K® whoſe ſharp and ſtrict penances exceed thole of the Papilis ; p. 1478. 

'er- @ they live onthe tops of hills, (olitary, for contemplation, 

eat E faſt, till nature be almoſt decaicd, have no cloaths but to 

'no EK cover their nakedne(s, wear ſuch maſſie fetters of iron upon, 

ſie, & their legs, that they can (carce ſtir, and yet go as falt as they 

rin © canwith them many miles, to vilit the ſepulchres of their 

and K deluded Saints. The Twrks willingly lay down their lives in 

will © their wars, to propagate their Religion, which their Pro- 41coran. 


no» © phet hath taught them muſt be done, non diſÞutends, ſed 
ven © pugnando;, not by diſputing with, but by d:ſtroying others. The 
> © unhappy Jeſuite ( though his Religion. be an heap of forma- 
hey & Hities, as the Turks a bandle of fooleries ) 1s yet {o zealous for 


hat it, that Ca-mpian could impudently, in a Letter to Queen 
nly & Elizabeth's Cound, athim, That az long as there was one Fe- 
ith &® ſuiteleft for Tyhurn, they had vowed never to deſift endeauours 
_ 20 ſet up their Religion in this nation. O devout ungodlineſs, 
»m © or ungodly devoiion! how few take ſuch pains to go to 
it, © heaven, as many do togo to hell ? 
re. | Alas, what ſirrow doth this call for, and command ? that men 
te» ſhoul.i be ſo hot aud ficry in Will- worſhip, in falſe Worſhip, 
waiting thay wealth, cutting and carving their bodies, as 
vo» BÞ if they were made on'y to be their ſlaves, and themſclves 
to ® tobe the Tyrants over them; : laying out fo much coſt, and 
tex © excrciling {0 much cruelty, for that which is worſe than 
vO nothing, for that which will not only notprofit them, but 
©d Extremcly and eternally prejudice them 3 and in the interim, 
ie] the caſie yoke of Chrilt is ſcorned, the power of godlineſs 
Ty flighted, which might be minded with much more mild- 
| ne($ and mercy) to their outward and inward man. 
il It was a good meditation of a fore-quoted Author, Thoſe 
ro that travel in long pilgrimages to the holy Land, what a- numbev 
ce of weary paces they meaſure? what a number of hard lodgings and 


at known dangers they paſt? and at loft, when they are come within 
view 
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view of their journeys end, what a large tribute they pay at 
the Piſan Caſtle to the Turks ? and when they are come 
thither , what ſee they but the bare Sepulchre wherein their 
Saviour lay, and the earth that be trode upon, to the increaſe 
of a carnal devotion * What, labour ſlowld I willingly under- 
take in my journey to the true Land of Promiſe, the celeſtial ]c- 
ruſalcem, where I ſhall ſee and enjoy my Saviour himſelf * What 
wribmte of pain or death ſhould I refuſe to pay for my entrance, 
not into bis Sepulchre, but his Palace of Glory, and that not to 
look upon, bat to poſſeſs it. 

Thirdly, as many make the world their main work, and 
others ſuperſtition thcir principal occupation, ſo molt make 
wickedneſs their chief, their conjtant trade and buſineffT., While 
ſanQity is but coldly entertained , but complemented 
with, fin is laid in the boſom and heartily embraced ; 
the turnings and windings that are in the finners way, are 
not eaſily to be obſerved; the pains which he takes to 
bring forth and breed up thoſe birds, which will peck out his 
own eyes, can neither be fully defcribed, nor ſufficiently 
lamented. In what haſte and hurry is Abſalom tor an halter ? 
what work doth luſt make in Ammon to waſte his body, and 
ſend his ſoul to endleſs woe ? how faſt doth Gehazi run af- 
ter a Leproſie, as if he might come too late? how ſick 
and violent is Ahab tor Naboth's Vineyard? how fiercely 
doth Balaam ride, even without reins, after the wages of 
wnrighteouſneſt? how eager and earneſt were Pharaoh and 
his Egyptians to fight againſt God ? what a ſtir, what a do 
they make to overtake deliruQtion, and to ſmk like Lead 
in the midſt of the mighty waters * F oflma could ſtop the S»n 
1n his courſe, but not Achan in his covetows career. Pal, 
brfore his converſion ( as one obſerves ) followed the 
Saints with ſuch cloſe perſecution, and was fo mad upon 
It, that like a tixed Wolf, wearicd in worrying the flock, 
he lay panting for breath, and yet ſtill breathed out perſc- 
cution 3 in one journey he travelled one hundred and 
fixty miles, ( namely, from Feruſalem to Damaſens ) as an 
nquilitor for private hercſie. At Mwſcleborowgh-tield many - 
tne 
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the Seats ran away © fait, that they fell down- dead truly 
ſo do mca by lu, run away a«-pace from God, even- to the 
tuing of themſclves here, and cormenting therhſelves here- 
attcr, They ruw as talk-as if they leared that hell would -be 
tull betoxe they.came thither. 

The wicked man traveleth with pain ail his days, Job 15. 20, 
A wigked mans whole courſe is ſpent 4n. carking care, as 
the LAX read it _ He hath many ſharp throws, bitter 
pang, before he can bring forth that-hideous harnble Mon- 
lizr, $17. Some women are very long in labour, {everal days 
in pal; but a wiltul wicked, man travelleth with pain all 
ba days, he works himfclt weary 43 digging deſcents into 
hell, and labours harder at it than many do tor heaven. 1 
r,member Buntingas, in his Jeinerarium totines Sacre Scri- 
pture, when he comes to the-travels of Antiochus Epipba- 
nius, that fiexce enemy of God's people, fixlt relates the te- 
dious-journeys: ( ua all, cight thoutand ane hundred: fitry 
three mil;s ) various hazards, deſperate dangers and diff- 
cultics, which this wicked wretch underwent: to latishe his 
malice, and gratific his reveugetul ſpiric, and chen concludes 
thus, IV ſee that the wicked with moreſorrows, troubles and 
vexations, gain eternal dammation, than the juſt, though. they 
ſuffer grievous afflidion, 6btain everlaſting ſalvation .. For amongſt 
all the Patriarchs, good Princes and Prophets, there is not found 
any that had (3 many long end tedious journeys as this Antiochus, 
who continually oppreſſed his mind and conſcience with unprofitable 
vanities and wicked thoughts, and at length bad a miſerable and 
terrible end, 

Though God hath few diligent ſervants, yet the devil 
hath many dragging ſlaves, that work hard at grinding in 
his Mill all their days. Their calling, is a trade of  corraption, 
which they follow with diligence. and .conltancy. © They 
plow iniquity, ſow wickedneſt, and reap the ſame, Fob 4. $. Alas, * 
what pains do they take to pollute-themſelves ſpiritually, 
and periſh eternally ? They plow iniquity z plowing _ is no 
ealie lazy work. Weſay of ſuch works as require much 
PalltS, A man were as good go #0 plow all day; theſe x" -7 
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Belial, that-wilt-not ſtoop to the cafie yoke of the S2viour, Wl 


can ſubmit their proud necks to the hard yoke of Satan, © Pt” 
and follow hisplow willingly: Sin is their dier, their mea i Pu. 
and drank, Theyeat the-bread-of violenic:, and drink the win Mo 
of deceit, Prov; 4; 17. Nay, it is theirdainties, their delicates; unh: 
Let me n0t-eat of their dainities, Pſal. 141: 4: Theſe Apiſh Mon- A 
kies/( who-now and then a& the part of Chriftians with | <** 
outa principle of | Chriſtianity .)-fced on Spiders, on Poiſon, ' "®P 
Further, it is not only their nouriſhment in the day, but their meu 
refreſhment in.the night : They cannot ſep unleft they cauſe ſome | "© 
to fall, Prov.q. 16.” Till their ftomacks are gorged and gutted Wh 
with the ſweet meats of fin, and-thereby their heads filed 2%" 
with filthy fumesand vapours arifing thence; rhey can take © P** 
no reſt. They love fin above fleep, and let them but ric, hea 
they will loſe their reft. The Mmnrderer rifeth with the I'gbt, to WI 
cut aſunder thefilver threed of his neighbours life. The (| Þ"* 
Dramkerd, that helliſhgood husband, can be all night drink- || == 
ing healths to others, whillt he leaves none to himſelf; how © ©* 
often -doth his brains crow before break of day ? The ſto! 
Thief avd Adwhterer love and-long for darkneſs, to cover | '*® 
and countenance” their "curſed dceds, Fob 24. 14,15, 16. © 
Prov.7. 9. Once more. As fm 15their nounſhment, their ph 
food and ſleep, ſoit is their garment, their ornament. Pride  * 
compaſſeth them about as' a chain, violence cnvereth them as a i. 
garment, Pſal. 73.6. A chain of Pearl doth not better be- (| ®* 
come their necks, nor the richeſt robes adorn their backs, = 
than findoth, in their judgments, become and ſuite ther | 
ſouls: they glory in their ſhame. Plato faith of Protagoras, that th 
he boafted, whereas he had lived Sixty years, he had ſpent be 
Forty years in corrupting youth. They brag of that which 
they ought to bewail. - 
They plot' ſin with their heads, they conceive miſchief, | © 
Fſal. 7. 14+ They affet fin with their hearts, their bearts are a 
after their covetonſneſl, Ezek, 33. They act with their hand}, c| 
what their beads forge, and their bearts favour; they 00 -- 
evilwith both hands carnefily, Micob 7. 3. They work fo Þ © 
hard; till they axe weary, Thow haſt wearied thy ſelf in the 
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multitude of thy counſels, 1f1. 43. 13-  $4ny auh.of the Scor- 
pion; that there is not one, tute wherein he doth, not 
put torch bis ſting 3 thele; caunot .ceale. from fin, 2 Pet. 2. 
they do even contend which of them thall.exceed in fin, as 
unhappy boys fixive. who ſhall go fartheſt in the dirt. 

All the r«#bs which axc laid in their way, dorather in- 
creale their rage than higder.theix: piot. , When God would 
ltop the (iream of their lutis by his prohubitions, laws, judg» 
meats, hike waters, dammed up, they.{well the more, and 
like the poſſeſſed perſon break. all thoſe cords in. pieces. 
When Paul chidcs the Epheſrans tor their idolatry, thy cry 
out for it with the greater-vchemency. When Steven had rg- 
proved the Fews tor thyir-cruelty, they, werg.cut: to the 
heart, and gnaſhupon hin. with ghezy tecth;.,AG., 7.545 57+ 
When Abaz was hampered in affliction, like a mad dog..he 
bites at his chain, and ſins yet more in his. diftreſs, againjt the 
Lord. When the ſinners tide of nature 45 thwarted and 
crgls'd by the winds of. repxoof, or ſome judgimeut,, what, a 
ſtorm 15 preſently railcd ? how doth. he, like theS6a,, prey 
lently dilcover . and- foem out bis own ſhams, Though Gad 
command, intreat, perfwade; threaten, pxomule; yet all this 
phyſick doth often but move and-'(tir, not remove nor purge 
away theirill humors. O how deadly is that diſcale whigh 
no Phylick can cure? and how.tough 1sthat wood, which: 
no wedge can cleave? The bicd will bewaic ot the pit-fall 
in which ſhe hath been caught, and the beaſt'of che:ſnare_ in 
which he hath been taken 3 but brutiſh man, more. took(h 
than bealts, will not b2 pazted from fin, though he hath 
been ſharply puniſhed for it. -, 2b 211 
* The wicigd are etranged from the womb, thy gh aſtray x ſous 
45 they are born, ſpeaking lies ,, thew. poilon is ike the pailgn of 
aScrpent, they are like the. deat Adder that, ltoppeth her 
ears, which will not hearken to the ,voice- of' icharmers, 
charming never {o wilely; Pſa. 58, 3, 44.5». The: Serpent, 
when the begius to tegl the charmer, clapperh, one cas pre- | 
ſexcly to the ground, .and Ropperh the ogher £48, with, har 
tall, although by hearkawg to the chazmenr ( as. ſome, ob- 

O 2 ſerve ) 


68 


i i v 
4 G " - » * . l 
: * | 2 _ ” . A w—_  - 
= 
" 


ii Complaint thavthis Trade is negleBed, A 


. g 
— OO R_— VO Deo} oo RN 4 4 
Pon II .. 


- 
Fe 


ſerve) ſhe would be provoked to {pit out her poiſon, and 
renew her age, © So hot isman' upon his harlot fin, that he is 
deafto all that would counſtFhim ro the contrary, he ftop- 
pethhis ear, hardneth his heart, ſtifneth his neck, againſt the 
thunders of the Law, the ſtill voice of the Goſpel, the mori- 
ons of the Spirit, and the convitions of his own conſcience. 
When fin calls; thry ran” through thick 'an 1 thin for hatte; 
when' the world commands, how reacily do they hearken, 
how quickly do they hear, how faithfully do they obey ? 
but when the bleſſed God crieth to them, chargeth them 


by his unqueſtionable authority, beſeccheth them for their. 


own unchangeable telicity, they ( like ſtatues of men rather 
than living creatures) ſtand ſtill and ſtir not at all.” Other 
things move ſwiftly" to'their centers, Stones fall tumbling 
downward, Sparks flie apace wpward, Conies run with ſpecd to 
their burrows, Rivers with violence to the Ocean, and yet filly 
Man hangs offtroam his Maker ; that neither intreatics, nor 
threatnings, nor the word, nor the works 6f God, nor hope 


- of heaven, nor fear of hell, can quicken” or halten him to hjs 


happineſs Who would imagine that a reaſonable ſoul ſhould 
a& ſo much againſt ſenſe and reaſon ? Where is the Saint that 
is not ſhamed by the very damned ? Sinners drive furiouſly 
(like Febw ) againſt their God, their Sovereign ; but Saints, like 
Egyptians; drive-heavih, though they are marching inthe road 
tO the Beavenh'Canaar. Al, who prefſeth to the mark, 
for the price of the high calling ? who works ſo hard, to be 
preferred fo the beatrtical vition, as wicked men do to be 
puniſh'd with eternal deftruQtion ? they ſweat at ſowing in 
the devil's field, when all they ſhall reap thereby will be: 


on," and. thou freezeft in ſeeking God's favour, when” 


damnation, | 
the fruit thereof will 'be everlaſting ſalvation. 

O Reader, conſider and mourn, that the deceitful world 
( who willleave their Jovers in the greateſt danger ) ſhould 
have ſach hot and-violent woers ; that Szperftition ſhould be 
Ao greedily caught at, though; like Hemlock, it makes them 
rais mad that eat #, and ends often in deſperation 3 nay, 
that the loathſore monſtcr Sin, ( whoſe father is G_ 
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when Supcrſtition and Sin are embraced. 


who: ſervice is perfect Nlavery, whoſe Jointure is blackneſs 
of darkneſs for ever ) ſhould have (o many, and ſucheager, 
earneſt Suitors, and yet Godlineſs C whole birth is noble 
from Heaven, whoſe perſon 1s lovely, the beautiful image of 
the bleſſed God, whoſe portion 15 large, no leſs than'Eternal 
life ) ſhould be by moſt wholly itIghted, and at beſt, but 
coldly courted. Surely this ought to be for a lamentati- 
on. Good God whithcer did man go- when he departed 
away trom thee! | 

The antient men wept when. they ſaw the foundation of 
the Second Temple laid, conſidering how far it came thoxe 
ot the glory and beauty of the Firlt, Ezra 3. 12. What 
cauſe have we then to weep floods of tears when we pon» 
der how ſhort man is, nay, how contrary man is to his pri- 
mitive purity and perfection ? Godlinels was then his buſ- 
neſt, but is now his burthen, Sinwas then loathed as his 
bane, but is now loved as his daily bread. 


CHAP..X. 


An Exhortation to make Godlineſs our buſineſs in the 
whole courſe of onr lives, 


Ti: {ccond and principal Uſe which TI ſhall make of 
this Doctrine, ſhall be by way of Exhortation 3 Ought 
Godlineſi #0 be ones buſinefſ? then Reader let me per- 
{wade thee inthe fear of God to put this Precept into pra 
Qice : Exerciſe thy ſelf t» Godlinefl, Let it be the chief 
tade thou driveſt, the principal calling thou followeſt, to 
worſhip the true God in heart and life, according to his re» 
yealed Will. I hope thou art ſatisfied in the weight «f the 
Reaſons already delivered z what canſt thou ſay, why thou 


- ſhouldſt not preſently ſet upon the work, Thou haſt heard it 


is the great endof thy being and continuance in this world, 
That it is an employment of the greateſt concernment ; How 
1&.is Sowl-work, God-work,, Eternity-work, That it mult of 
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Hiſt, fo 28, 


- necullity be made: the main bulinc(s, or otherw:fe all thy, 


labour will bz-loſtz- Canſt thou calily break. this-threcs, 
fold cord, let Conſcience judge between God and thee;' 
whether ſuch a work as this is, doth not deſerve all thy 
time- and (tirength, thine utmolt care and greateſt.diligence, 
and ten thouſand times-more than thou canlt poflibly; give! 


it: Thou haft - atfo read how: tiery and turious. Worldhngs,, 


Farmalifts, Sinners are for their Dalilahs and Mirxions ; Qh 
why art thou fo ſflothful to go in and poſſefi the good land, 
Judg, 18. 3. : 

Themiſtocles ſceing two Cocks hght, when he was going 
to. a" Batte], pointed his Souldiers- to them--and faid, De 
You ſee youder Combatants, bow valiantly they deal their blows + 
with wht. fury they. fight Þ and- yet they fight not for their 
Curntrey, nor for their Gods,nor for the bonor of their Anceſtors, 
xr for Glory, nor Liberty, nor Children ? What courage then 
my brave Countreymen, ſhould this.put into our hearts, on; whoſe 
reſolution all theſe depend, and by whoſe valour they ſubſiſt ? 
So ſay I to thee, Reader, Doſt thou ſee youder Worldling, bow 
he rideth, runneth , taleth , mwileth, ſweateth, waſtcth his 
ſtrength , wrongeth his body makes a very pack-hurſe of it, 
and. will ſcarce alow it| tiwe to. eat or» ſleep? Doſtvthou' ſee 
yonder Superſtitiovs perſon bow zealousbe 15 for the mmpentimes:of 
men, laying bis Eftate, Limbs, Liberty and Life at the feet of 
hu owoge Ibi ? © how likg, one; ypon. a. fiery Steed. full of mettle, 
be rides poft cut of Gods, way, and from Gods Word? Nay, 
deft. thau ſee yonder Sinner, what time be ſpends, what miſe- 
ries be endures fo oy Wealth t _ ? bew hard be lahours 
to, gratifie, hik Luſt? And yet theſe work net for the Blood 
Fel for the Love of the Father, nor for i Graces:of v4] 
Spzrit , nor for ui from the Curſe of. the Law, the. 
very f Satan, the torments of Hel, nor for their Souls, nor or. 


their God, nor for fulneſs of joy, and the pleaſures that gre 
at. Gods right hang for evermore * What Zeal and Feruency 


ſhould. this into our bearts, Dear friends ! arid what dili- 
genie and. 31 
a boſe ; 7s 


try into apr hands, when we work, and trad for 
f; Wake thenr our buſineſs our Labour ſhall ot 
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An Exbortation'to make Godlineſs our buſineſs, , 
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Exerciſe thy ſe{f to Godiancſi, not to Swperſtition : As the Ivy 
in time cats up»the very heart of the Oke it  groweth 
about 3 ſo doth Formalicy and Superſtition the very hcart 
and life of Religion; Let Gods Laws, not- thy own or 
others Lults be the Rule. whercby thou governelt thy heart 
and/life, 

Superftition ( ſaith an emment Divine ) is © true Holineſs, 
what the 'Concubine is to the true Wife; who isſare to 
draw thc Husbands love from her 3 this Brat the Devil 
hath long put out to.nurie to the Romiſh Church, which hath 
taken a great deal of pains to. bring it up tor him, and no 
wonder when ſhe is fo well paidfor ts maintenance, it have- 
ing-brought ber in ſo much worldly treaſure and 1iches. 

What ſome oblerye of Huzſc-hairs, that, though liveleſs, 
yet lying nine dayesunder water, they turn to Snakes, may 
pertinently be. applyed to ſuperttitious Ceremon'es, which 
though at. tirtt,dead , or held -at moſt but indifferent, yet 
m continuance of. time have quickened and done much 
miſchief. There is a fur plicity mn the Word and Worſhip 
of God, which I would mtrcat thee to look after. ( Tfear 
left your minds ſhould be corrupted from the fimplicity which 
is in hea wan Cor. 11. 3+) not as fimplicity 15 oppoſed to 
wiſdom, but as fimphcity is oppoſed to mixtures ; Compoti- 
tions do but diminiſh and abate the virtue of Simples, The 
more natural and ſimple the Wine is, the more pure it is, 
mixtures do but aaulterate it, The more ſimple the Worſhip 
of God is, ( I ſpeak of Goſpel ſimplicity and order )-the 
moxe pure it 15, humane inventions- and mixtures may abaſe 
it, they cannot adorn it.” . Gods Altar under the Law muſt 


| ®e of carth. If thow lift up 2 tool upon it, thou haſt polited it, 


Exod.20. 24, 25+ Men are apt to thinky that by liftingu 


tools on Gods Altar, they poliſh it, but God himſelf faith: 


they ew, 
SLE Chach was in her infancy, ſhe was dreſt in 


. the ſwadling cloaths of Ceremonies, but fince ſhe is grown 


up, God hath provided her other attire. To the Jews, 
the Sun of. righteouſneſs was behind , and — 
1%. ” 


Gurnal. Chrif. 
Incomp. arm. 
part.2.td:1.2. 


p. 224, 
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the ſhadow of. thoſe Ceremonics was before. They. were 
in force and power, but to us Gentiles the Sun of righ- 
reouſncls 15 before, 2nd therctore the ſhadow of Cere« 
monies is behind, When Chrilt came , thoſe ſhadows 
ſeemed to ſay," as the Angels to. Facb, Let ws go, for the 
day breaketh, Gen 32. 26. at the. death ot Chriſt the Vail 
of 'the Temple was rent in twain, from the top to the bot- 
tom, to acquaint us that the Jewiſh Ceremonies mult then 
vaniſh, Mat: 27.51. 

Reader, 1 would not be miſtaken, I do not adviſe thee 
againſt that order and decency, which is commanded in the 
Worſhip of God, nor againſt active obedience to authority 
in things that are circumſtantial, or not dire&ly, nor con- 
{cquentially forbidden in Scripture, but I would counſel thee 
to beware, leſt ( like the Dog in the Fable ) whilcſt thou 
art \\napping at any ſhadow thou doſt not loſe the ſub- 
{tance 3 and withal I muſt tell thee,that'as when the ſhadows 
grow long, its a fign the Sun is declining z ſo whenthoſe 
ſhadows, thoſe even mnditterent things encreaſe, uſually the 
tubſtance, the light of holineſs decreaſcth. 

When Corn runs out into ſtraw and chaff, thoſe that 
tced on it, may well be thin and lean, but whenit runs in- 
to ear and kernel, thou maylt expe ſuch as eat of it to be 
tat and well favoured ; when Religion runs into Formalitics 
and Ceremowies, her tollowers can never be thriving ſpiri- 
tually, they may ſtarve for all the gaudy flowers wherewith 
the {everal diſhes on her table are decked and ſet forth; it is 
the power of godlineſs alone, which hke wholſom and ſub- 
ttantial food, will diftribute nouriſhment and firength tothe 


or ſtones, becaute God hath annext his bleſſing to the former, 
wot tothe latter. I lock for fpiritnal ftrength from divine in- 
ſtitmtions, not from. humane inventions, becauſe Geds iſe is 
made to. word-warſhip, not to will-worſhip , one would think 
the ſparks of that tire wherewith Aarons Sons were con- 
ſumed, ſhould fly in the faces of men, and make them afraid 
to offer up to- the Lord what be commanded them not, Levit. 
IO. I, 2. Exerciſe 


inner man 3 Iexpect nouriſhment from bread,not from ſiraw®*. 
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Exerciſe thy ſelf to this Worſhipping the true God ac- 
cording to his revealed Will, Do not dally and trifle at it,bs 
not cold and carelc(s about it. Take hecd of the Worldlings 
politick principles. Fair and ſoftly goeth far z Too much of 
one thing is good for nothing ,, Its good to be Religions, but not 
$00 conſcientious , A little moderation would not do amiſs, Theſe 
men would ſerve thee as ignorant Montcbanks do their Pa- 
tients, that whilſt thcy go about to cool the Liver ( Icft it 
ſhould ſet the blood in a flame ) kill the Stomach, and there- 
by neceſſarily deltroy the body. They pretend ſome fear 
that thou mayeſt work too hard, even to thy hurt, when 
thou canſt never do enough, much leſs, too much, for thy 
God and thine everlaſting good : I mult needs tell thee that 
there is an impoſlibility of dividing thy ſervice betwixt thy 
fins and thy Saviour, and of parting thy heart and work 
between the world and the woxd. Nv man can ſerve two 
Myſters, Mat. 6. 24. If like a Meteor thou hangeſt between 
Heaven and earth, halteſt between Chriſt and the fleſh, as a 
huntingDog between twoHares,running ſometime after this, 
ſometime after that, thou wilt be ſure at lalt to loſe both. 

Thoſe creatures under the Law, which did both move in 
the waters; and hover up and downin the Air, were unclean 
in Gods account, Lev. 11. 10. There is a ſtory of a Baſtard 
Eagle, which hath one foot cloſe like a Gooſe, with which 
ſhe ſwims in the waters, and dives tor fiſh, and another foot 
open and armed with talons, with which ſhe ſoareth in the 
Air, and feiſeth her prey 3 but ſhe participating of both na- 
tures, is weak in cither, and at laſt becomes a prey to ever 
ordinary Vulture. The ambodexter in Religion who is bot 


fof the fleſh and the Spirit, for Riches and Righteouſneſs is 


all his time a ſervant of fin, and will at laſt become a prey 
to Satan. 

Wherefore I muſt intreat thee, Reader, to make godlineſs 
thy ſole deſign and delight , thy main occupation and re» 
creation. If thou find not the golden veins upon the ſurface, 
or juſt under the skin of the carth, donot throw off thy 


trade, nor caſt away thy Tools, but delye and dig lower, 
P thou 
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thou ſhalt certainly at length come to the rich treaſure 
arsbai&. The vertuous man in Greek 1s denominated from a word 
that ſignitieth induſtrious and diligent. Labbou 5 the way 
to get and mcreaſe vertue, and the more vertuous thou art, 
the more laborious thou wilt be, frequent uſe muſt keep thy 

ſpiritual armsfrom rull, 
In operibus ſa It 15 a more worthy thing to abound in work, than to 
abundantie abound in weakh. Melantthon ſpake nobly, Let others take 
mea, divitis Kiches, give me Labowr, They who have been buſte about 
per me ut guch meaner ſtudies, have yet purſued them with ins 
mo credible pleaſure, and extraordinary pams. Endymion \pent 
Plutarch, whole nights on Rocks and Mountains, in contemplating the 
motions of the Stars. It is faid of Criſfippzs, That be was ſo 
intent on his Book that he had ftzrved his Body, had not his Maid 
Cicer, Epel:b.9+ put meat into bis mouth. Cicero profctt, He would part with al 
he was worth,that he might but live and dye among his Books: did 
they reckon Humane Knowledge, that curious piece of vs 
nity at ſo higha rate, that they would trample on their pok 
ſeſſions, take any pains toprocure it, to promote it ? What a 
price ſhouldf thou ſet upon Godlineſs, upon Divine Know- 
ledge, wbich is the very feed of eternal life ? Jar 
not thou undervalue thy eſtate and firength for it ? ſhouldl 
not thou ſpend all thy time, imploy all thy talents, and im» 
prove all thy opportunities for the furthering of it ? O that 
holy Pax/ might be thy pattern; Herein I exerciſe my ſelf, # 
keep a conſcience void of offence towards Gnd and Men, AQ.24.16. 
Aoxa me exer- Hcre 15 Panls precious cabinet, and his care to prefer 
ceo,laboro101%3 jt ; his Cabinet was his conſcience void of offence, a treaſure ol 
—_— ineftimable value; in this Cabinet were all the jewels, « 
Deo ſe;viam Divine Graccs. His Faith and Love, his Hope and Humility, 
nec bomines - h1S Patience and Heavenly mindedneſs were ghliftermg i # 
offend.m. gloriouſly, like ſo many coſtly and ſparkling Diamonds 3 but 
obſerve Pals care of this Cabinet, 1 exerciſe my ſelf to keep « 
conſcience void of offence , Pau! knew many ſubtile thieves wet 
abroad, and therefore he muſt make 1t his buſineſs to keey 
his pearls, or otherwiſe they would be ſtoln from him. Bt 
knew if he were robbed 'he were '\rvined 5 may, if _ 
ay 
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flaw were made in the jewel of his conſcience, it would be 
of exceeding 11! conſequence to him, therefore he did exer- 
ciſe himſelf to kgep a conſcience void of offence. 

Again, Exerciſe thy ſelf to Godlineſi, make it thy buſineſs 
in the whole courſe of thy life, nay, in every paſſage of thy conver- 
ſation. As the blood runs through the whole body, and 
every vein of the bodyz ſo Godline(s mult run through our 
* whole converſation,and every particular action of it. God- 
linefs muſt be like the Sun ( though its (cituation be in Hea- 
ven, and that the main place of its relidence ) enlighten and 
warm the whole body of the air, and all the carth by its in- 
fluence, ſhine on all chy natural, civil and ſpiritual works, 
nothing muſt be hid from the heat thereof. Reader, obſerve 
the command, Be ye holy in all manner of converſation, 
1 Pet, 1. 15. 

The Greek word ( avesp93 ) and the Latin word ( con- 
verſatio ) for converſation, come of a Verb that ſignifieth to 
turn, to note, that which way ſoever a Chriſtian turneth 
himſelf he muſt be holy; he mult be holy in his cloſet alone, 
holy among company,holy at home,holy abroad, holy in his 
ſhop, holy among his ſheep, holy in the Church, holy in his 
chamber, holy at his table, holy in his travails, holy in pro- 
ſperity, holy in adverſity, holy in every relation, and in 
every condition, in all manner of converſation. As oyl js laid 
over all colours to make them durable; ſo Godlineſs mult be 
laid on every part and praQtice of our converſation , and 
thereby they will be permanent to our comfort, and run 
parallel with the line of Eternity. Welay gold, becauſe ex- 
gellent, on all forts of mettals; Godlineſl, which 1s More Pre» 
cious than fine gold, muſt be laid on our Naturals, Mo- 
rals, TntelleGtuals, all of them muſt have their virtue and 
_ from k The truth is, they all like Cyphers ans for 
nothing, unleſs this figure be joyned with them, and put 
defore them. vw 


Believers are commanded to be holy men, Exod. 22, wit. In 
the Original it is men of bolineff, and ye ſhall be men of ho» 


Eneff wnto me, that is, all ever boly ; As Chuilt is. called 
P2 man 


An Exhortation to make Godlinefs our buſineſs, 


bl 


——_— 


man of ſorrows, b:cauſe bis whole man, body and foul wa 
ſiceped in tears, and his whole time from the Womb tg 
the Tomb was ſpent in ſorrows and ſufferings, full of tri- 
bulations.' | And as Antichriſt 1s called a man of fm, be- 
cauſe he is, as Bezz obſerves well, Merum ſcelus, Meer ſin, 
nothing but ſin, 1.53.3. 2 Theſ]. 2, 3. fo the children 
of God ſhould be men of holinefl, mecr holineſs, made up 
of holineſs, nothing but holineſs, every part of them ſhould 
be holy, and every deed done by them ſhould be holy; 
holineſs in their hearts ſhould , as the Lungs -in the bo- 
dy, be in continual motion, and holincfs in their life mult 
ran through all thcir works, as the Hoof through the whole 
Web. 

The Jews had their daily, weekly, monethly, yearly ad- 
dreſs unto God, to teach us that we mult be always 
trading Heaven-ward, that there mutt be an unwearied com- 
metrce, an uninterrupted intercourſe betwixt God and our 
ſouls. Saints lives arc therefore compared to a walk,and cal- 
led a walking with G6d, or a walking before God, they muſt Rill 
walk as in company with him,and tread every ſtep as under 
his eye,Gen.$.22.and 17.1. The Planets b:cauſe of their wan- 
dring nature, are ſometime nearer to, ſometune further from 
the earth, yet always within the Zogiack,the high-way of the 
Sun, Sothe Chriſtian, though he be ſometimes Rooping to 
the earth in his particular calling, ſometime mounting up 
to Heaven in the immediate Worſhip of God, yet he muſt 
alwayes be in the path of godlineſs; The high-way of the Sun 
of Righteouſneſt, Be thou in the fear of the Lord all the dy 
Jong, (aith Solomon, Prov. 23.17. Whether a Chriſtian be cat- 


ing, or drinking, or buying , or ſelling, or plowing, or , 


ſowing, or riding, or walking, whatever he be doing, or 
where ever he be going, he muſt be alwayer in the fear of 
#be Lord , Godlineſs muſt be his guide, his meaſure and his 
end; as the (alt it muſt be ſprinkled on every diſh to make 
it ſavoury. Thy life, © Chriſtian, muſt be ſo led: that it 
may be a continacd ſerving of God. i 32 fenduind). od 

The Precept is full ( Gongh. his 1006 hon ep 
oY wut 
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wilt eſteem it thy priviledge ) that whatſoever thou doſt, 


thou art to do all to the glory of God, 1 Cor. 10. 31. God muſt 


be the Alpha and Omega, the beginning. and end of all thy 
2Qions, thy duty is to pals the whole time of thy ſojourning 
here in fear, 1 Pet. 1. 17. Every moment muſt be devoted to 
God 3. aud as all ſcaſons, fo all actions muſtbe cred. There 
isa Prepheſie, that in Feruſalem, In that day ſhall there be upon 
the bells of the horſes, Holineſſto the Lord; and the pots in the 
Lords houſe ſhall be like the bowls before the Altar , yea, every 
got in Fudah and Feruſalem ſhall be holineſs to the Lord of 
hoſts, Zach. 14.20, 21. Mark, the fame inſcription is to be 
upon the bells of horſes, and on every pot which was on the 
high Prieſts Mitre, Holinef to the Lord; to teach us, That 
every thing, though but of common uſe, ſhould be ſandifi'd 
to God's ſervice; That every ordinary enterprize ((aith Calvin ) 
ſhould be a ſacrifice. 

In the proſecution of this Exhortation, I ſhall 

Firſt, Speak to the nature of this duty, and manner how a 
Chriſtian muſt exerciſe himſelf to godlineſs in the whole 
courſe of his bfe, and in every part thereof. 

Secondly, I ſhall lay down ſome means for the accompliſh- 
ing this duty, 

Thirdly, I ſhall annex ſome motives to encourage the Rea-» 
der in this holy trade and calling, 

Firſt, as to the manner, how a Saint may in every paſſage 
ofthis life follow this trade, I ſhall divide my diſcourſe into 
theſe ſeveral heads. 

1. How a man may make godlineſs his buſineſs in Religious 
aftions, or the Worſhip of God im general, as allo in bis carriage, 
m hearing or reading, in prayer, at the Lord's Supper, and on the 
Lird's day in particular, 

2. How a Chiiſtian' may make Religion his- buſineſs 
in his natural ations of eating, drinking, ſleeping and cloathing.. 

3 In his Recreations. 

4+ In bis particular vocation or calling. 

$ In reference to bis Relations and Famih.. 


P 3 


Ut quicquid 
agg/ed!antur 
homines fit [4+ 
£1 fictutlhe 

Calv.inloc. 
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How a Chriſtian may make Religion his 


6. In bis dealings with all men. 5. p 

7. In all conditions, whether of proſperity or adverſity, = 

8. In all companies, whether good or bad. o Gac 

9. In ſolitarineſ, or when he #4 alone. him | 

10. On a week-day, from morning to night. , 4 

11. In bis viſiting the ſick. . (6d | 

12. Vpon a dying bed. 4 S 

"OR - — = 

grace 

CHAP. Xl. the fa 

turn 

How a Chriſtian may make Religion his buſineſi in Y crop 

ſpiritual performances and religions ations, g90x 

ence. 

Fir, Make Godlineſt thy buſineſs in Religious duties, ah 
I ſhall put that firſt in order, which is firſt in nature . 

and excellency : and truly, Friend, thy ſpecial care mult ow 

be here 3 thy greateſt diligence will be little enough when F 1.) 

thou comeſt folemnly into God's preſence, Cleanly me f 

walſh their hands, and bruſh their cloaths every day 3 but Fs 
when they are to dine with a King, they will waſh and he 

ſcour their hands, they will bruſh theircloaths over and over * 

again, that their hands may be, if poſſible, clean from the nd 


leaſt dirt, and their garments from the leaſt duſt, The true "4 
Chriſtian is in all company, and in the whole courſe of his Fo 
life, every day careful to keep his foul clean, and his con» 
Kcience clear 3 nay, to increaſe his godlineſs : but when he 
draweth nigh to God, and he hath more ſpecial care and ex i 4 
traordinary caution z though trades-men are all the year W* 1, 
long doing ſomewhat at their callings, either caſting up 
their accounts, or gathering in their debts, or amending 
ſomething in their commodities which arc amiſs, and theres 
fore have no time for idleneſs ; yet at ſome times of the year af 
they are full of trading, their ſhops are crowded with cu- Ji 
fiomers, they are all the week either ſending out or taking in 
wares : _ this time calls for their greateſt diligence and 


The 
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The time of ſacred duty is a Chriſtians market=day , 
wherein he is much emploicd, and therefore it calls for his 
greatelt diligence, He that leaves his ſhop, or loiters in it 
at ſuch a time, maſt expect that his ſhop will quickly leave 
him. The husband-man hath his ſeaſons to plow and ſow 
in, which it he be heedleſs and careleſs about, that cither his 
(zcd be ſmutty, or his fervant flothtul, he can look for but 
armean and poor harveſt. The hours of praying, and read- 
ing, and hearing, are the Saints opportunitics and ſeaſons of 
graces it he be not then careful and conſcientious to plow up 
the fallow ground of his heart, and to ſow to the Spirit, his re. 
turn will be very inconfiderable, he will reap but-a thin 
crop. But truly Friend, it thou halt no-reſped to thy ſoul's 
good, God hath to his own glory z and though he ſtoop to 
thee, in giving thee leave to (eek his face, and hear his voice, 
yet he will not be flighted by thee. He isa glorious and jea- 
lous Majeſty, and ettcemeth it a diſparagement to him for 
any to wait upon him without thr belt attire. Though 
Uzzab be dead, yet he ſpeaketh to thee to take heed how 
thou toucheſt the Ark. 

A Prince may be pleaſed, if his Kitchin be but indiffcrent 
neat and handſome, but he looks that in his Parlowr, ( where 
he gives entertainment to his friend) all things ſhould bein 
Print. Where God's ſpecial walk is amongſt his Candleftichs, 
and amid(t his Mirtle trees, there godlineſs mult be our 
ſpecial work, Holineſs becometh thy houſe, O Lard, for ever, 
Pſal. 93. uit. Godlineſs doth always ſute the back of a Saint ; 
this gracious garment 15 a glorious ornament to him, what 
ever he is doing, or where ever he 15 going 3 but the apparel 
Yoth become him beſt in his approaches to the holy God. 
No Hangings, no Tapeliry becomes God's houſe fo well 
as bolinefl , and no place. is ſo proper as the houſe of God for 
this coſtly comely furniture. | 

God is more honoured or diſhonoured in our Religiows 
ations, than in all the actions of qur hives; in them. we do 
direQly and immediately pretend his honour and fexyice, 
and therdoxe if we do. agt walk .in them voy, 
an 
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: and intend them ſeriouſly, the greater 15 our fin. For 1 mas 
treſpaſs committed againit holy things, the Jews were to WM #* 
bring a Ram, to be valued by the ſhekel of the Sanctuary; MW 416 


for a treſpals againſt their brethren, a Ram was required, 

but no ſuch valuation expreſſed : whence Origen infers, Alixd WM 19> 

eſt peccare in ſantiis, aliud extra ſancia : it is One thing to lin wit: 

in holy things, another thing to ſin belide them. And he MW bed 

urgeth that place in Sammel, x Sam. 2, 25. If a man ſin againt Wl i 

another 'man, the Fudge ſhall judge him ;, but if a man ſin again WM but 

the Lord, who ſhall intreat for him ? Levit. 5.15. ands6. 6, hol 

When men are ſome way off ina Kings eye, they will b: W p<! 

comely in their carriagez but when they come into his M tha 

Preſence-chamber to ſpeak with him, they will be mot Ml fp"! 

careful. Becauſe Saints are always in God's tight, their con- MW #%*. 

> ftantdeportment muſt be pious and feemly. I have kept thy Ot 

precepts, for all my ways are before thee, Pſal. 119. 168. But be ſuit 

cauſe the Ordinances of God are the very face of God, and MW thi 

they who worſhip him therein do ſolemnly appear before him, M © 

therefore at ſuch ſeaſons they are bound to be moſt holy and 

ſcrious, Exod. 23. 19. Pſal. 42.2. The ſaying of the ſage MW 

I/ocrrat. aa Orator hath ſome weight, Worſhip the gods at all times, eſpe. W 2% 

Demon. cially in publick,; that is, in their facrifices. God is very cu- Or 
riows how men carry themſelves in his Coxrts, and com- ful 

mandeth thee, Reader, to be eminently piows when thou ap- 

pearelt in his preſence. Do but obſerve under the Law how I 

choice he was about all things relating to his Worſhip 3, the rit! 

Tabernacle muſt be made of the beſt wood, the pureſt gold, the MW ! 

fineſt linnen,and every part and pin of it done exactly according La 

to God's own precept 3 the perſons called to (et it up muſt or 

rarcly gifted, and ſingularly endowed for that very purpoſe. W. (4 

He that offereth ſacrifice muſt be without blemiſh, For what- i 4a 

ſoever man he be that hath any blemiſh, be ſhall not approach. A | 

blind man, or a lame man, or be that hath any thing ſuperfluous, W © 

or a flat noſe, or be that is broken fac'd, or broken handed, o | Ca 
crooked back'd, or a dwarf, or that bath any blemiſh in bis ee, « © i 

the ſcxervie, or is ſcabbed, No man that hath any blemiſh f the fon rat 
of Aaron the prieſt ſhall come nigh to offer the offerings of the -_ at 
m | 
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mad: by fire, be hath a blemiſh, be ſhall not come nigh to offer the 
bread of his God, Levit. 21.17, 18, 19, 20. So the acrifice 
Jſomuſt be pertect without ſpot, If it were blind, or broken, 
Juired, ar maimed, had awen, the ſcurvy, or were ſcabbed, Levit. 22, 
Ald 19,21,22, 24. It muſt not be offered, it muſt be a male 
without blemiſh, of the beſt of the flocks , nay, theb<cſt of theſe 
nd he WM beaſts, the fat (even all the fat ) which covereth the inwards, 
22 4inf Levit. 3. 3. And what is the ſabſtance of all theſe ſhadows, © 
gain WM but this, That God will be ſerved by holy men in the pureſt, 
holieſt manner; that we muſt be very exact, both asto our 
ill b: WM pcrſons and performances, when we are in his preſence; 
that he expeRs the beſt ot living ſacrifices, the hearts and 
ſpirits of men z nay, the belt ofthe belt, all the heart, and all 
- Con- the ſoul, and all the ſtrength, Prov. 23. Fob.4.24. Matth. 22.37. 
vr th WW O how much is an ordinaty,flight performance,below and un- 
it be. MW ſuitable to fo great a4 glorious a Prince. Religion 15 as tender a 
and WM thingasthe apple of thine eye, by playing with theeye it may 
be put out 3 by dallying with duties thou maylt ſpoil all. 
It the Egyptians did reverence Mercurizmns Triſmigiſtus {o 
ſage MW much, that they did forbear, out of rclpect to him, to pro- 
eſte. W nounce his name raſhly z what reſpect ſho..dit thou bear to 
y cu- WM Ordinances which are the name of God ? Ex. 20. 24. How tear» 
-om. WM ful houldit chou be ot taking the nain= ot God in vain. 
1 ap- The blind Heathen were choice and devout in the ſervice 
how W of dumb idols, they ſerved them in white, an emblem of pu- 
the MW rity., They thought nothing too good for thoſe falſe gods, for 
the whom the worſt was not bad cnough. Sol, the Athenian 
ding W Law-giver, cnacted, that none ſhould (crve the gods, Obiter, 
{t or by the by; that theix (acrifices ſhould be all ſcle& and cho- 
»oſe. MW. i, and that the ſacrificers ſhould puritic them(clyes ſome 
hat- MW days before-hand. Lycwrgas had made a Law, that no man 
A IF ſhould be at any great + ca in 2 ſacrifice, ,leſt he ſhould 


our, MW grow weary of divine ſervice : yet when Phidias the famous 
/ or I Carver, adyiſcd the Athenian to make the ſtatue of Minerve 
of Wl of Mathle rather than Ivory, 1, becauſe it was more, du- 
ſons | "able, this reaſon was approved: 2- becauſe lels chargeable : 


ord I At the mention hexcof, with much rage and wiath, they 
| Q_ com» 
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Eval. Pref. in Tis Ti/+, who is here? Thoſe preſent anſwered, Tlawy 


commanded him filence. They had an higher -reſpet in MW — 
thoſe. lies and falſhoods, than many have for the trze Gal 
When they were going to offer ſacrifice, their Prielt cricd, 


&ye.3ei, many and good. Were they fo choice and waty/ 
the ſervice of their dung-hill deities, and wilt not 'thay 
Friend, be circumfpe& and conſcientious in the ſervice 


the living God ? did they think nothing coſtly ehoagh fe F: 
inanimate creatures, and wilt thou offer to the Lord t Ret! 
God that which coft thee nothing * Can thy box of preciog MW *<* 
ointment, though it be worth never ſo much, be bettoweq Ml <2 
better than on thy deareſt Saviour ? and can thy 'care af feet 
caution, thy loveand labour be emploicd better than in hx bear 
ſervice ? Or doſt thou think that the falſe gods were mon Wl 
afrte&ed with their diſhonour, or more to be feared: in thei 7 
y 


diſpleaſure, than the living true God ? Doſt thou not know Þ 
that he will be ſandtified in them that draw nigh to bim'?* Ti fett, 
10, 3, Greatperſons are impatient of contempts and þ 
fronts, eſpecially when they are offered to them in their 
own houſes ; God will ſooner over-look thy torgetfulneſ cxps 
of him in thy trad: ortravels, than in his Tabernacle. When w 
thou drawelt nigh to him, there he will bt fan&tified, eithtt WM <*" 
in thee or upon thee. If thou refaſe to give him ghry in | 
ſervice, believe it, he will get himſelt gry by thy ſuffiring. 'His ng 
worſhip is his face, and look for his fury if thou'dareſt him c 
to his face. - 
The waters of the SanQuary are like the waters giver to4 Read 
fulpeRed wie, if ſhe werg'ipnocent, it witnels'd her honelly wa 
made her fruitfal if barten,and dil herigood 3 but if (he wen ff 1 | 
vilty,fivell'd her belly, rotted her bowels, and did herhuft MW, ?: 
thow'make, godlinels thy bufmefs in the Ordinances a 
God, thou tmayſt get much ſpiritual good, thou mayli-nacd W |, 
Chriſt in then, receive grace through therm; wndithrives fe 
the Babe by tHe breafts, mhedlth andArengch4' bue ifthou I +7 
ike che hotſein the ill, onlygoeſt'thy' ond im Religiods —_ 
dutics, nevet rtiuding the true end of them, nor thy'oarriage 
inthem, thy prayer will be an abvmination, the words nou pT 
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if death unto death, and the very Sacrament a ſeal of thy 
damngtion. It doth therctore nearly concern thee to hearken 
to. that counſel which I ſhall, give thee from the Word, to 
prevept thy mifcarriage in theduties of God's worthip , for 
reparation to dutics, I ſhall ſpcak when I come to treat of 
Bodifying the Lord's day. | 
Firlt, Be heedful andl watchfnl ever thy ſelf, when thou art about 
eligions duties, Hecdleſs ſervice is truitlels fervice z what 
mealure of care we give God.in dutics, the ſame meaſure of 
comfort we may expe from duties. Ecclef. 5. 1. Keep thy 
feet when thou goeſt into the howſe of God, and be more ready to 
* hear than to give the ſacrifice of fouls. Thine heart, like Dinah, 
15 apt to wander abroad, eſpecially from the way and wor- 
ſhip of God , it behoves thee then to have a (trick hand over 
if, if thou woulgeft keep it at home ; Obſerve, conſider thy 


8 feet, lo the word ligniticth. 


Thefcet of the Harlot abide not within her houſe, neither 
will thy atk-Ctions cafily within the houſe of God z doth not 
experience tell thee, that they love to be gadding, and there- 
fore require a ſtrong and vigilant guard. Parents et their 
children before them at Church, and have their eyes much 
upon them, becauſe otherwiſe they will be toying and play- 
ing truly ſo will thy heart, if thine eye be not on it. Alas, 
thy heart in duty is like one that looks through an Optick 
gal on ſome {mall objec, with a Palfic hand, its long be- 
ore he can diſcern it, and as ſoon as he hath found it, ſo un» 
ſteady is his hand that he hath loſt it agam 3 therefore it 
behoves thee to keep it diligently, and to watch it narrow- 

ly: there is a bottomleſs depth of dcceit in thine heart, how 
* unwilling is it to a duty 2 how much wandring ina duty ? 

how ſoon weary of a duty ? The heart is deceitful above all 

things, and deſperately wicked, who knoweth it ? Ter. 17. 11. 

Take notice of the centre of the poiſon, the beart is deceitful, a 
deceitful hand is nothing ſo dangerous as a deceitful heart, 
when poiſon gets to the very ſeat of life, in what danger is 
a ſoul of death ? Here is alſo the meaſure of the pallution;. The 
heart is dectitfie! above all things, the belt part is unſpeakably 

Q_2 poiſoned, 
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poiſoned. The Prophet's expreſſion hath a three-fold grads 
tion. Firſt, there is deceit in mans heart, it is a'word uſt: 
of ways, 1ja. 40. 5. which are full of windings and turning 
and therefore arc hard to be found fo is mans heart fall of 
nooks and corners, lights and craft, and fo doth calily fu 
plant us it hath not only weakneſs and proneneſs to a 
deceived by others, but alſo an aCtiveneſs and aptne($ tode. 
ceiveit felt. Secondly, there is the degree ot its deceit, and 
indecd it is beyond all degrees. The heart is deceitful above al 
things; no creature fo flic and ſubtil as man's heart, nothing 
in this world can cqual it for tricks and wiles : nay, as thy. 
deceit of man's heart is ſo great that none can match it, (o a. 
{o it is ſodeep that none can find it, none can fathom it, Wh 
can know it? The largeſt, the longettline of mans underſtand. 
ig, can never ſcarch to the bottom of this Sea. Thirdh, 
Here 15 the danger of it, the heart of man is deceitful above all 
things, and deſperately wicked. It is not deceitful in ſuch a de- 
gree, ſo much-through weakneſs as through wiltulnefs, it is 
dclperately carried towards deadly courſes. It devotes it {el 
wholly to deccive and deftroy. How many pretences willit 
have to make thee to omit holy performances ? if thou over 
come them, how ſubtil will it be to make thee heedleſs and 
heartleſs in the ſervice of God ? It will fill thee with cars 
- 'and thoughts of the world, purpoſely to 'choke the good 
(ced of the Word ; if at any time thou wind it up to 
any fcriouſneſs in an Ordinance, how quickly and how 
{wittly, like a Clock or a Jack, doth it run down. Surely, 
Reader, the maſter that hath ſuch a cozening ſervant, mult for 
look-narrowly to him, if he would not be cheated by hifk. Ml, * ! 
It thou doſt not watch at the Altar, the birds will devouſ 13 
the facritice. | 
Thoſe that were before the Throne day and night, were Pr? 
full of eyes, behind, and before, and within, Rev. 4. 6, and W' 
Extraordinary heed is neceſſary when we come mto Gods Y t0 
houſe, We had need to have our eyes about us, when we 
come to-deal immediately with him, who 1s of purer cyss © 7 
than to behold iniquity. The Athenians in time of your Fy 
; cl , 


ys 
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crifice; had a.: Monitor to. bid- thera be ſerious, calling on 
them; Hoe: agite, mind- the work, ye afe| are. about, Plut. Cy- 
prian_ obſexyeth, that- is the -Primitive times; {the Deacon 
oft cryed out to- the people; Swmrſum corda, lift up; your 
hearts; and the Paſtor ſtirred them up with, . Oremus, at- 
tendamus, Lit us pray, Let' us attend, Commanding their 
greatelt attention when they' were about Religious aCti- 
Ons. 
Entychus was Drowſie while he was hearing, which had 
like to have-colt him his lite,God will not be ſlghted when 
he is (peaking to the children of men. Chriſt command- 
eth thee to take heed how thx heareſt, Luke 8.18. The heart 
is needful in hearing more than the ears. We read of thoſe 
that had cars and yet heard not, Ia6.9,10, Mat.13,13- It 1s 
one thing,to hear, and another thing to heed a Sermon 
Let bim that hath an ear, hear what the ſpirit ſaith to the Chur- 
ches, Rev. 2. When the word paſſeth through both ears, as 
waters through a leaking Veſſel, no wonder if it be un- 
profitable. Lelt it ſhould do fo, let us give the more di- 
ligent heed faith the Apoſile, Heb.. 2. 1. It men be told of 
the dreadful end of fn, and the great danger of their 
precious fouls, and they mind it not, will they ever ſtrive 
to prevent it ? Our proficiency by the Word depends not a 
little upon our carneſt attention to the Word, Lhe 19. 48. 
It's ſaid there,the people were attentive to bear him. They hang 
edon Chriſt, as if their ears and minds had. been tyed tothis 
tongue, or as cagerly as the little Bird, on the Dams Bill 
for Corn. | 
® In prayer alſo be heedfull , warch wnto prayer, Mark 
13. 33- Nehemiah when building, did work and watch, 
watch and work, becauſe of his Enermies ; when thou art at 
prayer, temptations without will be warting, -corruptions 
within will be working z and therefore it's requiſite for thee 
to be watching. 

Thoſe that perform their duties, as Papiſts ſay their Pa» 
ter Noſters, aud Muſitians play their Leſſons with. theix 
Fingers, whcn their, minds are buſied about othes things, 


Q_3 will 
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bidy-plek-2; 'Plalrts 58. 35; Elie SanQtuary or- place-&f Wor? hi 
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places 3'* naw.” out "of nchdm ' God was cornfortable "tg tut 
his warchful}} and dibgent Servants, but terrible to the n 


f + ”* 
- 


—_— TT” 


4+ 
” 
=> " 
4 


"IF 
- 
_ 
- 
— 


——_—_— 


" flothfidlland/Inegligent. - 1 He © is/' rertible! Hot only W 
the high places of thefield, but allo 'in the boly places of thi hi 
5. en tbr deere tendiy 4p ik 


How canſt thou expe that God ſhould heed'thy prayers, 00 
when'thon doft not heed them thy ſclt, Wouldii thou give | 
Alms to 4 Beggar that by his carriage and language ſhould ri 
Night boththeeand thy bounty ? It' a condemned tmalefs- pt 


ov ware ſuing to a Prince for his life, -and in the midſi of Ju 

hs entseatics ſhould fee a Moth or a Fly, and leave his ſuit p! 

and' folloxy after that : would this wretch deſerve a par. Ml ®* 

don, - And is it not as unreafonable, that God ſhould grant = 

thy requeſts, if thou wiltully follow thoſe fooliſh objects lt 

which thy heart or the Devil bffer to thee inthe midit of thy an 

prayers; \monltrous compoſitions, wherein'ts the face and o 

woſte of a man, the heart' aridfect of @' beaſt, muſt needi by 

be odious God; O bind thine heart to its good behaviour, pl 

when thou goelt into Gods -Houſe. Men put Locks and W | 

Fetters on Wild Horſes, whom no incloſure can keep in. ch 

This watching'the heart indaties, will faſten and tye it, 8 a 

with cords to the Altar,” - ig | | P 

Secondly, Att Grace in -#ntits, the aQting of grace in a MW © 

duty, is the grace of a duty. The Chriſtan mult attend ky 

Now tantum On the means of grace, m a gracious mannerz the man- MW. U 

. confiderandum ner of pertorming duties, is the moſt fpiritual part of them, i 
* Pidqued . andtherefove tmult moſt of all be minded. God made i © 
| + qzyot oy tix. @'breach on them who ſought hiny', not after he he 4 
chwſlntis order, x Chron: 15.49, "WFthe matter of thy perfor- | Þ 
Cajet, in Tho. mance be according to the word, and thou wilfully fail im ib 

. Leque.9. che manner, chou wit inficad of a blefſimg, meet with a i © 
blow. - God had Sacritices fromthe Jews his own appoints X 


mentfoy the-matter, and yet they were unſavoury -to bin, 
$4150 A Iſa. 
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| J/a. 1: 13,14, 15+ It is,the manner which makesvr .mars 
eycry ation, that is the foxm which ſpecificates all' our de- 


Ny votion 3 grace is Gods own Image, abundantly amiable in 
Wors his ey6; and, that -malt; be \ſampt,.on.all our, Coin of du- 


ho WI ties) 07 they; will, never \he,currant with Heaven, Rings 
| ſuffer no.Coin. to. go in their , Dominipns, but what hath 


, the their own ſtamp. -: Tamberlain would not own a pot of gold 
y 4p which hisSouldier found and brought him,becaule it wanted 
f the his Fathers impreſſion, Chriſt will own go pertqrmances un- 
(k(s they have his Fathers  Pictuze, ſomewhat gf his; Image 
yers, on them. BY. na © ec 
give - Indeed the Chriſtian hath no vatural power far theſe Tpi- 
ould ritual performances, but God. gives him his Spirit for this 


purpoſe, that he might be enabled to do ſacred duties, .with 


lefa- | 
& of ſuitable graces » we know not how to fr gy 45 we, ought, but the 

(air ſpirit belpeth our infirmities, Rom. 8. 26. Man is inipotent, CULITINA 
Par- but the” ſpirit is.an able aſſiſtant, belpeth our infirmities. e FareTay. 
rant word is cither an alluſion to a Nurſe which helps her weak 


js litcle Child to go, ſo the ſpirit affords his hand and ox us 

togo to God in dutics, or. . ( as the compolition of the 
and word imports.) itsau allytign, to thofe who Utt at a weighty 
eeds pucce of Timber, too heayy for one alane, one mai) tugs and 
pulls hard, but he cannot wag it,. till, one Rronges than he 


ou | : 
”— womes and helps him, they he. bears it.away cheartully z ſo 

"in, the Chriſtian he pulls and; hales at his own heavy heart na 

=” dnty, to:pexrtorm the duty aright, and yct makes pothy af *..:, 

| at till the piritsomesand helps hay, apd ther he, goss along vp -> 11 

n4 comfortably. through. the duty, As to Preaching there; is re; demeation 
end quired external-million,. ſo,qo every prayer. and perfarmance .. 
nan? MW, Qere are required internal motions? therefore we tind the — 


em, #purit of grace and kupplication, zoyned rogether, Bach,ya10. 
ade Karepſon when his lock! was. 615 aff, þegame like another maps ©f- 5?” © 
bs thefChiridan;whkp the (@is}s oy Fa WET Hg, BFAGE.ÞP vr 
for. Y Potuttd, haperformetid utes lia Ks ; 106.35. th 
1 i ibrath;of/tbi:Spigc ofGod-itt.s dugy;5 WhIC iis ſolar 
1 a | @v0ry 9, Gods ghfts. nay. daſowemhat. as. tathe.o1 

wR hoe * £3 +35 


nt> -part”. of duty, avaCatr Way,aakc {4 Image t# 


*% 


o 


0 — -- m———— Þ TL o4% vic en re Er - _— 
—— 


"-Hobis Chirifhab mily-wh te Religion bis nſweſ; * 


external lincaments of a'man, but-unleſs prace'and Giri 
life be in it, it is but the counterfeir, the reſemblance of 2 
true duty. ; fier 

The two ſpecial *graces which-F (hall Geak of to beated 
in Religious exerciſes arefexFand faith, upon theſe” two fett the T 
David wilked'into'Gods Houſe! - I will go intb thine Houſe, in mW: 11 
the multitude of thy, mercies, there was his faith ; and in thy, ſmo 
fear will I worſhip towards thy holy Temple, Pſal. 5. 6. here ig 

his fear. The Chriftian like a'Net; mult have both the lead 
of an holy Fear, and'the cork of a lively Faith, if he would 
catch any thing out of the waters of the Sanctuary; it the 
' cork of Faith was without the lead of Fear,the Net would lie 
too high; the lead of Fear were without the cork of Faith 
the Net of the Soul would fall too low,and fo nothing would 
be caught 3 but both togethet lay i in che like(tplace for a good 
draught. * 

1. Fear and ' amſul apprehienfions - bf Golds infnite Majeſty, is 
requiſite” in our religions ations : This muſt be the hand-maid 
to wait'upon the Miftreſs. of the ſoul ii all its addreſſes to the 
King of Heaven, Serve. the Loyd with fear, and rejoice with 
trembling, Pſal. 2. 11:' God allowech an humble familiariy 
in the walks of Obedience, yct-he will-alwaycs have thooh 
dren of men' to know their diftante;” And though this habit 
'of Fear mutt be ever in onx hearts, a$ fire was; coaſtantly. on 

LQued non me= the Altar, yet he expetts that it ſhould be _— up and 
awed -orpore? flame out at the time of offering facrifice, reateſt 
pan Aha reverence is then moſt needful, when we - <t e grex 
xox colicur;, God in his Ordinaricts! God is greatly to be feared.in the Af. 
LaR.de irade ſemblygf his: Saints, ant hitt'in reverence of. all them than. 4 
lib, 8. rotnd about bim. Pſal. 89; 9. 
Bd 29. 56) When God intended to give the Law to Iſrael, the Jenks 
"12,14 thatt landtific rhemlelves three days before hand 3 and when 
| 'Godcame'on'the third day to deliver his pleafure.torhc pet: 
le; with what pottp and'texror was proclamation. made? 
bc hls 'in'-His* RoyaP robedc with /a/ noble Retigue. of 1)... 
and" Angels, and with- the dreadfuloenltigns rot bis Þ;.. &.. 
Deurs 33: 3+ (Farr, fp ors; oo nn nas ” 
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and roſe from Seir, be ſhined: forth from Moons Paran, and be! 
came with ten thouſand of Saints, from his right hand went 
+ fiery Law for them. Then were there thunders and light- Exod. 19, 
ning!, and a thick, cloud npon the Mount , and the voice of 16, 18, 
the Trumpet exceeding loud ," ſo that \all the people that were 
ix the camp trembled. . And Mount Sinai was altogether in 
a ſmoke becauſe the Lord deſcended wpon it in fire, and the. 
moke thereof aſcended as the ſmoke of a furnace , and the 
whole Mount quaked greatly ; and why is all this ? Why 
doth the Mighty poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth appear at 
that time in ſuch ſtate, and royalty, and magnificence, with 
fach a Train of Heavenly Courtiers, with ſuch Thunde- 
ring Vollies of Shot, with the Mountain Smoking under 
him, and Trumpets ſounding before him? But to aſſure 
us that he is not fo contemptible, as to be lighted by 
any3 that he is not impotent, but able to revenge him- 
{lf on all that affront him 3 nay, to teach us that he will | 
be feared and reverenced in all them that draw nigh to hin. 
Therefore he will make even Moſer, whom he knew tace to ,, 
ce, atſuch a time exceedingly to quake and fear. mY 
Civil or natural difference-amongſt us here below, com- 
mandeth proportionable reverences the Subject mult tear 
is Soveraign, 1 Pet. 2. 17. The Servant muſt obey his 
aſter with fear and trembling, Epheſ. 6. 5. the Wite mult 
ke that ſhe reverence her Husband, Epheſ. 5. wit. It there 
e ſuch reverence due from one creature to another, when 
were all made of the ſame courſe earthly mold, and The Worſhip 


I2, 27, 


e Af Frult all be buried in the bowels of their common Mother ; OS ; 
"A men there is'no efſential, but only an extornſecal diffe= 1 , orig. ae . 


ace between them; what reverence is due from poor duſt - & reiwes 

nd aſhes, to the God of the Spirit of all fAlcſh? the King of valde pevere 
ngs,'and Lord of Lords, between whom and his creatures ** deft _- 

here isan infinite diſtance ? | i . * canis ad pedes 
Itb:hoveth ,us, faid Bernard ,ito entex into. the: celdial: aficujur tan- ** 


oy durt '# at prayer tittde ) where the King of: Heaven fits an quam domini 

4 & Starry , -ttately throne, environed with an innume- / man 14 

” ble company of gloxious Angels , - and Crowned g;ai; pat 
Wc R Saints, Zaxch. 
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Saints, with .great reverence and-fear 3 Ah with why 
humility ſhould a poiſonous -polluted Toad , (creep any 
crawl out of a Ditch into the preſence.of & glorious and 4 
dreadful a Majeſty. ? The holy Servants of Gad were anti, ia 
ently. called Nephatim-( from: Nepho! to fall down ). Pri 

ſtrates, or fallers, becauſe in the Worſhip of God they ulually hears 
fell:oa the carth. 

The Elders of Iſrael trembled at the coming of Samuel 
T'\Sam. 16. 9. and ſhall not we tremble when the great God app" 
cometh to.us'in his Ordinances. x 

Every Relation in. which men ſtand to, God calls for pon 
awfulnc(s and dread of him. 1f I be a Father, where is min y 
bonour'? If The your Mafter, where is my fear * Mal. 1. 6. but x;4 
eſpecially inthe Saints approaches to him, they muſt ttand in ( 
aw of him. When God appeared to Facvh at Bethel, where he _y 
ſaw nothing but Viſions of lovghe cryeth out,this is none othn 
but the Houſe of God z How dreadful'is this place ? Gen.28.19, 

Thegreat Turk when he goeth into his Temple, layeth 
aſide all his tate, and hath none to attend him but a Pro inf 
feflor of the Law. , _= 

Therefore Reader, be perſwaded to fear that gloriow -,, 
and fearful Name, the Lord thy God. That Name which 1 
the greateſt prop of thine affiance , commandeth thy teal © 
and reverence. "Put 

When thou hbeareſt 3, in the fear of God give audience to hit 


Deur, 28. $$. 


Word; AQs 13. 16. Poor Peaſants muſt be trembling wha ©... 
thisPrince 45 ſpeaking. With mecknels receive that word 

which -will damn or '{ave thy ſoul. Alas, with what teal .. 
ſhould a coudcmned Priſoner attend to his King, when eve- ns 
ry word he ſpeaks is life or death. It becomes the great. .-., 
 Perfons to be awful in Gods preſence. Conſtantine the Great, preſe 
Exſeb. de it. when hgaring aSermon,would ſtart out of his Chair of Stats, Y ;.4 
4 '*3* being raviſhed with the word, and.ftand up for a lon gran 
en time's and being minded: by his'Courtiers, - that godh 
a poſture was  unbecoming his' High Place , - he woull Y 4, 


not-hearken to them. Eglon though a fat unweildy man, 
as ſoon'as Ebxd- told him that he had a defngs ey mah 
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God to him, roſe up to hear it, Fudg.. 320, ' Abrabam 
who had the honour and favour to be Gods friend, yet 
when God fpake to him, fell on his face, Gen. 19 3; Miſes 
though high in the heart of God,/ yet is humble when he 
hears from God, He boweth his bead towards the Earth' and 
Worſhips, Exod. 34. 8. 
| When thou prayeft, put up thy petitions to him-with awful 
any apprehenſions of him, The vmlg. Lat. tead'that-Pſal. 84:1 t. 
t God aljeftns in domo Dei mei, to bt tft upon the Earth, to lie pro= 
| 5 1 --lled on God, threw themſclyes on the ground. ' Lzther 
| prayed with confidence, as to a Father z but with reverence, 
ail 5 f0 2 God. Remember when thou takeft 'ypon thee 
ancn ſpeak unto the Lord, yet thou art But daft' and' aſhes; 
cre'l Gen. 18. 27, Thou art at beſt but a Beggar, and a proud 
heart will not ſuit a Beggars purfe. The -poot muſt uſe 
lava entreaties, Prov, 18, 23. The twenty four Elders fell on 
"IE their faces and worſhipped, Rev. 4. 16. So did Jeſus Chrift 
himſelf in prayer, Mz. 26. 39. O come let us worſhip" and 
bow | down, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker, Plal: 95: 6. 
The Elephant that could not bow nor -kneel, was ny' tit 
Beaſt for a Sacrifice. 
Goto the Sacrament, that repreſentation of Chriſts ſuf- Mar, 28. 8, ] 

fering,as the —_— went from his Sepulchre,'ith fear and 
great joy z The Fathyrs call it, myſterizm tremendiem, the near« 
ewe draw to God in any Ordinance, the greater malt be 
our reverence. Ina Sermon we draw nigh to him, a3 P#+ 
pi to their T#tor 3 In prayer, as Children to their Father, 

at a Sacrament we talk with God face to face; We oP 
* with him, and he with us. I Angels veil their faces in 
preſence, much more cauſe have we toſerve hit with Rat 
and 'trembling in eyety Ordinance, 'In'z word, Let'us bave 
" whereby we may ſerve him with reoerence- and 

fear, for our. God is a conſuming fire, Heb. T2.:48, 29. 
Mark the way to ſerve God aceeptably, is to ſerye hin "a 
roth. ' As 'the Quaver addetlh 4 grace fo the Mafich, - 
makes it mort acceptable "to. us ,, G6 ur To rect 

R 2 gracet 


How a Chriſtian may make Religion bis buſineſs, 


graceth our performances, and makes them more acceptable 
to God, \'. 

2. Perform Religious ditties with Faith, as well as Fear; the 
Fear will keep the heart awful, and Faith will make it chea-W EP 
ful in the ſervice of God. Let us draw nigh to God with jul £7 
aſfrance of faith, Heb. 10. 22. In Ordinances man draw 
nigh to God, but if. he would do it with acceptance he mug Þ** 
do with affiance, with faith z . By Faith Abel offered a more «& MW "©" 
ceptable ſacrifice than Cain,Heb.1 1.4. Faith doth inftrumentalh fro! 
juſtific both our perſons and performances, becauſe it look "2 
up to, and layes hold on Chriſt, whojuſtifieth both meritor. iſ 
ouſly. God is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, now then P" 
are many fins jn our beſt ſervices 3. we mult therefore carry thi 
all our ſacrifices, ( as the Iſraelites did, Exod. 28. 38.)to our hir 
High Prieſt, who will take away the iniquity of our holy thing, 
and procure their acceptance with the Lord. ;- He ſhall purg thr 
them as Gold and Silver , that they may offer unts the Ll * 
an offering in righteouſnefl, then ſhall the Offerings of Fudah and det 
Feruſalem. be pleaſant unto the Lord, Mal. 3.2, 3,4. tif ® 
a prophelie of Chriſt. He ſhall purge away the' drok bet 
wow, our duties, and then they thall be pleaſing ol © 
It was afacred Law among the Moleſfizns, that whoſoevar i ** 
came to the King with his Son in his arms ſhould be pardo- * 
ned whatſoever offence he were guilty of : The Athenian &* 
Generalthercfare,when baniſhed his Country,fled to Admetn Pr] 
Ring of the Moloſfens his deadly enemy, and proſtrated him-W © 
ſelf before him with his Son jn his arms, and found favoiu. 8 5 
Godand man are enemies, there is no appearing before ths $: 
dxcadful King without his Son in our axms, and with hin 
there is po fear of qxepulſe ; Inbim we bove boldneſs, and aca 
with confidence by the faiph of him, Epheſ. 3, 12, As God ant} Þ" 
man axe angry,Chriſt is medium reconciliationis,he makes them dic 
friends; as God and man. aic xeconciled, Chriſt is. medixn Ct 
compmunionis, he 15 the means of their fruition of each other Y 
Therefoxe /Reades whagever! thou doſt & whether , thou ſt 3 
prayef} , ,on. heareſt,) or ſingelt , [07 readelt, do al :in; th 
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name of Chriſt, Col. 3. 17. Conſider thy admiſſion into Gods 
preſehce is by Chritt : No man cometh to the Father but by 
the Son, oh. 14.6. Throngh bim. we have acceſt unto the Father, 
Eph. 2. 18. It ishis blood which hath purchaſed thee this 
gracious priviledge. He alone hath turned the ſeat of Zuſtice 
into a Throne of Grace. When thou approacheſt God, he would 
bea fire to conſume thee, not a Father to imbrace thee, were 
it not for his Son. Confider alſo thy- affiliance in duties is 
from Chriſt ; Without him thou canſt do nothing, John 15. 3. O 
how dull and dead is thy heart in the moſt ſolemn duty, un- 
(6 this Lord of life quicken it. Though thou haſt a real 
principle of ſpiritual life, yet unleſs Chritt draw. thee, give 
thee quickning and enciting Grace, thou canlt not run after 
him in a duty. 

Further, Thine acceptance in the Ordinances of God is 
through Chriſt. O how unſavoury would thy belt duties be, 
were it not for the odors of his moſt ſweet ſacrifice, The gol- 
den Cenſor and the Incenſe under the Law typificd that all 
our performances mult beperfumed, and preſented by Chriſt, 
before they can be accepted with God. The ſmoke of the In- 
cenſe mult aſcend with the Saints prayers betore they can be 
pleaſing. The incenſe (which ſignified the merits of Chriſt) 
sthe pillar of ſmoke in which the believers pertormances 
mount up to Heaven, Rev.$.3,4. No wonder that David b:g- 
ged fo hard, Let my prayers come before thee like incenſe. The 
Prieſts when they went into the Tabernacle to ſacrifice were 
commanded to put off their own, and to put on the holy 
garments provided for them, Exod. 28. 43. intimating , 

hat none mult approach God in the rags ot their own, but. . 
in the Robes of Chriſts Righteouſneſs. The Ark which was 
a ſpecial type of Chriſt (without of Shittim-wood, ſpeaking 
bis Humanity, within of wrought gold, typifying his Deity ) 
did ſignifie thus much to us; it covered the two Tables, fo 
Chriſt- the Law; there God gave his gracious anſwers , 
and was propitious to his people, ſo God accepteth the 
verſons and prayers of men in Chriſt, Ephbeſc x. 6, It the 

atriarchs were welcome to Pharaoh, it was for Fo = 
R 3 ez 


i. —__—_OA/__@—_— ———_— a — 9 


—_ 
OC —— 


94 How a Chriſtian may make Religion his buſineſs,” 
ke; and if the people of God are welcome at any time” 
to him, it '15 for ]clus lake. 

Faith in Chrilt is the eye which raviſheth the heart of 
God 3 Thou haſt (toln away mine beart with one of thirie eyes, 
Cant. 4. Of all the Virgin-Graces none? find ſuch favourin 
his fight. This, this is the Heſter on whoſe head he ſets the 
Crown ; When ſhe appears before him, though it be contrary 
to the Law of Works, he conſtantly holds out the golden 
Scepter of Grace : He is ſo delighted with her beauty, fo ra- 
viſhed with her comelineſs, that he granteth her requeſt (be 
it) tothe half or whole of his Kingdom. Therefore Reader 
when thou goelt to God, be ſure to take Chrilt along with 
thee, as ever thou wouldtt ſpecd. Let thy prayers and pctiti- 
ons be in hisname with an eyc to his promiſe , Whatſoever ye 
Jhall ack the Father in my name, T will do it, John 14. 13. Let 
thy Praiſes and Thankſgivings be in his name, according to 
his precept, Giving thanks alwayes, and in all things unto God 
and ownr F ather,in the name of our Lord F:ſus Chriſt, Eph.5. 20, 
To be ſhort, As an holy Prieſt offer up all thy ſpiritual Sacri- 
fices acceptable to God by Jeſus Chriſt. 

Thirdly, If thou would/t make Religion thy bufinefs in 
holy duties, Perform them to give God glory by them, and to 
receive grace through them : Ordinances muſt be uſed both as 
a teftimony of our ſubjetion to God , and as the way of 
communion with God. God is preſent in his Ordinances, 
I. In majeſty and beauty, and in that reſpe our end in them 
muſt be to give him glory. 2. In communication and boun- 
ty, and in that reſpect our end in them mult be to receive 
Grace from him,P/al.27.4. Rev,2.3,6, Excd.20.24. Godseyen 
is very much on our ends in duties; he takes notice when he 
1s negleted, and (elf exalted ; Fhen ye fafted and mourned;even 
theſe ſeventy years, did ye all faſt unto me, even to me ? 
And when ye did eat, and when ye did drink, did ye nat 
eat for your ſelves, and drink, for your ſelves ? Zach 7.6, 7. 
God ſeeth when ſelt-credir, or felf-protit is the end of a 
performance, Matth. 6. 1, 2. Hoſ. 7. 14. He weigheth all 
our ations by our aims, Now as duties are conſiderable 
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in a twofold reſpect,ſo a Chriltian rautt have in them a two- 
fold end. 

't of 1. Duties are conſiderable, as ſervices, in relation to the com< 
mand, and ſo a Chritiian muſt mind them,that he may teſtihe 


Fes. his obedienceto God, and his dependance on him, T how haft 
the commanded me to keep thy precepts diligently 3 O that my ways were 
rary diretied to keep thy commandments, Plal. 119.5, 6. 

Iden Warn the unruly, comfort the feeble minded, ſupport the weak, 
yu be patient towards all men, rejaycing evermore, pray without cea/< 


(be ing, in every thing give thanks, for this is the will of God con- 
cerning you, 1 Theſſ.5.14,15,16,17,18, God required the I{ra- 


_ elites to bring a ſheat in a Ghomer,about a pottle,tor all their 
titi. increaſe of the fruits of the earth, Lev.23.10. whereby they 
er je acknowledged that they receive all trom him. Though man 
Let be ianable to fatisfie Gods Juſtice by all his devotion, yet 
; to God will be owned and acknowledged in holy duties. Co- 


God py-holders, though they have the protits of their Houſcs and 
R Lands to themſelves, yet pay ſome {mall Quit-Rent, and at 
. certain times do ſuit and ſervice to the Lord of their Manor, 


CIi« 

; acknowledging thereby that the Fee-fimple is his, and they 
- in enjoy them through his favour. The earth is the Lords,and the 
l to fulneſi thereof. He is the mighty poſſeſſvr of Heaven and earth , 
eu and though he gives the earth by lealcs tor lives (as it were) 


of and copies to the children of men, yct the Fee-limple and ori- 
ginal right is ſtill in himſelf, and he hath appointed fcafons 


es, ; 
em daily and weekly for duties, wherein Chriſtians ſhould ac+ 
am. knowledge that they hold all of him, and cnjoy all through 
Ve his grace and good will. 

ye » The worſhipping of God in his Ordinances 15 the homage, 


he which as creatures, we owe to our Maker, and as Chriſtians, 
we owe to our Redeemer z God alloweth us the comfort. ot 
2 $$. our mercies, but he reſerveth to himſelf the credit of our 
mercics, and hath appointed the hours of prayer tobe thedet 
titnes tor the payment of this (mall Quyt-Rent ( infinitely 
inferior to our engagements ) to his ſacred Majeſty. 

iſt Truly Reader, This end muſt be minded in thine at» 
tendance on the means of grace , namely, to give God 


N glory by acknowledging his Soveraignty-.over thee, and 
bounty. 


- 


ett. Mi 
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g6 How a Chriſtian may make Religion his buſmeſs, » it 
i bounty to thee; or elſe when thou bendeſt the bow of thine Y by C 
heart, and ſhootelſt thy ſpiritual arrows, thou wilt never hit MW bi Sj 


the mark. glaſio 

2. Duties are conliderable as means, in relation to the I. glory. 
Promiſe, and fo they are channels cut out by Chriſt to con. I to fa 
vey grace into the hearts ot men, therefore thine end in this © grow 
reipc& mult be toderive grace from the God of all grace, WW ary 3 
through the means -of grace. The place of Ordinances is I Ame 
called by ſome The dor of Heaven, becauſe there Chriſt gives Iſ trom 
his alms, his dole. Others call it, The Celeſtial Exchange be. So 
eween God and his people ; God doth there exchange mercies I /»s, : 
for duties, and they exchange Glory for Grace. At the Taber» I and 2 
nacle, (aith God, I will meet with the children of Ifrael, and it WM were ! 
ſhall be ſanitified by my glory: And I will dwell among the I aith 
children of Iſrael,and will be their God, Exod. 29.4.3,45.When I 200d 
God comes to his houſe, he never comes empty handed. If & me, (: 
Paxlcomes with the tulneſs of the blefſings of the Goſpel of I he be 
Chriſt, with what cluſters ofbleſſings is the true Vine laden ? I place: 
with what a train of Graces and Comforts is this great King I the 1 
attended ? I will meet with the children of Iſrael there ? When I for le 
} acob met Foſeph they kiſt and wept, Gen. 46. 29. But when Ii thoſe 


God meets the Believer, they havea merrier mceting, they Re 

kiſs and rejoyce. for b: 

And.1 will dwell among them, Who can imagine the houſe Iſl firit: 

/ « WwhichGod keeps, where he dwells, the dainties, the deli- I be lik 
FAG cates which he provides for his friends and Family. Great Il great 
Le” Princes have great proviſion in their Courts, an{werable to I be fill 
their quality ; but what provifion doth the great God make ? D: 

ſurely anſwerable to his infinite Majcſly, \ Wihet 


Moſes uaveyl- The Table in the Tabernacle was furniſhed with ſo many W-oun 
ed, c 27-p-10. loaves as there were Tribes in Iſrael, ſignifying that God | Tho! 
keeps a conliant and plentiful table in his Church for all Be» Kand ; 

lievers. oth 

Ordinances are canales gratie, Conduit-pipes whereby the | cies, 

water of lite is derived from Chriſt into the hearts of Chri- | garly 

ftians. As the- light and beams of the Sun is the vehiculum, or If trom 

chariot to convey the beat and influence of the Sun to the I thou 

world; fo the Ordinances of God are the chariots where- 


by 
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by God conveyeth the heat of bis grace, and the influences of 


bis Spirit to men and women. Saints behold his face in the 
glaſi of Ordinances, and are changed inta his image from gloxy to 
glory, 2 Cor. 3. 18. Thoſe divine graces which are tor meat 
to facishe, and for medicine to heal the foul, are found 
growing only upon the banks of the waters of the Sanctu- 
ary 3 therefore go to Ordinances, as the Viemalim, a Bird in 
America, flicth to the ficlds, for the dew which falls down 
from heaven there, upon which it liveth. 

Soerates one day meeting AXenophon the ſon of 'Coril- 
lus, 3n a certain Port Town, ſtopp'd him with his aff, 
and asked him, JVhere was the place where ſeveral commodities 
were to be had ? Heanſwered readily, In ſuch a place. Then, 
faith Socrates, Where is the place that a man might be made 
good ? Nenophon anſwered, He could not tell. Then follow thou 
me, faith Socrates, and thou ſhalt learn : And trom that time 
he became Socrates's Scholar. The Ordinances of God are the 
places for both, there true riches and vertue may be had ; 
the Temple is both the Exchange for trathck, and a School 
for learning : the good Malter teacheth his Scholars there 
thoſe leſſons which make them wiſe to ſalvation. 

Reader, the Ordinances are the food of the foul, ( milk 
for babes, and meat for men ) do.thou teed on. them to get 
ftiritnal bealth and ſtrength; it is a ſhame for a Chriſtian co 
be like an Ant, buſie about a mole-hull, and never to grow 
greater. Go to thoſe wells, that the veſſels of thy foul may 
be filled with living water. 

David longed ( as a woman with child, ſo the word ſig- 
nifjeth }) to ſee che beauty of the Lord, and receive of his 
bounty in the SanQuary, Pſal. 84. 2. and 63. 1, 2. and 27. 
Thou goeft to the market to ſupply thy bodily neccſlities, 
and art aſhamed to come home empty ? Dolt thou not come 
othe Ordinances of God for the relict of thy foul-indigen» 
cies, and art thou not grieved to come away poor and beg» 
early ? Merchants take m ſome goods trom one part, {ome 
trom another part, and at laſt come home richly laden do 


thou get ſore true riches at praycr, ſome trom the ma 
5 an 
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_ How a Chriſtian may make Religion his buſineſs, 
_ and then how comfortably mayſt thou conclude thy 
dutKs. 
Do not reſt in the formal performance of dutics as the 
Prov: 9: 24: Harlot that cried out, 1 have had my peace-offerings to day, and 
therefore all mult be well; butas the people, when Moſu 
Exod. 33. 8, WEnteto ſpeak to God for them, tney all looked after him, tg 


ſee what ſpeed, what ſucceſs. Atter thine attendance on 
Ordinances, long and look for the fruit of them, If ama 
preſent apetition toa King, he gives attendance to ſee whe. 
ther it will be granted or no. It isa contempt both of Ged' 
Majectty and Mercy, for thee to throw down thy prayer 
before him, and then to run away not caring what become 
of it. When thou haſt been ſpeaking to God, hearken wha 
God will ſpeak to thee, for he ſpeaketh peace to his people 
and to his-Saints, that they return no more to folly. Lt 
down thy net into the waters, and expect to catch ſome. 
what which may tced thy foul; if thou fiſh all night and 
C as the Diſciples ) catch nothing, look for the coming 
Chriſt in the morning, and that purpolely to give theez 
good draught of hſh. 

Reader, Remember thine errand at Ordinances is'to get 
grace, thou haſt God's promiſe to them, and his power and 
faithfulneſs, both engaged for its performance, and it's thy 
fault and folly if thou goeſt hungry from a full table, and ens 
pty from a fice and large treaſure, Be as wiſe for thy ſoul s 
others are for their bodics. The country trades-man wants 
commodities, he goeth to London, where is a Merchant that 
hath variety and abundance ; when he comes there, he doth 
not ſpend histime in ſecing faſhions, and viſiting friends, but 
in going to this and that ware-houſe as his occaſions requit 
to buy wares; and you fee ſometimes what conliderabk 
quantities he ſends home : Go thou and do likewiſe. Thou 
complaineſt that thou wanteſt grace, go to Chriſt, who hath 
varicty and ſufficiency for thy ſupply 3 but do not go to ſe 
men, or to be ſeen of men, but to ſee God, and to bt 
transformed into his likeneſs; go to this and that duty 


ſhops ( where Chriſt fits and (cls ) and buy wine ans 
L mik, 


take 
fors 
take 
benſ 
that 
and 
- 
conſe 
the 
I/or 
"gr! 
eſcaf 
therr 
CIVCI 
of th 
may 
Hea: 
and 
ball 


_—_— 


© 


in Spiritual performances, and Religious atFions, 


99 
de th ll Milk withour Money and without price, little doſt thou know, 
were this but thy buſmeſi how certainly, how liberally he 
, 5theſW would ſatisfie thee ? Why ſhould the Tradeſman be a better 
lay, and Husband for corruptible wares, than thou art for durable 
+ Mok tiches ? Alas, alas, Chrift is more willing to ſell, than thou 
Lim, t cant be to buy 3 to give, than thou art to ask. 
to Balarm, as bad as he was, when he had prepared ſeven Al- 
| a May tars, and offered ſeven Sacritices could expect to meet God, 
Ee Whe and canſt thou, O Chriſtian, contentedly miſs him, ſurely he 
God) is a pitiful beggar, tnat can go to the gate of a bountiful 
Yrayen Peer, where is plenty of provifion for the poor, and come 
_— away willingly without his Alms. 
Xcopk, A good wiſh about religious Duties in general, wherein the 
It former Heads are Epitomized, 
ſome. 
It and He +mmediate Worſhip of the infinite God, being a work, 
ing Ts the greateſt weight that ever I did, or can poſſibly under- 
theey take, yea, that men and Angels are Capable of ; I wiſh there- 
fors that I may never enter raſhly npon it, but may ordinarily 
take ſome pains before band, to aw my beart by a ſeri appre- The Incrodu- 
Aion ro the 


henſion of the unconceivable greatneſs, jealoufie and holineſs of 
that God to whom I am approaching, ( how he is reſolved to be 


direRion: ana» 
liſed. 


ſanftified either attively or paſſively, in every one that araweth 

nigh to him, ) and by a ſavoury conſideration of the unſpeakable Preparations 
conſequence of the duty in which I am engaged, how it Concerneth 

the unchangeable welfare of my never dying ſoul in the other 

World. IT wiſh that all the time of the duty, I may look, as nar- Attention; 
1gwly to my beart, 4s ever keeper didto that priſoner, for whoſe 

eſcape he was to dye, and bind it to the Altar ( «s they of old, 

their Sacrifice ) with the ftrongeſt cords of all watchfulneſs, and - | 
circumſpetiion imaginable, T wiſh that I may perform each part Aging Grace. 
of the d:ty with ſut able grace, and to this end, that all my graces 


tolet | maybe upon the wing, ready upon the leaſt call to mount uv to 
tobe 1 Heaven « ſeveral ftrings of a Viol, wound up to their due beight 
duty Þ and pitch, each intheir place, upon the leaſt touch ( 48 occaſion 
2 an O that 


ſhall be )ts make Muſick in the ears of the Lord my God 
S2 | 


while 
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Faith, 


The end of 


duties. 


while: my beloved ſitteth at bis Table,my Spikenard may ſend forth 
4 pl-aſant ſmell. In particular, I wihh that T way be ſo ſenſibly 
of th- infinite diſtance which # betwixt the incomprebenſible Lord 
of Heaven, and me a poor worm, who lye groveling bere.on earth, 
that I way both in my carriage and language affeftions & expref- 
fins, behave my ſelf throughout the ordinance with all godly -. 
humility and reverence.I wiſh that T may be ſo truly affefied with 
the ſins and unworthineſs of my perſon and performances, and my 
$S aviours infinite meritoriouſueſs, that I may carry all my Sacy;. 
fices to the High-Prieft of my profeſſion, believing aſſuredly, that 
they being engl with the odors of his death, and preſeuted 
by bis hands, ſhall be Offerings of a ſweet ſmelling ſavour to my 
God. Finally, I wiſh that all ends of pride, merit and ſelf, ſet 
aſide, I may therefore attend op duties, that I may by my pogr 
Pepper-corn, acknowledge thoſe —_ eternal oblig ations by 
which I am bound to my God, and alſo that by thoſe Buckets (0 
that they might never come up empty to me ) I may draw water 
out of the Well of Salvation, Amen. 


CHAP. XII. 


How a Chriſtian may exerciſe himſelf to Godlinefs in 
Prayer. And firſt, of Prayer in general: and of the 
antecedents to it, 


T* infinite and glorious God, though he be fo high, 
that he hwmbleth himſelf to behold things in Heaven, and 
ſo holy that the Heavens are unclean in bis ſight, is yct (0 


acious that he condeſcendeth to, and converſeth with poor 
tul duſt and aſhes; amongſt all thoſe wayes which he hath 


appointed the children of men to walk with him in, Prayer 
is one of the fairclt and pleafanteſt, In this duty tne chil 
dren of God whiſper him inthe ear, open their minds, aud 
unboſom themſclves to him, as his intimate fricads and fa- 
voinites. Hehath been pleaſed tocommand it,not only - 
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of his Dominion over them, and for his own glory, ( He 
that offereth praiſe glorifieth me ) but alſo out of his compaſ: 
fon to them, and for their good, that by prayers ( as men 
fr diſtant do by letters ), there tmight be a conſtant and 
uninterrupted intercourſe and correſpondence betwixt Hea- 
yea and Earth. 

Men by dtſcourling together come to be acquainted at 
firſt, and continue therr acquaintance by ſending to,and hear- 
ing from one another. Prayer which is the ſpeech of man 
with his Maker, 15 a {pecial means whereby he comes to be 
acquainted with God, as alſo to increaſe and contmue this 
acquaintance. Prayer indeed bringeth Heaven down to 
man, and prayer carricth man up to Heaven It is the chick 
duty wherein all the graces meet, they ſhine brightly like fo 
many glorious Stars im this Firmament. 

Of all graces, faith obtaineth the Crown, above all take 
the ſhield of faith, Other Jewels are of great value, but 
this is the faireft Parking Diamond. Among all duties pray- 
erſeems to challenge the garland of 'honor, Conterning the 
work, of my hands command ye me. This is the Favourite in 
the Heavenly Court, to whom the Rihg of Kings can deny 
nothing. This duty is of ſuch werght, that it is frequently / 
put for Gods whole worſhip, Seek ye the Lord, ſeek, his ſtrength, 
ſeek, bis face evermore, Plal. 105. 4, 5-' Gods Temple which - 
was the beauty of holineſs, the habitation of the Moſt 
High,wasbaptized by God himſelf with this' name, My Hauſe 
ſhall be called of all Naticns an houſe of prayer, Iſa. 56. 7. Gods 5 
people which are higher than the Kings of the Earth are 
known to be nobly born by this praftice, This is the genera- 
tion of them that ſeek, him, that ſeek thy face O Fab, Pſal.24.6. 
Nay, God himlſelt is pleaſed to wear prayers Livery, and to » 
be diſtinguiſhed by the Royal Robes of his relation to this 
duty, O thou that heareſt prayer, unto thee ſhall all fleſh come, 
Pfal. 65. 1, 2. Pearls of a very high price, are never fet but 
in gold, the choiceſt mettal. The Worſhip and people of God 
are more worth than all this World, but O how muchisGod 
worth! yet all thefe gliſter gtorioufly in the ring of prayer. 
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There is no duty in my odfervation which hath 6 
many precepts for it., , or promiles to..it, as prayer, and 
ſure I am, there is no duty which giveth more honow 
to God , or receiveth moxe honour from God than 
Prayer. yo 

Prayer hath a twofold preheminence above all other 
duties. whatſocver. In regard of the univerſality of it 
influence, and opportunity tor its performance. The unj. 
verſality of its influence. . As every facrifice was to be (cafo. 
ned with Salt, ſo every undertaking, and every affliion of 
the creature mult be ſanihed with prayer 3 nay, as it ſhew. 
eth the excellency of gold, that at's laid upon hilver its (elf, 
it ſpeaketh the excellency of prayer, that not only naturl 
and civil, but even Religious aud ſpiritual ations are over- 
laid with prayer. Wepray not only before we eat or drink 
our bodily nouriſhment, but alſo betore we feed on the bread 
of the Word, and the bread in the Sacrament z prayer is te- 
quilite to make every providence,and every Ordinance blel- 
{ed to us; Prayer is needful to make our /particular cl- 
lings ſucceſsful, prayer.is the guard co ſecure the fort-royal 
of the heart, prayer is-the Porter to keep the doas of the 
lips, prayer is the ſtrong Hilt which deftendeth the hands, 
prayer p:rfumes every relation, prayer helps us to profit by 
every condition, prayer is the Chymiſt that turns all into 
Gold , prayer is the Maſter-workman, if that be out & 
the way, the whole Trade ſtands (till, or goeth backward, 
What the Key is to the Watch, that prayer is to Rcli- 
gion, it winds it up and ſets it a going. It is before other 
dutics in xegard oft opportunity for its performance. A 
Chriſtian; cannot alwayes hear, or alwayes read ,, or al- 
wayes communicate , but he may pray continually. No 
lace, no” company can deprive him of this priyiledge. It 
e be on the top of a Houſe with Peter, he may pray 3 it he 
b: in the bottom of the Ocean with Fonah,; he may. pray 
it he be walking in the field with [aac,, he may, pray wha 


4 noeye ſeth him; if he be waiting at table, with Nehemyab , 
5 hemay pray when no. 6ar heareth- him 3,;if he he1in. ch 
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mountains with our Saviour, he may pray 3 tf he bein the / 

riſon with Paxl, he may pray 3. where ever he 1s, prayer 
will help him to find God out. Every Saint 1s God's Tem- 
ple, _And he that carrieth his Temple about bim, \aith Auſtin, 
may go to prayer when he pleaſeth. Tndeed to a Chriſtian, every 
houle is an houſe of prayer, every cloſet a chamber of pre- 
ſence, and every place he comes to an Altar, whereon he 
may offer the facritice of prayer. 

Prayer is an bumble lifting up the heart, or pouring out the ſoul 
to God in the name of Chriſt : it 5a crying Abba Father, As 
Scripture is God's Letter, wherein he openeth his mind to 
man, {o prayer is man's Letter, wherein he openeth his 
mind to God. It is fitly reſembled to Facob's Ladder, the 
bottom of which was on carth, but the top reached to 
heaven : a thought can flie ſpeedily to the uttermolt parts 
of the earth, ſo can prayer in a moment to the higheſt 
heavens, One of the Fathers compareth it to a chain, one end 
of which is tied to man's tongue, the other end to God's 
car. Another, Aſcenſics mentis ad Denm, A lifting up the mind 
to God. Paul calls it, A making known our requeſts to God, Phil. 
4; Famblicxs, a prophane writer, calleth prayer, Kerum di- 
vinarum ducem & lucem & copulam qua homines cum Deo con» 
junguntur : The guide and light of divine truths, the band 
whereby God and man are joyned together : Clavis inſtar qua Dez 

ralia aperiuntuer , Like a key that openeth God's ſecrets, 
Auſtin calls it, Dei ſacrificium, diaboli flagellum, & Chriſtiani 
ſubſidium : A ſweet ſavonr to God, a terrour to the devil, and a 
ſhelter to a Chriſtian. ' Bernard calls it, Vinculum invincibilie, 
The conqueror of bim who is invincible. Luther {aith, It is omni 
potent. Archimedes made ſuch an Engine, That, faith he, 
could I but find where to faſten it, I would not dowbt but to re- 
move the whole earth with it. Such an Engine is prayer. By 
prayer fire hath been quenched, waters divided, the months of 
Lions topped, iron gates opened, the bottles of beaven' opened 
and ſtopped, the courſe of nature over-turned; diſeaſes re- 
moved, health reſtored, ſin ſubdued, grace beſtowed, King- 


dom: ſupported, Chmrch-enemies ſcattered, the blind _— 
e 


Te Of Prayer in general. 


the dead enlivencd, devils dilpoſi;fled, and the bleſſed Gy 
himſelf conquered. The Jews have a proverb, Sine ſtations 
bus non ſtaret mundxs, alluding to their (tanding poltate in 
prayer , the world would not (fand without prayer,” - 
When a great tixejn Conftantjzeple bad faſted on a grea 
part of the City, took hold gf, the-Church; famed in atfs 
veral of the windows, the Biſhop ran, mto the Church, Wl 
down on his knees, and would not riſe from prayer till the 
fire was vanquiſhed. And as prayer hath hindred fire, ſir 
hath brought down water: the Legigns of Chriſtians under 
Arrelius in a time, of drought, intreated rain of God, and 
prevailed, for which they were called, The lightning Legion. 
Prayer is the Midwife to bring all thoſe mercies into the 
world to the Believer, which are conceived in the womb of 
the Promiſes. It is the Chriſtians mefſenger, which he ſend 
to heaven for the ſupply of his neceſlities, and, like Jons 
than's bow, it never returneth empty. Oftentimes, as the 
Eccho doubleth the voice, ſo doth the anſ{iver the prayer: 
when the ſoul, like Gehazz, asketh but one talent, God, like 
Naeman, forceth two upon it. The Lord # rich wnto all tha 
call upon him, Rom. 10.12, Prayer is the Thamer, in which 
all ſorts of commoditics axe brought upftox the re'ief- of the 
citizens of Zion, Some ſay of Cornutopia, that it hath all 
things ncceffary for food in it. Prayer bath in it all thing 
pertaining to this lite and a better, | 
 Itis ſaid of the Pope, He can never want mony while he can 
boldapen , his writing of Pardons and Indulgences filleth 
his coffers : it is more true of the Chriſtian, heneed never 
want if he will but pray. Prayer is a key to God's owy 
coffers, wherein there are infinite and all forts of comforts, 
T have no friend, (aid a good woman, but I bave a prayer, and 
ſo long as I have @ praying beart, God will find 8 .pitying beart 
and. a helping hand; It i5 but ask, and -receive;! eek, and 
tndz knock, and it (hall be opened; Matth. 7.9/8; ' The 
child preſenteth hzs petition to his father; and at the foot of 
it there is Fiat quickly written; 
Prayer is like, the Spaniards Plateeficet, which returns 
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home worth thoyſands and,millions. A Courtics will ome- 
tes get more by a- Petition tq hig:\Prince ina morning, 
than ſome trades-mea do all theinlives. Axcgenerate perſon 
bing in {avgur at; Courts! gaineth,, morg.by, a motning 
praycr, than' a wicked man,' though he warks: bard, gets 
while he Byeth. I never ſaid to.the feed of Faggh, Seek ye, me it 
7ain, Same asked but the cure pt their bodics, when, God 
healed their badics and: ſouk £093 he hath forced many an 
uncxpeRted favour ypenagupnght fervent prayer, | 
Prayer is not only 4 fone-houle;of mexgics,! but a For. 
royal to defend the foul agawuſt miſcries:3- as ſome write of 
the herb Paxeaces, it 15; good for all diſcalgs. : When Satan cn- 
tred the held againk, Paw, the Apollle held/up this ſhield 
of prayex to defend bim(elt againſt his tiexy darts 3 For,this 
I beſought 3he Lord thrie, 2' Cor. 12. 7+; Paayes hath formed 
and qc more Citzes, conquered and-routed , more Ax- 
miss, than old naens heads, or young mens;hands, than all 
the policy and power.on'carth. | 
Prayes 15 like-the' Ring which Queen Eiz4behb, gave to 
che [Earl of Fſfx, bidding him, if he were !hn any dutireds, 
ſend. that Ring co her, and ſhe would help him { God com- 
mandeth his peaple, it chey be i any perplexity, to fend 
this Ring £9, Hun 4 Coll who me in _the dayiof trouble, I will 
hear thee, atzd thoudhalt glorifie me, Pſal. 50.15, 
0: what priviledge doſi thay enjoy, Reader, [in having 
kterdamns of accels, 40. the;Thyone Grace. The Perfian Kings 
&qk ate gpon them, and coated, that none {auld come 
ungaltd pen pain ofdegyh 3. butche gates otheaven,as the 
fiddle iat Rowe, are alwaysppen3 thou haft libercy) pight 
aad-day obpreſenting; thy petitions an the name of Chriſt to 
the; Ring off che whoſe -garth,/ and;ygedofi; not fear (ſorhy 
fryer be accorting.to $aypture direRtions ) lo much a5 8 
$hidingJor thy paglymprion. The Pocts fay, that Lite, 
Brayers, - axe Fwpiter's rs, and. always about the 
Thrpnec: Mit be cficemed. ach a fayqus:to;hevean; carthly 
Painge's gar,: what 4 favour art thow|;nvelied with, that 
halt tha ear obthei Meſhed ond mp Irons Eliſhe offered 
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his courteons Hoſt -a great kindneſs, when he asked her, 
IWilt thou be ſpoken for to the "King ? 2 King. 4. r3. Some 
purchaſe that liberty, as the chief Captain his Roman free- 
dom, -with a great fum, but thou mailt{ptak 'to the* King 
of Kings thy ſelf, and be weleome, and needeſt not be at 
the charge of having either Saints or Angels thy Mcdiators, 
or any of thoſe heavenly Courtiers, to bring thee into the 
Kings preſence. The'Son of God himſelf will do it for thee 
gratis. In him we have boldnefi, Epheſ. 3. 12. wapſnetar, liberty 
of ſpeech, freedom to'/ſpeak all thy mind, to Tay open thy 
very inwards to God. If thou art in doubts about thy ſpi- 
1itual eſtate, and about thy title to the inheritance 'of the 
Saints in light, thou maift by prayer go to him who is 
marvellous in" connſel, and have his advice for nothing. If 
any diſeaſe appear in thy ſoul, which (thou feareſt) may en- 
danger its hte, -at leaft 'hinder 1ts- peace and health, thou 
maiſt by prayer knock up the true Phyſician at mid-night, 
and prevail with him to haſten to thy help and cure. If thou 
art ſurrounded with many-and. bloudy:enemies, that thou 
knowelt not what- todo, nor where to go, thou mmiailt "by 
prayer ſend poſt to heaven, and thou-needelt not fear but 
Chriſt will meet the meſſenger half way, atid come in timely 
to thy reſcue. If thou art bound with the bond of iniquity, 
and, like Petey, watched narrowly night and day ; * nay, 
though thou' art cu&6tnpaMed- round with the/black guard 
of hell, leſtthou ſhouldeſttmake an eſcape; -yet prayer winh+ 
ont ceaſing would knock off thy chams,' break-open' the'pri- 
ſon doors, and' in: ſpight” of all ''the''Iegivig of devils / vhat 
5 kept thee, (et thee at liberty.” /4f thoutarty like the Plalmiſh 
over-whelmed with ſorrow, this bghing into-God's ears by 
prayer will caſe thy-heast,” Whewrtheghfs of thy foul is 


tull ofchoſe ftrong ſpirits; fe and prig; thas-x threatneth | 
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will) overcome thera all, and guide-thee all the way through 
the wilderneſs of. this world, to the very ' borders. of Ca- 
aan, and nevet leave thee tillthou comeſt £© cnter into the 
place of praiſe... Su&C 111 ut} 5 
- But Reader, the more _xichly this veſſel of prayer is laden, 
the more careful and -skilful muſt the Pilot be that ſteers it, 
leſt it ſuffer ſhipwrack. Queens that have great Heirs in 
their wombs, -muli be tenderly uſed, leit they milcarry. If 
prayer be ſo bauntitul a friend, ( as thou halt heard) thou 
oughtelt to be the moxe'feartul of abukng| it. -, Princes who 
allow favourites theix ecars,' yet expect that they ſhould 
know their diſtance, and ask-in fuch a tnauner as they ap- 
point, and ſuch things. for the matter as will be conlfilicnt 
with their honour to give or cl(c inſtead of a grant, they 
may meet with a repulſe and a ſharp reproot. Haman, 
though he were intimate with the King,. that he had tus 
Hand and Seal at pleaſure, found by wotul expericnce what 
it was to abuſe the Kings favour, by deliring the fatistaQtion 
of_ bis own luſt, in that- which was exceedingly to the 
Kings los. | 
The Incenſe under the Ceremonial Law was a typ2 of 
prayer 3 Let my-proyer come before thee likg incenſe : but it it 
' had 1.0t been made exactly, buth for matter and manner, 
according to God's own preſcription, ( who himlſclt gave 
ſpecial dirgAion about it, Exod. 30. 34, 35, 36+ ) as (weet 
gsthe Spices were, it had been loath{ome and unfayoury to 
him, the. b»wrning of incenſe had ben but as the bleſſing of ar: 
idol, Iſa.66.3, I (hall therefore, for thy. right management of 
@ this duty, which is of ſuch weight and importance to thee, 
ſpeak to theſe three particulars. - 
1. To the Antecedents, or thoſe things which muſt go be- 
tore prayer. | 
2. To the Concomitants, or thoſe things which muſt ac- 
company pow | | 
3- To the Conſequents, or thoſe things which mult follow 
er prayer. 
4. Tothe Antecedents of prayer.. Preparation is neceſſary 
| T 2 before 
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beſore' prayers \Zophat' 'acquainterh Fob: how! his prayers * 
might come 'to be valent., thaw propate'thine heart, arid 


 Rretch ont thivie hand mito bing” Fob 0101.34 Thetheart'is the 


he m thecaine wordd, 'in- the Gtme word : "rmedae&tion is 


forge where thele veſſels for the SanQuary are»formed -and 
faſhioned, ind Mate iii ſeoret';zhe-tongue is tbut the! ſhop 
wherein they are expoſed to publick-view; 'therefore: the 
heart muft do' ity work Well, b&dre- the rongue can com- 
mend its wate : the heart mult indite a good matter, befote 
the torigne will be 45 the pen bf @ ready writer. © | --' | 
God commandeih vs bothito look'to' our hearts and 
mouths when we 'are 4n his houſe 5'Be not raſh with thy 
month to mtter any ' thing befort Gol, - and keoh rhy feet when 
thou art in the bouſe of God, Eedkeſ"'$/ x, The former is a 
bridle for our mouths and expreſſions, the Hatter is a guard 
for our hearts and aff:Qtions,” 47 fo FL 1 
It reference to (the 2fnieredentt, 1. Some: things, which 
will further the duty; tnuft be afed. 4; Sake things; which 
will hinder the duty; muſt be refuſed, 4, 02 
Firft, Thoſe things which will farther the-duty are, 
Meditation, and the ſtirring up of grace. . Meditation will be 
helpfid to the mattet of prayer ; the quickning/and' ſtirring 
up of grace'will be helptul to the manner ofthe daty.. -" 
Firſt, Meditation : Meditation fits the foul for ſupplica- 
tion. . Meditation fills the ſoul with-good liquor, and then 
prayer broaches it, and Rts it aranning, David firſt miv/ed, 
and thet ſpake with hibtongue, -Lod, make me to lewis mine 
end, Pal. 39.'3, 4. Nay; to afſure us rhat 'imeditation' was the 
mother which bred ad brought forth prayer, he" calls che 
child by its parents 'nime, Gror eur #9 thy words, © Lord, ems 4 
fider my meditation, Pſal. 5. 1, Mediation 15 like the charge- 
ing of a Petece; and-prayer the diſcharging "of tt: - Tjazc 
went into tbe field to meditate, Gen. 24.63. The- Viptuagint, 
the Gerdba tranflation, 'and Trameliws' (wn tis marginal nbtes 
on it )) read it to pray, and the Hebrew word Supe! uiſtd 
there, Fgwihieth both to pray and meditate z whereby [we 
may learn, that they are very near a-kin, like twins, they 
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he belt beginning of prayer,” and prayer is the beſt conclu- 
ſon of meditation. When the Chriltian, ike Dariel, hath 
firlt opencd the windows of his ſoul by contemplation, then 
hemay kneel down to prayer. ' | 
* Prayer 15a building which reacheth.up to heaven, me- 
ditation layeth m all the coſtly materials which ate requi- 
lite for this building. He that would make any ri Jdanct 
of his: work , mult take care thet all his ' meterials- be 
brought in beforc-hand ; if they be to fetch when he 
comes to work, he -will make long and tedious Church- 
work indeed. 

Something thou art to meditate on, relating to thy (elf, 
pmething relating to God. 

Thoſe things winch relate to thy (elf, are thy ſinr, warty, 

;mereies.; There are three parts 'of prayer, ( though I 
know tome reckon the firlt rather an adjun& ) Confeſſion, 
Paition, and Thankſgiving : now meditation gives cach of 
heſe the work which they are to do, like a faithful ſteward 
it gives every one their proper and pecutar portion. Medt- 
ation On Our ſins helpeth in confeſſim, meditation on our 
wants helpeth in petition , meditation on our mercies hclpeth 
in thank/grving, A Chriſtian ought to- keep 2 catalogue, at 
eaſt in'the Table-book of his heart of theſe three particulars, 
David did {d: he regiltred his unrightecouſneſs, or the wrong, 
had ' done to God, my fin is ever before me, Pjal. 51. 3. 

e thought 'thuch upon his wants and fiferings, he often 
eicth out, 1am pror arid needy, Plrl. 109. 21. Pial. 25. my 
arow's ever before me, Pſal. $$. 17. And for God's merctes, 
evid not write them m the ſand, but he treaſured rhem up 
m his memory. Thy lwoing kinnlt is before mine ey's, P[2. 
26.3.” And though ſomeof them wereſtale, Canticnt mer* 


Fejes) yet they were not four to David's taſte, he did not. 


throw them away as old Almanacks out of date : Twill 
member the days of old, the years of antiem times, Pſal. 77, Rt 
ther than God -ſhould not be paid his chanks, tor favours to 
tis fore-fathers, David would take- the debts from ther 
Rerc, and fet then upon his own free, "OY GT 
R T 3 Con- 
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Confcſlion of fin muſt be with ſhame and forrow, 
tition for mercy mult be with faith and fervency, thank 
giving muſt be with admiration of God, and dedlig 
in God ; Now it is meditation of our fs, wants and m 
ſeries, which provides fucl for. the fire of theſe graces 
work «upon, by which. they break out into an heave: 
flame. 

Meditate on thy ſins thy,duty 1n prayer is to indi 
arraign, and condemn and execute - thoſe. maletaCtors 
rankefſors of the Royal Law, which can never be de 
till they are apprehended, )f thou wilt kill thoſe Foxes th 
ſpoilthe Vine, thoſe luſts which hinder thy regenerate 
from thriving ; thy care mult be by mgditation to hunt the 
out of their. lurking holcs, and take them.. Thy woun 
which ſtink and are ſo uuſavoury to God, mult by ſerie 
conſideration be ſearched and felt, b:tore they can 
hcaled. When thou art going to prayer, do as Fehx, wht 
he wcnt to ſacrifice to Baa/, icnd out and fetch m all 0 
falſe worſhippers, thoſe cnemies of the truce God, that & 
ny his ſupremacy, and bowed the knee to.the world ort 
flcth, and then by an humble penitcntial conkſhion, 
ſelt-judging, cat them off. Who «vcr bewailed his | 
that did not know their finfulneſs? or who ever 
* aſhamed, that did not {ce his own nakedncls 77 Whent 
Jews came, to know that they were the b«trayers/and mu 
derers of the Lord Jeſus, then they were /pricked tot 
heart : O do that for thy ſ(clt, which God will do for ma 
others, ſet thy tins in order before thine eyes, thine origi 
and thine actual, thine onuſlions and commiſſions, thy ot 
ſonal and relative, thy ſecret and publick, thy fins abot 
natural, civil, or ſpiritual ations, thy fins under me 


and againſt affictions. 


wanting to thy knowledge, cauſe it to be (ent for, ad 
brought, and fir not down to Sacrihce before it come; 
. when thus is .done, put them all into their own a 
lours, accent them with their ſeveral aggravations, cc 


| Say to thy conſcience as Sammdito- 
Feſſe, Are al thy ſons here ? Are all thy ſms here 2. if any-le 
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fider what light, what love, what motions of Gods ſpi- 
rit, what convictions of thy own {ſpirit , they were com- 
6 mitted againti. 
and nll Above all, meditate on the infinite Majeſty, Purity and 
races il Mercy of that God againſt whom thou haſt tinned. Thoſe 
weave three Attributes duly weighed would like Miſes ſtrokes 
fetch water out of a Rock : Ah could(t thou, that haſt heard 
) india of this God by the hearing of the car , but fee him. with 
ors af the ſeeing of the eye, thou would(t quickly abhor thy felt 
5c doo 111 duſt and aſhes. How ugly, how loathſom would fin be, 
xs till couldſt thou behold the Glory, Holinefs and Grace of that 
ate pſ8 God whom thereby thou baſt offended ? Ah how great 
at thee an evil mult that be which is ſo oppolite and offentive- to 
wounlW the greatelt good ? Think alſo on the blood of the deareſt 
Jeſus, which was let out by thy luſts; and ſurely when 
can \ thou beholdeſt thoſe knives before thee which made thoſe 
bloody mortal wounds in his bleſſed body, Anger and Grief 
will both ſtrive within thee for the maſtery. 
. Mcditate on thy wants. He that is ignorant what he ailes 
! or} cannot complain, at lealt ſoas to be relieved. The meſſen- 
ger whoknoweth not. the errand upon which he comes, 
muſt expe to be ſent back as wiſe as he came. Doasthe 
good Huſwite, when ſhe is going to Market where provition 
1en tf 15. to be had, doth, Fixit, ſhe contidercth with hex ſelf what 
| mu} her Family needs, what togd, what cloaths, what her Hus- 
band, what her Children, what her (clf, and accordingly 
diſpoleth_her moncy at, Market 3 ſo when thou, art going 
to God by prayer ,, who..is able to ſupply. all thy nece(- 
litgs, conlider what thou wanteſt, what parduning mercy, 
what purifying mercy, what fin thou. didlt lately toil, and 
iercee} art afraid it will recover again,that thou maycti beg (irength 
welt to purſue the, victory, what luſt lately,got che. better, of 
ay-be} thee, that thou, mayelt intreat pardon ,o it, and power 
ad 4gaifſt it 3, what grace thou arc detective wy ather mn 
ome reference to thy calling, or rclations, or any condition, that 
n oF} thou mayeſt requeſt God to beſtow it on thee; what new 
coofff Proyidence hath befallca thee,or new work is la'd upon Deg , 
1 | ; that 
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that thou rnaiſt beſeech God to give thee ſutable grace 
power. | <q 
This conſideration of thy wants , with the weight 
them, will make thee more urgent and inftant with Godf 
ſupply ; they that feel hunger how hard will they beg { 
bread ? poor priſoners that are ready to famiſh for wh 
of food, how earneſt are they for relief ? Bread, bread for | 


Me 
Lords ſake :' Remember the poor priſoners for the Lords I” KF 88 
Conſideration of thy fonl-necdhties , and of what” infuy cloath 


concerniment the relick of them- 1s to 'thee, wil! mike his b 


feel thy wants, and then thou "wilt be importunate wil with ! 
God for mercy, Amanthat conſidereth not his indigencief hoc, 
is like a full Romack that loaths the honey comh, tain, 


Confider thy Mercics , meditate on the” ſeveral particu ihou : 
paſſages of Gods providence towards thee' trom thy bid 1oath( 
to this moment ;| how many dangers thou halt been deli 
red from,how many journeys thou haft bcen preſerved j 
what ſcafonable ſuccour God hath ſometimes ſent ,thee' 
dangers, what ſutable ſupport he hath afforded” thee int 
fires, what counſel he hath'given thee in doubrs, wi 
cornforts heath vouchfafed thee in forrows'tnd' darknd 
Make paſt mercics, by mheditation,preſent with-thee; Hol 


many years haſt thou lived, and cvery' moment of thy Wl Wha 
haft breathed in mercy ? Do not forget former favours Will more 
ſtowed on thee or thine. The'Civert box wheh the Civetill gn o: 
gone ſtil retains its ſcent 3 the veſſel when dry. 200 (lecp 
hath ſtill a fvour of 1t : So when thy mercics ar$ palt all But « 


fperit, thou ſhouldRliNl bave the ſetnt and favour of th, 
in thy ſpirit. | "_ E 

Meditate upon the number of thy preſent tmedtics; per 
ſonal, domeftical;'hational, terripbral, fpititual'; How mai 
arc the \tmercits which thou *enjoyglt' in Bed,” tt bord, 
home, abroad?” Thy houſe, thiy barns, hy chifdrea”, 
body, thy foul, 'zre lf fulf ofVitHing$3=rhou'haſt may pg 
-tive, many privative tnetcies, * May brll my, God, are 
werful works which thi Buſt dos, and th! rhougld 
ward, they camiot be reckied tp if order unto thi L Ir r rok 
by $2.47 dec 
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declare and, ſpeak, them ,, they are more than-can\ be numbren, 
P”. 40.4. Think of them particularly, meat {wallowed 
down, Whol: doth nar yield ſuch, nouriſhment, as when it. 
is ainto {mall pieces. , It jewels are bund/cd ,up tage» 
ther; their riches and worth are hid , they mitt; be: 
viewcdand conlidered one by one, then their value will 
2ppear. | 

Megitate on the nature of them how freely they are b:- 
towed : When thou waſt Gods enemy he ted thce, and 
cloathcd thee, and maintained ther 3, as when a man turneth 
his back upon the Sun, the Sun even then rctre{heth- him 
with his beams 3 {o when thou didit depart away from God, 
he'even then followed thee with goodnels 3 like the foun- 
tan, he giveth his pleaſant 1treams to thee ' gratis, Foxalas, 
thou att leſs than the leafi of all Gods mercies, worle thanany 
loachſlome Toag, or poiſonous Serpent : Thus will be an ex- 
cellent file to ſet off the mercies of God in their lively, lovely 
colours : that David fo great a King ſhould do fomuch for 
luch a dead Dog as Mephiboſketh, did exceccingly aft.ct 
 vcart, 2 Sam. 7. So do thou think with thy ſelt, What 
im), and what 15 my Fathers houſe, that the Lord thould do 
ſo much for mc. 

Mcditate upon the fulneſs and greatne(s of thy mercies, 
What diſtinguiſhing mercics are thy Body-mercies ? they arc 
more than God oweth thee,and more than he beſtowethup- 
on others. Alas, many want health, liberty, food, rayment, 
lleep, limbs, ſcnſcs,reaſon,and poſlibly thou enjoyelt them all. 
But Oh! of what concerument are thy Soul-mercies, the 
nnage of God, the blood of Chrilt, eternal Lite, the Goſpel of 
thy Salvation, Sabbaths, Sacraments, and ſeaſons of grace : 
God hath not dealt ſo with every people,as with this Nation: 
nor with every perſon , as with thee : Thou art, as the Pal- 
miſt phraſeth it, laden with berehts, haſt ſucha weight, ſuch 
a burthen of benchits upon thy back, that thou cault hardly 
ſix or ſtand under- them. Halt thou not bleſlings of the 
womb, bleſſings of the field, bleflings of the Throne; bleſſings 
of the foot-ſtool , bleſſings in thy going -outz bleſlings 
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in thy coming im, which way canſt thou Jook and nd 
ſce bleſlings ? where. canſt thou tread | and: hot ſtand @ 
bleſſings ? thy whole life is in this reſpeR'a bundle of blef 
ſings; theſe thoughts before prayer may ſtir thee $4 
bleis "the Giver. If thou ſhouldfi bleſs men when they 
curſe thee, much more ſhouldſt thou bleſs God, when 
bleſſeth rhee. bs 
Meditate on the God to whom thou art to pray, Conf 
der his Majeſty and greatneff, Nehemiah calls himi, The grea 
and '4errible God, Nehem. 1. 5, He is fo great, the Heaven 
and Heavens of Heavens cannot contain him, that the Earth, 
Heavens and Ocean, arc in compariſon of him as nothing; 
yea, leſs than nothing, and vanity. Think of his attributs 
and infinite excellencies. God is in Heaven and thou att @ 
Earth, therefore let thy words be few, Eccleſ. 5. 2. & 
God riſeth in our thoughts, (elf falleth. That Sun diſco 
vereth all our duſt. O how are we aſhamed of our drop, 


when we ſtand by this Ocean. This (crious apprehenſion d lay, 
thy diſtance will quicken thee to reverence. Gods great "1 
and mans vileneſs, ate both arguments to makeman hum | ha 
and wary in the Worſhip of C od. Couldſt thou behold Gat then 
in Heaven,in what Maj:ity he there appeareth on hisThrow _ 
of glory, how his heavenly Courtiers veil their faces in by 
preſence, lay their Crowns at his feet, and ſerve him, thoug _ 
joyfully, yet humbly and awfully, with what reverence a _ 
holy fear wouldſt thou goto prayer ? pr 

Meditate on his mercy and grodnefl, what promiſes he hath an 


made to prayer, how bountiful he 1s to his ſuppliants. 
doth more than they can ask or think, he gives liberd py 
without upbraiding. It was faid of Severus the Emperour, thi * 
he was more troubled, that men asked not hing, than that ke 


gave much, - God delighteth both to be ſought and fowl ** 
This is neceflary to ſtrengthen thy faith. He that cometh oj © 
God, muſt believe that be is, and that he is a rewarder of thalf} ©. 
that diligently ſeck, bim , Heb. 11. 6. He that would pmfif, 2. 
and obtain a bleſſing, muſt believe Gods being , that _ 


*, and Gods bounty, that be is a rewarder of them ' 
diligem 
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guage. All the words of God are. gracious It jsfaid of his 
uz2 


diligently ferk, bim. Meditate on his rich bounty, Abrabam 
$ked bat one Son, God gives him ſeed hke the Stars in the 
Heavens for multitude > the Debtor delues but forbearance, 
aud he treely torgives the whole Debt, The ſhekel of the 
Santuaty 15 double to the ordinary ſhekel. 

God delighteth to {ce men joyful in his houſe of prayer, 
I. 56. 7. to (ce their countenances commend his chear : now 
meditation of his Royal bounty, how he giveth like a King z 
like a God, will help thee to this hearty cheerfulneſs. Believe 
before thou; prayelt, that thy hand of prayer ſhall noc knock 
at Heavens gate in yain, that God will not ſend thee away 
(ad, It 1s reported of the Emp:crour Flavizs, that he ſhould 
ſay, 1 am (orry, that any man thould prefent a Petition to 
me as if he were offcring meat to an Elephant, with a trem- 
bltkg. hand. Conſider not only his habitation, which art 
in Heaven, but alſo his relation to thee, Ozr Father ; b<tore 
thou callet he will anſwer, and when thou ſpeakelt he will 
lay, here ah I, 1. SF. 24. Thus when thou hatt by medi- 
tation cut the Sacrifice in pieces, put the wood in order,and 
lad all upon the Altar, thou maylt by prayer put fre to 
them, and offer up a Sacrifice to God. of a ſweet ſmelling 


JUGHTY.. 

nds, As Meditation, ſo the ſtirring up of thy graces is 
needful to further this duty. Meditation will do much to- 
wards it ( as thou haſt heard )I ſhall therefore ſpeak the leſs 
toit. Every perſon that hath grace doth not alwayes pour 
out his prayers rightly. Graces muſt be exerciſed in our du- 
ties Grace may lic as fire under aſhes upon the hearth of 
thy heart, and be {© far from flaming, that it may not fo 


+ much as glow, and how then canſt thou expe any warmth 


from it, thy duty is therefore to fiir up the coals, and endea- 
your that the tire may blaze out, It is the language of Cana- 
an,.communication ſeaſoned with grace, which only is ſayory 
to God. Cato being asked, why he was fo diligent to learn the 
Greek language in his old age, anſ{wered, I bear,the Gods feak 
Greek, and I would willingly fpeak t0 them in their own lany 
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Son, Grace'is poured into thy lips, Pal. 45. 2. Thole therefore 
that would not ſpeak to God: in ' an unknown language, 4 
tongue which he underftandeth not, muſt accent all their ex 
preflions to him with grace. It's the ſmell of che fpice of 
grace in the Tjraelite, not of Garlick and Onions in the Egy- 
tian, which js pleaſant and fragrant to God, Who is this 
that cometh out of the Wildeeneff like Pillars of ſmoke, perfumed 
with Myrrhe and Frankincenſe , with all powders of the Me. 
chant * Cant. 3.6. Some take the words to be the voice of 
the Angels, thoſe ' friends of the Bride-groom, admiring the 
Churches gracious expreſſions, and continual -aſſentions of 
her ſoul, in her prayers to God, others take them to be the 
words of Chriſt, being raviſhed with the odoriferous fmel 
of thoſe graces which his Spouſe acted in her Sacrifice; 
he ſtood amazed at the beauty of her perſon, and 'the 
fweetnel(s of her breath, the graciouſnels of her' petiti 
ons: What lovely Lady , what woman is here ? ( to the 
Hebrew ) What peerlſs Paragon is this , which ſendeth w 
ſuch Spiritual Sacrifices , ſuch ſweet Incenſe, kindled by the fin 
of Gods own Spirit ;, laid npon a meritorious Altar, aſcending and 
fuming up like the rowlings and gua—_—__ of' ſmoke to th 
Lord himſelf, and more welcome and grateful than all the coſtly eva- 
porations of myrrhe and frankincenſe, and all powders of the Mer- 
chants. The Angel which aſcended to Heaven ih the flame 
of the Altar, is ſaid to do wondrowſly, Judg. 13. 19, 20. It wa 
wonderful both to Chriſt and his tricnds, to behold «the ac 
ceptance of his Spouſes gracious performance, how it aſcend- 
ded to Heaven, elationibus-fami, like pillars of (moke, and 
came up for a memorial before God. The delire of nature ip 
prayer, is like ſparks which fly out of the tunnel of the 
chimney, and then vaniſh; but thedeſire of grace in prayer, 
is tke pillars of ſmoke, which mounteth up to the highelt 
Heavens. 
; _ When Facobs ſons went down to Egypt to fetch corn, they 
carried ſome along with them to ſupport them by the way 
when the Chriſtian gocth to Chriſt by prayer for more ſp 
ritual food;he muſt carry ſome along with him to ſtrengthen 
him 
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kim in thegdaty : 2 little water poured into the pomp, will 
fetch up ,haweb : a lictle grace actcd in a duty, may help 
thee to much more. As the ſhip is ſometimes wind-bound, 
that it cannot move towards 1's haven; ſo without the 
exerciſe of grace, the. foul 1s. wmd-bound, there is no ſtir- 
ring towards heaven. A graceleſs man in: prayer ( as was faid 
of Alcibiades ) may talk much, but ſpeaketh little. 

2. Some things which will hinder the duty mult” be 
ickaled. 

Ali fin in general, lin regarded 1n1 the ſoul, makes *-prayers 
diſregarded. of God : 1} Iregard iniquity m my heart, God will 
wot bear my prayer, Pſal. 66.18. He that expecteth pardon, 
mult throw down his weapons of rebellion, The child 
that asketh forgivene(s of his oaths, mutt not delire 1c Q 
father with curſes in his mouth. When dult clogs the wheel 
of the Watch or Clock, they,cannot (rike true 3 when fin 
hampereth and clogs the wheels of the aff-Ctions,.the mouth 
will never ſpcak true or right in 1ts peticzons.. He that rurn- 
th away his ear from hearing the Law, even hi prayer ſhall be 
an abyminatien, Prov. 28, 9. It is high impudency, for him 
that will not hear Sod, to look that God ſhould hear him. 

When the ſin of the petitioner 1s before God's eyes, his 
petitions cannot enter into God's ears; the wide mouth of 
tin out-crieth the voice of his prayers. As the fiſh called the 
Remora, though it be but little, will ſtop a great ſhip in its 
full carcer 3 truly ſo the ſmalleſt ſin, loved and liked; will 
hinder the courſe of prayer, though it be never ſo inſtant and 
vehement. The Lord's car is not heavy that it cannot hear, 
but your iniquitics ſeparate between you and your God, 

» $a. 59. 1, 2. Mcn by falls ſometimes loſe their ſpeeches, men 
by lin loſe their prayers. 

When the Niznivites prayed and turned from their evil 
ways, then God granted their requelts,. Fonab 3. The I 
raelites cried to God but in vain ( he bid them ga to the 
gods whom they had ſerved) till they put away the ffrange 
gods from among them, Thin his ſoul was grieved for the mi- 
ſery of Iſrael, Fug. 10,10, to 17. Reformation is a good 
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uſher to g0 before ſupplication. When the Dake of Saxy 
prepared war againſt the'Biſhop of Magdenbwrgh, the 86 


fight for me. When the Duke heard this, he disbande« hi 


ſhop hearing of it, falls to praying and -reforming, ſaying, 
At ego curabo Eccleſfiam. meam, - & Dens pugnabit pro me : | 
will take care to reforms 'my Church, and God will takg rare 


forces with this ſpeech, I am #00 weak for him that can m- 
gage God on his ſide. | 

Be ſure Reader, to put away iniquity far from thee, when 
thou art drawing near to the throne - of grace, Then ſhah 
thou make thy prayer una God, - and be ſpall hear, Fob- 24, 
23, 27. Praycr's ( a5 it were-) aplaiſterto heal a man that 
1s wounded. Now as aplaiſter to one pierced with an ar+ 
row or bullet will do no good, till the dart or bullet be tz 
ken out of the body, fo-prayer will not be healing amd pre- 
valent till fin (in regard of love and delight) be-raken out 
of the ſoul. 7 

As all fin in. general muſt be laid by, fo worldly thought 
and wrath in particular. Wrath ; | anger, like leven, ſoureth 
the ſacrifice. I will that men lift up. holy hands without wrath, 
1 Tim. 2.8. He that beggeth peace at God's hands; mult 
not do it with war in his own heart. *How cant: thou 
think that God will forgive thee many millions , when 
thou wilt not forgive thy brother one mite. God is pt 
remptory, that he will reſerve for them his wrath, who 
will not remit their wrongs, Matth. 6. 15. Hierom- con» 
feſſed of himſelf, that when he had been angry, he durſt not 
enter into the Church, but totum animo Of corpore contremuiſſ 
he did tremble very much both' in þody and mind : Chriſty 
ans muſt be ſingular, as in their principles, fo in their pre 
ices, It 15 more comfortable to love a friend, but this an 
Heathen may do ; it 3s more honourable tolove an enemy, 
and this every Chriſtian muſt do. 

There are two things in forgiving thoſe that wrong us. 
Firſt, an inward remiſſion of the fault, fo much as it concerns 
:N us, or a removal of wrath and revengeful deſires to- 
wards the perſon wronging usz and this if we do not, - 
9; lo 


$ . 

bet 
aying 
me : | 
r2re "th 
<d his 


im th 


L ——— li 4 
= 


The antecedents of Proyer. 


—— 


loſe guy, prayers. A ſtormy troubled (ea cafteth up mire and 
dit, ſo when there is a tiorm of paſſions in the ſoul, the 
heart foameth up its. own ſhame w- prayer, it bubleth up a 
great deal of hlth. Secondly, In forgiveneſs there is an owt- 
ward profeſſion of this inward remiſſion, and this muſt be done 
when. the party acknowledgeth his fault. © If the offender 
ſay, 1 repent , the offended mulj ſay, I remit. Surcly, did 
men but conſider the infinite wrongs they do, and affronts 
which they offer to the glorious God-every day, and yet 
how they expect to be pardoned, they would, when abu- 
ſed, lay, as Francis the Firlt, King of France, ( to one that 
begged pardon for a friend of his, who had uſed ill ſpeeches 
againſt his Majeſty ) Let binefor whom thou art a ſiitor learn 
to ſpeak, little, and I will learn) to. pardon munch. The Spouſe 
of Chriſt 1s compared to a Dove, which ( ſome ſay ) is 
fine fele) without gall. The very Heathen when they of- 
ered Sacrifice, threw the gall of the beaſt away : and, Rea- 
der, wouldii thou offer to God the gall of malice, revenge, 
wrath and bitterneſs with the ſacrifice of thy prayers ? 
Remembers, where the gall is broke, the fleſh tafteth bit- 
ter, and when the ſtrings jar, the Inftrument will make 
but harſh Mulick, Matth. 5. 24. 

Worldly thoughts muſt alſo be laid by. Ous Saviour, when 
he taught.usto pray, by the Preface to the Petitions telleth 
us. where our affeQtions in prayer ſhould be ; Our Father 
which art in heaven. Our hearts in prayer muſt be in heaven, 
the eyes of our minds muſt look up thither, as well as the 
eyes of our bodies. The Mabometans in India when they 
þegin their devotion ſtop their ears, and fix their eyes, that 


*_ nothing may diſturb their minds, or divert their thoughts. 


When the meat is flie-blown, it quickly corrupts ; when 
our Petitions to God are blown upon by worldly thoughts, 
and mingled with mental diſcourſes with men, they loſe 
their {weetnels. 

Some poor people, whoſe houſes are troubled much 
with Verminc, have ſometimes a great! part of their (mall 
provilion caten up of Rats and Mice ; truly: ſometimesa 
poor 
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| pod: Chriſtian "loſeth: halfa. meal by theſe Vernime if 
worldly thoughts, they: devour! lometimes half His prays 
Reſolve before thou- prayelt to watch- thy heart-natrowiy; 
that theſe may not hinder thee jn prayer. JS. 


CHAP. XII1. 


EE . 


Of the Concomitants of Prayer. 


QEcondly, I come now to the Concomitants of prayes © and 
M- herein Lſhall ſpeak, 

1. To-the matter of our Petitions. 

2, To the pcrlon: that prayerth. 

3. To the Properties of our prayers. 

1, To the matter of our prayers : God's Word and Wil 
muſt be the rule of our prayers, what we mult ask of him, 
| as well - as of our praftice what we muſt do for-him. Subs 
zc&ts mult {ct bounds to their dchrcs; and 'take hecd that 
their petitions do not encroach upon the:Prerogative-Ropp 
al. Divine precepts, ( what God commandeths to- at?) Wl chul 
Divine promiſes, ( what God cngapeth himlclt to do tor us) WM. out 
and Divine propheties, ( what God hath fo: etold ſhall come WM intk 
to pals) are tobe the bounds of our prayers; he wandercthto Wl ter 
his lof, that inhis requeſts goeth beyond thelc limits. 'Ba/aan WH me; 
would needs ask leave of God, that he might be the devils Wl oe: 
Chaplain to curſe Iſrael; but mark the iſſue, he hath an iro- WW 5.5 
nical concefſion to go to his own deltruct:an : the ſharp ra = 
zor indeed of his tongue would not pivrce the 1/raelitey, 
who had armour of pzoot ; but the fivord of:zhe F#raeliu il Yite 
ſoon entred his body, and fcnt his foul to recerve its :wazes WM den 
of that Maſter that ſet him a work. The Ifractiterion' tad- Ch 
den are all in a hurry tor a King; God gave them a Kireg 'inbis Wl ho 
anger tor their puniſhment, rather than for theix prottion, WM onl 
(and how fon were they lick, like children; of thatwhich MW ang 

are 
Bf 


they cried {o loud for. )-the King and peoplegar- leaſt many 
of them; penſhed together.  O how nach. better/as a ta- 


vourablc 
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vourable-denyal; then an angry grant of ſuch prayers, but 
immodeſt defires never have profitable anſwers: © 
And as ſome err in the matter of theirÞpetitians, ſo others 
'=Y in the matter of their thankſgiving, We read of them, that 
when like Thieves they had robbed others, looked up to 
Heaven and blefſcd God for a booty, that they had profper- 
ed in their calling ; Thwsr faith the Lord God, feed the flock 
of the ſlaughter, whoſe poſſeſſors ſlay thee, and they that ſell thim 
ſay; Blſſed be the Lord T ani rich, Zach. 11.5,6. That ſpurious 
Brat the Devil begot upon their curſed hearts, they lay at 
and WW Gods door, as if he were its Father, | 
Take heed Reader, of exceding the limits of prayer”: 
thoſe Beatts which will not be kept within their bounds, 
are ooneſt caught, ant kilYd. 17 2e! had their with to their 
woful coſt,when they cry«<d out, Would God we had dyed in the 
Wil Wildernefl, Numb.”"14- 2, 28, 29. Be not unwiſe, but under- 
him, BY fanding what the Will of the Lord is, Ephed. 5. 17. Indecd the 
Sub» WW Chriſtian may have any thing of God,if he do but in his pray- 
that Wl cr ſecure Gods honour 3 but 'he that exalteth his own will 
Oy." ( not-minding Gods ) like a proud beggar , will be a 
it") Wl chuſer; and "therefore he ſhall be ſent away cither with- 
rus) Wy- out an Alms, orelſe with'the Serpents which he defied, 
ome Wt inttcad of the filly which he denyed. The Chriſtians Char- I 
ho Wl ter is wide enough, hehathno cauſe to defire its cnlarge- 
/can WW mente- Andthis is the confidence that we bave in him, that if 
evils BY me ak any thing” atcording to bis will, be heareth us, Joha 1, 
Io- L and 1 4- 
2 14 WF; 2: The Petitioner muſt be a juſtiffed and regenerate perſon, 
1g, WW onthe prayer will neverbe prevalent, He mult be a favou- 
16 "WF fiteat Court, that preſenteth his ſupplication with confi- 
1205 WF denoeof ſuceels. Others muſt pray and may ſpeed through 
tad WF Chriſt, but where there is no faith, there will be nbch fear 
bis WF about the event. The precept is to all, but the promile is 
100, WI onlyto the bcliever : The righteous cry, and the Lord beareth, 
ach BW and delivereth them ont of all their troubles, The ejes of. the Lord. 
any By are-aporr the righteour, and bis ears are open unto ther, fs 
i BW em3445,937; Strangers may how, and we = 
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little notice what they ay], it is a venture whether we re 
lieve them oft no, but if our children cry, being in-great d 
ſircls, we haſten to their -help. Our relation to God tm 
well ſtrengthen our hope, that our delires ſhall be heard, ' He 
that can cry Abba Father, may be confident of the ſucceſs of 
his ſuit, and that God will deal with him as a Son. 

Faith in Chriſt is eſſential to prayer, as Lſhewed in rdigj. 
ous dutics in general ( and therefore omit it here , ) now an 
unbclicver gocth to Cod without the bleſſed Saviour, and 
therefore may well come away without an anſwer The 
raelites in their prayers were (ti}l to mind the Temple, cither 
to pray in it, or towards it z which Temple was atype d 
Chriſt,the alone Altar upon which our prayers muſt be offe 
red, if ever they be accepted, 2 Chren.7.38. Dan6. 10. King 
will not gratifie or pardon Traytors , whilcfi they \continne 
in their Treaſonable deſigns. A finner even while he is woo- 


wg God for mercy, is warring againtt God ; when his voke [3 
is the voice of Facob, his hands arc the hands of Eſar, and to 
therefore with what face can he expe favour? I will, faith W 


Paul, that men lift up boly hands, 1 Tim. 2:8. meaning in th 
? : 
prayer, Where the hands are unholy and wicked, the heart i If, 


worſe, and God cannot abide a ſtinking breath, - Some writ Pp! 
of Diacletes, that it hath many exccllent vertues in it, buti 01 
it be put into the mouth of a man without life, it lofeth al 4 
Prayer, ( asI ſhewed b<fore)) hath many, rare and incomps I 
rable qualities, but being in the mouth of one that is-deal C 
in fins and treſpaſſes.,it loſeth them all. When a vicious ma , 
propounded in the Roman Senate, a moſt exccllent Law,the y 
rejected the motion, becauſe it was made by a bad mow e 
When the face is comely, the perſon: beautifull througlil * " 
Chriſt , then only the voyce will be; pleafant , Cent ya 
Feekſ, 14. | | ( & 

When Godfrey of Boloign :was demanded. ( in the Hol A 
War by an Embaſſador from the King of the Sgrace, - 
How be became ſo ſtrong to fight, and to do ſuch exploits ? He ut - 
ſwered, Þnia manus (on abui purss, Becauſe I kept, my band | 


alwayes # clean as 1 could from the filth of ſin, A pure handin 
_—E ” praya 
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prayer 1s ever-prevaleat, through Chriſt, co conquer the 
ſtrongeſt Enemies : Bat it 15 a principle m nature, -that God 
beareth not a ſinner, Joh. 9. 31. The prayers of a natural man 
are like Jehoſhaphats ſhips which were made to go to Tarfaiſh 
for gold, but were broken by the way z they come ſhort of 
that merchandiſe which is better than filver, and that gain 
which is more precious thfan choice gold, tor which they pre- 
tended to lanch forth : But the prayers of a regenerate per- 
ſon arelike Solomons Navy, which were ſent forth to Ophir, 
went through with their voyage, and brought from thence 
four hundred and twenty Talents of gold ; Unfcarchable arc 
the riches which the vetlcl of his prayer re:urneth fraught 
with, 1 Kings 22.48. 1 Kings 9. 28. 
3. The prop:rtics of our prayers; they muſt be Humble, 
Hearty, Fervent and Conſtant. 
1. Our prayers muſt be hxmble ; Prayer is one of ournear- 
« approaches to God on this tide Heaven,-in it we ſpeak 
to God mouth to mouth, and therefore mult be poxred out 
with much humility. Rebecca, though ſhe rode along on 
the road, mounted upon a Camel, yet wheu the drew near to 
Iaac,ſhe lighted off her ſtately bealt, putteth on her vail, and 
preſenteth her ſelt to him in an humble poſture. Humility 
ought to be aChriſtians conſtant cloathing( Be ye cloatbed with 
humility ) but it never fits him better, than when by prayer 
he duth ſolemnly draw near to God. We are then moſt 
ciretul to-put on our beſt raiment, when we go to ſpeak with 
great perſons. SubjeRs preſent their. petitions to their So- 
veraigns upon their knees.. ' O come let ns Worſhip and bow 
corn, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker, Plal.95. 6. Princes 
* muſt have filken words given them, as the Mother of Artax- 
erxes told one : Our words to the great God' mult bc 
(ubmiſſive. | | 
*\The ſpecial end. of prayer, is to exalt God, 'and::debaſe 
'man z- he-therefore that is proud in that performance,; doth 
wholly thwart Gods end in its inſtitution,and may be con» 
hdent that God will thwart him in his petitions. Whenwe 
*go toiGod in this duty. for grace and mercy, we.d6 ty | 
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him as thoſe that go to Market to buy.relizt;. but as thak 
that go to a rich mans door to beg analms : And farely of W g0 
all perſons beggars, who live, whelly upon anothers charity, 
have lcaſt reaſon. to be proud. Theproud beggar never gi mu 


any thing at-Gods door. ot 
It is obſervable, how the children of God, though they WM Ep! 
were never {0 rich in-grace, werepoor in ſpirit, and hamhl: cali 


in language and carriage, when they approached the Ltd Cal 

of glory : Every one-ot them, notwithltanding*the great. W any 

nets of their ſpiritual ſtock, ſued in forma parperis : Behold nag 

now I have 1a:gn upon me t1 ſpeak, unto thee Lord, who am bm hea 

Guft and aſhes, faith Abraham, Gen, 18. 27. I amnet worthy of ſp. 

the leaſt of all the mercies which than baſt ſhewed to thy ſeruam, wit 

fiith Facob, Gen. 32. 10. Iam a worm, and no-man, Gith Ds. W abo 

vid. So foolifh was T,and ignorant,even as a Beaſt before thee, (aith mi 

Aſaph. IT am more bruitiſh. than any man, I have nat the under a tr 

ftanding of a man, faith Agnr. O my God, 1 am aſhamed, and Go: 

bluſh to lift up my face to thee, for our iniquities are encreaſed ova WF not 

our heads, and our treſpaſſes is grown up unto. the Heavens, (aith W arc; 

Ezra. I am a man of unclean lips, (aith Iſaiah. They all have are, 

learned the ſame Leſſon, as Scholars in the ſame form; they W So: 

all ſpeak the ſame Language, as children of the ſame Father, W tun 

Ic is reported of Ariſtippxs the Cinnick, that he uſed to W wh: 

fall on the ground beforeDionyſins,when he preſented a peti- WM m0! 

tion tohim. O what poſture is low enough when we go to MW dil 

the infinite and incomprehenſible God in prayer. He /hum- W cat 

bleth himſelf to opzn his eyes upon us, well may- we be 4 

/ oy when we open our mouths and hearts to him, cap 

ob 14+ 3. Ve 

Reader, if thou wouldit have thy prayers heard, let chem «<rac 

be-humble.. God loves to walk in thelaw valleys : Lord that W 0u5 

baſt beard the defires of the humble, thou wilt prepare #heir hean, WW "Þ* 

and wilt bow thine ear, Pal, 10. 17. Though God behold WY wit 

the proudafar off, and diſdains ſo much as to open his eye, for 

or. give them a look, yet he will be (ure to draw near ©. 7 
- to- the Humble, and vouchſate to open his caxs , and 

Ohis very heart to them, F/al. 138. 6. 1@. 66, 92. He that 

35" can 
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can have his face ſhine, and take no notice, is afit perſon to 
go upintO the Mount and converle with. God, 
rity, 2. Thy prayers. muſt bs hearty : thy tongue. aud heart 
r g(t mult kecp time and tune. Gre ear to my prayer, that goeth not 
at of feigned lips, Pſal. 17. 1. It in prayer: thou ast as 
they Wl Ephraim, afily dvve withant an heart, and givelt God only the 
mhlc calves of thy lips, they will be as unacceptable as Ferobcam's 
Lid Calves at Dan and Bethel, which provoked the Lord to 
reat- anger. The Fews have this ſentence written in their Sy- 
hold nagogues, where they meet to pray, A prayer without the 
: but heart, 4s likg @ body without a ſou). What a deformed loathſome 
thy WW p:&azcle is a body withour a foul ? truly {os thy prayer 
vant, without thy heart. God reſpeReth- the heart in prayer 
1 Da above any thing , men mind the-exprefſions moſt, but God 
ſaith mind<th the affections molt. Let xs draw nigh to God with 
yer. 4 tre heart; let us lift up our hearts with our hands who 
, and WY God in the heavens, Heb, 10. 22. Lam. 3.41. Godlooketh 
{ aver WF not ſo much to the elegancy of thy prayers, how neat they 
Gath are, nor to the Geometry of thy prayers, how long} they 
have W arc, but to the ſincerity of thy prayers, how hearty they are. 
they WM Socrates made more accouut of poor Aſchines, tor giving 
ther, himſelf cohim, than of Alibizdes, and other rich Scholars; 
d to who gave him large preſents. God eſteemeth infinitely 
peti- WY more of an heart-ſprung ( though broken ) _ than of 
0 to MW diſſembling petitions, cloathed with, and dreſt up 'in' the 
un» WM ncatelt and moſt gaudy expreſſions, 
e be The heart is the metall of the bell, the congue-/is: bue-the 
him, W capper : when the metall gf the bell is right and goody: ( as 
ver ) ſuch will the ſound bez if the mctall of the bell be 
hem MW «rack'd, or lead;-the ſound will ſoon diſcover it to a judict- 
thas WW ous car. God can fee the diſcaſes and ſpots of the heart 
vey, We upon the tongue. O it is dangerous to do, as ome Princes 
hokd BY with their ne:ghbqurs, who {ct on foot a Treaty'ob Poace 
yes, MW for their own cnds,. but reſolve before-hand thatvig (hall 
never be brought toany pezigd, A5 Facob faid to his Mother, 


+ Wſeinfiead of a bleſſing : fo (ay Ito thee, if thou difſembleſ 
| X 3 


10 


Senate. liv. Is 
benef. cap. 8. 


If I diſſemble, my father wll find me aut, and I ſhall meet with @ - 
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m prayer, "thy Gad will find thee out, and chou wilt mel 12 P! 
with a curſe, a blow inſtead ofa blefſing- Theres no goity been 


to:God;; as-Feroboatn's wite thought to go to the Prophe, Ml 2 he 

in.a diſguiſe, | ; 
Notandum il- - Under: the Law, the inward parts were only 'to be Gar. 
tud eſt quod fered'to God in facrifice, the skin belonged to the Priefts: donis 
que offeruntur hence Origen wnterreth, That truth in the inward parts cules 
_ —_— that which is moſt pleaſing in a ſacrifice. Indecd others con: Wl 7 
quod exterius PAs God about with lies,and therefore highly provoke hit his £ 
eſt, Domino They- did flatter him with their month, and they Tied unto bin WW 
non offertur, ut wp;th their tongue, for their heart was not right with him, Pf. offe1 


Pettis. Hom. 5. 78. 36, 37. Hoſ, 11.12: It is ſinful for thee to tell a li: the | 
thy tcllow-crcature; but how abominable is itto tell a hte ven! 
to the Almighty Creator ?- Thy-prayer without hy heart mer 

= will be Sacrilcdge, not a Sacrifice. T Bu 
When: the heart is Rettoy Chori, Chief leader of the Quin, WW PY* 
then -the voice is;-pteaſant indeed in God's car, The Lords WM 
nightto all that.call-upon him, to all that call upon bimr im truth Gan 
Pſal. 145. 18. Whenthe wite giveth the husband' her hear, OC 
and detileth not-the Marriage-bed, he 'will ( if wife ) ber thy 
with many infirmitics m her. When the heart inprayerk = 


devoted-to God, he is pleaſed out of his grace and goodiith 
to pardon and paſs by many imperfeQions in the daty ; bit (C 
it that bed be proſtituted to any other, he gives a diyord on 
totheſacrifice; and putteth it away, for he 1s a jealous God 
acob's (mall preſent could not but be acceptable-to Foſeph 
cauſe it wasSthebeſt of the land. The heart of min isbut little, 
yet it3s the beſt of man, and therefore taken kindly by God, 
The main” enquiry at prayer is concerning the heart : 8 
Fonadab was asked by Febu, fo is the Chriſtian by God, 
Is thy beart right as mine is * Then come uþ into -my charidt. 
Then comecto the throne of grace and welevne, -- 
> Thvedly; Thy prayers muſt be fervent; Prayer'is a tity 
which iceanfifteth not in words- or expteſſions, but in' the 
working of the affeQion ; therefort it'is' called a crying to 
God; Out of the depth IT have cried to thee, Pſal. 130. A renting 
the brart,. Joel 2. 13. As if the heart were by prayer tor 
be in 
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in pieces,:and a pouring out theſoul, as if- the!body had 
been ft without. life, the ſoul being.departed and: aſcended 
to heaven in holy petitions. The true. beggat ever carnchh 
for ſpiritual alms, he will not let God'g& without. a blefling, 
- Ger. 32. Paulus Amilins being 'to tight. with the Mace- 
dinians, would never give over facrificing to his god Her- 
cules, till he had ſome fign of victary. The: Chriſtian is 
more urgent with the true God, than the Heathen is with 
his god of clouts. When Danel- prayed, ' with what force 
were his words uttercd-? with what fire was: his Gcrifice 
offered? O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive, O-Lyrd, defer not for 
the Lord's ſake. That wine is beſt which is tulleſt.of theſe hea- 
venly {pirits 3 . Winter-truits are four! and anplealant to 
nten, and (o are cold petitions to God, Nan, g..23. Reader, 
when thou art praying for pardon,. how ſhould(t thou -eyen 
pour out thy ſoul ! 'Alas;- when thou conlideret}, # God da 
not pardon, I periſh cternally ;, - if hn . be imputed, 1am 
damned. How ſhould thy heart cry out, Have mercy upon me, 
0 God, according ta thy loving kindn:fi, after the multitude of 
thy tender mercies blot gut mine YiqntsHess ( Again, ) Waſp me 
from mine iniquities, ang cleanſe ne fram myſin, (Andi again, ) 
Hide thy face from -my ſing, (and blat (out, all mine  inquities, 
( Once more, ) Deliver me fro blaud-guiltineſi, O God, thaw 
God of my falvation, Fſal. 51. x,2,11,14 When thou art 
begging grace and purity,, with what earneſtneſs ſhouldi 
thou pray.? believing how deſtrugtive- fin i5 i thy preczous 
foul, and how offenuve:to che Jealous, JuR and Almighty 
God, and in-what abſolute-neceſity thou (taydelk un of zholi- 
neſs, without which thou canſt never ſee God. As when the, 


s Clock ſtrikes, the wheels within, rave natably, we: may hear 


them run round 340; when, 'thy $ogus:. thi Bleading) with 
God for: yemillion of ſins, apgþrqpentanse.c0 (Gody tos, 
the Son of God, the Spirit of;God, and, glaltyn 
Glvation, how ſhould thing heargmove 21 what ſhould; 
there be among thine affeuiqns, to. enforce. chole. weighty 
petitions ? This fervency 15 acceflary to preparg thy loulign. 
the mercy thou delireſt. What, mgn g$t lazily, EY, | 

viſhly 3 
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laviſhly but? that- food which a "devout woman longey 
for, {he prizeth much, and earcth with molt'delight. Whey 
one 'whilpered Demoſthenes in «he car that he wasbeaten, ang 
defired-hini' ro plead his cauſe, the Orator. would not be. 
levethim, till ac laſt the man cried out; Now, faith he, If 
your cauſe, 

It.is the intention of the-Spirit, which giveth _— to 

our- petitions z-- it - 15--not - the length of -the arm, but the 
ſtrength of it, 'Which draweth che bow, ſo as to make-the 
arrow fl:etaſtand far, Fervency to prayer ,is as wings tothe 
Bird, by which-it mounteth. up toheaven, The effe ualifte 
vent prayer of the righteous prevaileth much , 7 am:$.16. When 
prayers-arg'drivel'd like -rheume out of\a man's mouth 
theyHall dowh at his feet, - The mother will let the child 
alone,'if it only whimper--and whine a lictle 3n the cradkz 
buriwhen it crieth out-right, then/the hafieth to take ir up; 
This poor -Imdin ctied ('was not dull and droulte, there is his 
fervency- ). and the Lord beard him; and delivered him out of al 
his trowbles, Pſal. 34. 9. heres his -prevalency: There is ng 
getting to- the. Indian Mints" by" the*cold Northern Seay 
though becauſe it is a ſhorrey cnty{omie have attempted tha 

way,but they'loſt their labour.” Ocher daties are a ſerving God, 

prayer # 4 ſeeking God : "now they that ſeek: him eavly ſhallfnd 

bim, Prov.$. 19. Allow voice doth-not cauſe a loud ccchg 

neither doth a lazie - prayer procure a liberal anſwey 

bleepy- requeſts cauſe but- dreams, meer fanvied- returns 

When-there is & cyſhion- of caſe under the knees, and a-pib 

low' of idlene(s under the' elbows, there is little —_ to 

be done.” - 

When Daniel had been fervent alt day at prayer, an Anz 
gel is (ene to him atinight with an an{iver. pars 
prevaileth* an urijtelt Þidge, much rnore with: righ- 
reousdhd PracidisGod!- PhoughSod berAlmighry, york 
fervent Prayer { through his grave -)* hath hdd/this handby 
Let mie lone, Exod. 32... Whotboldeth thee; Lord F ſaith Huſtin, 


$4 ery was the cotd; which, 1 my FR with re- 


6, fafined Gotl's hands? 44V M2gsi. 
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Frayer 1s a (word, to wound, bath hin and Satan, but 
f-rvency. 15 the edge of it, doing the execution, Zepb.418. 
2 Cor. 12. For this 1, beſught -2he Lord tbrice.+, When a m3") 
tcikes his enemies with his tull- (ireagth, then 'the wounds 
are made. | TH \ 64 

The lack of this fervency 1s the loſs of many prayers, The 
lizie perition tircs, betore it comes halt way to heaven : 
indeed it is eaten up { as the cold hony of Walps and Flies ) 
of wandring, thoughts ; when fervent . prayers,, like hony 
boiling ovesthc fire, 1s free trom fuch 11! gueſts. Av idle 
prayer, like a lazie beggar, wandereth- and gaddeth up and 
down, and as 4 rouling fone gathereth no moſs. The wark- 
ing of the affections un prayer, ke David's harp, allayeth 
thoſe devils which would diſturb the Chriſtian 1n this du- 
ty. When a man is intcut upon the God 't9 whom he 
prayeth, and eager after the mercics for , which he prayeth, 
though the world whiſper him in, che. caxy,; he/; canner: 
hear » though Satan jog him by the elbow, he will not 
heed-hun. 

But here a caution will be ſcaſonaþle : The fire of thy 
fervency muſt be from heaven, not ſuch ſtrauge tire as: 
Nadab and Abibn offered to the Lord ; 1 mean, 4t,muttnot 
be the voice of nature, an earneſt cry for the enjoyment of 
creatures 3 but the voice of the Spirit, an importunate delire 
for conformity to, and communion with the Logd Jefus 
Chriſt. , We read of thole that howled pon their beds for corn, 
and wine, and ol, Hoſi 7. 19. - Many, ke children, roar, + 
are much out of quiet, diſturb- Gthers with the ; noiſe) they 
make, but it'is tor clours for! a baby. ' Who mill fhew ns any 


gd ? The voice of a Saint muſt be, as of a wile fon at full 


age, for the inheritance 3 Lord, lifi thou up the light of thy 
countenance upon me. F,D:i1 (190 {45 il 
The Petitzaner herein- mult be very cargfulz he:that;xides- 
apaee; had need- to be (ure that he 45s in.che right Way ,,or 


«& the frter/ lus horſe is, ' the more he/wandreth co his Iefs.., 


The greater the fire is, the more watchful we maſt be; thaty 
it be- kept, "within the chimney 3 che mage carnct_'Oour 
Y affections 


-— _ - 


affections are, the more we' muſt mind what our p*tition 
be: the promifes of God muſt be the fowndation of oor 
prayers. What he promiſeth to give, I may pray to receive; 
Remember the word umto' thy ſervant, npm which thu ha 
cauſed me to bope, Pſal. 119. 49. But it's dangerous for the 
building to jet at ( upon the King's high-way ) beyond the 
foundation, this may cauſe the houſe to fall, or be take 
down. Becauſe godlinefi hath the promiſe of this ife, 1 an 
bound to pray, Give me this day myy Aaily bread. Temponl 
good things - muſt be part of the matter of my prayer 3 but 
becauſe God ' promiſeth theſe things conditionally, ( ſofa 
only as he ſeeth fit for his honour, and my comfort ) there. 
. fore I mulſtpray for them conditionally. The apiſh child 
that crieth and ſqueeketh for the knife, to be #ts own carver, 
and will not be fatisfied with its parents feeding it, defery. th 
eth the rod; our prayers both for the matter and the man- h 
ner, maſt rin parallel with God's promiſes. - Prayer 1s a put- JE 
ting God's promiſes into feut 3 but he that ſueth a Bond, ac 
muſt mind the condition in it, or the Verdi& will bets 
his-coft and: darhmage. That which boils gently over a ſmall du 
fire, "may be of uſe to us; which if it ſhould boil haſtily, and ea 
rim over,it'tmay raife aſhes enough to ſpoil it (elf. The way to Pſ 
loſe our tequelis for remporals, is to be as hot and haſty for nig 
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them as if they were our All, even our Eternals. mt 
5 That incomparable pattern of prayers, the Lord's pray, ho 
( which islike a Standard meaſure im a Corporation Town, of 
far preſent uſe; and an example for others ) hath tive peti- 
tions for Spirituals, and but one for Temporals. "I 


God hath promiſed ſpiritual things abſdlutely, therefore Pr: 
thou maiſt deſire them. abſolutely : For pardon, and ll , * 
image of God, and the bloud of Chriſt, and fulneſsof joy W t7ra 
in the other world, thou maiſt be as earneſt ( fo humble and | 
reverent) es thou wilt. And O! whats mercy is it that Gdd, tra 
tho like 'a wiſe father, he deny us leave tocry for th TP 

- _ would _ a thoms- which would W is; 
prick our ers; yet he giveth us liberty to, nay, com pr; 
mandeth us to beliege and form Heaven, to follow him - the 
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and down, to cry;day and night, to give himno reſt, to be 
;nſtant, urgent, and fervent with. him, that our perſons may 
be juſtified, our natures ſanCificd, ang our fouls and boy 
dies gloriticd etexpally. | 
Fourthly, Thy prayers mult be conflant :- thy-duty is, to 
give thy ſelf to prayer, 2s a ſervant devoted to, and at the com- 
maid of his noble Maſter. This tire, like that oh the Altar, 
maſt never go out day nor night; Night and day praying 
excagdingly, 1 Thefſ. 3. 10. Panl,ipeaks, as if his practice had 
becn nothing but prayer z,, he ,did that ſo much, that he 
ſcemed to do nothing elſe. - Prayeris a Saints breath, which 
he conſtantly draweth, Epheſ. 6. 18. Praying always, with all 
prayer and ſupplication in the Spirit, and watching- therexnto 
with all perſeverance, gnd ſupplication-for, oll Saints. \ ThoK 
that work in Iron Mills,. keep a congjnual firg's though 
chey Juff-r it ſometimes to lack or abatey yet neyer to.go 
out. A Chriltian's prayer may have an intermiſhon, but never 
accſſation. | | 
Our bleſſed Saviour, belides his ſet times for "ordinary, 
did pray whole nights: David was a ' good huvband, | up 
CA atitz Mine eyes eut the dawning . of the wWormung,y 
Til 119.147. At night hewas late atthis duty, | At:mid- 
night will I riſe to give thanks $0 thee, Pal. 1x9. 62," This 
ſurely was his meaning, when he faid,; He ſhould dwell in the 
houſe of che Loxd for ever, he would be ever in tbe bore 
of prayer. | | T3410 
ot writes of his Aunt Tracilla, that her! elbow. were 
hard as an horn, by often leaning upau a Pesk when: the 
rayed. Us 
Feachim, the father of the Virgin Mpry, uſed tofay, That 
prayer was his meat and drink, | _ T9110 
"There 18 no duty enjoyned a Chriftian for his conſtant 
trade {0 much as prayer ;' Pray always, fray continialy; pray 
rithout ceaſing, pray mith perſeverance, pray evermore. _ Rut why 
isall this ? would God haye his people do nathingal(c but 
pray ? muſt they calt, by their callings, caſt-off gl] care16t 
theix children , agd: ſhut Fhemſelers vp juthi forme Cel 
| 2 or 
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or Cloiſter, and-there be always'upon their knees at prayer, 
2s the Exchites fancied; No, I ſhall-rherefore give a brief dec 
{riptrion'o this praying withortt ceafing. * 0 

1. Thy ſoul muſt be ever in a projing frame: The ' {ouldiet 
hath his weapons 'ready; though not-always in fight- with his 
enemy. Thy heart muft be ever in tune, and ready upon 
the lealt touch to make heavenly muſick. The Church's 
hps"are -compartd*to anÞury-comb, Cant. 4. 11. The bony 
comb doth-ngt always drop; butt it 1s always ready .to bp. 
The believersfpirit is Tike frre uporithehearth, though it Þ 
not blaze, '"yet it's ready'chpbn'Sny opportuttity to beblown 
up into a flame. | 

2. No conſiderable buſineſi muſt be undertaken without prayer, 
Thou art Gods ſervant; and thy diity is to ask his feave in 
all; thou Yoſti - Ephyſ. 4: 6: In all things tet your requeſts he mate 
kxown #0 God, - | When thou riſcft up'or lift down,” when 
thou goeſt-out or comeſt #1, prayer muſt ftill' be with thee. 
Prayer is the way to prevent cvil. The world's poiſon may 
be: expell'd with this antidote. Foh. 17. 11. He that coy- 
verſcth- with God | by prayer, 'dwelleth in heaven, and, to 
(uch a vne the carth 1s but a ſinall point. Prayer is botlt a 
charm - to vichant, and-#{courge to torment Satan. It en- 
gageth Chriſt in! the combat with the devil, and fo affureth 
the ſoul. of conqueſt, Whenthe Saint is fighting, and like 
to be foil'd; either by the world, the fleſh, or the wicked 
one, prayer is the Letter which he ſendeth poſt to heaven 
for treſh ſupplies of the fptrit; whereby he becomerh more than a 
conquerorii Prayer the way to' procure good, he that will 
not ſpeak, muſt not expect to ſpeed. It ſanRifieth ouy 
food, raiment, 'fleep, callings, and all our enjoyments to us. 
The Chriſtian, like the Chymiſt, extraReth all govd things 
out of this 6ilebody of prayer. | 

3\ He'that'praycth conſtantly, hath ftt vime? every day fot 


prayey. + Phe - Morning and Evening Sacrifice 'were called 


the Coltinual ſoerife Numb. 28, 4. The Chriſtian hath his 
Er meak 'forhis foul every day; as well as for his body. 
With the” Mary-gold he- opens hitnſetf in- the morning, 


for 
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for the ſweet dews of Heavens grace and bleſſing, and he 
doth at night (though his occalions hinder him in the day) 
like a Lover tind ſome opportunity to converſe with his be- 
loved. 

He is molt free. and freſh in the morning, the 9p of the 
milk, it the cyeam, and he doth not thiuk his belt tyo good 
for God. His evening fare is ſometime extraordinary, like 
the Jewiſh feafts which were at Supper. The ſpiced cup 1s 
beſt at the bottom. - Prayer 18 the key of the morning, to 
open the door of mercy, and prayer 1s the bolt at'night to 
ſhat him up in ſafety. The Jews prayed in the Temple the 
third, ſixth, and ninth hour of the day; our priviledges un- 
der the Goſpel are enlarged, and I know no reaſon why our 
prayers ſhould be leſſened, 

He that prayeth continually, doth upon all occaſions in 
the day time, whatever hebe about, put up his ſupplication 
to:God. He hath his <jaculations, his holy Apoſtrophes, 
whercin he doth turn his {pecch ( at leaſt internal and inar- 
ticulate) from man to God. Thus liberty is a great privi- 
ledge, and this pratice turns to wondertul profit. When 
Facob was blcfling his Sons, he takes breath with, I have wait- 
ed for thy Salvation O Lord, Gen. 4.9. 14. Nebemiab when at 
the Kings Elbow, would not open his mouth to the King, 
till he had opened his heart to God, Neb. 2 6. 

When Noah was curſing Char, he had a ſhort cjaculati- 
on: for a bleſſing on Fpyet, God ſhall perſwade ar na to dwell 
in the tents of Shem : which prayer hath been anſwered, and 
will be to the end of the World ; We Gentiles fare the bet- 
tg for that prayer : Chriſt upon the Croſs darted up. a 
*hort ejaculatory prayer for his Murderers, Father forgive 
them, for they know not what they 43 , and as an anſwer 
to it , we find ſome thouſands of them preſently con- 
verted. 

Truly Reader, I would commend theſe cjaculations, as 
an excellent receipt for all companies, and in all conditt- 
ons, If thou art a ſtranger to it , thou doſt not know 


the yertue of it. It is as ſome write of the herb Panaces, an 
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univerſal remedy for all diſeaſes , a ſpecial, tho chea 
preſervative both againſt the evil of fin m—_— _ 
This is the beſt way to avoid dangers , to ovyt 
difficulties, and to proſper us in our lawfull & 
Gen. 24. 12, ; 

When thou receivedſt a ſudden mercy, heareſt une 
Qed good news, thou mayeRt preſently rear an Altar, 
offer up a Sacrihce of praiſe to God, It thouart protedyl 
through grace from any tranſgrellion , in which thou wall *P% 
falling, or afliQtions of which thou walt afraid, thou 
ſaddeoly diſpatch a Meſſenger to Heaven with thanks, why 
will be more welcome there , than thou art aware of, & 
did agood Servant, Gen. 24. 26. and a godly Souldier ay 
Governour, Fudg. 7. 15. 1 wil bleſs the Lord at all tins 
ith David, his praiſe ſhall be continually. in-my mou Ml © 
When thou art in a ſudden plunge, thou mayeſt dart up tho 
thought to God for counſel or protc&tion : theſe ſhut 
breathings would prepare thee for a lo; :g race. 

There are indeed ſome ſcafons f+ prayer, which muſt 7 
no means be flighted ; whea th. Spirit of God ſtirreth's r 
thee, and cometh for thee, then take bafte to God. Cow 
tiers watch for convenient {.atonsto preſent their petition y A; 
to their Kings, and will be ſurc to lay hold of ſuch ſeaſon p 
If the King himſelf offcr any diſcourſe relating to their 
queſts, then they will cloſe and ſtrike ia : When the Spizitd 
God in a morning or evcning, Or in the day tune, commanþ 
eth thee to go aud cry to God for pardon aud lite ( I ſpai 
of regular motions, for nq, other come trom the Spirit) 
then 15 a fit time to preſent thy requeſts, he (eudeth 
thee for that end : Take heed of delaying or denying 
Thas ſaidjt ſeek, ye my face, my heart ſaid, thy face Lord will 
ſeek, Swtors have their, molliſima tempora fandi, their ffecd 
times of wooing, Heſter waited once and again tor a hit $iax 
£0 beg her lite, and che lives of her p;ople, of the King , and 
when Abaſſnerss put her upon it, gave her an opportunity 
be then did it, and prevailed. 1 

Whatſocycr aGtions thou entreft upon , whethes of 
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Natural, or Religious, let prayer be to thee, as the Baptiſt 
to Chriſt, the meſſenger to prepare the way before ther. Bona« 
ventare, that Seraphical Doctor, being asked by Aquinas, 
Hw he got ſuch Divine knowledge ? pointing to a Crucifix in 
his ſtudy, faid, Ile eft [iber mens, by praying to that Crucifix : 
A Chriſtian by praying to God, in the name of a crucified 
Chriſt may get ſaving knowledge. Be confident of this, thole 
mercies will be moſt ſavoury, which come flying to thee 
upon the wings of prayer. Thoſe favours iy Peron 
which ſtcal in at a window, and come not m at the door of 

yer. How ſweet was that water to Sampſon, which fiream- 
ed to him in the channel of prayer, Fuag. 15. 19. he called 
the name of it En-hakkyre, the well of bim that prayed. Facob 
aw God ſmiling in. Efax's ſmooth countenance, becauſe pray- 
er was the Sun which ſcattered and cleared that sky. When 
thou canſt Gay of the mercy which God giveth thee, as Han- 
neh of Samuel, For this child I prayed ( faith the) be is the 
travel of my ſoul, as well as of my body ;, be is the fruit of my beart, 
as well as of my womb; when thou muſt ſay, For this bleſſing 
I prayed, many a time did I weep and make ſupplication, and bo 
I bave prevailed. Such a mercy will be a double mer- 
cy, a Sammel indeed Arked of God, and Dedicated to 
God 


As Jeſus Chriſt was more welcome to Mary his Mother, 
when ſhe and his Father had ſought him forrowing z {o thoſe 
bleſſings, eſpecially ſpiritual, will be received with moſt joy, 
which were ſought with moſt ſorrow : What thou winneft 
with prayer, thou wilt rear with praiſe. 

But it may be Reader, thou art one that art fo far from 

, nſiant praying, that the garment of the Atheiſt will ht thy 
back very well : They call not xpon God, Plalm 14. 4. if fo; 
bethink thy ſelf, for thou liveſ-like a Beaſt, as Nebmehad- 
nezzar did, though thou haft the ſhape of a man : They are 
become brutiſh, and have not fowght the Lord, Jer. 10. 21. Brates 
are like Mztes: Oitis a dreadful condition, to be 4 
with a Dumb Devil. ' When men once grow ſpeechlels, 
K is a gn death is hard by. I that bloody Butcher 

can. 
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' can but muzzle thy mouth, and with cords hinder & 


crying, expc& the firoke of the ax; Or poſlibly that ig mw 
very which Eliphaz. made for f-b, though” it was mug ns 
below him, yet will become thee, Thow reſtraineft prayer beſt 
God, Job 15.4- The pulſe of thy ſoul tauſtersz thou layeth 4 
thy prayers, as ſome do their belt cloaths, till they gon ;;me. 
Church again, or for ſome Holy-day. O'this 4s a fad thi jon 
that prayer , which ſhould be thy clement , 1s thy tax z 
ment. Friends that Jove one another , long to conver riſe 
together, and take all opportunities of fending to, wii ;:2-7 
hearing from cach other : Hadtt thou any. love to the liek Wl 1þ, 
ſed God, it would be fo with thee, But as painfulnek WW ar. 
in ſpeaking, often argueth unſound inwards, {© thy incop- his 


ſtancy in praying, giveth thee cauſe of (uſpeting thy (pit 
tual unſoundnels and imnlincerity. 
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Hirdly, I ſhall ſpeak to the conſequents, or thoſe du 


tics which mult follow after prayer 3 and they are priu- _ 
cipally two, Watching and Working. die 
1. Watching for an anſwer : Ptous prayers are precious thy 
commodities; and who, unlc(s a mad man or a. fool , wil ww 
throw away what 1s of value and worth 2 When thou hf an 
ſhot thine arrow, obſerve where it lights, and how near Ml , |: 
flew to the mark. Wiſe men when they have delivered their 
petitions to their Prince, watch and. wait ſometimes a yet by 
together, all the while longing and looking for an:auſwer; be 


Thy requelts to God are of infimite concerument,thy Heaven, " 
thy" eternal happineſs is involved in them 5 with what holy A 
impatience then ſhould(t thou deſire an anſwer? In the morning fo 
1 will dire my prayer unto thee, and will look up, Plal. 5-3 il © 
The 
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The words diſcover Davids poſture in prayer, and his pra- * 
fict after prayer © His poſtarre m prayer, [ will direft my prayer Dj/ponam tibi 
wito thee. The word is an allufion to an Archer, 'or to a Ge« Calvin« 
neral, as fome obferveon It, 
1. Tozmn Archer, and thenthe meaning is, 1 will be up be- 
times, and take as govd aim as I cag prſſivly at the mark, and fo 
draw my bow, and dire} my arrow that I may hit it, 
2. To a General, and thea it importeth, thus much, 1 will 
riſe early, and ſet my requeſts to God , as Souldiers- in Battalia, 
in-rank, and file, in good array : I will ſo marſhal them , that 
they be not routed by being out of order : I will ſee that they 
ftard intheir _ and keep their ground : and what then ? 
ncon- his prattice after prayer, And will look up { I will obſerve 
(pit what became of the acrow I ſhot. Or the word being: an 
alluſion to a Watchman, as the former word to a Commander 
in chief of an Army, (peaketh this, When 1 have marfualed 
— my pray-rs in good array, an4 ſent them forth to fight againſt 
my ſpiritual Enemies, and to wreſtle with God bimfelf for bis 
grace and le,” IT will get up to my Watch-Towver, to fee what p 
execution” thcy do upon my adverſaries, what power they bave with | 
God, whether they get ar loſe ground , whether they prevail 
' and win the day. It was the cuſtom in thoſe days, when 
forces were {cnt forth to tight, for the General to command 
- du- one to watch.in fome high /place, it he cquld fpy any come- 
Pr ing from the Armies with news. So when Davids Soul- 
diers were engagcd with Abſo/oms, the watchman went up to 


ty the roof over the gate, and ſpied Abimaaz, and Cafſhi coming, 
will with tidings. Thus holy David ood ( as .it were ) ſentinel 
buf and watched as a fpic, longing every moment to hear and 
ar uy «ft: the event, illue and ſucceſs of his prayers. | 

their Men that work for: a dead barſe, as we ſay, when their 
you buſineſs is done, look nofurthcr, becauſe they had their pay 
ver; before-Hand 3; but thoſe whole reward is bchind, labour in 


va, expcation of it, and after they have wrought, lookfor it : : 
holy And unbehevers hopes are in this preſent world, and there- | 
""$ 8 forc if hc procure but ſome. carthly profit, it is v0. wonder 
3-3 WW if helook no more after his prayers, he had his pay yon 

- +. F and : 


- 
ye «4 = 
Y = —— 


hand : But a believer whole reward { not of debr, bur > 
grace ) 1s everbehind and to come, while he is upon carthy 
when he hath prayed in obedience to Gods precept, canng 
but expe the performance of Gods promiſe. "t 
He that v<cntureth nothing in a ſhip, fave a ſmall pared 
of pins, or a few quire of paper, or ſomething which 1s lit 
tle better than nothing, takes little thought what becomes 
of the veſſel, if it fink or (wan, 1t is all one to him, heloferh 
not a moments ſleep for it. But the Merchant who ventw; 
xeth all he is worth in a Veſſel; and ſendeth it out very rid 
ly laden, though it be a long journey, yet he 15 impatient 
to hearof it ; many an anxious thought hath he about1 
many a time he putteth the ſuppoſition to himſelf, Val 
this Ship ſhowld miſearry * What will become of me , my Wik 
and Children ? He can hardly eat or drink with comfort, 
fleep with quietnefs, till he hears it is late. A wicked man 
that is worth nothing, ventureth nothing in his prayers com 
and therefore whether they muſcarry or no, it matters na paic 
much with .him : when he prayed for pardon and grace, of 1 
be counted them little worth, ke prized his ſtock ad MI and 
his riches at a far higher rate, and ſo muſt needs kt of | 
very indifferent whether the Veſſel wherein things'l Wa 
ſuch (mall worth ( in his etteem ) were hazarded , come wil 
home ſafe or no. But a godly man hazardeth all he % we 
worth, for this, and the other world, in his prayas: int( 
he knoweth that all bis happineſs is involved in the pa- WW for 
don of his fins, in.the righttouſneſs of his Saviour, kW We 
the love of his God , and the renovation of his nature, 
which he beggeth with ſtrong crycs and groans, MI , Vt 
eſteemeth thele things as the very life of his 'life , and 4M * for 
very ſoul of bis ſoul, and O ( thinks he ) how richly ladengh lon 
this Veſſel which I bave ſent forth ! My precious ſoul, my deat- | 


. eft Feſus, my intereſt in the Covenant of grace , my eternal fl Þ* 


ivjon of the ever bleſſed God, are all aboard her, If ſhe ſhould : 
-miſcarry ( good Lord ) what would become of me ? I ® ha 
bot,” T am damned, I am wndont' eternally. "Was 'tver Shy for 


| better frumght + Her 'burden is of ineftimable valze. My jo, a 
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my pra, my love, my delight, my hope, my beaven, my all, are in 
her. Oh what ſhould I do, if the Arch-Pirate $ tan ſhould ſeiſs 
her? of if ſhe ſhou'2 ſplit upon the rock. of my preſumption A 
oy fink, in tbe quick: ſands of my infidelity ? Alas, alas, whither 
fowld T go ? where farwld T appear ? Such I ſoul never failed 
of a rich return of his venture. 

Reader, when thou haſt prayed, wait and expect an an- 
ſwer. Though thy prayers were mingled with many-im- 
perteQions, it they were the travail of thy foul, ( uprighe 
I mean ) donot give them over tor foll. 

When AMvſes Mother could keep him no longer, the made 
an Ark of Bul-ruſhes, and daubed it with Pitch, and put 
him in, and hid it in the Flags , by the Rivers brink ; 
and his Siſter {tood a far off, to fce what would become 
of him. And Pharaohs daughter came to waſh her ſclf, 
fied the Ark, ſent and fetched it, the babe wept and ſhe had 
compaſſion 0n it ; (ent for the Mother, gave it her to nurſe, 

aid for its nurfing,and the child b:came the great deliverer 
of Ifael; Truly fo when the fruit of thy heart, thy tears, 
and ſighs, and groans, and prayers, are ready in the eye 
of ſenſe to be given over tor dead, they lye floating upon the 
water, let thy faith and hope be near at hand, to ſee what 
will become of them 3 the Kings Son may take pity on the 
weeping babe, pay the charge of its nurſing up, bringing it 
into favour at the heavenly Court, and make it ſerviceable 
for the condufting thy ſoul through the Wildernes of this 
World, towards the true and celethal Canazn. 

Though the Meſſenger thou ſendeſt to Heaven tarry long, 
yet wait and expe his return. Thoſe that ſend to the Indies 


' for the golden wedges, wait many moneths, though they 


long every moment for their arrival. 
If after thy expeRation, thou findeſt little fruit of thy 
petitions, do not therefore lay aſide that calling, Continue in 
ajer,, and watch in the ſame, Col. 4. 2. Anglers, though they 
ve fiſhed many hours and caught nothing, do not there- 
fore break their Cane, and Line, but draw out their hook, 
and look upon their bait , which ( it may be } eoun_ 
Z 2 oft, 
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off, or tiot well hung on, and mend it, and then throwy avol 
in againz So when thou haſt been earneſt in prayer, and yet cou 
received no anſwer, refle@& upon thy praycrs, confidg he 1 
whether ſomething were not amiſs, either in thy prepare ma) 


tion for the duty, or in the matter or manner of thy petit jelt 
ons it is poſlible thou mightelt delire ſtones inſtead of break 

or fuel for thy lults, or didft forget to deliver thy petitions ror 
to the only Maſter of Requeſts, the Lord Jeſus, that he might ( 
preſent it to the Father, it auy of theſe were the fault, up my # 
wonder it they failed z what everit be, be diligent to findit caul 
out, amend it and fall to thy work again with conhdence; ſont 
that thou ſhalt not work at the labour in vain. The Archary doc 


he ſhoot once, and again, and mils the mark, conlidereth gua 
what the reaſon was, whether he did not ſhoot too high, bre 
or too low, or too much on the right hand or too much hin 
on the lett hand,takes the lame Arrow again, only retormeth hin 
his former error, and winneth the wager. my 
Secondly, Working 1s neceſſary after prayer, as well s wit 
Watching. Begging and Digging muſt go together. Thy as| 
duty is to pray, as knowing afſuredly that thou cant do no wa 
thing of thy felt, and yet to work as if thou wert todo all by rc 
thine own power. He that doth not indeavour in a lawfull 
uſe of thoſe means which God afferdeth him to attain the A 


mercies he ncedeth and asketh, doth rempr, not truft,God,and 
may <xpeQ a rod ſooncr than relicf. A good uſe may be 
made ot that ſtory; A Catter having overthrown his Cart, P 
fat in the way crying, help Hercules , help C Hercules was 


counted by the Heathen a God for his firength ) O Herewls the 
help. Atlength one appeared to him in Hercules ſhape, wit Act 
a good Cudgel in, his hand, and beat him handſomely ; ſay: il * Po 
ing, Ah thou ſilly lazy fellow, doft thou call to me for help, and Gu 
fit ftill thy ſelf, ariſe and ſet to thy ſhoulder, do thy part, and1 th 
will do the reſt. th, 
It thou praycſt tor thy daily bread, bethou diligent in no 
thy calling , or elſe expe a crop out of the Ocean, If of 
thou prayeſt againſt ſome particular ſins, avoid the WM fe 
R ' occaſions of thoſe fins, If it be againſt _ - ev 
avo 
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rowijt avoid evil company 3 If it be againli Pride, avoid and dif- 
id yet courage {uch as will flatter thee, for otherwiſe thou dolt as 
nlidex he that. runneth into. the hre , and praycih to God, that it 


-Paras may not burn himz ſuch a man:mocketh God, bug-him- 
Pctiti- jelt molt 3 if thou prayeſt for Holineſs and Grace, hear, 
Tread, read, meditate, watch,uſle the means, and expeR a good iflue 


1tions from God. 


night Obſerve David, his prayer was, Set 4 watch O Lyrd before : 
t, no my mouth, keep the door of my lips, Plal. 141. 3. But now be- 
ud it cauſe he had cammitted the main charge ot this unruly pri- 


ſoner, bis tangxe, to God, deliring him to lock the, double 
her doors of his lips and teeth falt upon it, and to have a main 
ereth guard alwayes watching before the doors, lelt it ſhould 
high, break through and attempt an <{cape,doth he therefore fle.p 
Nuch himſelf, thinking the priſoner was ſafe enough ? no, he 
meth himfclf would be upon the guard. I ſaid I will take heed to 
ways, that I ſin not with my tongue , I will keep my mouth 
with a bridle while the wicked is before me,Plal. 39. 1, 2. David 
a5 he defired God to put a good bit into the mouth of this 
wanton beaſt, ſo he would himſelf kcep a tigiCt hand and 
rcin him in, 


A good Wiſh about prayer, wherein all the fore-mentioned 
particulars are epitomized, 


Payer is one of my neareſt and ſolemneſt approaches to the , 1 
mojt high God , and one of my choiceſt privileages on this fide &;0n to pray- 
the place of praiſe : wherein I may go to my God at all times and er analyzed. 
acquaint bim what I ail, where it 1s well, where it is ill with my 
Yor ſoul: I wiſh in general that I may never ſuffer this key ( to 
Gods own treaſury )to ruſt for want of uſe, nor to be ineffefinal ty 
the opening of the Divine bounty by my unskilfulneſy in turning it, 
that neither by my unfitn:ſt for the duty, miſcarriage at the duty, 
nor Micbehaviour after the duty, I may demean my ſelf unworthy 
of ſo great a favour, ſo bigh an; honour, and ſo good a Ma- 
fler. In particular, I wiſh that I may ( at leat morning and 
evening ) before I enter wpon- this Ordinance , whatber 4 
Z3 


tenth. 
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The Antece- cloſet or family, make 4 privy ſearch for thiſe Barabbaſes which W 1 =i/ 
dents to hade movel ſedition in my ſoul, and murdered -my deareſt $ theft: 
F Hedirarion 974 4Þat "1 may "have ſuch a ſight of them all, in thir hand ure 
Of ns, nataie, and blouty colour, that* I may arraign them at the Tyil ervd 
bunal of God'with confuſion off face, and contrition- of heart, ang WW the K 


Of wants, may with allpoſſible ardency plead for their execution. I with thy Wl (eck.! 
my neceſſities may ever be 1n my memory, that as #he- ſich childy4 WW * 
may point readily to the place of my pain, when ever I po #9 maly Wl Lars 
my moan to my heaventy Father , and that affetted with the weigh then 


and; impmrtance of them, 1 praying feeling!ly, may pray he mon Wl bit 


. perſe 
Of mercies, I wiſh that the many and weighty mercies which TI unwari wor j 
wretch-enjoy, may be written ſo firmly in my mind, and preſs the | 


to me before prayer, in the variow and lively colours of they may 
freeneſh, fulneſi and ſeaſonableneſi, that IT may never (teal thy that 
cuſtom of thanks from my God ( which is ail be defrres ) for tho for 4 
rich and full veſſels which be ſendeth me in every day : but myy al t 
pay him this impoſt of praiſe and glory, with all uprightneſt and pre 
alacrity, p 
Quickning I wiſh thatumy graces may never be, like Jonah, afl.ep,” when wiſ 
of grace. I am to call uvon my Gol, but as the heavenly boſt, they may be kyuee 
moving in their ſeveral places, and fighting in their courſes againſt and 
my ſpiritual enemies. O that, like holy Bradford, T might never jv 
have confeſſim, withcut ſorrow for fin, petition, without ſun 
ſenſe of the worth of mercies, nor thank ſgiving, without ſore 
ſolace and joy in God, the Author and Fountain of all my hafs a 
Laying abide pimeft, I wiſh that T may draw nigh to God with a pure com Kh 
-- —"S ſcience, and before I go to deſire the Invely portion of bu friendr, s 


All fin in ge- 87%* © bill of divorce t0 all my luſts, and ( at leaſt ) baniſh from 


neral. the bed of my heart thoſe enemies of his which would not ban i * - 
him to reign over me. [I wiſh that I "ay never defrre mercy at bu the 


Anger. hands with the leaſt degyee of malice in my heart, but may lo 
( 45 Saints, becauſe they are Chriſt's ſeed, ſo ) finners, and them for 
that bate me, for Chriſt's ſake: and as a ſpecial medicine againf ſee 
that poiſon, whatſoever friend I ſhonld forget in my prayers, I wiſh pr, 
1 may reſolve before-band to remember in partienlar my . enemies, 'F 
#0 big of God thet be wonld pardon, ſanttifie and. ſave yo | 

| I wi 
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concernment bf 4 eternal crown ; but-that T may leave thoſe 


the King of . Nations, | 
ſeek, the Lord my God without diftratiion. © I wiſh that ' I may 
be ſpecially careful-to look, up to the. Maſter of requeſts , the 
Lard Jeſus Chriſt : Firſt, for the juſtification of my perſon, and 
then for tbe acceptat ion Hl my" prayer, and that 1 may be' ſo en- 
abled with the band of faith, to put onthe ploriow robes" of bi 
perſec? righteouſneſs, that neither the nake eſs. of my * perſon 
yor perforwauce, may appear to my ſhame, I wiſh that- all 
the flowers which I preſent to my God, in the poſie of prayer, 
may be gathered out of &is owngarden, the Scriptures ; T mean, 
that | may never exceed thoſe 'btunds which bt hath ſet me, 
for-the matter of my. prayer z -but may uſe much Caution that 
all thiſe ſpices which I make my incenſe of, may be of his own 
preſcription : and 0 that to thu end, bis boly ſpirit who kuow- 
eth bis mind fully, might draw up all my petitions for me. 1 
wiſh that my prayers may: be ever preſented upon the bended 
knees of my ſoul, and alſo in regerd of my body in the loweſt 
and moſt ſubmiſſive poſture, Ab bow bumble ſhould duſt avid 
aſhes be, when he takes upon him to ſpeck.to the moſt High God. 
I wiſh ae all that I may never mock, the moſt jealow God in 
this duty, by ſpeaking, Parrot like, what I neither mind nor 
mean, but whatſoever. diſh be wayting on the Table, to which 
I mvite my God, my heart which I know be loveth above all, 
may. be there,. and that my prayer may: be. the travail of my 
foul, and not the labour of my lips. ' I wiſh that T may ſo feel 
, #Y ſpiritual wants, that my bowels may ſo pinch me, that 


haw | 


by 4 the bungry and elmoſt ftarved beggav,, T may cry aloud for 
by the bread of life, yet not ſo mneh, 1 regayd of the extenſion 
hy my voice, # the mtenſion of 'my-ſpirit. When Tam petitioning 
yy for pardon and grace,| I wiſh Eight beg' at exrneſtly, and be- 
ih ſeech God as importunately as if # were in the power of my 
: prayer, to change bis mind, and procure the” bleſſing, but when 
WY 1 anragking temporals ; I would not as the dry earth, cry, and 


cleave, 


L wiſh that my «ffeftions may not as Sauls perſon, be bid among* Worldly 
the ftuff of Worldly affairs, when T ſhould be bufie about the thoughts. 


ſervants always «at the door behind, while I po'in to ſpeak, ro Concomitant 
and may ull the time of the duty ſerve and of prayer. 


Perſon muſt 
be juſtified, 


The marer 
of prayer, 


P,operties of 
prayer. 


Humble, 


Hearty. 


Fervenr. 


Caution. 


i, « 
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cleave, and gape, for corn and wine and oyle, but wil.ingly bet 
my fathers allow ence, and deſire no more thau what bis infs 
nite wiſdom ſeeth needfubto bear my charges, tall I come to my 
Conftane. Fleſſed andeverlaſting home. I wiſh that I might obſerve tha WW How 
1.1 - ft=nding law, according to which Heavens bounty is diſpenſed: he 
In all things t6 make my requeſts known to God, andy neo fo 
expett, though the mercies of God be never ſo ripe, that 
of them ſhould fall down upon me in mercy, unleſs 1 ſhake'"tly 
tree by prayer., 1 wiſh that every mercy may come flying 
me ayes the Wings of prayer, and may fly back to God wpn 
the Wings of praiſe ;, that" prayer. may be the Mother to breel 
and bring forth all my bleſſings; that not one Child of they 
but may be named Samuel asked of God, that when, I finf WM tholc 
open my eyes in the morning, I may then in fome ejaculaomy WM tor 
prayer, open my 'beart to my God, that at night prayer my Wl Gow: 
makg my bed ſoft., and lay my pillow eafie, that in the day tim Wl bu { 
' prayer, may perfume 'my Cloaths, ſweeten my food, oyl hl and < 
wheels of my particular vocation, keep me compeny upou dM fici:n 
occafions, guild over all my natural, civil and Religns WI walk 
Subſcquents ations. I. wiſh that after 1 bave poured ous my prayer Ml Goal 
of prayer- © the name of. Chriſt, according to the Will of God, baving ſon WM nc, 
ed my ſeed, I may expe. a crop, looking earneſtly for th WM thou; 
Waiting. ſpringin q it up, and belizving afluredly that I hall reap priſor 
reme of 1 faint not ; yea, that though the promiFe muy jt writ 
long in the birth, yet it will at laſt bring forth, when GWM inth 
will give me large intereſt for. my. forbearance.' Finally F Bl 
that ( though before- ſorrowful.) baving opened My mini: (in 
God about any ſiffering, my countenance like 'Haimahs, 'may kW him 
no more ſad, that In may yever buſie my ſelf about Gods work, Ml li-ls. 
Woiking. the ſuceefi angevent of things, nor like an idle la.y beggar, & 
careleſs about my own work,, but may in my place and to. WW the i 
pewer be induſtries in the uſe of all thoſe luw/ull means w of im 
bis mg effords me,'for the enjoyment of my defies, "1bn Ml ...1\- 
as I dig lift up my heart 3 praying, ſo'T may lift up my þ T 
in working, to God, who dweilerh in the Heavens. | 


"3CHA} 


v4 a © 4 


a m li... 


"—_ 


of Preparation for Hearing. 


Ss. 


CHAP. XI. 
0 
ws How 4 Olriſtian may exerciſe himſelf to godlineſ in 
'ſed: hearing and reading the Word, ana of preparation 
_, for hearing. 
' wy 


E 


the 


He bleſſed God, as he appointeth the children of 
men their ends, namely, to ferve him here, and to 
enjoy him hercaftecr, fo he doth alſo afford them dire- 
Qions about the way, how they may attain and accompliſh 
thoſe ends. He 1s our Maſter, and cutteth out that work 


IF'S 


=F 


lam WW for us, which he expecteth we ſhould make up. He be- 
*" mg WY Gow<rit on all che (tar-light of nature, which though it be 
tim WW but ſmall and dull, by reaſon of our firſt fall, yet it ruleth 
ve and commandeth the night of the Pagan world, and is ſut- 
on fici:nt to leave them 1nexcuſable, tor not working aud 
ligns WY walking by it. When Heathen (hall be thrown into the 
er a Goal of hcll, and bound with chains of everlaſting dark- 
7 ſow- WY nels, their own conſciences will hinder thern from the lealt 


thought of commencing a ſuit againſt God for falle im- 
puloament, becauſe they arc judged not by the Law Moral, 
written in Tables of (tone, but by the Law Natural, written 
inthe Tables of their hearts, 
But out of his intinice favour, he 1s pleaſed to give lone 
( in thoſe places where he intendeth to gather a people to 
himſelf, f>x his eternal praiſe ) belide the twinkling Star- 
kebt of Nuture, the clear and pertc& Sun-light of Scripture, to 
ide th-ir feet in the ways of peace. Which word is one of 
the molt ſignal merx:ics that ever he bultowed upon the ſons 
of men, the whole. world without it beiag but a barren and 
rude wildcxacls. 
The Word of God is a ſpring of living wa!er, a deep 
+ WH Mine of coſt y treaſure, a table turniſhed with all forts of 
4 ab fud, a garden wherein is varicty of pleaſant. fruits, the 
"W<turch's Charter, containing all her priviledges _ = 
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deeds, manifcſting her title to the parchaſed poſſeſſion. It hat 
pious precepts for the Chriſtians reformation, and preciog 

omgſes for his conſolation. If the Saint be aMicted, it &a 

Id his head above water, and keep him from finking 
when the billows go over his ſoul ; there are Cordials im jt, 
rich enough to revive the moſt famting ſpirit. If the Sai 
be aſſaulted, the Word is armour of proot, whereby he ny 
defend himſelf manfully,and wound his foes mortally. If the 
ſoul be unholy, this word can ſanttifie it ; Te are clean throw 
the word which I bave ſpoken 10 you, Fob. 15.3. This watt 
can waſh out all the {pots and ſtains. It the ſoul be anhei 
of hell, this word can ſave it. From a child thou haſt hum 
the holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wiſe to ſalvatin, 
2 Tim. 3.15. other writings may make a man wiſe tou. 
miration, but this only can make him wiſe to ſalvation. 

This Word which is of ſuch unſp:akable worth, God hat 
depolited as a ſpecial treaſure into the hands of the childr 
of men, that they might obey his will, and know the jſt on 
And, Reader, it is thy duty to ſearch and (tudy this book 
When Kings ſend out their Proclamations, either concers 
ing acts of grace, or ſome Law which their ſubjects ough 
to obey, they expect that all ſhould take notice of then, 
and give them the reading and hearing. What an affron 
doſt thou offer to the King of the whole world, if tha 

Yi thy back upon his word ? I mui tell thee; it ign 

S than crimen /aſe Majeſtatis, He that heareth your, bean 
we, and be that deſpiſcth you, deſpiſeth me z, and he that deſpi 
me, defpiſeth bim that ſent me, Luck, 10. 16. Thou mailt think 


( pollbly ) that by neglcCting to hear, thou dott only cart , »B: 
temn the Preacher; but bclieve me, it is a contempt of thi thou 
Maker, Miniſters are God's Ambaſſadors : now to deny ever 
Ambaſſador audience, is one of the greateſt diſreſpe&M 2 gre 
whach can poſlibly be offered him, nay, it is an affront to ti 
his Prince on whoſe errand he cometh, and whoſe x dare 
he repreſenteth : and what is the concluſion uſually of fulfil /-int 
bad premiſes, but a bloudy war * Conſider what thou de he 

and t 


whenchou tcfuſeſt him that peaketh from heaven, for if th 
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thutteſt the windows of thine eyesfrom reading, and the 
door of thine ears from hearing, God may clap fuch a pad 
lock ofa judiciary curſe upon them both, that thou thalt 
never open thine eyes nor cars, till thoucomeſt, as therich 


SW it Glutton, to ſce Abraham afar off, and Lazzrus in his bo+ 
* San fome;and to hcar and bear thy part in thoſe dreadful ſcreech- 
© Muy ings and houlings which arc in hell. 

If the It is a mercy that the Tree of knowledge, the Word of 


God, i3 not forbidden, but commanded frait ; nay, that it 
groweth in the very path to the Tree of life. O why 


52 


an her ſhouldtt chou then, like che Phariſees, rejed? the: counſel of God 
kun againf thy own ſiul ? If thou art a child of 44am, I am ſure 
vation, & haſt thy deaths wound ; now by negleQing the Word, 

to WM thou, like a frantick patient, throwett away that plaiſter 


which only can cure thee. 

Do not ſay thou waſt not warned of thy danger and du- 
ty: Ido here thew thee the hand and ſeal of the King of 
kings to that Warrant to which I require thy obedience. 
The Scr:pture is the Word of Chriſt, and God commandeth 
thee upon thine allegiance to hear him, Coloſ. 3. 16. Matth. 
3-17. The Word is the Cabinet in which thy Saviour, that 
Pearl of infinite price, is laid up 3 and therefore thou art 
commanded to look intoit for this Jewel : Search the Scri- 
ptares, for they are they which teſtifie of me, Joh. 5. 39. The 
word is 'Exdr27e, and ſpeaketh ſuch a diligent ſearch as 
covetous men make for filverz they ſpare tor no labour, 
that they may attain their deifi d nh what ſhouldſt 
not thou do for durable riches and righteouſneſs ? 

4 *But, Reader, if thou art a child of God, I doubt not but 
thou delighteſt to look into thy Father's will, and weigheſt 
every word in it, as knowing that in his Teſtament there is 
agreat charge committed, and a great Legacy bequeathed 
to thee. It is thy daily companion and counſellor; thou 
dareſt not go without thy cordza/, being liable every day #0 
faint;, nor without thy weapons, being. called every hour to 
fight. The Scriptures are the light by which thou wakeſt, 
and the tovls with which thou workeft. Let me periwade 
Aa 2 thee 
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thee, to perſevere in this gracious practice : take thy 
couuſel of the Author of it, who: is fittelt to & 
Laws for thy cartiage towards it : Let the word of Chriſt day (ve 
in you richly, Coloſ. 3.16. The word is 'Evo:x42@, and ligny hav 
feth to kecp houſe with you. - Do not leave thy Bible, MW they 
ſome do, at Church, and hear nothing of it all the weak WW ous 
long; but bring it home to thy houle, let it dw:l! with WM burn 
thee : Let not the Word be as a way-faring man, to tary Wl for t 
with thee but for a night, and (a. be gone 3 but let it be ag uſua 
inbabitapt, one that accompanicth thee to bcd aud board, Ml rs: 
and with whom thou converle(t continually as thy fanula WW way 
and intimate friend. Make thiue heart (as Ferome Ciith of WM thin 
Nepotians, by his afliduous reading and hearing the Serj Wo! 
ptures ) Bibliothecam Chriſti, The Library of Jeſus Chrif, WY lealt 
L cannot but think that thou haſt found the Bible fo bounty hear 
ful a gucki, to pay thee ſo liberally for its board,that thou hak Inde 
bid it heartily welcome, and wouldit not part with it ſs MW foG 
the whole world. Agefilans is commended, faith Xenaphan, Wl nal y 
becauſe he never went to bed, nor roſe up, bttore he hat WM of w 
looked into Hamer, whom he called his Sweet-heart. Advik thou 
thou with a Divine, at leaſt, as often as he did with a pro» WW miſc 
phane Author, Kings have their Counſellors, aud great mex W har 
their Remembrancers : let God's teltimonics be the men WW myſt 
thy coxncil, Pſal. 119. 24. man 
Let not others negligFnce abate the leaſt of thy diligence, W the | 
but rather by an Antiperiltaſis, let their extreme coldnds WM eye : 
double thine wward heat. As thefire is hotteſt-when the MW 2 Ti 
weather is coldeſt > ſo David's heart boiled with zeal after T 
it, when the waters of others aff. tions to it were frozen Hye 
They have made void thy Law, therefore I love thy command. 
ments above gold, yea, above fine gold : Therefore I often WM ( He 
all thy precepts concerning all things ts be right, Fſal. 119. WM ther, 
126, 127, 128. eth | 
O-confider what love the Saints of God have ever had MW chict 
to his Law. Lather ſaid, That he bated the Books he made, Wl favo' 
and could wiſh them all burnt, leſt the time ſpent in reading WM preſe 
thew,, might. binder the reading of the Scriptures. O han WF love 
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Love 1 thy Law ! faith David. The godly have meditated 

therein day and night; they have «tt.cmed it above the 

Gvcereft honcy, and the fincſt gold 3 the Martyrs in England 

have given much of theis Eftates tor a tew leaves of it, and 
they lad down their lives, befgre they would loſe the preci- 
ous fruit in it. The French Protejtants ( (aith their Hiliorian) 
burnt in zeal to the Word, whileſt the bloody Papiſts burnt them 
for the Ward. Scipio Africanus was applauded, for having 
uſually in his hands the books of Xenophons Inſtitutions of Cy- 
r#+4.: O let this Book of books b: often betore thee, and al- 
wayes in thee, It it be thy meditation all the day, One would 
think,that he who kuoweth and belicvcth the contents of the 
Word, ſhould hardly ever let a Bible be out of his hand, at 
leaſt,he will lay it up( as the two Tables in the Ark ) in his Scripture eft 
heart. One of the Fathgrs calls it, The heart and ſoul of God, or & 1p/a 
Indeed as a man by his word diſcovereth his mind and will : 7% 9 
ſoGod by the Goſpel, which is his Word, revealeth his «ter= *"'* 

nal good will to men : It is the Copy of his everl:[ting love, 

of which his Decree is the Original,contain'ng all his precious 

thoughts ( bctore the foundation of the World) of redeeming 

miſerable man with the blood of his Son, and making him an 

harot the eternal weight of glory. Thoſe gracious and 

myſterious purpoſes of his, which were hid in the night of 

many ages, when the Sun of Righteouſneſs once appeared in 

the Horizon of the Goſpel, were vilible and legible to every 

eye : He bath brought Life and Immortality to I'ght by the Goſpel, 

2 Tim. 1. 10. 

The Apolile- calls it, The grace of God, and The word of his 
» Tit.2.11. Acts 20. 32. not only becauſe the ram of 

the Word goeth by coaſts, as a gift of grace, Pſal. 147.19,20. 

( He cauſeth it to ſhower down upon one City, and not on ann 

ther, Amos 4. 7. ) and not only becauſe like a ſeal, it ſtamp- 

eth grace, the image of God upon the foul, 4: 2. 37. but 

chiefly, becauſe on the ſtage of the Word, the grace and 

favour of God to mankind- is fully diſplayed : The Goſpel 

preſenteth us with the whole mcthod of Gods grace and 

love to poor ſinners. This world is the Theatre in which: 

Aa3 Grace 
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Grace aReth its part (- the Triumph of Juſtice is reſeryg 
for the other World Jand the Goſfel is the Throne on which 
Grace ſits, and from whence it holds out 1ts golden Scepter, 
The language of the Law is no leſs thana ſentence of death; 
but the Goſpel alloweth a Pſalm of mercy, and in it Gray 
reigneth, Beandion, playeth the King, commandeth in chief, 
anto Fuſtification of life, Rom. 5. 17, 18, 21. 

But the more precious this Water of Life is, the more 
fcarful thou ſhouldſt be of (ſpilling ic. Kings cannot en- 
dure that theiPARts of Grace ſhould be trampled under foot: 
Abuſed favour turneth into greateſt fury, Men furfeit ſooneft 
of the greateſt Dainties, and further their Miſery, by that 
which was given them as in Mercy. | 

Our Saviour therefore commandeth, Take heed how y 
bear, Luke $. 18. There are two ſpecial Leſſons which Chri 
commendeth to his Scholars : The hrſt concerneth the mat- 
ter of their hearing, Take heed what you bear, Mark 4. 24. Mi- 
niſters are Chriſts Uſhers, Chriſt himſclt is the head-Maſter; 
now Chriſt torbiddeth the pinning our faith upon our Uſh. 
ers ſleeve. The Bereans have an honourable creſt put into 
their coat of Arms by God himfclf, to diſtinguiſh them in 
nobility trom others, for bringing the coyn offered to them 
fo the touchſtone of the Scripture, to try whethcr it were 
true gold or counterfeit z And thefe were more noble than tha 
of Theſlalonica, becav/s they received the Word of God with all 
readineſi of mind, and ſearched the Scriptures daily, whether theſe 
things were ſo, AQts 17.11, Men muſt not like Children 
take down what ever their Nurſcs put into their mouths, 
whether meat or poiſon, but know how to diſtinguiſh bes, 
twecn good and evil, Our Faith muſt not ſtand m the wiſ 
dom ot men, but in the Power of God. All weights and 
meaſures mult be compared with, and trycd by the Ki 
Standards. The Copy is no farther authentick than it agreet 
with the Original Dee4. 

The ſecond Leſſon concerneth the manner of their hear- 
ing, take heed how ye hear. The richeſt Cordial may be lolt 
as it may be taken. It will be requiſite therefore to give 
thee 
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thee ſome preſcription, how thou may(t take this coltly Phyſick 
to thy greatelt profit. 

In reterence to which duty I ſhall ſpeak, 

1. Tothy preparation for it. 

2. To thy carriage at it. 

3. To thy behaviour after it. 

1. As to thy preparatisn for hearing the word, I ſhall re- 
queſt thee from God to mind theſe enſuing particulars. 

1. Empty thine heart of evil frames , and prejudice. Evil 

ames. The diſh muſt not be fluttiſh, into which we put 
theſe ſpiritual dainties. It the fttomack be clogged with filth 
and flegm, it cannot digeſt and concodt our tood. The light 
of the Sun, as pleaſant and delightful as it 15 to found, 1s yet 
offenſive and painful to fore eyes. This part of prepa- 
ration 1s injoyned us. by the Spirit of God. Wherefore lay 
apart all filthinefi, and all ſuperfluity of naughtineſſ, and receive 
with meekneſi the engrafied word, which is able to ſave your 
ſouls, James 1. 21, If the body be feaveriſh , the {weetelt 
Syrup will taſt bitter; If any ill humour or luſt be predo- 
minant in thee, like the full and foul ftomack thou wile 
loath even the honey comb. The Table-book of 'thine 
heart muſt be wiped clean, before any new thing ( as the 
Law of God ) can be written in it. Briars and Thorns 
muſt be ſtubbed up before the ground be capable of the 
grain. 

As evil bumours becauſe of the Doftrine taught, ſo preya- 
dice againſt the perſon teaching, mutt be removed. Preju- 
dice againſt the Preacher, is the greateſt prejudice to the 
Hearer. Acondemnned perſon will «ſftezm a beggar when 
i fie brings a pardon. How beautiful are ( not the lips 
only and hands, but the meaneſt parts )) the feet of them that 
bring the glad tydings of peace ;, I contels it 15a mercy to be 
related to a Paſtor who hath both parts and piety, gifts and 
gracez and if thou art to chuſe a dwelling, I would wiſh 
thee to bear with many outward inconveniences, to fit down 
under ſuch a Miniſtry. But ſuppoſe thy Teacher, at leaſt in 
thy thoughts, is a may of mean parts, wilt thou thence "= 

clude, - 
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clude, his pajns will yicld thee little protit. Truly howgh WM That 
thou gratific Satan lotar, it would be the ſpeedicſtway.ty WM 2 Cc 
find a truth in what thou dolt tancy. Fricn1, friend, doth quer 


the efficacy of the Ordinance, depend on the partsot man, WI but 1 
on the power of God ? May not a colily trealure be brought WM þ*l, 
to thee in an carthen Veſſel ? Conlider, thou mayct light WY frge 
thy candlc as well ( it may be better ) with a brimitone D 
match, as at a great tire. Chriſt taughe his Apoſtles by a MI thriv 
little Child, Mat. 18. 2. A {mall damfcl was inſtrumentals; WM than 
Nzamans recovery both of his ſpiritual and corporal leprofie, WM #» ? 

And who art thou that none mult inſtruct thee , but fuch z MI you 
one as hike Saul is higher than others by head and ſhoulden {MW who 
in gifts and abilities 3 1 wiſh it be not from the pride of thy {WM difhe 
ſpirit, that none is worthy enough to teach thee thy Graw Ml King 
mar Leſſm, but tome bead of the Univerſiy, A picking fv be le 
mack ( I am ſure )) argueth a diſeaſed body , and thea {Wl <bulc 
a ſquemiſh heart and itching car , cannot argue a ſound M bY its 


Put. ſoul. The induttrious Bee (ucks honey trom the Thime, aq fo chi 
" harſh gnd dry hearb. The Mcat is as good in a Pewter, a Mt ** d 
in a Silver diſh. wartt 


It may be thou goeſt to Tale only for the fauce, & Re 
Church tor the yle and elegancy of the language z if ſoyl much 
dare be bold to tell thee, that thim: beart is nat right in the yh that d 
of God.Doft thou not know that it isthe naked ſword which ditics 
doth the Exccution, that a crucificd Chriſt is the great Coty Ship ) 
querour, not a pompous gaudy Meſſiab , which the Jem the wW 
dreamed of. Paulis commanded to Preach, nt with Wik WM 95, 
dom of words , leſt theCrof of Chriſt ſhould be made of none effilh 
x Cor.1. 17. (o allo v. 25, 28. 4 | 

Truly, it thou luſtclt after the Q-:ails of ſome new. dillf bytis 
it 1S a fign that thou loathe ſt Manns, the Bread of Heaven ; and him tc 
what a condition is thy poor ſoul in then? They that have pact d 
the Green-ſicknels, care not for folid tood, but hankcr after MW<e2vu 
traſh : They have ſouls (adly ſick, that negle& the good Mon: 
Word of God, and long after the fancies and wit of men. ſeriou 

God doth by the fooliſhneft of preaching, ſave them that bo the ta 
lieve, that he alone might have the glory of cheir a Mer 1; 
73 nl 
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That the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us, 
2 Cor. 4- 7. When menuibble at the bait of Humane Elo- 
quence, and are caught, the skill of the Angler is applauded 
but when men bite at the.naked hook, the ſimplicity of the Go- 
fel, all will grant this to be a miracle, and fay, This 3s the 
finger of God. ; 

Dolt thou not ſee, that as Daniel and his companions g,,,.  _. 
thrived better, and looked fairer, with feeding upon pulſe, os wa 
than the other Captives who fed on the Kings dainty proviſi- gus ſunz,dixic 
on ? So thoſe Chriſtians (in every Pariſh, look abroad where £*therus, qui 
you will )) thrive more in holinebs, and are fairer in Gods eye, gon 
who feed on plain, naked Scripture, than thoſe whom no ;,;;:4, & fo 

diſhes will Neaks but ſuch as are curiouſly cooked for a pliciſim? de- 
Kings Palate. Thou wilt not believe but that thy face may ext. 

be ſeen in a glaſs, where the ſides are not guitded 3 thou wilt Melch- Adam 
chuſe an horſe, not by its trappings and tine furniture, but WO_ 

by its uſefulneſs and ſerviceableneſs : Why ſhould thou be 

ſo childiſh, as to be in love- with no garments, but what 

are daubed with Silver lace, when other plain raiment will 

wamn thy body as well. 

Reader, if the fault be not thine own , thou mayeſt gain 
much (nay T muſt ſay ) moſt good by plain preaching. Thoſe 
that dwell by the Sca (ide gather up thoſe precious commo+ 
dities.C bequeathed'to the Sea, at the death or wrack of the 
Ship ) when the Sea is loweft, which they cannot do when 
the waters .are higheſt ; I do not here plead for vain repeti- 
tions, and tedious circumlocutions ; nor for them that dreſs 
their meat ſo ſlovenly that their Gueſts loath it. I know it's 
below the Majeſty of a King, when he is delivering his mind 
bytis Embaſſador, to play the Oratorz but it is not below 
him to ſpeak ſenſe and reaſon. Wiſe men love a neat, com- 
paQt diſcourſe, but it muſt be more full of matter than words, 
convincing the judgement, and working upon the affecti- 
ons, Plain, ſolid Sermons. are moſt acceptable to pious and 
ſerious ſouls : There is a vaſt difference between waſhing 
the face of a Diſcourſe clean, and painting it z the for- 
mer is lawful and commendable , the lattex finful and 
Bb abominable. 
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abominable. Miniſters muſt mind the capacities of thei 
Auditories, and nct put that meat into their mouth 
which their teeth cannot chew, nor their ftomacks concod. af 
Their Sermons of Quiddities, beccieties, and School nicitiez 
may ( in the opinion of giddy men _) tend to their on 
praiſe, but- never to their hearers protit z Such men wha 
their children ask bread, give them [tones which may 
them, but will not cheriſs them. It is pity he ſhould ew 
teach School, that will not ſpeak to his Scholars, fo as thy hes 
may underſtaud him. 

But the worſt ſuppoſition is, Thy Teacher may be up 
taught himſelf; his lite may give the lye to his lips. Asy 
this prejudice, 1. Remember, That an accuſation muſt ay 
be received againſt anElder, except under two or three wi 
neſſes; thy charity,O Chriſtian, and the Dignity of his 
ling, muſt both move thee to be ſlow to believe. As it isf 
ful to raiſe up an evil report ( Conſtantine the Emperor Gl 
That if be ſaw a Bifhyp comminting wuncleanneſt, be would rath 
cover that foul fait with his Imperial Robe, than ſuffer it 
divulged to the diſhonour of the Goſpel ) 1o it is linful to t 
up an evil report, whoever laid it down ready for thee, By 
ſecondly,if thy Paſtor, like-a wooden Veſlel, giveth that wi 
to thee which he never taſteth, nordivonett himſelf, be 
therefore wholly diſcouraged : If it be true, that thy Min 
ſer is falſe to God and his. own ſoul, that he only we 
Chriſts livery,that he might the more unſuſpeRed do thel 
vils work: I coutels it is matter of great lamentation (t 

ood Lord take care either for their converſion or cjedic 

r certainly they being liſted under Chriſts colours,and 
to their Captain, do his adverſary the Devil double (er 
The fins of Teachers arc, the Teachers of fius z they whok 
get their Sermons, will, remember their fins, to patronchif 43, we. 
their own : But it the providence of God (ſhould bind th 
to ſuch a Paſtor, which is no {mall unhappine(s; conliderghaiMl (190 
God fed Elijab by a Raven, and ſurely he can feed thee 
an unclean creature, He increaſeth ſometimes his by on 
mies gifts that they might bc inſtrumental to increaſe? 
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ples graces. It is unqueſtionable in my judgement 
(though {one I know doubt it ) that a anner may convert 
2 ſoul 3 and my reaſon is this, becauſe the operation of the 
word doth not depend upon the piety of the Preacher , 
but upon the free grace and power of the Lord. Yet I 
muſt alſo contc(s that I believe that God: doth not fo of- 
ten vouchlate to his enemies, as to his friends, that honour 
and happineſs. But as bad as he is, God may uſe him to do 
thee good. As the beſt Minifters Sermons are not to be re- 
ceived for their good lives fake , fo the worſt Miniſters 
Preaching is not tobe rejeted becauſe of their evil practi- 
ces. A blind manway hold a Candle to give light to others 
whilſt he himſelf remains in the dark 3 the Sun of righteou(- 
nels may convey the light of holineſs into the houle of thine 
heart, through this fluttſh Window. Thou mayett derive 
water from the Fountain of life, through a leaden pipe : A 
deaf bell may be uſeful to call a Chriſtian to Church, and 
he that never heard fo as to live, may call a ſoul to Chriſt, 
Whokſom Sugar may be in a poiſoned Cane. 

The Egyptian Jewels were helptul to the Tabernacle 3 Da» 
vid made the ſpoils of the Gentiles, ſerviceable to the Tem- 
plez and ſurely the ſon of David can make the parts and 
gilts of an Egyptian, an Enemy to God ſerviceable to 
thy foul. The Phariſees in the dayes of Chriſt, were many 
of them vicious perſons, yet they fitting in Moſes Chair, 
Cheiſt doth not deny them audience, but commandeth his 
Diſciples to diſtinguiſh between their words and their works 
he doth not forbid them to hear their DoQrine, but enjoyn 
tm to forbear their doings, Mat. 23. 2, 3. 

2. The ſecond thing requiſite to preparation is this z 

Before thou goeſt to hear, lbowr to affed? thine heart with 
the neceſſity, excellency and efficacy of the word. There was halt 
an hours filence in {Heaven before the feventh Trumpet 
ſounded ; thy duty'is to weigh the nature and end of the 
word , before thou goett to hear that Trumpet ſounded 
by one of the Angels of the Churches. Confider its 
meceſſity ; Mary minded the one thing neceffary ( indeed the 

Bb 3 gave 


4 


Of Preparation for Hearing. 


— 


gave the word her heart, but the way to it was this, the | of 
gave it her car ) S-e ſat at Chriſts feet and heard bis word. The Gi 
N cuſtom cven in thoſe dayes, was for the Teacher to Preach W; 


.% cither out ofa Desk or Pulpit, or ſome place above the peg of. 
ple; hence their hearers ſitting below them are (aid to tit x Wl th 
- their feet. Urge thy ſoul with this, The word which I az Wi 
going to bear, inregard of tbe ordination of God, is abſolute fo 
weceſſary to my ſpiritual and eternal good. T am dead, and it is th of 
word that muſt enliven me Fam blind, and it is the word tha fe: 
muſt enlighten me. It is abſolutely neceſſary that I know my ſins and W 
miſery z now. the word muſt do this, and is therefore called a glaf H: 
Jam. 1. 1t is abſolutely nieceſſary that I know my Saviour, a 
the way of my recovery ; now the word muſt do this, and is ther: 
fore celled faith and life, John 6. Rom. 3. It is neceſſary to 
mine eyes to ſee Chriſt, to open my heart to receive Chrift, and t 
Heaven hereafter may be open to my poor . ſowl. My ſoul 
fnful, and it's the word that muſt ſandlifie it ; My ſoul is fie, 
it is the word that muſt beal it ; My ſoul is bungry, and it' 
the word muſt feed it, or I ſhall ſtarve; My ſoul is thiſh, 
and it's the word that muſt ſatisfie it , or I ſhall dit fy 
thirff, ; whatſoever conditions of miſery I am in, it it th 
- word that mt give ſuitable exhortations to ſiepport me , wha 
ſoever relations of life I ſtand in, it is the word that mui gin 
ſmitable exbortations to dire}. me > whatſoever ſervice I m 
called to , whether of doing or ſuffering , it is. the word whid 
maſt relieve me with ſuitable ſupply. O, what. concernment i 
this. word to my well being, - in this and the other World ! 1 
muſt be ſandlified, or Fcan never be ſaved, I muſt twrn to Gul 
or burn in Hell; and the word milft do this for me, or it will 
ver be done ;. good Lord bow ſhould I hear) Mcn are care 
about things which are indifferent , but they are 
about things - that are abſolutely neccffaryz Necel 
makes men firive oftentimes beyond their ſtrength. Now 
work (© hard as they that have neceſlity for theix Maſter. 
. + Confider its excellency. It is the Word of God; thoup 
thou dallieft when men are ſpeaking, yet ſurely it becotts 
thee tobe ſerious when the great God is ſpeaking, It's 
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of divine inſpiration, All Scripture is given by inſpiration of 
God. The Epheſians cried up their Idol Diana, becauſe it 
was the Image which fell down from 7upiter, Great is Diana 
of the Epheſians. O how ſhouldſt thou prize and prepare for 
the Word, when it came down from the great God. Men 
were but the organs through which the. Almighty God 
ſpoke z Non vox bhominum ſenat, It is the voice of God, and not 
of man, It is of divine operation : I am not aſhamed of the Gi- 
ſfel of Chriſt, which i; t/'- power of God to ſalvation, Rom. 1. 16. 
What wonders hath '..e great God wrought by his worg ? 
He hath given eyes to the blind, feet to the lame, cars to 
the deaf, li:e to the dead, by his word. What legions of de- 
vils and luſts hath he vunkennelVd, and caſt out with his 
word ? Some write of the Weezel, that it doth aure conci= Hemiba!'s 
pere & ore parere, concerve 11 the ear, &c. He hath cauſed Sword. 
many a foul to hear and live by his word 3 he hath awa- 
ken'd many a foul that was aſleep in fin, by the voice of the 
S-ripcurcs, and cauſed them to ariſe and work out their 
own ſilvations : thoufands of poor creatures, who were 
ſinking into the bottomleſs hell, have, by God's hand 
ſtretched out in his word, been delivered from: going down 
to the pit, and lifted up to, heaven. nh 

It is a word of Divine Inſtitution, and of Divine Benedi- 
Gion, Rev. 1.3. It is the word in which the Father ſpeak- 
eth, Joh. 6.45. Every one that hath heard and learned of the 
Father, cameth to me, \ It is the word of Chriſt, Heb. 12. 25. 
Col. 3. 16. In it the Spirit ſpeaketh to the Churches, Rev. 2. 
11. The Pearl hid in it C the Scriptures are they that teſtifie 

, of Chriſt, Fob. 5. 39. ) the price paid for it (both _Teſta- 
ments are ſprinkled with the bloud of Jeſus, Heb. 9. 27. ) do 
fully ſpeak the exccllency of it, 

Now, Reader, think with thy felf thus, I am going #9 
hear that word which hath God for its Author, Feſus Chriſt for 
its matter, and Eternal life for its end: Shall I like a beaftly 
ſwine, trample theſe invaluable Fewels under my feet ? Shball that, 
which onfinite more precious than fine gold, be eſteemed by me 


a dirt ? It is the pillure of God's own excellencies , how chary 
Bb 3 ſhould 
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ſhould T be of the pifture for the perſon's ſake ? Ab, how tend 
ſhould I be of that glaſt, which hath wine in it more worth thay 
heaven and earth ? Would it not be athouſand pities that I ſhould 
ſuffer. the flies of my wandring thoughts to corrupt and ſpoil this 
box of precious ointments. 
- - Conlider the efficacy of it ; the revealed Word is like the 
efſential Word 3 for the fall, as well as for the riſe of many in 
Iſrael. As there is nothing ſo evil, but a ſerious holy perſon 
mzy get ood gut of it, . like ſome creatures we read of, he 
may digel and fetch nouriſhment out of Ro fo there 
is nothing ſo good, but a carelels graceleſs heart may pet- 
yert to his hutt 3, like che Spider, he may ſuck poiſon out of 
the (weetefi Roſe. The word will work one way or other, 
ifit work not for thy falvation, it will work for thy dans 
nition 3 it it be not 'a favour of life to life, it will be af 
vour of death todeath. Ar the rain cometh down and waterath 
the earth, and returneth not thither again , ſo ſhall my word be 
that goeth forth out of my mouth, it ſhall not return unto ny 
void, Iſa. 55. 10,11. The word is compared to fire ; fix 
doth. either purifie the mistall, or conſume it z the word 
will either cotivert thee, or confound' thee, The ſea inks 
ſome veſſels, and Jands others Gfely z the. Scripture wil 
either further thee towards heaven, or towards hell. Th 
ways of the Lord are right, and the juft ſhall wakk,in them; but 
the ranloras ſhall fall therein, Hoſt 14. ult. 

Mark, Reader, what an Engine is here. to ſcrew thee up 
to the grrareh attention to the waxd which is poſſible ? It 
is like "frong phyſick to a perſon exceeding fick, which 
either mends them or ends them. Think thus with thy (elf 


T am going to bear that word which will n:t be invain, but will 


either kill me or cure me.: this ſward of the Spirit is ſharp ond 
keen. if it doth not defend me, it will deftroy me. O it is bad 
xl ng with” fucb ' edge-tools ! How ſad will it be ſor me to fing 

ath. about the lips of Chriſt, to fall imto bell. with a flumble « 
the Goſpel of the kingdom of heaven ? How exceedingly am Icom 
cerned to ſet my heart to all the words which T ſhall bear this day? 
for it is not a vain thing, but it is for my life, Dent. 32. 46,47- 
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urge thy ſoul in carnelt with theſe particulars. As Eliſha 
firecching himfelt apon the young dead chuld, at laſt got 
life and'quickning into it ; fo thou forcing and ſtretching, 
as it were, theſe things upon thy heart, malt quicken it, 
how dull and dead foever 1t is. 

Thirdly, It thou wouldſt prepare thy (elf for the Word, 
entreat God to bleſi it ts thee : The operations of the Spirit mult 
$company the adminiſtration of the word, or it will be 
ineffectual : It is the Spirit that quicken+th, Fob. 6.63. The 
fire burneth naturally, and the water cooleth naturally ; but 
if the fire of the word ever burn up thy corruptions, or 
the water of the word refreſh thee with real conſolations, 
it muſt not be by its own nature, but by a divine power. 
If thine eye be opened by that eye-ſalve of Scripture, to 
ſee Chriſt in his native beauty, or thy (elf in thy natural 
deformity, God muſt anomt thine eyes therewith : There- 
fore David beggeth this favour at God's hand, Open mine 
ger, that I may ſee wonderful things out of thy Law, Pſa/. 119. 
18. As good light as David had, he could not read in God's 
Law, without God's light. Tf the door of thine heare þ 
opened by this key, to give admiſſion to the King of Glory 
God's hand muſt turn the key. The Lord opened the hear 
of Lydia, that fhe attended to the words of Paul, Ads 16. Pa 
might have preach'd his heart out, before Lydia's heart 
would have opened to letthe word in, if God had not un- 
dertaken the work. 

If the {word of the word pierce thy. foul, hack, and hew, 
andilay thy moſt beloved fans, ( thoſe enemies wittun thee, 
Which would not have Chrit to reign over thee ) the arm 
ofthe Lord muſt wield it. The weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal, but mighty through God, to the pulling down of firong 
bolds, caſting down imaginations, and every bigh thing that ex» 
alteth it ſelf againſt the knowledge of God, 2 Cor. 10, 44 Surely 
that vbice of thunder muſt come from heaven, which can 
pluck up the (trong trees of thy natural unbeliefand (enilef(- 
nels, and pull down the high towers of pride and (clt. It the 
word, whuch is called a Seal, ( Kom. 6. 17. ) ever my 
my 
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thy Saviour's Image on thee to thy regeneration, God muſt | 
xdde weight to the Scal, or it will make no ftamp. He bath Go 
of his own will begotten you by the word of truth, Fam. 1.24, 2 de 


-He that made the Watch, can make it ſtrike right 3 and he God 
that made the Word, can make it ſtrike home, even to the Cbr 
dividing aſunder of ſoul and ſpirit, and of the joynts and maryoy, ack 
Heb. 4. 12. Ifthe word which is called life ( Joh. 6, 63.) his 
quicken thee to thine eternal ſalvation, God mult breathe gy that 
thy dry bones, and bid thee /ive: I am not aſhamed. of the that 

3+ Goſpel of Chrift, which is the power of God ts ſalvation, Kom,x,16, kno 
It was the Angels troubling the waters, which made WW orc 
the Pool of Betheſda medicinal to the diſeaſed people; and I an 
it is not the water of the word which can heal thy foul woL 
ſickneſſes, unleſs the Angel of the Covenant work in it and ſoul 
with it. the 
Elijah*s mantle could not divide the waters of Fordan, but WW hills 
the Lord God of Elijah did it : the Preacher may ſhew thee chal 
thy Leſſon, but God only can help thee to learn it. to 0 
Reader, before thou heareſt, remember it is God's prero- 4 
gative to open thinecar: Mine ear haſt thou boared, Pſa, WM fit 
40, 6. There is athick film in thine ears naturally, which W hav 
hindereth thine hearing 3 thine ears are ſtopt, that Sermons MW thin 
can have no paſſage : now God alonecan with his Serin- W forc 
ger diſſolve the wax congealed there, and break through MW as th 
the skin, whereby thou mailt come to hear and live. Re» MW g07 
& member, that the ſeeing eye, and the kearingear, the Lord MW Pre: 
hath made them both, Prov. 20. 12. Therefore intreat him in hj 
to open thine eyes, that thou maiſt ſee his comely face in W but 
the glaſs of the word; and to open thine ears, that thou h& 
maiſt hear his lovely voice in the word 3 and to open thine M' & th 
heart, that thou maiſtreceive grace from him through the W an at 
word. Say as David, Shew me thy way, O Lord, teach me thy WW Exel 
paths. Make me to underſtand the way of thy precepts, ſo ſhall I W bath 

talk of thy wondrous works, Pal. 25. 4. Pſal.119. 27. And be 33. 7 
not diſcouraged either at the myſteriouſneG of the word, MW hear 
or at thine own dulneſs; for he that made the lock, can help W have 
thee to a key that will fit all its wards, : and 

ut 
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But be ſure thou torget not to commend thy Minilter to 
God. As thy duty'ts to beg a door of cntrance tar; thy; felt, lo 
2 door of utterance 'tox thy Palior,, Withall prayeng for :ws,, that 


God would open to us 4 doyr of utte# ance, ta ſpeak;zthe nyjſterie' of 


Cbrijt, Coloff. 4+ 3EþÞeſ. 6.19. ; Thy ptoftitby han; will be 
aot a little turthcred by thy prayer tor hjym, He that' loves 
his child, will often xemember the,narlc that teeds it. He 
that lovcs his precious foul, will often, naznd the Preacher 
that preparcth and bringeth its ſpivitual portion. I have 
known ſome to praile their Cooks highly, when they would 
revail with them to drels a diſh curioafly for cheir- palates. 
I am ſure thy way 15 to pray tor thy Paltor fervently, if thou 
wouldit have him provide ſuch tood as may be for thy 
ſoul's pleaſure and profit. Starye the mother, and you ltarve 
the child in her womb. It the heavens do nat favour the 
hil's with ſhowers, they cannot fatten, the valleys with their 
chalky ſtreams. If the pipes be broke which convey water 
to our houſes from the river, we can expe no ſupply. 
4. Let thine end in going to hear be ta pleaſe Gad, and pro- 
fit thy ſoul. Fropound a good end in hearing, if thou wouldit 
| have a good end of hearing. - Same go to Church for .no- 
thing, like the Athenzans, the greatelt part knew not where- 
fore they were met together, A. 17. They have as much 
as they come tor z they come tor nothing, and they often 
g0 away with nothing. Others go to carp and catch at the 
Preacher, as the Herodians went to Chriſt to intangle him 
in his talk, Matth. 22. 15. Thele go not to hear God's word, 
but to do the devils work,and he will pay them their wages. 
h:(e flie to the carcaſs, not to defend it, but to devour it. 
"Athird fort go to hear wit and parts, neat expreſſions, and 
an aff;ting gracetul pronunciation , like the Fews to hear 
Ezekzel, Lo, thou art unto them 4s a very lovely ſong of one that 
bath a pleaſant voice, and can play well an an inſtrument, Ezek, 
33-32. Thele goto hear man, not tahear God, They 
hear vut of cuxiolity, not out of conſcience ; they defire to 
have their cars tickled, not their hearts touched 3 they hear, 
and do not, perf, 33. Such go to Church, juſt as they who 
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go-to a nozſe of Muſitians, only for the pleaſant ſound, for 
nothing/but to hear, FLA 

Reader; take. heed oftheſe and 6ther finfulends, let God 
anſwer theeaccording to the 1dols of thine heart. Children 
go'to Fairs for Babics and'Rattles, but men go for ſome ſe. 
viceable commodities, 'for the ſupply. of their own and ther 
relations neceſſities. Though foohſh mcn go to Churchit 
quarrel with the perſon teaching, or to admire at ſome fine 
cadencics or allutions in the doQtrine taught 3 do' thougy 
to the word or the xthef of thy ſpiritual wants. As a my 
born babe defire the fintere milk, of the word, that thou mai 
grow thereby, 1 Pet. 2.2.- Here 15 a-good end of a good a&- 
on, not to gaze upon the People or Paſtor, but to grow by 
his Preaching. Some men go to Gardens to gather Gill 
flowers or | Roſcs, - meerly to ' ſmell to them, or look « 
them, and'in a ſhort time throw them away, when a good 
houſewife goeth to her Garden for a better end ; the g& 
thereth them to make a preci6us' Conſerve or Sirrup 
them, which ſhe keeps conſtantly by her, to: comfort he 
in a time of {icknels. Though too many $0 to & Sermon, 
meerly to look on the gaudinc(s of its drels, or to ſcent th; 
wit and fancy of the Preacher, which ſight and ſcent ar 
quickly gone 3 do thou gather thoſe lowers which grown 
Eden, the Garden of the Lord, that thou maifſt by faith make 
ſuch a Cordial of them, as may be ever ready at hand t 
revive thy ſpirit in' each fainting fit, whether of death, a 
any civil or {piritual danger, whillt thou livelt. . 

Laſtly, if thou wouldit prepare thy (lf to hear or mad 
the word rightly, leave thy worldly thoughts behind thee. Itp, 
wri' ten of Bernard, that when he came to the Church-doar 
he would ſay, Stay there all my earthly thoughts. Say to the 
earcs of this l:kc, { when thou art about reading or hearing) 
as Abraham to his {crvant, Abide you here, and I will go yo 
der and worſhip, Gen. 22.5. If thou ſhouldit ſuffer thokk 


, weeds, they would hinder the ſpringing up of the good 


ſced, the word. They are like Thieves, nevcr dogging thee 
at this duty but to do thee + miſchiet,cither to (ical thy com 
forts, or to wound thy conſcience. Chiil 
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Chriſt ſharply reproveth the Fews for turning his Father's 
houſe, which ſhould be called az hawſe of prayer, into a den 
of thieves : but how did they do this? By buying, and ſeling, 
and changing mony in the temple. Itthou, Reader, ſhould(t 
in thine heart be buymg-in thy prowlion, or ſelling out thy 
commodities, or hankering atter thine hoards and heaps of 
corn, or wares, Or mony, when thou-art m God's houſe, 
thou turnelt the houſe of prayer into 4 den of thieves z, therefore 
thy belt way is to keep them out, - and if they come 1n after- 
wards, (as Chriſt did) to whip thern out, «. 

When men hear with their haryeli-ears, ( meditating and 
muling on their flocks, or ſhops, or helds ) no wonder 
if the word be incftetual to them. It the wits of men be a 
wool-gathcring, the word of God - will be like water fpilt 
on the ground, which cannot be gathered up again. Some 
garden {ceds are mingled with aſhes whert they are fown, 
and thereby they ſpring up the berterz but thisTced maft 
not be mix'd with duſt and aſhes ; 1f it be, it will-nor ſpring 
up at all, 

It is reported of one of England's Lord Treaſurers, 
( ſome fay Cecil, others fay Burleigh ) that though by rca- 
lon of his Office he was crowded with bufinels all day, yet 
whey tie was going to relt at night, he would-throw' off his 
Gown and ſay, Lie there, Lord Treaſurer : What he did going 


to bed, we muſt do when-we go to this heavenly banquet; 
though the concernments of our families and callings throng 
wat other times, yet when we go to hear or read the in- 
comparable word, we mult lay chem by with,” Lie here, all 
«f thoughts of this lower 'beggerly world. 'Thus I have dil- 
patched the firſt particular, Preparation for the Word. 
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QeEcondly, I come now to the ſecond, which is, Thy car. Wl. they 
riage at the Word : in reference to which, I thall cons 
mcnd to thee theſe three things. ), 
1, When thou art hearing or reading, ſet thy ſelf ſerinu 6 ; 

& in the-preſence of God. God {etteth b.fore thee in his word, 
and offereth to. thee life or death, bleſling or curſing, his is 
finite. favour or fury, heaven or hell ; and, Friend, are theh dut 
things to be jeſted with ? Imitate Cornehus in his carri His 
when he was to. hear Peter, We are all bere preſent before Gd "_ 
to beay all things that are commanded thee of G1d, Adi. 10. 3g w 
The piety of this Centurion appeareth'in the ground and 


motive of his. hearing z ' he came not to hear men, but God: 6 
to hear all things whith are commanded thee of God. 2.1n th " 
racions manner of his hearing » he doth not fay, We areal oy 
| 83 preſent before thee, but, Ie are all here preſent before Gi F 
When the heart is awed with the apprehenſion of a D+ bu 
vine preſence, the iron gates ofthe ears will flic open d _ 
their own accord, and give the word a free paſſage. Th & 


creature dares not but hcarken diligently to the ſpeech an 
that God, .on whoſe breath depends his life and death 
when he ſceth. him immediately befaxe his cycs. T cen feat Pp 
by experience, faith Eraſmus, that there is little good to be gt A 
the Scripture, if a man read or hear it curſorily and «a * - 
keſly, but if a man doit out of conſcience, and as in kt 
ſence, he ſhall find ſuch an efficacy in it, as is not to be found n 4 
any other book, This ſctting thy (cf ſcriouſly, as in Gods O 
preſence, is like the Maſter's cye to his ſervant, whichwl h 
make him ply his work whether he would or not; ort © 
ther like: the fire to the Smiths.bar of iron, which doth 6 l 
mollife it, that he ſtriking whilſt it is hot, may beat it into 4 
what form and mould he plcaſcth. ol 
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This temper of foul in the Thiſſzlunians was o great 
2 favour, that Paul thought he could rever praiſe the At « 
thor of it ſufhcizntly :; For this cauſe thank, we God without 
ceafmg, that when ye heard the word of God, ye heard it not as the 
word of man, but 4s it is indeed the word of God, 1 Theſ.2 13. 
The Apoſtle knew his children could not but thrive, when 
they received their meat in ſuch a manner as the IVord of 
* God, It is the ſpeech of Senaclers concerning, Dj rrirns the 
Martyr, Methought when I beard bim ſpeak, I beard the Hyly 
Ghſt himſelf preaching to me. 

Truly the want of this, is one main cauſe why tie Word 
of God doth fo little good. The Devil is very diligent at 
duties : he 41s every Lords Day the firſt at Church : The Chil- 
dren of God never gather together, but Satan is among(t them. 
His great delign 1s, to render this Engine of the Word 
fruitlc(s , whereby the Strong-holds of his Kingdom have 
been battered and broken down, Therefore as a Jaylor will 
ſometimes let his priſoners have their hands and feet at l- 
berty, ſo long as the doors of the Priſon are barred and 
bolted, that they cannot run away z So he will let thee have 
thy hand at liberty tor ſome acts of charity, and thy feet at 
liberty to walk in ſome paths of civility, fo long as he can 
but have the doors of thine car and heart lockt faſt, that thou 
canſt not get from.him : He knoweth Chriſt waiteth at 
the outward door of the car, that he might thereby 
come to the inward door of thy heart, and deliver thee a 

r Captive out of his hands : For this cauſe, if it be 
poſſible, he will keep the fireet-door ſhut, he will hinder 
ghee from hearing as in Gods preſence, he will find thee 
other work to do than to hear 3 it may be he will get thee to 
play and toy, as he doth many great ones; or if not, to be 
talking to thy pew-fellows, or to be reading ( poſſibly forne- 
what hinful, at leaſt fornewhat unſeaſonable ) or to have thy 
heart in thine own houſe, whileſt thy body is in Gods houſe; 
or as a child, though thou art at thy book, he will make thee 
look off, if but a Butter-fly come by , he will fect thee 


about ſome buſineſs or other, unleſs thou art ſerious as in 
| OF Gods 
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Gods fight, that thou ſhalt neyer have ſo mnch leiſure a x _ | 


hear, even when thou art in the Church, 

It is r.ported of Henyy the third, King of France, that in | 
ſolemn Proceſſion at Paris, he could not be without his | 
ſter z who walking between the King and the Cardinal,nu& 


murth to them both 3- im the mcan time there was brave & þ the 
votion. Alas, they that hear in jeſt, will tind Fell to be + 

in earneſt ; Were not men Indjans and Inhdels in Ep xl 
liſh habits; did they but believe the invaluable worth oil * "7 
their ſouls,the conſequence and weight of theirunchangabkW «1. ; 
eltatcs z- what a (carching, trying time the hour of death wil __ 
be 3 and what dreadtul, terrible things will be {cen at the dy the ly 
of Judgement : Good Lord, how would they hear ! Th (peak 
Mimiter need not call to them to attend to the Word « to ſet 


God,they would of themſelves give it their cars, and ming If 
and hearts, and think a!l too little tor it. ith 

2. Apply the Word to thy ewn ſou!; The Word is afalved 
{overaign vertue. Some talk of the Weapon-ſalve, thatit WM ,,44 
heals at a diſtance; but th: Word will not; it muſt be ap- If 
plyed to the ſore, or it will never cure. The Word is ſeed, fl pairh 
Preaching is the ſowing of this ſeed application of it to thy Ml 44; 
heart, 15 the harrowing of this ſeed into the earth : If the ſeed 


n th 
be thrown on the ground, and not harrowed in, we can't yas 
pet no harveſt. . Conl 

A good hearer 15 faid to eat the Word : Thy words wm if 


found by me, and I did eat them,[cr. 15. 16. Et of my bread, il (1, 
and drink of the wine which T have mingled, Prov. 9.5. Its 
not the bread in the Cupboard of the Bible, or on the 
Table of a Sermon, which will nouriſh thy foul, unleſs Ml £4; 
be by application of it to thy ſelf, eaten and taken down WM wo. 
mtothy ſtomack : The glaſs of Wine jn thine hand, willn« WW 6&1; 
make thy heart glad ; the precious promiſes in thine u 
ears will not_ rejoyce thee , they muſt by: application be Wl not 
drunk down, then they will refreth and comtort thy Cot» Wl Gos 
{cience. Subba 

Faichyjs both the mouth to receive in, and theſtomack to WM rain 
digeſt this ſpiritual food. It is worthy thy —_—_— 
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how frequently the Holy Ghoſt attributeth the famous > 
ts, and heroick acts of the Word, -to: this Commander in 
chief, under whoſe couragious and wiſe cond it warreth, 
The Word fighteth boldly, and worketh miraculoultly un- 
der Faiths banner : The Goſpel of Chriſt is the power of God 
to ſalvation to them that believe, Rom. 1. 16. 1t pleaſed God 
by the fooliſameſs of preaching, to ſave them that believe, 1 Cor. 
1.21. ſo alſo 2 Tim. 3. 15. Application is the life both of 
preaching and hearing. 

It the Threatmings and Curſes of the Law are preached, 
faith is to them as the powder to the bullet, cauling -them 
to make grievous havock, and todo great execution upon 
! the lults of a man. Faith turneth thoſe ſtones, as I may 
* Ne BY (oeak, into bread, and helpeth the Chriltian ( like Sampſon ) 
to ſetcy meat ont of the eater. 
und, It the Precepts and Commands of the Law-are preached, 

Faith is the eye to ſce the Equity in them, and the Ex» 
Ived cellency of them, and Faith is the hand to put them into 
practice, 
oY If the Promiſes and Comforts of the Goſpel are preached, 
(eed, BY Faich is to them as InduRtion to a Minittcr, it gives him 
O thy actual poſſcſhon of them, it makes them his own. Faith 
: feed WY in the Threatnings, cauſeth Humiliation ; Faith in the Pre- 
10 BY ceptscauſeth SubjeRtion 3 and Faith in the Promiſes worketh 
Conſolation, 

If at any time thou goeſt from hearing dead and undone, 
read, WH thou mayclt {ay to Faith, as Martha to Chriſt, If thaw badjt 
Its tern bere, my ſoul had not dyed. Thc unbeliever, like a man 
bi m a ſwoon , ſhuts his mouth agaiuſt thoſe life-recalling 
"50 Cdials which arc before him in the Goſpel. Other fins 
4 wound the foul, but Unbelicf, like Foab, firnkes under the 
ly hich cib, and kills outright. 

Unbelict ſpoileth: all. An Unbeliever is dead , he can- 
F not hear Chriſt in his Word; he is blind, he cannot fee 
ol» i God in the Golpclz like Hagar , though a Fountain+be be- 
fore him, he bcholdeth it not. Unbeliet makes the Word like 
0 By rain upon Rocks, wholly uſcle(s and fruitleſs, What is 
pk ſaid 
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aid of the Eflential Word, is truc of the Revealed Wy The 
It can do_no mighty works, becauſe of their nnbelief. Uuhe, WM They | 


lief is a Bylwark whereby tin ſecureth it (lt, again 
the darts and ſhot which the Word diſchargeth at ir'WMlthe dul 
What was the reaſon that the Word was not helpful MWkice cc 
to the Jews, Heb. 4.2. The word preached did n t profi W's wo! 
them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. Un. 
bclick was the creck in the Glaſs, through which thi 
incſtimable Water ot Lite did leak out , and { wala, ti 
lott. hen tf 
Nay, What made the Word hurtfull to them ? ThifWter he 
leaven of Unbclict ſowred all; x Pet. 2.8. That RoWhvhen Þ 
on which Faith builds an houſe which reacheth up to Wcrted, 
Heaven, Unbclict ſfiumbleth at, and tumbleth the ſoul ing Mnd the 
Hell. Ww Wi 
3. Let the Word come with Authority and Power 1 th Wocth « 
Conſcience : This 15 one of the chicke(t ingredients that! 
eth to the compolition of a Preacher, that he ſpeak ny 
did, in demonſtration of the Spirit, and of power, 1 Cor. 2.4 
By this force whercwith he ſpake, and cxccution whigMvhen h 
he did, that incomparable pattern of Preachers, the Captuy 
of our Saivation, was diltinguifhed from the Phariſces, why 
in diſcharge of this holy Ordinance, only made falſe fire: 
He taught. as one having Authority, and not as the Scribe; Wiirin: 
And the people were aſtoniſhed at his Dotirine, Matt." 
2.u/t,vcr. He is the belt Souldicr, who in this Warfare make 
bloodicft work among(t our ſpiritual Enemies. This ito the 
preaching to purpoſe. 
This is allo the beſt diſpoſition requiſite in a Religiq 
hearer 3 For our Gofpel came not ts you in word only, but in pow, 
2 Thef.1.15. When the Word of God cometh like a mig 
ty ruſhing wind. rooting up the tall Trees of thy fins, bring 
ing down high thoughts, overturning all before it; wha 
as fire, it burn.th within thee, conſuming thy luſts, a 
curning thee into its own likeneſs, making thee holy, 
ritual and heavenly; -O this is excellence hearmg , this oF witl 
bearing to purpole. the 
| Tix 
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The word is Preached to many, and not to their profit. 
They hear the Miniſter as Chickens hear the Hett 3 the Hen 
calls to the Chickens to come to her, they lye (craping m 
the duſt, fill many timcs and will not hear her, til the 
Kite come and devoureth them. So God endeavourcth in 
bis word by his Minitters to cluck finners to himfelf :; F7ſ- 
crieth, underjtanding putteth forth ber voice ; But they 
ye ſcratching, and digging in the earth, and will not hear 
um, till at Laſt the Devil comes and dcltroyeth them 3 but 
hen the word cometh with power, the foul heareth it as 
Pater heard the Cock 3 He gocth out and weepeth bitterly, 
hen he hears of the boundleſs mercy which he hath de- 
red, and the matchleſs miſery. which he hath deſerved ; 
d the infinite love which he hath abuſed,and the tightcous 
w which he hath tranſgrefled, he iscut to the heart, he 
zoeth out and weeps bitterly. | 
The word is compared to rain, Demt. 32. 2. now the rain 
alls upon flints and doth no good 3; makes no impreflion. 
miiers drop it on many to as little purpoſe, as Bede did 
yhen he Preached to an heap of ſtones. They ſperid their 
gth in vain, and labour ia-vainz nay, like many high- 
ayes and low grounds, they arc the worſe for theſe ſhow- 
15. But this rain falls on others to much advantage z My 
Dotrine ſhall drop as the rain , and my ſpeech ſhall diftill as the 
w,45 the ſmall rain upon the tender graft, and 4s the ſhowers on 
bearbs,Dcut.3 2.2. The tine {oft ſhower of the word, ſoaks 
ito their affect1ons, fofteneth their hearts, and makes them 
uitful in holineſs. 
The Naturaliſts obſerve of the Salamander, that though 
e live 1n the fire conttantly,yet the 15 never the hotter. How 
oful 15 the condition of thoufands who live all their dayes 
der the Word of God,in which 1s kindled the heavenly fire 
Gods infinite love in Chritt to poor finners, and the hcll- 
re of the hideous horrid nature of fin, yet they are never 
te hotter ! nerther. warmed with the former, nor Korch- 
with the latter nay, though theſe fires are ſometimes 
the workmen who divide the word aright, heated ( as 1 
Dd may 
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may ſay ) ſeven times hotter than ordinary. ( by diſcoygy wiſeel; 
the freeneſ5:( without, yea, againſt deſert) fulnels ( a kne majeſty 
-unknown love.) and faftne{s (whom he Joveth, he lover &n. do 
the end ). of this divine affcRion, and by declaring the wil c... i 
neſs and loathſomnels of corruption, in its contrariety wif ich 
righteous,Law,and a gracious Lord and in its oppoſitioy not ans 
the ſouls happineſs and perfection, that the very Mini; »r4; 
who take them up,to put them into this fire, are themſe belt. | 
with the extremity of its heat, turned into a live Coal, Mom t+ 
all in a flame cf love to the bleſſed God, and hatred agai ſpectc 
his and their enemy, fin; yct theſe hearers like the thelfiWwere 
Children are not touched wich all this tire, their garments M;þins: - 
not ſo. much. as findged, nor the leatt ſmell of the fire WMyur in 
them. O wotul wonder ! Letar 
What little comfort can poor Miniſters take in their lf :cher 
when they converſe with ſuch dead carkaflcs, though t pleaſan 
cut them with the Laws curſe, pierce them to thegw As | 
( one would think |) with the terrible day of judgementaoth th 
the unquenchable hre, yet they ail nothing, feel nothing, operati 
complain not at all. of juds 
Reader, when thou art hearing, let thy care be, thatiWMycred, 
foul may be changed into the {imilitude of the ScriptulliM4:ce of 
that the word may come with power. When the thre ogenes 
nings are ſhot off, do thou fall down bctore them with talfthe E14 
My fleſh trembleth for fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy that hi 
zeons judgements ; When God thundred, Foftahs heart traifierim; C 
bled. When thou viewelt the precepts and patterns int back a ( 
word; labour to reſemble them; It 1s ſaid of the Earl Lever th: 
arus, one much given to paſſion, that he was cured by wil@turecit, 
ing and hearing ot Chrilts patience, Wo, / 
When the glad tidings of peace are Preached, let thief Sata 
heart leap with hope. O let the nearer.approach of the Wh, c2r, 
call forth, and ripen thy truits of righteouſneſs. When the m 
Law comes like a corrolive cating out thy tcſtered fAiclh raciows 
corruption z when the Goſpel 15 like a leaitive both retre 
ing and refining thee, then they come with power ; 
the threatnings like wine (earch the wound, and the pt 
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miſes like Oyle heal it, then it cometh with authority and 
majeſty. It ſearch be made by a reproof for thy beloved 
fin, do not like Rachel hide it, neither do thou fret when thy 
fore is touched; but - hold thine arm forth tothat knite 
which ſhould prick thy vein, and let out thy bad blood. Be 
not angry when a Prophet {mites thee in the name of the 
Lord; Believe it, he that hates thy ſins moſt, loveth thee 
beſt, If thou favour thy lufts ſo much as to keep them (ate 
rom the Sward of the Spirit, it will prove like Forams re- 
ſpe&to Fehr, thme own deſtrudtion. ''Fheir hearts '(lirely 
were very rugged, which crycd out, Propheſie unto ws ſmith 
thinzs ; Thoſe tcet are very fore or gouty, which cannot go 
but in downy,moſſie walks, where the ground yields to them, 
Let a reproot be welcome for his ſake that ſendeth it. Thy 
Father knoweth that a bitter potion'{@metimts; though not 
pleaſant, yet 15 profitable to thee. - v7 + 4/111 Grit 157» ,. 

As the working of phyſtck kindly and well; cormmendeth 
both the Phylitian, and body of the Patient3'f6 thepowertul 
operation of the Scriptures, whether of the purging: potions 
of judgements denounced, or cordial julips of mercics difco- 
vered, do highly applaud both the skill'of thy Saviout, atd 
Rate of thy (ſoul. It 1s written of Philetws a Difciple of Her- 

oener the Conjurer, that going to diſpute with' St. Fames 
he Elder, the Apoſtle Preached Chriſt to him fo powertully, 
hat he returned to his Maſter, and told him, Mages abie- 

am, Chriſtianus red:o;, I went forth 4 Conyurer, but am 'come 
ck 2 Chriftian ;” O how happy will it be for thee; if what- 
er thine end were in going to Church 3 yet when-thou re- 
vrecſt, thou canſt upon good ground lay ; I went forth 
round, but am come home hnmble;, I went to Church ©a bondſlzve 
Satan, but am returned a free man of Chriſt ; I went ont earth- 
h, carnal, a malicions 'and bbſtinate ſinner : But for 'ever bleſſed 
e the moft high God, TI am come back,, an heavenly, ſpiritual, and 
wracious Saint, by LENT | 


Dd 2 7. + CHAP: 


\# 
on 


of the Cbriſtiaw's duty after Hearing, \ 


CHAP. XVIL 
Of the Chriſtian's duty after Hearing, 


Hirdly, Iproceed now to the third thing, which is, 

behaviour after Hearing or Reading 3 and I muſt tell th 
that it concerneth theenow to be very watchful ; for n 
Birds wait to peck up the corn, as ſoon as the Husbandmy 
hath ſowed it. Our Saviour telleth us, He that receives 
among thorns, is be that bearith the word, and the care of 
IV orld, and the deceitfineſs of riches choke the Word, and by 
comet b unfruitfiel, Mat. 13. 32. As High-way men watcht 
honeſt Countreyman, as he cometh from the Fair, where 
bath fold his Cattel, and. filled bis purſe, and then ſet 
him, and rob him : So do the cares of the world 
boneſt Chriſtian, as: he cometh from the Word, where 
got ſome Spiritual treaſure, and then tall upon him top 
der him. 

Beſides, Satan is fo ſubtle, that he will be ſure to ha 
the ſoul aftexs Reading or Hearing the Word ; Wha 
one beareth the Word, then cometh the wicked one, and catc 
away that which was ſown in his heart, Mat. 13.19. Thek 
ſon (then) 15 worthy our obſervation : When the Chr 
bath made a good meal, then the Devil tryeth all his » 
and tricks to makr. hin vomit it-up again. Servants wh 
they. carry full cups-'of. wane inthe.,midſt of unlucky bd 
mult be wary, and watchful, or they will ſpill it. Somept 
ple take Phylick, and though it doth them ſome good aty 
ſent, yer-all is quickly.marr'd by their neglc& of th 
rules. which ſhould be: obſerved afterwards : The W 
( polbbly-) when;thow-heardit it, made fome work amd 
thy. afieQtions.;. the. beauty of Chriſts perſon was diſpl 
t-fore thine eyes, and thy Love began to fall in love -witht 
SaVour 3 the extremity of his paſſion was deſcribed to the 
and tijne heart began todoath the cauſe thereof, thy fi 
Well zow then, thy conſcience is a litcle _ 

awaken 
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awakened, and the pores of thy foul opened ; ſhould(t thou 
go into the cold preſently, all would come to nothing. If 
water be taken from the fire, when it is a lictle warm, it 
cooleth quickly z he that would have it boil, mult rather 
increaſe the fire. 

There are two things which God requireth of thee, 
after hearing and reading the Word 3 namely, Prayer, and 
Pradiice. | 

1. Prayer , Petition tor a bleſſing upon the word, and 
Thanksgiving fox the bleſling of the Word. 

Petition for a bleſſing upon the Word: Aﬀter the ſeed is 
ſown, the influence of heaven mult caule it to ſpring up and 
ripen, dr otherwiſe there will be no harveſt. Paul may 
plant, and Apollo water, but God muſt give the encreaſe, 1 Cor. 
3. 6. The Miniſter preacheth, thou hearcſt, but it 15the 
Lord who teacheth to profit. Thou mailt, like Mary, have 
Chriſt before thee in a Sermon, and yet not know hun till 
he diſcover himfelt to thee. The Exmch could read of 
Chriſt in the Prophet, but could not reach Chriſt till God 
came to his Chariot. There is a two-fold light requikite to 
a bodily viſion, light in the eye, and light inthe air, the 
former cannot ( as weexperience in the night) do it with- 
out the latter. There 15 alſo a two-fold light neceſſary to 
ſpiritual fight ; belide the light of underſtanding which is 
In a man, there muſt be illumination from the Spirit of God, 
or there will be no beholding the Lord in the glaſs of the 
Word. 

When the Diſciples had heard Chriſt's doQtrine, they 
were not able to underſtand or profit by his preaching, and 
therefore they cry to him, Lord, open to us this Parable. 
When thou haſt read or heard the word, go to God, and 
lay, Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy ſtatutes \, give me nnder- 


ſtanding and I ſhall keep thy Law, yea, I ſhall obſerve- 3t with my- 


whole heart. Make me to go in the path of thy. commandments. 
Encline my heart unto thy teſtimonies, and not unto — 
Pal. 119.33.to 37. Intreat God to write his Law on't 
fleſhly tables of - thine heart. Bernard obſerves , : bodily 
Dd 3 bread 
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bread in the cupboard may beeaten of mice, or mouldex _ 
and walte ; but when it is. taken down' into the body, is | 
it is free from ſuch danger : It God cnable thee to take of | 
thy ſoul-food down into- thine heart, it is fate from Ho 
hazards. | Far 
Thanksgiving. Conlider what a diltinguifhing mercy, fair 
what a precious trealure the word of Godisz; how with. the 
out it thou hadſi for ever been both unholy and unhappy; kaf 
how by it thou maiſt eternally be both gracious and. glori. cles 
ous; and without queſtion thou wilt - find cauſe to ble aih 
the giver for ſuch a rare and profitable gift. The. Apoſlle is 
L ranketh this favour amongſt the bleſſings of the higheſt torm, ki 
What advantage hath the Few ? or what profit is there of cir- {tic 
exmcifion * Much every way , chiefly, that unto them were co. ej 
mitted the Oracles of God. And the Plalmilt mentioning this of 1 
differencing mercy, concludeth it with, Praiſe ye the Lord, fr 
Pal. 147. 2. lt. m 
The light of the Sun, Moon and Stars is of ſach con- T 
cernment to men, that without them the beauty of the old c0 
Creation would be buricd in darkneſs 3 and therefore the th 
children of God have given the moſt High the credit of thoſe pt 
| greater and leſſer Candles, Pſal. 1 36:7,8,9. nay,thcy have ſeen Tl 
eternal love by thoſe Luminaries. The Light of God's Law d, 
and Word is of infinitely more worth; for by it the glory 't 
and beauty of the new Creation, and that curious piece of v 
man's Redemption, is ſecn and known. What honour then » 
doth God deſerve for this tavour ? 4 
Euſeh, Hiſt, — Ptolomy King of Egypt was at great coſt and charge to have w 
lib, 5. cap. *: the Law of the Fews tranſlated by the Septuagint into*Ml + *S; 
Greek, Thou halt the Old and New Teſtament both at a tl 
cheap and eafic rate ; thou maiſt read thy Father's will in f 
thy Mother-tongue ; thou haſtin it a ſuitable medicine for 7 
every malady, fſcaſonable fuccour in all thy miſcries, the c: 
coltlieſt cordials and choiceſt comforts, without momy and tl 
without price, And ſurely all this deſerveth thanks and d 
praiſe ? h 


» Didſi thou but know the miſery of thoſe places and per- 
IT ſons 
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ſons who want the word, ſurely thy heart could not but be 
affected with thy mercy 'in the enjoyment of the word. It 
is ſometimes deſcribed by famine, I will ſend a famine, nat 
of bread and water, but of hearing the word of the Lord, Amos 4. 
How dreadful are the concomitants and conſequents of 
Famine! what ſhrivel'd cheeks, hollow eyes, pale vilages, 
fainting hearts, and trembling limbs, have men in a famine ! 
they ſcem rather ike walking gholts, and-moving car- 
kafles, than living creatures. The tongne of the ſitcking child 
cleaveth to the roof of his mouth for thirſt , the young children 
atk bread, and no man breaketh it unto them, Their viſage 
is blacker than a coal, they are not known in the ſtreets, their 
thin cleaveth to their bones, it is withered, it is become like a 
flick The hands of the pitiful women have ſodden their own 
children, they were their meat in the dejtruttion of the daughter 
of my people, Lam. 4. 4, $, 10, Theſe ( Friend )are the wotul 
fruits of a bodily famine, but a ſoul famine 1s the ſorer ta- 
mine. How many ſtarve for want of the bread of lite ! 
Thou fitteſt ( it may be ) at a full table, but couldſt thou 
conceive what millions tamiſh for lack of this ſpiritual tood, 
thou wouldit pray to God earneſtly to pity ſuch places, and 
praiſe him heartily for providing ſo plentifully tor thee. 
Their miſery is ſometimes {ct forth by darkneſs, and the ſha- 
dw of death, darkneſs 1s dreadful, though but external ; 
'twas one of the greateſt plagues which betell the Ezyptians. 
When 7ob would curſe his day with a witneſs, what is his 
wiſh? Let darknefi and the ſhadow of death ſtain it, let a cloud 
dwell upon it, let the blackneſi of the day terrifie it, Fob 4,4. It 
was fad when Pax] and his companions faw neither Sun nor 


* ®Stars in many days; but O how ſad is it, when men ſee not 


the Sn of righteouſnel(s ſhining in the heavens of the Go- 
ſpel all their days Such may enjoy the light of God's pro- 
vidence, but they enjoy not the light of his countenance. How 
can they work, that want the light of the word to dire 
them ? or how can they walk ? Surely they that walk in the 
dark ſtumble, ( the dark corners of the earth are full of the ba 
bigations of cruelty ) and fall even into hell, Where no Fu 
10n 
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fion is, the people periſh. O, Reader, what infinite cauk 


baſt thou to bleſs the Lord, that thou art not in their cop. 
dition ! If thou haſt any compaſſion for the poor, dark, dead 
ſouls, be inſtant with the Lord 3 pray, O ſend out thy ligh 
and thy truth, that thy ways may be known upon earth, and 


ſaving health unto all generations. 1t thou halt any affeQion to, 


thy own foul, praiſe God for his Law. Bleſſed be the Lin 
who hath ſhexon us light. Procopius reporteth, that nigh tg 


the Pole, where the night endureth for many months to. 


gether, the Inhabitants in the end oftheir long night, gu 
upto the top of the mountains, ſtriving who ſhall have the 
hrſt {ight of the Sun, and a$ ſoon as they fee it, they ems 
brace and hug each other, crying out, Ecce, Sol appare ; 
Behold, Ln, the Sun, the Sun appeareth. This poor Iſland 
had along night of darkneſs, when the pcople i it ſerved 
dumb idols and devils; bleſſed for ever be the unſearch« 
able goodneſs of God, the Sun of the Goſpel hath ap. 
peared amongſt us, Nay, as it's faid of Rbodes, it may be 


fa:d of England, The Sun always ſhines on it. What ſhall we - 


render to the Lord for this benefit. 

On the Town- houſe of Geneva 15 written upona Marble 
Table, in letters of gold, Poſt tenebras, lux , After darknef, 
light. In remembrance of, and thankfulneſ3 for their delis 
verance trom the pride, power, tyranny, and abominations 
ot the Pope, Anno, 1535. I doubt not but we in theſe 
parts of the world, have as much cauſe to fet up a monu- 
ment of praiſe and thanks to the bleſſed God, tor beltowing 
v pon us the light of his glorious Goſpel, and trecing us from 
the power of that man of pride, who exaltcth himſelf above 
all that 1s called Gud. : 

Reader, is it not a priviledge for thee, to fit by the fire of 
the Word, when many poor fouls are treczing in the cold ? 
tor thee to walk in the light of the word, when many 
fit 1n darkncls and the ſhadow of death ! tor thee to be 


clothed out of the rich Wardrobe of the Word, when many: : 


heve their- nakedneſs appearing to their eternal ſhame ! 
nay, what an advantage haſt thou, that when thouſands 
| and 
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and millions, have none to give them bread, but ftarve and - 
fmiſh, thou halt a Table fairly ſpread, and fully furniſhed 
with all ſorts of food, both forneceſſity and delight ! yea,and 
if tickne(s hinger thee from coming dowry to Dine or Sup 
with thy brethren and fiſters, upon chat day of exccedings, 
the Lords day, thy God is ſo tender of thee, that he ſend- 
eth thee fomewhat up to thy chamber ( alloweth thee his 
Bible and bl fling at home ) for thy nouriſhment and com+ 
fort z O that men would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſi, and 
bis wonderful works to the children of men. my td 

2. Pruftice; When the Preacher hath done in the Palpit, 
the Hcarer muſt begin in his praQtice : He heareth a Sermon 
beſt, who practiſeth it molt, what one faith of P/2l. 119. 1 
may ſay of the whole Scriptures, They are verbs vivenda, non 

enda, words to be lived, more than to be read or beard. A 
Chriſtians life ſhould be a legible Comment on Gods Law. 
The (trokes in Muſick mult anſwer tv the notes aud rules 
ſet down 1n the Leflon. 

[t 5 obſcrvable that the blood was to be fprinkled. on 
Aarons right car, right thumb, and great toe of his right 
foot, Exod. 29. 20. the tirlt did note his right hearing the 
Word, the {xcond and third his working according, to it, and 
walking in it. The doing, not the hearing or reading Chri- 
tian, goeth away with the bleſſing z And be ſaid, yea rather, 
bleſſed are they that bear the Word of God and kgep it, Luke 11.28. 
The occaſion of the expreſſion is confiderable ; one of Chriſts 
hearers having taſted , was ſo taken with the luſciguſneſs 
of his Dorine, that ſhe could not before all the - 

y forbear commending the Tree tor the fruits fake, 
Bo is the womb that bare thce, and the paps which thou haſt 


fucked; Tea, rather ( faith Chriſt ) Bleſſed are they that bear 
the Word of God and keep itz In which words he doth not. 


deny her aſſertion, but her inferencc, or the foundation of 
it. . Mary though happy, yet was not ſo happy in bear- 
ng the eſſential, as in keeping the Written Word of God. 
She was rathcr bleſſed in having Chriſt formed in her, 


than in having him formed of her 3 It was her greater 
Ee honour 


' 


of the Chriſtian's duty after Hearing. 


17 


Els oy Tagn- 
$6.3u7t» 


EEE 


honour and happineſs to be a- member of Chriſt, than't 
be the Mother of Chriſt. The'Porter is not fo rich by ca 
rying a bag of Gold, as the Merchant that oweth it. The 
Chriſtian only that keepeth/the word of Chrilt, 1s truly & 
lated to Chriſtthe Word, Marth. 1 2.4. 

It is reported of the Nobles of Polonia , that whenthe 
Goſpel is read, they lay their hands upon their Swords, and 
begin to draw them 3 intimating thereby , that they wil 
detend it with the hazard of their lives : Saints muſt þ; 
ready to dye for the Goſpel, but a Chriſtian may defeng 
it as truly by an holy lite, as by a bloody death. A fea 
dalous converſation, is an offence to Religion, and openeth 
the mouths of its enemies : but as tire 15 a good defence 
to a man in a Wilderneſs, againſt the fury of rave 
nous Beaſts, fo the heat of grace flaming , and the ligh 
of holineſs ſhining in the lives of Proteflors , defendeth 
the, word againſt its oppoſers. A Sermon practiſed, #1 
Sermon in Print, and by 1t the hearer teacheth all the Week 


long. large 

The . Romans were commended for obeying from th WM the \ 
beart , the form of dodirine delivered to them , Rom.'6.11.M title 
In the Original it is whereunto they were delivered ;, 1 n h 
good hearer , as 1 ſaid before, is one that cats the worl Fl the © 
now as meat eaten becomes one with the body, all 4m 
takes the ſame form with it, the body and meat ar kc 
fo much the ſame, that they are one, and you cannot x Le 
know them aſunder: So the Word is well heard, wha he 6 
it-becomes one with the Chriftian, when they are both MW ane. 
the fame form; the hearcr is delivered up into tiff » *R; 
likeneſs and form of the Scripture ; the Word of Gol 1h, $ 
may be read in cvery leaf, in every line of the volume Sm 
of his life. Obſe 

Our blefſed Saviour deſcribing good hearers, tells WM their 
they are ſuchas bring forth truit, ſome #hirty, ſore ſixty, ſonrWMl the 1 
an hundred fold, Mat. 13-23. And elſewhere he compares (WM drens 
obedient hearcr, to'the man who built his houſe upon 1 ber þ 
Rock, which ſtood firm and immovrable in the midit *M The 


a) 


_— 
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_ 


Of the Chriſtian's dwuty after Hearing. 
3k winds, wav:s, and weather 3 and the man that heareth 
and doth not praQtiſe, to him who built upon the ſands, 
which houſe quickly fell, when the winds blew, and the 
waves b:zat, Mat. 7. latter end, His meaning and intention 
(Reader) was to quicken thee and me to mind ſubjection to 
the Word, without which we mult periſh. Suppoſe thou 
art never ſo great an hearer, yet it not a doer , thou de- 
ceivelt thine own ſoul ; Alas, what will become of the fre. 
quent hearer , when the 2on ,. or negligent doer ſhall be 
thrown to Hell ! . 

[ have read a ſtory of two men, who walking together, 
found a young Tree laden with fruit, they both gathered, 
and fatisficd themſelves at preſent ; One of them took all 
the remaining fruit, and carried it away with hum 3 the other 
took the Tree, and planted it in his own ground, where it 
proſpered , and brought forth fruit every year; that 
though the former had more at preſent, yet' this had ſome 
when he had none ; They who hear the Word, and have 
large memories, and nothing elle, may carry away molt of 
the Word at preſent z yet he that (poſſibly) can remember 
little, who carrieth away the Tree,” plants the Word 
in his heart, and obeys it in his life, ſhall have fruit when 
the other hath none : The practical memory, is the great- 
eſt mercy. 

It is reported of a good man, that coming from 
a LeQure, and being demanded, Whether all were done, 
he ſhould fetch a deepligh, and lay, Allis ſaid, but all is noe 
done. 

* Reader, when thou haſt heard the word, conſider, though 
the Sermon be at an end, yet there mult not be an end of the 
Sermon. PraCtice, which 15 the heart of hearing, is ſtil] behind. 
Obſerve the properties of thoſe perſons to whom , and 
their poſterity, God will be propitious , The mercy of 
the Lord is from everlafting , and his righteouſneſt to chil- 
drens children To ſuch as keep his Covenants, and remm- 
ber bis Commandments to do them, Pſalm 103. 17, 18. 


They are deſcribed by their a#; they lay the word up; 
EEC 2 they 


UMI 


<_ — 


Of the Chriſtian's duty after Hearing, 


C— CO — 


they remember bis Commandments ; and by their end, to tho! 
the word out in their lives, to do them, A good hugbay and 
having received a bag of money, locketh it up late, thy tind 
none may rob him of it, and as occafion is, fetcheth il /##% 
down, and layeth it out, ſome tor food, ſome tor cloath Na 
ſome tor rent, ſome tor ſervants wages, ſome for thi you 
ſome for that, as his neceſſities require: So ( Friend ) & your 
thou lay up the precious Treaſure of the word fate to 


the Cabinet of thine heart, and bring it out as thy oc (o 
fions call for it in thy life : Art thou in adverſity, fetch w Dri 
the Promiſes fer '"y comfort > broach that ſtrong liquor ma) 
which was purpoſely tunned up for thee againſt a groan anc 
hour : This is my comfort im mine afflition, for thy word haj or 
quickned me, Plalm 119. 15. Art thou in proſperity, brin cha 
forth the precepts for thy carriage : Look to that Card will ©! 
Compaſs by which thou mayeſt ſail evenly and trim, not loo 
withitanding thoſe high winds, and ſwelling waters; 1 ho 
Word is a light to my feet, and a lamp to my paths, Plaln on 
119. 4+ Wouldft thou reſiſt and conquer Satans Temptation} pe! 
The word is a Shield , which ( as they fay of Vale g! 


Armour ) is full proof againft all thruſts and darts; þ # 
the words of thy mouth, I have kept my ſelf from the path pr 
the deſtroyer, Plalm 17. 4. Nay, fetch but this Sword of th oc 

Spirit out of Gods Armory, and the Devil will run lik 
a Coward ; he is more afraid of it, than Leviathan pl: 
xame-ſake is of the Sword-fiſh , which ſome write, & * 
dreadeth more than all the fiſh in the Ocean. Thy Savior x 
gave Satan ſuch a wound with the Sword of the Word, tl ' © 
he feeleth it to this day. If thou would}t overcome the witli * *'0 
inſimuations,do but feed on the word, and thou wilt ſcorn th fa 
ſcraps of the world. As the Greeks in their failing to fed th 
the Golden Fleece, when the Syrens endeavoured to inchat by 
them with their Songs, found he'p againſt thoſe aſſaults at 
hearkning to Orpheus pipe : So when that Harlot the Wot la 
' ſirivethto bewitch thee with her pleaſant voice, and py d 
ſonous breath, thereby to hinder thy purſuit of & . 
t 


Golden Crown of Righteouſneſs , do. but hearken * 
that 


of the Chriſtian's duty after Hearing. 


choſe Spiritual Songs, that raviſhing 'Mutick, thoſe high 
and noble delights which are in the Goſpel, and thou wilt 
tind aſſured help. That thy corruptions within thee mzy be 
ſubdued, let fill the Word of God be conſulted : Thou 
mayeſt find mn 1t ſuch a bit and curb, «s will brid!c thy 
youthful moſt headfirong lufts : By what means may a 
young man cleanſe his way ? by taking heed thereto according 
to thy Word, Plalm 119. 11. It thine evithumors be never 
ſo many and filthy z yet the Word, like the Catholjeon 
Drug, is inſtead of all purges. That thy Relation-duties 
may be performed, the holy Scriptures mult be tetcht out, 
and minded. Whether thou art an Husband, or Wife, 
or Parent, or Child, or Matter, or Servant, to defray the 
charge of all thoſe duties, thou mayelt take enough out 
of the Word of God. It is a well drawn Picture, that 
looks on all that look on it, and it guides thee by its eye 
how to order and govern thy feet z on what ground ſo- 
ever thou ſtandeft, whether on the higher ground of a Su- 
perior, the plain even ground of an equal, or the lower 
ground of an Inferior. He that layeth up the word for theſe 
purpoſes, and bringeth it out in theſe practices, is the right 
profitable hearer 3 tor he* Kemembreth the Commandments of 
God to do them. 

Some hear and jcar, they go to a Sermon as to a Stage- 
play, to laugh and be merry. Others hear and fret and 
tame, as thoſe that live under the Torrid Zone, curſe the 
very Sun. Others hear and forget what would do them molt 


+ good, their memories are true to the fleſh, but treacherous 
» ot0 the ſpirit 3 they arc like Veſſels made of Ivy, which (fome 


fay)it Wine and water be poured into them, will teak out 
the Wine, and keep in the water. Others hear and admire ; 
but Reader, if thou wouldſt not have the word to witneſs 
againſt thee, when thou ſhalt be judged by it, for thine ever- 
laſting life or death, do thou hear and amend. Charls the great 
did ſet his Crown upon the Bible , intimating thereby 
that his Crown, his carriage as a King,ſhould be according to 
the commands of the word. O do thou hide this word in 
Ee 3 thine 

s 


* 
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thitie heart, that thou mayctt hold it forth to thy compu. 
orls, by*thehard of an holy converſation. Walk accorgiig 
to this Rule. * 


A good Wiſh about the word, wherein the former heads we 
epitomizcd, | 


The !ntrodu- 


Ron. 


T:; E holy Sctiptures being of ſuch authority, as the bajg 
writing and heart of God bimſelf, and ſo ſingular amerg 
to me, that by the guidance of this Star T am direded ( as th 
wiſe men ) to Feſw Chriſt I wiſh in general that I may ſy 
an high price upon every part thereof, ( that every piece may 
currant with me ) for bis ſake, whoſe Image and ſuperſcriptin 
it -beareth, O'that my carriage before, at, and after heari 
way witneſs to God and my conſcience, that I eſteem the Lay 
| of his lips above thouſands of Gold and Silver , In particular, 
Preparation Wiſh that as the Jews when they went to bear the law, ſanth- 
for hearing by fred themſelves, and waſhed their Cloaths ;, ſo before I goto rea 
laying abde "oy hear the word, I may ſntifie my ſoul, and waſh my bear 
evil frames, frem all ſuperfluity of naughtineſs, - and with meekneſs recene 
_— ingrafted word which is able to ſave my ſoul. Imwiſhtha 
like Jehoſaphat Tmay prefer one Micaiah, before four bundred 
falſe Prophets; yet that I may ever make a difference betwint 
«n evil Mmiſters Preaching and pratiice, and even when the 
Miniſter is full of grace, may ſo diſtinguiſh between the tres 
ſure and the veſſel, as not to value the Meſſage for the Meſſengers 
ſake, but to bid the workman welcome for the words ſake. I wiſh 
By prayer. That I may be ſo ſenſible of my own inatility, to profit by thi 
boly or diuance, 4 of the ſpeakers impotency to Preach b 


to my Conſcience, that I may cry mightily to my God, that be 


would open my heart to receive the word with all «ffeion, and 
ſo direft the Arrows, which the Preacher taketh out of the 
quiver of Scripture, that they may hit and pierce my dear 
Confiderati®» corruptions.I d: fire that the conſideration of the words excellency 
ON, may Cauſe me to prize it highly, of its neceſſity may make me ty 
improve it diligently ; and of its efficacy may move me togoty 
bear, (45 a Priſoner going to a bar ) to be tryed for my cor 
e 


\ 
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life or death, I wiſh that the weight of the word may ſink ſo Good ends in 

deep into my heart, that IT may never hear Sermons to pick, hearing, 
/wers of Oratory, or to pleaſe my fancy, but to receive virtue 

from Chriſt, for the drying up of my iſſue of ſin, aud that I might 

cleanſe my wayes, by taking heed thereto according to Gids 

Word; That the noiſe of the World may never hinder me {rom Worldly 

bearing the voice of my God : I wiſh that ”— I come into the —_——— 
lace of worſhip I may ſet my ſelf ſolemnly as before the Fudge ,", _ 

pb hr ri and 45 in the preſence of the Lord, WF = pine {4 _ 
and awe, give audience to bis word. If I were hearkening to an in Gods pre- 
earthly Prince, I would be ſeries, O with what reverence ence. 

ſhould 1 bear from the blefſed and only Potentate ! Becauſe with- 2 

out application the Word will be unprofitable, T wiſh that I may _—_— 

never draw a curtain before my own Piture, but overlooking © 

ethers, may ſee my own face inthe glaſi of the law. O that ty 

faith Tmay ſo take down the hook of the word, as tobe caught and 

taken by it, My prayer # that the Goſpel may come to me, not in | 

word only, but in power alſo, that 1 may go to it” #s Clean paper 4 

for any inſcription, as ſoft wax fer any impreſſion, which my , * © 

Ged ſhall be mrs to make upon me. O that I might behold the 

Lord fo effefiualy in that glaſ, as to be changed into hs Image, 

from glory to glory ! In ſpecial I wiſh that my ſins maybe placed 

by me in the front of ths ſpiritual battle Cas Uriah) purpoſely 

to be ſlain ;, and that thoſe ſmooth ſtones which are taken out of 

the filver ſtreams of the Sauuary, way be thrown by ſa skilful 

and powerful a hand, that they may ſink deep into the forebeads 

ofrbyſe uncircumciſed ones, to their death and deftrutlion. I wiſh After hearing, 

that after the ſeed is ſorvn, T may beg that the ſhowres of Hea- Petition for a 

vews ble ſing may accompany it, that it way ſprin up 1 rhe blefling. 

Warts of righteouſneſs, tothe glory of my God, Jo, good of my 

precious ſoul. And becauſe the Goſpel #4 a diſh which #s not ſet IIA 

"n every Table, though free grace beftoweth it on me, I wiſh that - A "* 

I may never riſe from this ſpiritual food, before T bave given p,\qce, 

thanks to the Maſter of the feaſt. I drfire findlly, that as I 

lokgd like a Saint in hearing, I may live lkg' @ Saint after I 

bave beard; that thoſe bl:ſſoms of good purpoſes, which ſprout- 

> forth while the Miniſter was preaching, may ripen into' 

pradice; 


Jo 
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prattice that whatſoever charafters others are known by, 1 þ 


Chriſtians, I may be known by this ear-mark , to be oy ory 
of Chrijts ſheep, even by hearing his voice, ſo as to follow bin _ 
whereſoever he goeth. Though cthers , like petty Chapman, Fe - 
deal only in ſome particular commodities , and thoſe ſuch ut *4 


will ſerve their own turns, I deſire. that I may deal with Care 
the Word by whole: ſale, and eſteem” all Gods Precepts concern. Wi " 
ning all things to be right. 'O that I might order my whil = 
converſation aright; and at the laſt ſce the ſalvation of my Gud! ir all. 
Pong attain 
Thi 


mercy 
CHAP. XVIII. pleaſe 


How a Chriftian may exerciſe himfelf to Godlineſf is yy We 
receiving the'Lords Supper ; and 1.0f the Nature 
that Ordinance, and preparation for it. 


-. 
1 


Hen God had cauſed his everlaſting Decree to fall 
in labour, and had delivered it by giving'the world Wc x. 
a being; and upon infinite conſultation had -formed Ma 


to be his Vice-Rey over all the works of his hands, he as oe 
barked him ( with all abilities needful for ſuch a voyage Jin MW; »; 
the bottom of the Covenant of Works, Adam (ct forth tul llitute 
L turniſhed with skill,and richly fraught with all the Fortune, WW ;. 4; 
Hopes and Happineſs of Mankind 3 but he had ſcarce lanchd WWF. ;1 
out of light, before Satan, who knew very well the worth WW. 1o{ 
of the prize ( envying man the Haven of bliſs to which he by th 


was failing, and envying God (who was the owner) the hai oA.; 
nour of ſuch a ventwre ) raiſed a ſtorm, whereby the Veſl Ml. 

through the unfaithfulne(s of Adam the Pit, ran upon 1 
Rock,, and maſcarried, O what a joyful ſpeRacle was that to 
Satan! What a doleful fight to Adam! to behold himſelf and 
all his poſterity, ſinking mto.the boundleſs, bottomleſs Ocem 
of deſtruction and miſery, through his falſenefs and treachery: 
When lo, ona ſudden the Glorious God, out of the ſupet- 
abundant riches of his mercy ( reſolving that _ 

0 


_ . 


, and preparation for it. 


fhould never rob him of the honour of that manifold ;- 
dom, unſearchable Goodnefi, and Almighty Power which had 
ben manifelted in the work of Creation ) did provide and 
bin caſt out the Covenant of Grace, a plank tufhcient tor his poox 
ſhipwrackt Creature, to ſwim fafe to ſhore on. 

As all the Rivers meet in the Sea, and all the lines in the 
with Centre; fo do all the comforts of Mankind mect in this Co- 

"rhe 8 mm. The whole Scripture is ſincere milk, but this Co- 

_ zenant is the Cream of it: All our mercies are contained in 


Gal! it, all our hopes are luſtained by it, and our Heaven is at laſt 
attained through it. 
mk The blefſed God doth not only enter into a Covenant of 


mercy, but out of compaſſion to our infirmities, hath been 

pleaſed to confirm it by his hand and cal : By his hand, in 
6 in his Word 3 by his ſeals, by the privy-ſea! of his Spirit, and 

by thebro14-ſeals of the Sacraments, that by thele immuta« 
req ble things, in which it is impoſſible for God to lye, we might have 
firong conſolation, who have fled for refwge, to Ly bold upon the 
hope ſet before ws, Heb. 6. 18. 

The Lords Supper 15 a fign and ſeal of the Righteouſneſs 
of Faith, or the Covenant of Grace, Rom. 4. 11. 

When the bleſſed Saviour was taking a doletull farewell of 
an ungratetul world, as a lively reſemblance of his ſufferings 
or bis, and as an wndeniable evidence of bis love to his, he in- 
lituted this Supper : 1. As 4 lively reſemblance of his paſſion 
" bis people, A cruci 16d Chriſt is the flurum of the Law, 
and the ſubſtance of the Goſpel ; the knowledge of him is 
no lels worth than Etcrnal lite. Now as he was crueified 
by the Jews and Souldiers actually, and by unbelieving 
GAtiles who live amongſt us interpretatively 3 ſo he is cru- 
citied in the Goſp-l declaratively, and in the Sacrament 
rcpreſentatively. This Cxp, faith Chriſt, is the new Teſta- 
ment in my blood, x Cor. 11. 25. The Old Teſtamcnt was 
ſpriakl.d with thc blood of Beaſts, but the New Teſta- 
ment with the blood of Chriſt, Heb. 9. 15, 19. This preci- 
ous blood, which was the colily price of mans Redemption, 
which is the only path to Eternal Salvation; which was 

Ft promiſed 


of the Nature of the Lord's Supper, 


promiſed to Adam, bcheved by the Patriarchs, ſhadowed j 
the Sacrifices, foretold by the Prophets, and witneſſed in 4 
Scripteres, is drunk, reccived, lignified and ſcaled in 
Supper. 

Chriſt inſtituted this ordinance alſo to be a ſtanding 
dence of bis aff:&tion to bis, The ſame night that he was bet 
he tosk, bread. The deareſt Jefus kept his belt Wine 
the laſt. He knew his Diſciples would be tull of forrowyy 
his departure 3 he therefore provided his firongett cond 
againtt their ſaddeſt fainting fits. After the Paſſover he tay 
bread and inſtituted the Sacrament. After Supper then cone 
the Banquet, the Sweet-meats. . At the Eords Table Chy 
kiſſeth his Spouſe with the ſweeteſt kiſſes of his lips, a 
raviſheth her heart with his warineſt love. In oth 
Ordinances he Wooeth her; in this he Marryeth her. In othe 
Ordinances ſhe hath from him the (alutes of a loving fris 
but in this the embraces of an Husbandz Other dutic a 
pleaſant and wholeſome food, but this is the coſtly delighth 
teaſt. In this Chriſt bringeth his beloved inte bis Ban 
ing houſe; ( a ſtore-houſle of all ſweet delights, of vari 
of dclicacics, and his Banner over her is love, Cant. 2. 4. 

A certain man made a great Supper, Luk. 14. 16. 1 n; 
truly fay fo of the Sacrament. This 1s a great Supe, 
regard of its Axthor ; The great God 1s Maſter oft 
tealt. He gaye his own Son for the life of the World. 2 
regard of the matter of it, which is the fleſh of Jc{us Chnk 
Men fet Bread and Wine on the Table ; but Chrilt (ertel 
his own Body and Blood there. In this ordinance wee 
not only (Panem Domini, ſed panem Dominum ) The bread 
the Lord, Lut the brcad which is the Lord. The gods 
they ) are come down in the likeneſi of man , bchold he 
God the Son cometh down in the I:keneſfs of bread u 
wine ; he himſelf is eat and drunk by faith. Is nott 
a rare banquet ? 3. In regard of the great price of it. k 
quets are colily z but O what did this feaſt coti ? Beaſts 
{lain before they can be food for our bodies; but, Lo, kt 
the Lord of life was put to death, that he might be k 


(! 


— — 


and preparation for it. 


fr our ſtarving ſouls, Cleopatra diflolved a pearl worth 
$0000 /. in Vinegar, aud drunk it up at a draught; but as 
coltly as her liquor was, it was much worſe than puddle 
water, in compariſon of the precious blood of Chrift, which 
the believer drinketh at this great Supper. 4+. In regard 
of its great cf:Cts; It fealeth pardon, peace and ſalvation, 
to the Saint z 1t conveyeth the Image and love of God, nay 
God him(clt into the foul; Through the golden pipe of 
this Ordinance, 15 conveyed the golden Oyle of divine in- 
fluence, There is Manna indeed in this pot. Well may it 
be called a great Supper. The Elements arc of ſmall valuc, 
but the Sacrament is of infinite worth. A conveyance of 
land fairly written in Parchment with wax faſtened to it, 
is of little price, but when it 15 ſigned, fealcd, and deliver. 
ed tothe uſe of a perſon, it may be worth much, it may 
convey thouſands : A little bread and a fpountul or two 
of wine, are in themſelves ot very ſmall value ; but when 
received according to Chrilts inttitution, and accompanied 
with his bencdiction, they will be of unſp:akable value, 
they will convey thouſands and millions to the be- 
lever. 

The Lords Supper is indeed like an Elixar, which is (mall 
in quanticy, but great in value and cfhcacy, having in it the 
ſpirits and ſubſtance of many excellent things; In praycr 
al the graces are excrciſcd, and fo allo at the Supper ; but 
not only all the graces, but moſt of the other Ordmances 
of God are invited to this feaſt. The Word, Prayer, Sing- 
ing, do all mect at the Table, and contribute their help, to 
«erry the Chriſtian up to Heaven. I premiſe theſe things, 
Reader, purpolcly to make thee more wary. The' cor- 
rupting of the beſt, is worſt of all. Poiſon in Wine is much 
worle than in Water ; Kings expe that their Children 
ſhould be reſpected, though their officers be refuſed. Swrely 
laith God, They will reverence my Son, Mat. 21. 37. The very 
work about which he comes, will make him welcome. 
Though they refuſe my Servants, yet they will reverence 
my Son, The' Caſzitlts ſay, - Sacramentum & articulus 
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mortis equiparantur, A man muſt be looked upon at the ol 49. 
cramental board as if be were on « dying-bed 3 Friend, thi of © 
ſhouldſt be as ſerious when thou art going to the Lol Te" 
Supper, as if thou wert going into the other World, to of 

He that cometh careleſly, gets nothing from Chriſt; þ I 
is one thing to take the Supper of tbe Lord, and another thi prep 
to taſte the Supper of the Lord, Not one of them which we 4 


bidden, ſhall taſte of my Supper, Luk. 14. 24. Many crow will 
near a Kings perſon, on ſome dayes, when he ſheweth hin and 
ſelf in publick, who never enjoy his gracious preſence, Huy be ſ 
dreds receive the Elements, but few receive the Sacrament 22+ 
If a Beaſt did but touch the Mount ( when God folems. wh 
ly appeared on it) it was to dye : What then will becone Th 
of thee. if thou ſhouldſt touch the Table of the Lord wit elc 
a bruitiſh heart ? It any did cat of the Paſſcover in his 
uncleannels, he was to be cut off from Iſrael, Exod 12. which thc 


ſome interpret of a violent death by the hand of the M+ be 
giltrate z Others, of a cutting off from the priviledges « _ 
Gods people on carth, and their poſſcſhon 1n Heaven: p 
Surely 1t is as dangerous to eat the Supper in thy pollution, 7 
as the Paſſoever, ry 

It isevil to dally with the Fealow God in any duty; but 
worlt of all in this, where the great «ffe&ion of the Fatheria 5 


giving his Son, and the grievcws paſſions of Chriſt (to (atishe h; 
Gods jultice for fin ) the molt ſerious things which mas 


heart can conceive, are repreſented. Melandbgn telleth 1 - 
« . (tory of a Tragedy which was acted of the death of Chri g 


( but it proved a Tragedy indeed at laft, tor ) he that add 
Chriſts part on the Croſs, being wounded to death ( by on * * 
that ſhould have thruſt his tword through a bladder of 
blood ) fell down, and with his fall killed one aCing 1 
womans part, and lamenting under the Croſs : His bro- 
ther who was firlt flain, ſlew the murtherer, for which 
himſelf was hanged by order of Juſtice. Cyprian ſpeakethd 
an ancient woman, who had denyed the Faith, and yet ver 
tured to this Heavenly Feaſt , but it proved her bane , for 
as ſoon as ſhe had received the Elements, ſhe fell down 
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dead. O 'tis fad jeſting with the Sufferings and Ordinances 
of Chriſt ! Frieud , let others woe be thy warning : 
Take example by others, leſt God make thee an example 
to others. 

I ſhalllay down two motives to quicken thee to a ſerious 

reparation for this Ordinance : 

1. Conſider Chriſts diligent inſpefion : The Lord Jeſus 
will take ſpecial notice what reſpect thou halt tor his Body 
and Blood : And when the King came «1 to ſee bu gueſts, 
he ſaw there a man which had net on a Wedding-garment, Mar. 
22.11, 12, 13- Jeſus Chriſt obſerveth all his wedding gueſts, 
whether they come with the Wedding-garment or no. 
Though there was but one, yet he could not lye hid, and 
eſcape in the crowd 3 the King quickly {pyed him. 

The King of Saints taketh exact notice, in what manner 
thou comeſt to his Supper 3 whether thou examinclt thy Re- 
gencration, and provelt thy felt to be one of rhe family, be- 
tore thou offereſt to cat of their food ; whether thou carry- 
eſt the Gold of thy Graces to the Touchſtone of the Scripture, 
and tryeſt their truth, before thou tendereft them to him for 
curraut coyn. He obſerveth with what ſenſe of thy miſery 
thou runneſt for refuge to the ſpring of mercy : He knoweth 
whether when thou art going to this Heavenly Feaſt, thou 
haſt the mouth of Faith z with what reſolution againſt 
fin for time to come, thou goelt tor pardon of fins paſt : 
He feeth whether thou goelſt to this Golpel-Ordinance, 
in a Goſpel-order ; if not, both thy preparation for thy 
Sacrament, and thy carriage at it, and atter it, are eye-ſer- 
vices to ]clus Chriſt ; How holy therefore ſhouldſt thou be 
in them? Wouldſt thou trample upon the picture of thy 
dear Friend, or of thy lawtull Soveraign, before their 
faces? Wilt thou tread under foot the infinitely precious 
blood of the Son of God, as if it -were the blood of a 
Maletator, or of a Dog, and that while he himſelf 
ſtandeth by, and looketh on ? Canſt thou ( Friend ) 
find in thine heart to offer ſuch an abominable affront 
to thy beſt Friend, and that before his face ? Truly, if 

Ft 3 thou 
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thou art not faithful in thy preparation for it, thou dof hody 
this. Think'with thy felt, Tam now to ſit down at the Table Ther 
the Lord, amongſt his own children: I know beforeband tha 4 I 
the King will come in to ſee his Gueſts , even that King Why i ll h 
t00 juſt to be bribed, too great tobe ſlighted, too wiſe to be decki. is th 
ved, and too good to be forfeited. O, my ſoul ! what ſole the 
proviſion wilt thou make for ſo ſacred a preſence ? If in a1) ther 
time of thy life thou wouldeſt be extraordinarily ſeriow, thi no /; 
u theſeaſon. - O le thy preparation be ſuch for this gloriay þloog 
Supper, that the Maſter of the Feaſt may ſee that thou art tex. of R 
der of bishonour, watchful of his eye, and fearful of bis anger, kille 
2. Conſider the areadful condition of thoſe that receiye that 
the Lords Supper unworthily : Their fin, They are guilty of oblig 


the body and blood of the Lord; Their ſuffering, They eat and bis 


drink their own damnation, 1 Cor. 11. 27, 29. 26. 

1. Their fin : They are guilty of the body and blood of the tony 
Lord: The unworthy recciver is a Chriſt murtherer. He ture 
that tears the Letters, or defaceth the Picture, or clippeth a dl 
the coyn of a Prince, oftereth the indignity to his perſon. wil 
The Romans when they would diſhonour a perſon, would {us 
disfigure the ſtatue which was erc&tecd to his praiſe. - The ag 
fame wickedneſs of hcart which carryeth a man out to fles 
prophane the Sacrament, would carry him out to kill the tho 
Saviour. | gaV 

When one ſhoots at another to flay him, though he miſs, bet 
he isa murderer; thecrrour of the hand doth not wipe the 
out the malice of the heart. Foſephs Brethren were guilty thc 
concerning their ' Brother, though they did not lay violent the 


havds upon him, Ger. 42.21, When Julian ſhot darts up, Wl , thi 
to Heaven, his cruelty and rage w.rc as bad, as if he had ha 
hit Chriſts body. Bclides, men may be guilty of murther, Wn 


by approving it after it 15 committed, Mat. 23. 35. What Ea 
doth the unworthy receiver lefs than juſtifle Fudas and the A 
Jews in all their treacherous and barbarous carrizge towards th 
Jeſus Chritt ? 


Conſider therefore what thou doſt, when thou goeſt of 
unpreparedly to the Lords Table 3 Thow art guilty of the Go 


body 
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hody and blood of the Lord. Simple murther is a crying fin "4 
The voice of thy Brothers blood cryeth to me from the earth, Gen. 

' 10. It is one of thoſe fins which will give God no reſt, 
till he take vengeance on the actor. and author of it, and 
is therefore called 4 crying fm. The light of Nature taught 
the Barbarians, that Vengeance would not ſuffer a mur- 
therer to live, Ads 28. 4. The Scripture acquaintcth us, that 
no ſatiefatiion ſhall be t4ken. for the life of a murtherer 1 for 
blood defiieth the Land, Numb. 35. 31, 36: But the murther 
of a Superiour 1s a far greater-lin. Cicero telleth us, He that 
killeth bus Father, committeth many ſins in one, he killeth bim 
that begot him, and brought him up , he ſinneth againſt many 
obligations. To kill a King is High-Treaſon : Wh can ſtretch 
his und againſt the Loyds Anointed, and be gailtleſ ? 1 Sam, 
26.9, But what is it to murther the Son of God? no 
tongue can tell, no pzn can write the horrid, hainous na 
ture of Chriſi-murther. He 15 thy everlaſting Father, It made 
a dumbChilde ſpeak to {ce another ſtabbing his Father 3 and 
wilt thou imbrue thine own hands in thy Fathers blood ? Je- 
ſus Chriſt is thy King, and wilt thou ttretch forth thy hands 
againſt thy Head, thy Soveraign ? Had Zimri peace, who 
flew his Maſter ? Nay, Jeſus Chriſt is thy Redecmerzand wilt 
thou put him to death, who 1s the Author of thy lite ? He 
gave thee thy being 3 and wouldlt thou deprive him of his 
being ? He is the only Phyſician that can cure thee, and wilt 
thou kill him ? Once more, Jelus Chritt-is God, and wilt 
thou lift up thy hand ( I would lay a thought ) againſt the 
the bleſſed God ? God deſcrveth mhnitcly more love than 


thou canſt poſlibly give 3 and ſhall thine heart be (6 full of 
' Fatred, as to let fly againſt the God of Heaven ? Oh! fay 


with David, (when Abit pertwaded him to flay Saul) The 
Lord forbid that I ſhould jtretch forth my band againi} the Lords 
Aminted. When Satan, or thy own heart, would perſwade 
thee to be ſlight in the examunation of thyſelf, and formal 
mn thy humiliation for fin, that thou mightcſt be guilty 
of the body and blood of the Lord, let :Conſtience cry 
out, God forbid that I ſhould ſtretch auh my band wa 
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Feſus Chriſt, the Lords Anointed; And truly Friend, if afig 
ſuch warning as God gives thee in this-head, thou ſhoulg 
dare to receive unworthily, thuu wouldſt tind ithhereafty 
to thine unſpeakable hurt: As Rewbex told his Bret 
when they were im diſtreſs, Spake T not. unto you, ſayin, 
De not fin againſt the child; and ye would not | ear ? they, 
fore behold bu Elood is required, Gen. 42. 22. So, if thou now 
dareft to approach the Lords Table, in thy tinful UNregene. 
rate eltate, in thy filth and- pollution, when-thou comcfi to 
lye under ſome ſmart rod, or onthy dying bed, or at lea 
in the other World, Conſcience will fiye in thy face, Di 
T mt ſpeak, unto thee, ſaying, Do not ſiu againſt the holy Chill 
Feſus, and thou wouldit not hear ? therefore behold hu blood 
required at thy hands! O Friend, Friend, what wilt thou 
do in ſuch an hour ! It on him who flew Cain, vengeance 
ſbould be taken ſevenfold 3; what vengeance ſhall be taken 
on him who flayeth Jeſus Chritt > How dreadful will thy 
perdition be, if the only Saviour be thine Accuſer, and that 
blood which alone can procure thy pardon, ſhall cry for 
thine eternal puniſhment ! 

O think of. it criouſly, Hatt thou never had hard 
thoughts of the Jews tor their cruelty to the Son of God? 
and wilt thou do worſe thy felt ! The Jews crucitied him 
but once, but thou by continuing an unworthy receiver, 
crucifieſt him often :; The Jews did it ignorantlyz Hadthy 
known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory, 1 Cor. 
2. $. but thou kwoweſt him to be the Son of God, the Savi- 
our of the World : They crucified him in his eſtate of 
Humiliation, but thou in his eſtate of Exaltation : They had 
not thee for a Warming, when they put hum to death z buf" 
thou haſt them for a #arning to thee : They cruciticd him 
when he was to riſe again the third day ; but thou fo cm 
cifieſt him, that he might never riſe more, were it mn thy 
power. O take heed what thou doſt, and be not worlt 
than a Jew. 

Thy ſuffering :. He that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eat- 
th and drinketh Jamuation to bimſelf, 1 Cor. 11. 29, Somel 
know 
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td 


know are offended at the tranſlation of the Greek word 


' xgi, damnation, but I ſee little reaſon for it 3 for damna- 


tion is the end of every fin, though it be not the end of 
every inner. Pax! ſpeaketh of believers indecd but as it 
may be. truly (aid of one that drinketh poiſon, Such- a man 
drunk his bane, though by the help of a Phylician fuch an 
Antidote may be given as may prevent the Patients death 
{ jt may be truly ſpoken of a believer who receiveth un- 
worthily, Pe eateth and diinketh his own damnation 
though, through the grace and help of Jeſus Chrilt ( no 
thank to himſelt ) he is recovered out of that fin, and faved. 
Beza, and the Geneva tranſlation take it in'this ſeuſe. So 
the word is taken, Foh. 3. 17, 18. Kom. 3. 8. andin ſeveral 
other places. 

Now what an argument is here, to diſlwade thee from 
going raſhly or unpreparedly to the Table of the Lord. 
That which is a worthy receivers meat, will be thy poiſon 
the fame Red-ſca of Chriſt's bloud, which 15 ſalvation to 
others, ( they paſs ſafcly through it into the Land of Pro- 
miſe) will be damnation to thee. King Fobn, as our Enzliſh 
Chroniclers write, was poiſon'd by a cup of wine, The 
Emperor Henry the Seventh was poiſon'd by the Bread in 
the Sacrament,through the treachery and treaſon of a Monk. 
The Iſraelites did all eat the ſame ſpiritual meat, and did all drink 
the [ame ſpiritual drink: but with many of them God was not 
well pleaſed, for th:y were overthrown in the wilderneff, 1 Cor. 
10. 3, 4, 5- Thoſe that cat and drink in Chriſt's preſence, 
were puniſhed with everlaſting perdition, Matth. 7. 23. 
And do not pleale thy ſeltbecaulc thou feeleſtno ſuch pot- 
onous operation at preſent in unworthy receiving, that 
therctore thou ncedelt not tear it, They that cat [ta/iar 
Figs, carry their death about them, though they fall not 
dowa dead ſuddenly. 

Theictore, Reader, take ſome time and pains to com- 
mune with thy own heart, betore thou goeſt to the Sacra- 
menf. Charge it upon its allegiance to God, to hear thee 


patiently, and to carry it f(clf ſuitably. If I receive this Supper 
with 
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with.an bo aration, it will be a ſeal of, and an | | 
eternal rnd wy it will be an earne(t of matchiefl ny y 
entrance into an endleſs bappy life. But if T eat and drink win Wl $a 
thily, there is death in the pot, death in the cxp;, I eat and Sant 
my oxen damnation. O how dolefial is that one word Darnnatiqg) 16, 
what a dreadfal ſound doth it. make in mine ears ! what fear chat 
ſighs doth it caſe in my ſoul !: Damnation is no trifling bg Wl wilt 
neſt, God threatneth it in earneſt, the damned feel it in e hol 
end ſhall T jeſt with it ? Smrely 1 were better eat the bread of 4 WW Kin 
flition, and drink the water of adverſity, than eat this bread mi cvci 
drink this cup of the Lord unworthily. Canſt thou be ſo bay fon 
$0 ſtab thy ſelf, and thy Redeemer, to the heart with one bowl cxp 
O my ſul, beſtir thy ſelf, awake out of ſleep, and d1 not dh ha! 

about the cancernments of eternal life and death; let thy un 

and conſtience be ſuch, in fitting thy ſelf for this ſacred Ord. 2 
nance, that thy Saviour may ſee , thou baſt an bigh ra the 
for bis precious bloud, and a tender regard #0 thine own ew. Wl fo 
ing good. | WO! 
For thy help about this Ordinance, I ſhall ſpeak, hav 
1. Tothy duty before the Sacrament. to | 
2. To thy duty at the Sacrament. Fric 
3. To thy duty after the Sacrament. pre] 
Firlt, to thy duty before the Sacrament; and herein wy 0u 


counſcl 1s, that thou wouldit prepare thy (elf ſolemnly & 
this Ordinance. The Fews had their preparation for ther 
Paſſover, Fob. 19, 24. It was the preparation of the Paſſnw. 
Nay, they took their Lambthe tenth day of the mont, 
and did not kill it till the fourteenth, Exod, 12. 3. ( ands 
fome of theix Writexgpblerve, they tied it all the whilep 
their bedpoſts ) that m the interim they might prepar 
themſelves for it. Our Lord Jeſus, when he was to cath 
Paſſover, and inſtitute the Supper, would have ſo muchs 
the kouſe, in which he would doit, prepared before-hand 
Mark 14. 15. The ancient Fathers and primitive Chriftas 
uſcd to lit up whole nights at prayer, before the Lord's Sup 
per, which theycalkd their Vigilie. 
Reader, thy care muſt be to trim thy lamp, aud - the 
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fare of oil in the veſſel, now thou art going to. meet the 
Bride-graom. Samuel ſpake to the inhabicancs of Bethlebem, 
Sandliji your ſelves, and come to the ſacrifice : (0 ay I to thee, 
Sandifie thy ſoul, and then come to the Sacrament, 1 Sam. 
16.9. Foſeph prepared himfelt, by ſhaving hunſelf, . and 
changing his raimcnt, Lefore he went unto Phargob; and 
wiltot thou prepare thy (elf, by putting thy ſoul into the 
holiet poſture thou can(t, when thou art to. go in unto the 
King of heaven and earth? He that would make a good meal, 
even when he is- to fealt at another's colt, mult prepare his 
ftomack betoxe-hand by moderate taſting, or exercile. God 
expe&th that the hands be pure, but eſpecially that the 
heart be prepared. The good Lord ( faith Hezekjab ) pardon 
one that prepareth his heart, though is be not cleanſed ac- 
ending ta the prerification of the ſandtuary, 2 Chron. 30. 18, 19. 
the King (peake th of thoſe who came to the Patlover with 
ſome ceremonial pollution, yet had moral purity ; and his 

words are to this purpoſe, Lard, though ſeveral of my pe 

have ſailed, in regard of external purification , let it pleaſe t 
to pardon them, if they have minded internal preparation, 
Friend, there is no hope of remiſſion, without this heart- 
preparation : the devil himſclf would not come into an 
boule, till it was ready, ſwept and garniſhed, Matth. 12. And 
doſt thou think that Jeſus Chrilt will come into thy heart, 
while it licth-naſtily and fluttiſhly, before the filch of fia be 
(wept out, and it be garniſhed with the graccs of hus Spirit, 
Surcly that room had need be richly hung, with the em- 
Hroidery of the Spirit, in which the glorious and bleſſed Po- 
Fentate will fupand lodge, Where thy expeation ts great 
irom a p-rſon, there thy preparation muſt be great for 
him. Doſt thou not look like Herod, to ſte ſome miracle 
done by Jclus, fome extraordinary thing for thy 
foul? Theretore I ſay to thee, as Foſhua ſpake to the Ifrae- 
lites, Santtifie your ſelves, for to marrow the Lord wid da wonders 
ammgſt you, 7 3- 5- OſanRtikic thy (elf, and to morrow 
( on. the Sacrament-day ) the Lord will do wonders for 
thee 3 he will fcaſt thee at his own Table, be will feed thee 
Gg 2 with 


> > - — —_—_— —_— "—_— —_ —_ - — — A + 


196 Of the Nature of the Lord's Supper, 


— CC —— 


with'his own ficſh, he will give: thee that love which; the 
better than wine, he will embrace. thee in his arms, ai they 
kiſs thee with the kiffes of his mouth 3 he will delight thin thei 


eyes with the ſight of his beautiful perſon, raviſh thine ex; the 
with the ſound of his precious promiſes, and rejoyce thin viſio 


heart with rhe aſſurance of his gracious pardon. O do hy are 
ſanRifie thy ſelf, and to morrow the Lord will & whe 
wonders for thee. This preparation confiſtcth in a (. tim 
rious examination of thy ſelf; and a fincere humiliation fy; {ot 
thy ins. pro! 

Thy (crious examination of thy ſelf muſt be, Firli, of the fict 
Good in thee. Secondly, of the Evil done by thee. | mil 

Let a-man examine himſelf, and» ( andno otherwiſe”) þ her 
him eat of this bread, and drink of this cup, 1 Cor. 11. 28. Ex for 
amine himſelf, Aoxmatire : ſome take it to be a metaphor this 


ofa Goldſmith, as hetrieth gold in the fire whether it þ FIG 
pure orno  ſothy duty is to try thy graces by the fire are 


the Word, whether they be true or not. So the word Ma 

; uſed, 1 Pet. 1.7. Others take it as an alluſion to Miniſter, Ro 
who are tried whether they are ht for their Office or no, of 

1 Tim. 3.10. fo thou oughteſt to try thy (elf, whether thox for 

art fit for this Ordinance or no. This examination muſthe, (we 

Firſt, Of the Good in thee. Thy duty is to examine thy (&ﬆ duſ 

in general, concerning thy Regeneration or ſpiritual life. The kat: 

Sacrament 1s children's bread, and it muſt not be givent fatt 

dogs : dogs muſt be without doors, not within, f1atching nat 

the meat from the table. Men mult prove their right to mu 

the purchaſe, before they take poſſcfliion. He mult haven me 

mtereſtin the Covenant of grace, who will tinger the ſeal. « #Y 

the Covenant. It is high treaſon to annex the King's Broad WI 1" 

, ſeal to forged writings. dri 
Thy navel is like a round goblet which wanteth not liquor, th 5C 


belly is like an beap of wheat ſet about with lillier, Cant. 5,1. Br) 
The words are Chriſt's praiſe of his Spouſe, for her fruit by 
fulneſs in bringing children forth, and her faichfulneb in St 
bringing them up. By the Navel! Expoſitors agree tha WF 2? 
Baptiſm 1s underſtood, by which ( as children by the navel Hl 
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the members of the Churchare nourithed,: even then when 
they are (0 fecble that they cannot teed - thernfelves; but 
their whole ſuſtenance 15 conveyed to thetn by others. 'v-By 
the belly is meant the Lord's Supper ; now oblerve the pro- 
viſion how the Table is furniſhed, and the perſons which 
are fo ſitat it. For the proviſion, Thy bely is like an heap of 
wheat. Ainſworth on the words obſerveth, - that in thoſe 
times, they brought their 'corn in and ltack'd it up in heaps : 
ſo that as the b-lly diſtributeth to every'part of the' body ts 
proportion of nouriſhment,' and as an heap'of wheat fatis- 
ficth the hunger of, and affordeth ſtrength to a whole fa- 
mily, ſodoth the Church by- this Sacrament beſtow on all 
her children (through Chriſt) that food which - 15 necdful 
for health' and firength. The perſons which are'to eat of 
this wheat, ſet about with lilies, they mutt be 'Sants, and 
FIG compared to Lillies. Firſt, tor their innocency, they 
are Lilly-white. Secondly, for their gloxy and 'nobility, 
Matth. 6.29. Pliny tclleth us, that Lillies are next to the 
Roſe for nobility; Chrift is the Roſe of Sharon, the plant 
of moſt renomwen ;, but his Church is next toſhim. Thirdly, 
for the favour, Cant.q.12; The graces of believers are like 
ſweet pertumes, and ſcented as tar as heaven. The Lord's 
Supper is a Sacrament, not of regeneration, but of fuſten- 
tation, When the Prodigal came to himſclt, then the 
fatted Calf was killed for him, Lzke 15. Men muſt have 
natural life, before they can cat natural mcatz and men 
muſt have ſpiritual life, betore they can eat ſpiritual 
meat. It was an antient abuſe ot the Sacrament, caſt out 


» by the Carthaginian Council, to give it to dead men, The 


invitation is not fo enemics but friends, Eat, O friends, 
drink abundantly, O beloved, Cant.5. 1. The watcr of life 


sonly for the thirſty, and che bread of lite only tor the han- 
gry. The Shew-bread under the Law was to be eaten only 
by the Prieſts, Levit. 24. 9. ſo the bread of the. Sacrament 
x to be caten only by ſuch asare ſpiritual Prieſts unto God,as 
Saints are, Rev. 1.5. 
Reader, cxatnine thy (elf therefore whether thou art born 
again 


Gg3 


Plin.l.22-.y, 
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again or no, Look into -the Word of God, and comp 
thy (af with the CharaRers which are there given, 
vew. horn Creatures. They are {ometimes deſcribed 
ther hearts, Gog is good to I{racl, -ts ſuch as are of a cha 
heart, Plalm 73. 1, Their hearts are clean, not with a 
cleanneſs, which denyeth the being of tin in them z In P 
fnſe none can ſay, I have made my heart clean ( this ſpa 
Icſs robe is reſerved for the Saints wearing in the gots 
World _) but with an Evangelical-cleanneſs, which deaye 
the doamimion of ſin over them { this cleanly garment is th 
Saints ordinary attire jn this world. ) Wercall Kiver-may 
clean water; though there be ſome kind of ilnels and impy 
rity in it, becauſe it will not ( like pond water) mingle with 
i, and (ſuffer the lth to reſt there, but worketh if gut, ant 
ſendeth it forth in its Gum and froth. Now how is jt wit 
thee Friend ? Doth fin reli quietly wm thee? or is it = 
by thee ? Doſt thou love fin or loath fin  Doſt thou 

it thy pleaſuze or thy poiſon ? When the body is de, 
Vermine crawl in it without oppolizion. When the (il 
is dead, lutis abound mn it and yeign without any conks 
derable dilturbance. An unclean heast is quickly owe 
come by fin, As when a Chimny is foul, it is apt to 
tired by every (park that fliecth up, whereas when it i 
clean, though many fly up it remaineth fate ; ſo when the 
heart is unclean,Satan can no ſooner throw 1: his fiery Dants 
but preſently it is in a flame 3 whereas aclean heart 1s like 
wet tinder not (o ſoon burning when he ſirikes tire. Godly 
men as they have clean hearts. fo they have clean hands, Jo 
17. 9. The hand is the inſtrument of attion ; by clean hands,ti, 
Spirit of God mcaneth clean and holy actings, 

Saints are delcyibed by their lives. They walk after th 
Spirit. They order their converſations aright. Per brachinn 
fit judiciuwm de cyrde, was Galens xule, Phylitians fecl the 
pulſe of the Arm, that they may know the ſtate of the vitalsi 
Now how beats the pulfe of thy converſation ?. according 
to that, judge of the ſoundneſs or ficknebs of. thy copftitty 
tion« : Doſt thou walk in reference to thy (elf Jobeth, in 

reference 
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fame to others righteogſh, in reference to God religzowy,. 


$.1 . Tit. 24-13. | 
i ; is to examine thy ſelf in particular alſo of thoſe 


graces, which are ſpecially requiſte in a Communicanc.. "Of, 
thy knowledge to diſcern the Lords body, There is a compe»| 
tency: of knowledge needful if thou wouldſt receive accep- 
tably. Doi thou know the threefold ettate of man ? His 
Jungcency, Apoſtacy, and Recovery. What a pure piece he was, 
how holy when he came out of Gods hands? what a miſera> 
ble polluted creature he hath made hinfelf by diſobeying 
God and henhening tothe Tempter! What a gloriqus remedy 
Gad hath provided to reltore man to his primitive. puri- 
ty! Doſt thou know God as he diſcovereth himſelt in his 
works, but eſpecially as he is repreſented in the Glaſs of 
his word ? Doſt thou know Jeſus Chriſt, his two Natures, 
his three Offices, how he executeth them, both in his «tate 
of humiliation, and exaltation * Dolt thou know the na» 
tureand end of the Lords Supper ? 

An-ignorant perſon can no more diſcem Chriſts body, 
than a perſon ſtark blind can diſcern the, bread. God hath 
exprelly forbidden lame and blind Sacrifices, Mal. 1,8. 
The Hypocrites Sacrifice is Lame, for he halteth in Gods 
Way. The ignorant perſons Sacrifice is blind, for he-can 
givg no account of his own work. When the Leprolie 
was in the head, the Pricſt was to pronounce the party #t- 
terly unclean, exclude bim the Camp, Lev. 13. 44. Do not 
(ay, though thou art ignorant, yet thy heart is good, when 
God himlelf faith : Without knowhdge the mind is not good-:. 

Fiſh link fft in the head, and then the whole body pu- 
"Fiherh. 

Examine thy Faith. This grace 1s thy ſpirityal taſte, with- 
out which thou canſt reliſh nothing on the Table This is 
the Bucket,and if it be wantivg I may (ay to thee as: the wo- 
man to Chriſt, T he Well is deep, and thow haſt: nothing! ts draw 
with. Thus is the hand to receive Chriſt, Fobn 1.12. This 
s a5 the Arms whereby we embrace Chriſt, They em- 


braced the promiſes by faith, Heb. £1: 13. As loving _—_ 
at. 
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that" have been a! great while aſunder;, when they ge 
together, hug and embrace cach other'in ther Arms; 
the Chriſtian who Jongeth to {ce Jeſus Chriſt in the phe 
_ miſes,wheh at a Sacrament he meeteth him, huggeth and en 
bratetly himiin'the' Artis of faith. © 
Examine not fo much the firength” as the truth of ty 
faith. The wings of a Dove may help her to mount yy 
towards Heaven: 'as well'as the wings of an Eagle, Ty 
whether-thy faith 'be avrſeigmed, 1 Tim; 1: 5. - What 'ptice 
doft thou tet upon Chtft *'7o ther that believe,' Chrift 19Þre. 
cloves! Per; 2: 7.) An llubcliever 'C-lke the* Indians ) (eeth 
no-wbrth in tH's golden Mz#n}, but preterreth a piece of Glak, 
or a few painted Peas, mean, earthly things before it ; but 
a believer ( like the Spaniard ) knoweth the value of it 
and will venture thro1+gh all.ftorms and tempelts that e 
may-erjjoy it. Deſt thou priſe the- precepts of Chriſt, the 
promiſes of' Chrilt-; the people -of Chriſt , the perſon & 
Chrilt, ( is that altogeth: r Tovely in thine eyes ) and the 
paſſhon of Chriſt? Is thy griateſt glory in Chriſts ſhamehl 
Croſs ? Dolt-thou elteem i: 4bove - the higheſt Emperoun 
molt - glorious Crown ? 'One - of Englands 'Kings ,- bt- 
fiowed: as 'much: on a Crucifix , as the revenues of hy 
Crown ''weae  worth-in a Year. ! 'Go4 forbid © ( (aith 
Paul |) ' that. I ſhould glory,' ſave in the Criſt of Corift, 
Gal. 6. Th. 
Doth thy. faith purihe thine heart ? Hving their beart 
purified: by faith, Acts 15. 9. The hand of taith which 
6th the Door to tet Chriſt into the heart, {wer-perh the heat 
cle. | Faith looks to be like Chriſt in glory 3 and faith ls 
bours to reſemble Chriſt in grace. An unbclievcr ( liket 
fluttiſh Womap ) though he keep the room of his life a 
little clean, which others daily obſerve, yet he carcs not 
how <irtily thoſe rooms of -his inward man lye, whickat 
out of their ſight ; wnbelieving and defiled are joyn.d to 
gether, Tit. 1. 15. 
Examine thy- love, The primitive Chriſtians kiſſed each 


other at the Supper , which "they called , Oſculum ore 
mm At 
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A kif of peace. They had their ' feaſts of charity, Fudev 12. 
The bread which we eat, is it not the Communion of the bady 
: piv- of Chriſt ? As the bread is made of mary grains, and the cup 
d en- WY of wine of many grapes unded {0 5 the body of Chriſt of 
«\ {i many members, united under one head. Eating together 
fty WY was cver 2 fign of love and friendſhip. Foſeph hereby 
nt vp WW ſhewed his love to his brethren. The Sons of Bratus, aud my. & 
Ty WW the Vitellis when they conſpired with Tarquins Embaſſadors, oy armMen 
Price BN againtt che Conlul, drank the blood of a man together, to 
confirm their amity. Even Bealts have been brought to 
(eeth WY agree, by feeding at the ſame Rack. 
Ila Now Reader what l-ve-ftre halt thou for this love-ſeaft, 
z but Dolt thou love the brethren as brethren, becauſe they 
of it, are related to God, and becaufethey have the Image of God ? 
at he Or doſt thou love them only tor the natural qualities in 
, the them, arld their curtehe to thee? this fire I mult tell thee 
"n f W is Kitchin firc , which muſt be fed with ſuch courſe fuel ; 
| the WW the former only is the fire which is taken from Gods Al- 
weful tar? Doſt thou love Chrift in a Cottage, as well as in a 
rous WF Court ? Dott thou love a poor as well as a rich Chriſtian ? 
- be MW Doſt thou love grace in rags, as much asgrace in robes ? Is 
bs WW it their honour , or their holineſs which» thou dolt ad- 
(aith BY mire? 
miſt As thy duty is to examine thy (elf concerning thy graces, 
ſo alſo concerning thy corrwptions. Betore a Sacrament there 

cart BY ſhould be a through fearch for allthy fins. Thc Jews be- 
pet fore their Paſſeover ſearched all over their houſes for leaven, 
1art nay, they ſearched every corner and Mouſe-hole with a wax 
| li WF , Candle (as ſome write. ) There is a threefold laven; 
Kea uſt, A leaven of Hypocriſie , Beware of the leaven of the Pha- 
te 2 riſees; which is Hypocrifte, Luke 12. 1. Secondly, A /eaven 

not of Herefie , a little heaven leaveneth the whole lump, Gal. 5. 9. 
Yar Thirdly, A leaven of Enormity, or ſcandal, purge out the old 

tos lexven, 1 Cor. 5. 7, Thy care muſt be to make a diligent 

yu enquiry for all this raven. | The iniquitics of wicked men 
ach BW will find them ox, but good men will find out thcir _ 
it, i ties, 1 hnow mine iniquities, faith David, Pſalm 51. When 
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evil humours lie hid in the body, they hinder the ſirength 
it might get by food. When fins lye undiſcovered 
the foul, they will hinder its digeſting ſpiritual meat and' t} 


drink. tr 

At a Seſſions there are ſome indictments read, and (it miy (< 
be ) ſome execution done; but at an Aſſize there are many wW 
Malefactors arraigned, and many cxecuted, the Goal is then þ 
cleared of thoſe verminez A Chriſtian ſhould keep a petty G 
Seſſions 1n his heart every day , do what he can for the bi 
conviction and condemnation, of his ſins; but beforea & be 
crament, he muſt keep an Aſſize, there mult be a genenl th 
Goat-delivery ; all his fins. mult be ſought after, indicted an 'F 
exccated z- the room of his heart muſt be cleared of thok {e! 
vipess- ' Particularly examine thy {elf of thy fins buce the - (v 


laſt Sacrament 3. how forgetful thou haſt been of the Oath be 
the Lord, which thou didft then enter into ; be not ſlight go 
formal in ſearching after thy fins, like ſome Officers, thi ar 
willingly oyer-look the Thieves they ſearch for ; but be x of 
diligent to find them out, asthou would(ſi be to find out the > 
Murderers of thy father or beſt friend. un 

But. be ſure thou compare thy heart and life withtkk gi\ 
Law of God. Ohow many (pots will that glaſs diſcos chi 
When the woman hath fwept her houſe and gathercd tle 
duſt up altogether, ſhe thinks there is none left, but whentk 
Sun doth but ſhine in through ſome broken Pane of Glak 


ſhe ſecth the whole Houſe ſwarm with innumerable Mots 
of duſt, floating to ayd xo jn the Air. The light of Gos tor 
Law will make innumerable fins viſible to thee, which with an 
out 1t will lic hid. | . 8 hs 
2. There is requiſite as a ſerious examination of thy an 
ſo alſo. ſincere humiliation for. thy fins. The cleanly Dan Fo 
15 carcful alwayes to keep, her Pewter and Braſs clean, anc 
againſt a good time, ſhe is, yery.curions to have hex Vellclsn bel 
only clean but bright, and.fpr this end ſhe. will not ovly.# th 
them, but take much pains 'in ſcouring them, Chrill riſ 
, Now is the good time before which thou ſhouldſt ou M: 


the veſſel of thy heart ,'that no dirt ( if poſſible ) mu 
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ſtick to it. This true humiliation conliſteth partly. in 
mourning forfin, partly in turning from fin. 

1: In mourning for ſm. The Phariſees would not eat 
their common bread with zwaſhed hands, leſt they ſhould 
tranſgrels the traditions of their Elders, Friend, if thoa 
ſhould(t cat this facred bread with an znwaſhed byart, thou 
wilt horribly tranſgrc{s the Commandment of thy God. The 

ws did cat the Paſſeover with bitter bearbs, and cruly 'we 
Gefniles maſt eat'a broken body with broken bones, The murc 
bitter fin is to thee betore, the more (weet thy Saviour will 
be to thee at the Sacrament; Bleſſed are they that mourn, for 
they ſhall be comforted, Mat. 5.3. A wet feed time will bring 
a Sun-ſhiny and plentiful Harveſt. One of the Fathers ob- 
ſerveth that David the greatelt moxrner *in Tjrael, was the 


 (weetelt finger in Iſrael. Beans thrive beſt if fteept m water 


before they be ſown, and truly fo will thy ſoul it fieept in 
godly ſorrow before thou goelt to the Sacrament. Give ſtrong 
drink, to him that is ready to periſh, and wine to thoſe that are 
of beavy hearts, Prov. 31.6. When thy heart is heavy under 
che ſ:nſe of thine unhohine(s, and thow art ready! to periſh 
under the weight of thy wickeduels, then Jeſus Chriſt will 
give thee that wine, that blood which will refreſh and make 
thine heart glad. 

Thoſe Trces ſhoot higheſt in Sxmmer, that ſhoot lowelt 
into the earth in Winter, No-Chriſtian uſually rileth fo high 
in conſolation, as he that 1s caſt downlowelt in Evangelical 
humihation. - There are two inthe New Teſtament famous 
for their contrition , and they are famous for Gods reſpet 
and afi&iom to them. Mary was a great monrner, We {cldom 


*®have a view of her in Scripture without d-w' on her face, 


and tears in' her eyes, Lithe 7. 38, 39.. Luke 23. 27, 28. 
Fobn 19. 25: and” 20, 11315. But the had the ſpecial honour 
ind favour of ſecing the belt light which ever mortal eycs 
beheld b<fore all others z ' even the bleſſed Redeemer in 
the firſt ſtep of his exaltation. Now when Feſus was 
riſen early the firjt day of the week ,, be appeared firſt tx Mary 
Magdalen out of whom he had «aft ſcoen Devils, Mark) 16. 9. 

Hh2 Mary 
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Mary had finned greatly, and ſorrowed greatly, and was yp. 
on it greatly reſpe&ed by God. Peter wept bitterly. Alok 
from love broke his heart in pieces 3 but Chriſt took ſpec 
care to bind up this broken heart,to pourOyl into his wound. like 
- ed conlcicnce, and thercfore when a meſſenger is diſpatchel Har 
from Heaven to acquaint the World with the joytul new that 


of the Saviours rcfurreion, no name 1s particularly ment Rep 
oned in his commiſſion but Peters. God gives him an exprek Scrf 
command, that whoſoever ſhould remain ignorant of thok , 


happy tidings, he ſhould be ſure that Peter have notice of it a 
Go your way ( faith the Angel ). Tell bis Diſciples and Peter, ay 
that he goeth before you into Galilee, there ye ſhall ſee bin. tot 
When a King hath ſome extraordinary good news, and ſend: BF > F 


5 eth a Courtier to acquaint his intimate friends with it, but ſor 
chargeth him, Tell them all of it, but be ſure ſuch an Ea ent 
have notice of it z whoever you forget, remember him; Al Go 


will conclude this is the favourite ; Peter thought that becauſe wh 
he had forſworn Chriſt, therefore Chriſt might jullly forget the 
him; but Chriſt took ſuch care, that if but one in th dy 
World befides thoſe two Women at the Szpulchre, had no- on 


tice of his Reſurrection, penitent Peter ſhould be the man. - 0 bo 
the Rhetorick, the power of an unfeigned tear ! Repentanc þ 
hath more prevalency with the bleſſed God, than all the | 
robes, riches, crowns and Diadems of the greateſt Potentats M 
in the World. In 

O Reader,if thou wouldſt have heavenly muſick at thefead, gf 


mind this holy mourning ; when Foſepbs brethren wereſ@ il 
ſible of their ſin inſelling him, then and not till then he mad: 
them a feaſt, Jeſus Chriſt made the belt wine that ever was#Ml *® 
water. The Bee (Natwralifts tell us) gathers the beſt honyd q 
the bictereſt hearbz God hath (olid joy for the broken bogs, | 
the contrite ſpirit 3 caſt up the accounts betwixt God aud thy 
foul, ſee how infinitely thou art indebted to his Majeſty, 4 
bor thy ſelf, with Fob, Bemoan thy ſelf, with Ephraim, and judg i /* 
thy felf (as Paw/cnjoyneth his Corinthians, 1n relation to the 
Ordinance) as ever thou wouldſt have God at the Sacrament 
to ſeal thee a general acquittance, 

Sacrament 
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Sacrament-dayes are ſealing daycs;z God doth then feal 
his love and ſtamp his Image more tairly on theſoul; , now if 
thy heart be melted into godly ſorrow, and made thereby 
like foft wax, thou wilt be fit for this ſeal and ſtamp. The 
Hart in grazing kills and eats a Serpent which ſo flames her, 
that ſhe can have no reſt till ſhe drink of the water brooks. 
Repentance will make thee feel the ſcorching nature of. that 
Serpent, ſin, and thereby long for and reliſh the water of lite. 

2. There muſt be a twrmng from ſin. Thou canit never 
communicate with true comfort, it thou doſt not communicate 
with a clear conſcience. The Mahwmetans before they enter tmm- 
totheir Temples, waſh their feet, and when they are entring 
in put offtheir Shoos. As thy duty is to waſh thy foul in godly 
ſorrow, fo alfo to put off thy ſinful aff:&tions, before thou 
entreſt into Gods houſe to partake of this Ordinance, If 
God takes it ill when men take his Name into their mouths, 
who hate to be ref.rmed, how ill will he take it, it ſuch take 
the body and blocd of his Son into their mouths ! Chritts bo- 
dy was not to ſee corruption,neither will it mingle with cor- 
ruption, He lay in a new womb, in a new tomb, and he 
will lye in a new heart. When fin is caſt our, then Jeſus 
Chriſt will enter into thy ſoul. Draw nigh to God, and he will 
draw nigh to you.But mark how they muſt prepare themſelves, 
who would approach the Lord, Cleanſe your hearts ye ſinners, 
and purifie your hands ye dowble minded, James 4. 8, 9. 

The Jews before the Paſſeover cleanſed all their Veſſels, 
which they feared might have Leaven fiicking to them, burnt 
all the Leaven they could find, and curſed all in their houſes 

» &#hether found or not found; astheir Antiquaries inform us. 
Truly when thou goeſt to the Supper, it concerneth thee to 
cleanſe thy foul of the leaven of tin ; by an high indignation 
atit, and hearty reſolution againſt it. Parge out therefore the 
old kaven, that ye may be a new lump : for Chriſt our Þ aſſeover is 
ſacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the feaſt not with the old 
kaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickednef, but with the 
unleavened bread of ſincerity and truth, 1 Cor. 5. 7,8. Reader, 
k would be a trampling under foot the blood of Chriſt, 
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dnd counting it as an unholy thing, it thou ſhouldſt 
; theTable of the Lord-with loveto any luſt. For the Ly 
ſake; and. fon thy, {oul's ſake, take heed of padling ,jn't 
-\bloodptiChriſi, as 3f it were channel water, Alas, thou 
littteleſs; 'if thaw partakelt of the Sacrament” withoirity 
and indignation againſt every fin, True repentan#' 
* plicthan averſion from fin, If they ſhall bumble themſelver, 
turn from their evil ways, 2 Chron. 7.14. The burnt' 
will. dread the fire. The maui that hath ſmarted for {i 
ſhip, will. by.nq means be ,per{[waded to cone again i 
'bonds;;” airge him to it never {o much, he will tell you'h 
hath paid :dear for it, and theretore- you muſt excuſe 
he is reſolved, nay, hath vowed. again(} it, and 'thow 
he be:never fo much intreated, is th] inexorable. The 
ſtian who. hath truly xepented, 15 fo ſenſible of the, weigh 
of ſin and wrath of God, that he 15 refolved never mot! 
meddle with thoſe burning coals z alas, they are too ha 
for him. David, that had repented of his fin, would} 
drink of that water, which had but been the occaſioty 
hazarding mens lives, though beforc he could drink tk 
'. blood of Voiah, Fenjtent Peter, though: before he wi 
Fall of.(clf-contidence, that he-preferred himſelf before 
'* other: Apoſiles 3 Though all deny thee, yet will not I, yet it 
wards, though occalion were offered him of commend 
himſclt, fotbears it : Peter, laveſt thou me more'than theſe ? Lal 
 #howt kuneſt I love thee. He faith, not more than theſe,” ( 
-- Reader, /ic was, Eſau's,exprellion, The days of mourni 
my father: are coming, and then 1 will ſlay my brother Tak: 
ſay thou, The days of mourning far the death of my dear Savi 
and everlaſting Fatbery are come, and now I will ſlay mp, 4% 
loved tuſts , mow. will I be xevenged- of them for their endeg 
20 'rbb me of my ſpirutual birth-right, to wropg me of my tte 
.. bleſſing. - | TOS tas x4 
+ + Thisrepentance excrciſcd betore the Sacrament, woaul 
prepare thy ftomack for the Feaſt, it would cleanſe if, ut 
cauſe it to (avour the daintics, there z it would make the 
.. hungry, and.hwnger 4 the bes ſauce. , Arjaxerxes flying yz | 


i 
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life, £d-on barly-bread, and a few dried figs, and laid, It was 
the bet meal that ever be made. 

When thou halt thus' prepared.thy ftomack for this :hea- 
venly banquet, : take heed of relymg upon thy pains: and 

ti0n, cither for a right pertormance of the duty, .or 
tor thine acceptance in the Ordinance. Many a poor crea- 
ture, 1 am perſwaded, gocth with much humiliation tor 
fin, and cometh away without any conſolation, becauſe they 
made a Saviour of their ſorrow. Praile thy Phytitian, it he 
have made thee (cnſible of thy lickneſs,' but do not provoke 
him, by making thy pain to be the 'plaiſter for thy cure. 
Alas, thy preparation it felt needeth much pardon; if God 
ſhould deal itritly with thee, thy prayers would be found 
dung, thy ſighs unſavoury breath, thy very tears puddle 
watews. : Refle@ on them thy: {elt, and compare them with 
the Law of God, and thou wilt tind cauſe to pray over'thy 
prayers, tb- weep over thy tears, to be aſhamed of thy ſhame, 
and:to abhor thy (elf for thy ſelf-abhortency, 

Do not. think with thy ſelf, I have examined my heart 
futhfully; and fhnd that I do not come ſhort of the grace of 
God z/ I have acknowledged mine iniquities;* and been ſor- 
rowtul: tor my ſins, and therefore I cannot- miſcarry at this 
Sacrament. Such'a trzfting of thy (elf, would'be a tempting 


of thy Saviour, and would certainly hinder the ſucceſs of 


the Sacrament : it would be to thee, as the cutting off Sam- 
fon's locks was to him, He thought #6 have gorie(forth as 'at 
other times, and ſhake himſelf : | nd by 'wift 10t- that the Lord 
wa teparted: from\bint. Thou: mailt think, after fach {elf- 
niidence, toigo to the Lord's Supper'ss at other times; 
but alas, what wile thou do? for the Lord will depart from 
thee; and 'then what ſpett will Satan ahd fin, thoſeugcir- 
.cumciſed ones; make with thee 2 / 1 | 14 215 + tok 

-| (Reader ler tale-perſwade thee iwher thowhaſt been Yi- 
. Igene m the trial of thyspinitull eftave|-arid bhaſPÞwith tnany 
tears bewailed che pollutwon of:thy natue, andtranſpreſlions 
ofthy life, to caft thy» (uf wholly'apon*Jeſas Chriſt for a(- 
lance inthe duty. As Fehoſaphat, when he'tad- $6000 


men 


Judg.16.20, 


—_ th. 
— — 


F.-*.;. a68 Of the Natare of the Lord's Supper, 


2 Chron. 20. men ready armed for the battel, cried out, O Lo#d oxy 
. 6, we have no might againſt this great company, neither know w. 
what to do, but our eyes are unto thee. So atcer thou haſt may 
the greateſt preparation poſlible, as believing the weight ag 
worth of the Supper; 'the purity and Majelty of.the Mafia 
of the Feaſt, do thou look up to Chriſt, and fay, Lid, þ 
have nc ability, nv might for this great Supper, for 'a right pu 
formance of this great Ordimance, neither know I what to do ; but 
mine eyes are nnto thee. When Aſa had an Army of two huys 
dred and fourſcore thouſand men of valour, to tight with 
the Ethi-pians, he pope and traſteth to God, as it hea 
not one man. Lord, it is nothing for thee to help, whahy 
— with many, or with them that i power, Fre.x 0 Lad 
| Gud, for we reſt on thee, and in thy name we go againſt this grua 
muktitude. So do thou ſay, Lord, T have no pawer for this bu 
Supper z help me, O Lord my God, for I reſt on thee, and in 
name'I go to this great and weighty Ordinance. \_ Truly 
thou, after all the proviſion thou haſt made, diſclamit 
wholly in regard of dependance, and caſt thy (4lf on Chin 
for-affiltance, I durſt be the Prophet to forctel a good ida 
The gaudy flower which ſtandeth upon ics own ſtalk, dot 
quickly wither, when the :plain Ivy that depends upon 
houſe, and leans onit, 1s freſh and green all the year. Hetht 
truljeth to his own legs in this duty, is as ſure to fall as it 
were down already, The weak child walketh ſafeſt, thi 
all the way holdeth by, and hangeth upon its parent. 

If thou wert now going ta receive, be adviſed to: wilt 
after'Pqvid's copy 3 he looked up to God both for aſſiſtae 
and acceptance: 1will go in the ſtrength of the L1rd, I willwyi 
mention of thy righteouſnefl, yea, of thine only, Pſal. 71. 16. WU 
thy praQtice be ſuitable to his; when thou :gocſt.out aftly 
houſe; and let thy prayer be the fame with. the Spouls, 
when thou, art-cntring into God's houſe: Q then look Wii 
heaven, and cry mightily, Aweoke; thou north-wind, and: 
O ſouth, blow upon my garden, that the ſpices theteof may flows 
Let my heloved come into bis garden, and eat bis pleaſont frm, 
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CHAP. XIX. 


How 4 Chriftian may exercife himſelf to Godlineſs at 


the Table. 


Come to the ſecond particular about the Lord's Supper, 
"and that is thy behaviour at the Table, or in the time of 
rectiving.. In reterence to. which I would adviſe thee, 
{To mind the ſuitable ſubjets which are to be conſidered 
atit. ©2. To obſerve the ſpecial graces which are to be exer- 
dſed in it. There are three principal ſubjetts of meditation, 
when thou approacheſt the Table, in order to: the three 
graces which mult then be ated. The ſubjects of meditation 
are Chriſt's paſſion, his affeion, and thy own corr#ptions. The 
three graces are Faith, Love, and godly ſorrow. Chrift's death 
6 farefooting for faith. Paw! never delired better. x Cor. 2.2. 
it is not only an eld and precious, but 2 tried ſtone, and a ſure 
fundation, on which whoſoever believeth, fall never be con- 
funded, Iſa. 28. 16. Faith picks excellent food. from this 
heavenly carkaſs. The love of Chrift difplayed m his death, 
anſech and calleth forth the love of a Chriftien. Faith bring- 
&h the ſoul ( that is like a dead coal ) near to the live coals 
of God's burning love in giving his only Son, and Chriſt's 
burning love in giving himſelf; and by theſe it is turned 
mto fire,” all in a flame of love : as the Eccho anſwereth the 
voice, it returneth the love it recciveth. Our own fins me- 
ditated on, ſtir up the third .grace, which is godly ſorrow. 
Though indeed this liquor will run from any of the three 
veſſels, if they be but pierced. When Chriſt hung upon the 
Crols under the weight of God's wrath, water came out of 
his fides as well as bloud. Who can think of his fufferings 
without ſorrow ? and of his bloud without tears? His love 
m its heat, may well thaw the moſt frozen ſpiritz- but fin 
thecauſe of his ſufferings, will, like a knife, cut and prick to 

the heart indeed. - But, 
[i Firſt, 


Secondly. 
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Firſt, I begin with the ſibjedts of meditation, and amggy 
them in the firtt place-w:th the, Paſfion of Chritt, * 

Firſt, Mcditate now on the ſufferings of thy Saviour, the ti 
wounds of Chrili, -out of which came precious: ballvuagy \hhis 
heal all thy finful ſores, ought never to bc forgotten; butthe Wr 
remembrance of them 15 never fo {cafonable as at a Sac Pa 
ment. Oneend of the inſtitution of this Ordinance, wy 


commemoration .of Chriſt's deaths As oft as ye eat 
bread, and drink this-eup, ye ſhero forth the Lord's death til 
come, 1 Cor. 1 1 26, 27, The Sacrament 1s a lively crucif 
wherein Jeſus Chriſt 1s evidently fſct forth, crucifed belae 
thine eyes. When thou-ſeeſt the bread and wine conſecy 
and ſet apart, <onlider how God the Father did from, 
nity ſet apart bi only Son for his bloudy paſſion, and thy 
ſed'redemption. Conſider he was a Limb. ſlain before 
foundation of the world. When thou feelt the breadayl 
Wine upon the Table, confider, that as the corn was ground 
in the mel to make that” bread, and the grapes ſqueezed ty 
make that wine, ſo thy Saviour was beaten in the mill a 
wine-prels of his, Father's wrath, before he could ber 
indeed, and' drinkindeed, to nouriſh thee unto life everlalþ 
ing Whenthou ſeeſt the bread broken in pieces, think hoy 
the body of Chriſt wasbroken for thine iniquities. It ph 
the Lord to bruiſe hin, ( as ſpice 15 b:aten ſmall in a mong 
with a pcſtcl, ſo the word ſignifieth ) Iſs. 53. 10. Wd 
might he cry out, I am-ſecble and ſire broken, 1 have rog 
by reaſon of the diſquietneſs of my beart, Pſa. 38. 8, Wha 
thou ſeeſt the wine poured ont, meditate on his precas 
bloud, which was ſhed for many for the remiſſion of ſins. O agg 
kder his woundsand his words, I 2m poured ont like watt, 
and all my bones ave ont of joynt ;' my heart i like wax, «1 
melted in the midft of my bowelr. P(31. 22.14. Conſider: 
dokful tragedy which he a&ted from firft to laſt 5-meduati - ne 
on his Incarnation. For the Som of God to become the Sa 
man z for him that lived from all eternity, to be born 
tunes for him thac thundereth in the clouds, to cry il 
cradle; for him that created all things, to become a ate 
rure, 
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tare; is a greater foff:ring, than' if all the men” and Angels 
in this and the other world were crouded into an atorn>; or 
timed into nothitrg. - This was the firſt and greateſt Nepof 
whamtiation. Conſider the ntzmnerof his birth 3 he was 
born, notof ſome great Princes, but of mearrand indigent 
Parents3\ not in a Royal Palace, but i a place where beggers 
ind beaſts are entertained, a' Srable; he was no ſooner born, 
bit ſought"after tobe butchered.” He fled for his life in his 
yery ſwadling-clouts, 2nd was artearly Marty indeed. When 
begrew up, though he was 6f ability 'to have {way'd' the 
Kepter of all the Empires in the world, to have inftructed the 
teſt Potentates and Counſellors in the myfterics of wif- 
dom and knowledge; thoughrto him Adam and So/rmor, 
yea, and Angels thentſelves, were fools : yet he lived private- 
ly with his ſappofed father many years,aud ſuffered hrs Detty 
to be hid, as light-in a dark Lantern, neat thirty years, ſave 
that once it darted a litth out, when at twelve years of age 
he diſputed ' and confuted the great Rabbies of the Few, 
Lake 2. 46. . 
When he entred upon his publick Miniſtry, he is no ſo0n- 
er-aſcended the fiage, butall the devils in hell appear agamſt 
fim, and he is forced to fight hand to hand with'them for 
forty days together ; and when they letthim, they did not 
take their leave, but departed only for a ſeaſon, Luke 4:13, His 
whole lite was a living death. * How poor was he,'when he 
was' fain to work-a miracle to pay his Tax } The foxer bad 
bikes, and the birds of the air had neſts, \butt the $12 if man bad 
wt' where to lay bis bead, though-he were herr of all thinos, 


«Matth. 8. 20; What did he fuffer in his name, when: the 


worſt words inthe mouthes of th: _ were thought not 
bad enough for him ? He is called the Carprnters'ſon, 2 = 
ton, o drunkard, 'a blaſpbemer,- 2 friend of piublitans: and (in 


: ere; a Samaritan, 'a devil, ttay, the 'prince of -devily, ' What 


hunger, and thirſt, and wearineſs did he undergo ? He that 


feeds others with his own fleſh, had many 'n hungry belly. 


He that gave others that water,' of which whotoever drink- 
cth ſhall thirft'n6 more,” had” his own 'Yeiis' ſacking and 
Ii 2 paning 


How « Chriſtian may exerciſe himſelf 


paining him for thirſt. He that is himſelt the only Arkfy 
the weary Dove to flic to for reſt, did himſclt take manyy 
weariſom ſtep, and travel many a tirclome journey. , Wl 
might the Prophet call him, a man of farrows, and acque zing 
, with griefr, though he had ſuffered no more than whity 
already written, but all this was but the beginning of by 
forraws. The dregs of the cup were at the bottom, 
lels many an akiug heart hag he (.as a woman with chilgy 
bctoxe-hand, when he thought of the biteer pangs, (hay 
throws, and. hard labour, which he was wh 
clofe of his lite. : DO, Friend, Remember this ſon of David 
and all bis troubles. But to cone to his end, which is (Þe: 
cially repreſented in this Ordinance, I will take him/g 
the Garden, where he f:lt more than I can wtiteyor think) 
Conkidex, his. body, there, . it was all over n.a , goar blogd? 
Ah. what ſuffered he, when he, did ſweat <hds_of., blond! 
To {weat blood is-againlt nature , much more in a ll 
ſeaſon, mott of all when he was full of tear and terrour, tha 
the blood 1etreats to the heart to guard it, and to be guarded 
WE. 2:4 "ot PP OY ty: 
+. But behold, Reader, . thy Saviour for thy fake, and unde 
the weight of thy fins, did {weat blood in a cold night, when 
he was exceedingly afraid. Ah! who would not love ſucha $6 
viour, and who would not loath fin ! But the ſufferings of 
his Bady, were ing tothe tufferings of his Souls thele werg 
the/axl of his ſufferings, Obſcrye his cxprelſion, My ſoulis 6% 
ogeding ſarrowful :- My, ſoul is exceeding ſorrowful wnto death, 
Unto death, not only. extenſively, ſeventeen or cightcen hours, 
till death ended his hte 3, but chiefly intenſively, ſuch ſorrow 35 
the. pangs of death bring, ſurely far greater. Again, Father, j 


it be poſſible, kt this cup paſt from me. Wile and; valiant men dais 


not. complain; of .nothing.. . Ah, how bitter was that, cup, 
which Valour. aud Reſolution . it ſelf ſermed unwilling-to 
drink ! The two;molt cormenting paſſions which are, Fear & 
Grief, did now ſeize ypon bim in the higheſt degree: He began 
#0 be ſorroxoful and. yery heavy, (aith Matthew, chap. 2.6. ver. 374 
He began 40 by ſorg 9914%84 and 'very beavy, laigh Mark, chap. ts: 
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- Reader, follow him farther ; One Diſciple (elleth him at 
the price of a Slavez another Dilciplz forſweareth him , all 
of them forſake him, and fly ; the greedy Wolves lay hold on 
this innocent Lamb ;, the bloody Jews apprehend him, bind 
his hands like a Thiet,and hale him away to the High-Prictt ; 
then they hire perſons to belye Truth it (ſelt ; But when their 
teflimony was inſuthcient, upon his own moſt holy cont«(ſi- 
on, a ſentence of condemnation 1s paſt upon him. -Contider 
now how the ſervants {mite his blefſed cheeks with their 
fiſts,and (pit on that beautiful face with their mouths, which 
Angeli counted their hmonur to bebol4, the Maſters flout him 
with their {corntul carriage, & mock him with their petulant 
lnguage : He muſt be the ſk into which they fling all their 
fith. Afterwards they carry himto Pi/ate ; he ſendeth him 
to Herod, Herod with fome ſcorns and offs ſendeth him 
back : Thus is he, like a toot-ball, ſpurned up and down 
betwcen thoſe inhumane wretches : Pilate tears his fleth 
with wawnds and nails, and preſenteth him to the people 
with a crown of Thorns on his head, to move pity; the 
people thirfting attcr his blood, can by no words be per- 
(waded , by no m:ans be prevailed with, to let this in» 
nocent Dove cſcape. Though he be put m competition 
with a Murdercr, yet the Murderer 1s preferred before 
him and as the worlt of the two, he is-at laſt condemned 
as a ſeditious perſon,and a Traytor againlt CeſsrsCrown and 
Dignity , to-,be. crucihed without the gate, leſt the City 
ſhould be polluted with his blood. Naw Reader, come 
Jong like the beloved Diſciple , and- bchold thy Saviour 
ing his own Croſs, and Fbing to the place of execution, 
to dye the death of.a Slave 3 for no Freeman was ever cruci- 
tied; therefore Fultanin derilion called him, The ſtaked God. 
He is no ſooner come to the diſmal plice of dead: mens 
Skulls, but they tear off his-cloaths ( and ſome think $kin 
and all) glued to his back with their bloody — 
they ſretch his body, as cloth with renters, and rack it (6 
that his bones ſtart-out of his skin : (I may tell all my bones, Pal. . 


22,17. )in nailing his ewo hands to the two horns , and 
| Ii 3 his 
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his feet ( thoſe parts fo fulf of nerves and finews, and ſo'th 
molt ſenſible of any parts of the body _) to the ttump of > 
Croſs : ( They digged my bands and my feet: ) and hang hy 
up berween two Thieves, as the moſt notoro0us” Malctih 
of the three; He war numbred among the Tranſprefſhri3.”: 
blcody, watching, faſting, ſcorched, wracked body, 3 
refſed with exquiſite painy and his anguiſh fo veheme 
he cryeth out, I rhirft ; to quench which, they give hit 
negar and gall, and ſfi:e it with a ſcoff to make jc roll 
the better 3 Let ws ſee whether Elias will come and ſau hi 
But Oh! who can imagine what he ſuffered in his (oulyy 
he hung under the weight of mens revenge, Devils rageth 
Laws curſe, and the Logds wrath ! Men revile him, waggi 
their heads, and ſaying, Thow. that deſtroyeſt 1he Temple, . 
buildeft it in three dayes, ſave thy ſelf + He ſaved others, 
he cannot ſave ; To him that was afflicted, pity ſhould haven 
ſhewn , but they added affliction tc- the afflifted, and forſook th 
fear of the Almighty. All the Devils in Hell were now pup 
ting forth their utmoſt power and' policy ( for this was " 
hour, and the power of darkmf$) to encreale his ſufferings, th 
if poſhble, they might provoke him to fin, thereby to lx 
ſeparated his Humane nature from his Divine, that it mij 
have periſhed eternally, and all mankind with it ; batt 
ſting of his death is yet behind. The head of that ans 
which picrced his heart indeed, was thefrown of his Fathz 
That his Kinſmen, the Jews, whom he came to ſahRike al 
redeem} ( for he was theglory of his people Iſrael ) ſhould & 
liver him up to be crucified, was not a ſmall aggravation 
his miſery: That his Apoſtles that had been eye-witneſſes ofhs 
miracles, and car-witnefles of his Oracles ( to whom he 
ſpoken ſo pathetically, Will ye alfa forſake me * aud whokl 
told him fo rcfolutely, We will go with thee into priſon, and h 
death, Lake 22.33. Mat.26.35. ) ſhould now m his greattf 
extremity rurn their backs upon him, added Tome more gil 
to his bitter cup : That his Mother ſhould ftand by the Crdl 
weeping,and have her ſoul pierced through with the ſwordd 
his ſufferings, wastar from being an allay to his ſorrows ; ns 
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chat his Father, of whom he had often boaſted, It is my Fa- 
ther that hononreth m:, My F «ther Irveth me, T and my Father 
are amr, thould now in his low cliate,in his day of adverlity,in 
hiscritical hour, not only not help him, and leave him alone, 
25an harmlcls Dove, amongſt ſo many ravenous Vultures, 
w.conteſt with all the fury of Earth and Hell; but alfo 

xr out the Vials of his own Wrath upon him, and(though 
the Union was: not diflolved, yet ) ſuffer the beams, the 
influences to be” reftrained, that he might fully bear the 
curſe of the Law, and feel the weight ot fin; this was the 
batteft fire in which the Paſchal Lamb was roaſted ; this 
cauſed chat Heart-breaking, Soul-cutting, Heaven-picrcing 
expreſſion, My God, My God, why haſt thou forſaken me ! O 
how! how juſtly might he have cryed out with Fob, Have 
pity por wie my friend, have pity upon me, for the hand ( not 
only-of my Encmics.and my friends , of multitudes of 
men, and of Legions of Devils, but the hand _) of God hath 
tn:hed me. How truly might the Husband have taken up 
his Spouſes lamentation. Fs it nothing to you, all ye that paſi 
by f Behold and ſee, if there be any ſurrow like mnto my ſor- 
raw, which is done unto me, wherewith the Lord hath afflifted me, 
in the day of his fierce anger. Ah who can write or read ſuch 
a tragedy with dry eyes ! 

Friend, when thou art at the Sacrament, think of theſe 
ſufferings, and belicve it. they will make work among thy 
fins. When thou takeſt the cxxp of wine, do not forget the 
an of Wormwood, which thy Saviour drunk for thy fake; be 
drank of the Brook in the way, he drank the cup of his Fathers 
wrath infinitely imbittered with the curſe of the Law, that 

*Hhou mighteſt drink the cp of bleſſing. At the Table obey 
his own command, Do this in remembrance of me. 

Secondly, Meditate on the affedtion of Chriſt, We will re- 
menber thy love more than wine,faith the Spoule z when the 
keſtthe wine , think of that love which 1s better than wine. 
Believe it, if ever there were a love-feaſt, this is it. Men teſtifie 
their love in bcttowing food on their hungry friends, but 


ah what love was that which gave his bleſſed body and 
Precigus 


» war eas, 
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Precious blood to feed his (tarving enenves. He that. & 
{idercth what Chriſt ſuffered, and tor whom, may wellth/ 
he was little” elſe, but a /emp of love z His compallion is ink 
nitely viſible in his paſſion. What love was that which mon 
him to lay down his life for thee ! Friend, ifever thou hy 
hard thoughts of Chriſt, take a view of him in the formg 
ſubje& of meditation, and conlider whether his heart be ax 
ſet upon ſinners, when. he ſhed his heart blood for their 
The redneſs of the fire diſcovers its heat. - Ohow did 
redne(s of this Roſe of Sharon, the blood which iflued ton 
his head, and back, and- hands, and feet, and heart, an 
whole bolly, ſpeak his burning, his fiery love ! Well mught 
the Apolile John joyn' and pair thole Turtle-Doves; Wh 
hath loved us and waſted us in bis blood, Rev. 1.5. In 
drop of his blood, there is an Ocean of love, Well mz 
the Apolile Pax} produce this as an undeniable teſtimony 
the truth of his love, I/ho loved me, and gave himſelf for my, 
Gal. 2. 20. His bleeding paſſion was ſuch a full demonſin- 
tion of his deareſt affeion, as the whole World never ſay 
the like bctoxe, nor ever ſhall again; In it his love wg 
diſſected and ript up; you rmay tellallits bones, Judas gar 
him to the Jews, out of love to money : The Jews gavehin 
to Pilate to be condemned, out of love to envy, Pilate 
him to the Souldiers to be Crucificd, out of love to ſelf-inte- 
reſt; but Chriſt gave himſelf out of pure love to ſave ſouls 
The great aud glorious God doth things that are ſingulady 
eminent for the manifeſtation of his attribwtes, When he 
would evidence his power, he produceth with a word .the 
whole creation out of the barren Womb of nothing; kk 
did but will it, and the whole world preſently ſtarted int 
a being. By this he often proves his deity , Iſa. 45. 1h 
I/a. 43+ 11. As ſhadows repreſent the figure of thoſe bodies 
"I whence they are derived, fo do the creatures manifeſ 
Me power of their Maker. 
When he would manifeſt his Fwftice, he layeth the dark 
vault of Hell, and laycth in, and ftoreth it with fire, and 
brimftone, and chains, and blackneſs of darkneſs, and 
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gnawing WOrms, and pure wrath, and Devils, andall the in- 
firaments of eternal death, Rem.9.22, When heayould make 
known his wiſdom, he findeth out a tit Mediatour, and there- 
by reconcileth thoſe attributes which before 'were at odds , 
his ice and his mercy. When man was fallen, juſtice 
pleaded for his deſerved damnation , according to the 
threatiings of the ſaw 3 mercy pleadeth for his gracious fal- 
vation, he being, deluded by the Devil. Now it would 
have non-pluſt the heads of all the men and Angels in the 
World, had they been united in a conſultation! , to have 
found out a way to (atisfie both the demands of Juſtice, 
and the intreatics of mercy 3; but God did it; he cauſeth 
mercy and juſtice to mect together , pity and righteouſueſi to 
kifs cachother ; therefore the Mediatour is called the 1/iſdom 
of God, 1. Cor. 1. 14. and the finding out this way 1s. called 
the manifold wiſdom of God, or the embroydered Wiſdom of 
Ged, Eph. 3. 10. Its an alluſion to a curious | picce of , 
Needle-work , wherein there are various exprethons of 
Art. So in this way of mans recovery , there are various 
and curious expreſſions of divine wiſdom. But when God 
would proclaim his love, that attribute which like Oyl 
(wimmeth at the top of them all, which is. moſt in 
favour, which he delightcth fo exceedingly in, what will he 
do? Why, he layeth down his lite , greater love than this 
bath no man, than that a man lay down bis life for bis friends. - 
Joh. 15. 13. Facob ſhewed his love to Rachel by enduring 
the heat of the day,and the cold of the night for her. But Je- 
fas ſhewed his love to his beautiful Spouſe, by undergoing the 
curſed, painful, and ſhameful death of the Crofs tor her. O 
"Fhat love was that ? It is ſtoried of the Pelican, that when 
her young ones are liung with ſome poiſouous Serpent, ſhe 
beats her breaſt with her beak, till the warm blood guſheth 
out, which they ſuck and recover. We were all ſtung mortally 
by the Old Serpent the;Devy, þut beholdithe love of this hea- 
venly Pelicen, he lets out his heart blood-to recover us. In his 


birth and life he manifeſted his love, the mid{it of that Chariot 


love 


in which he drew his Spouſe before , was paved with 
P K k | but 


n 


FI PF "IS A = 


—_ 


"How 6Chriſtian may exerciſe himſelf © 


but his 4&ath wrot his love-in the greatelt Print , in, che Jy, 
Chara&ter , though allin red letters, for his whole bay 
was 'thie book; his precious blood was the ink , the nails we 
the pens, the'contents of it from the beginning to the endyy 
Love, Love. There is nothing elſe to be read, 'but Love, Ly 
in this was manifeſt the Love of God (faith the Apoltle, 1, Fu 
4- 9.) His love before was glorious, yet hid as ithe fly 
under a cloud, but at his death it did ſhine forth in its May 
dian Splendour, in its noon-day brightnc6, with ſuch hy 
bearns and refreſhing rays, that every one mult needs tak, 
notice of it. The Fews ſay of Eſdras, that it the Lamp 
Love were quite/ extin& , it might be hghted againathy 
brain : How true is this of Chriſt? It Love were quit 
loſt amongf all the Creatures, all might be tound in fe 
Chriſt : 'His name is love, his nature 1s love, all his ex 
ons were love, all his ations were love, he bought ln 
he preached fove , his lips dropt love, he. praChiſed lng, 
he lived in love, he was 1ick of love , nay he dyed for Ine, 
*rwas love that took upon him our natures , 'twas lovethy 
walked in our flcfh , *twas love that went up and downds 
ing good , *twas love that took our inhirmities 5 "twas tn 
that gave fight to the blind ,/ ſpeech to the dumb, ears 
the deaf, bite to the dezd 3 "twas love that was hungy, 
and thirfty , and' weary ; *twas love that was in a bloog 
agony; *twas Jove that-was forrowtul unto his own death, 
and roy life; * *twas love that was betrayed, apprehended, 
derided”, {courged., condemned, and<cruciticd 3, "twaskn 
that had his head pierced with thorns, his back with cir 
his hards and feet with nails, and his fide with a (pay; 
"was love that cryed out , Weep not fur me , weep for 
ſelves : Father forgive them, they know not what they ds; lan 
Ift a-gtorious Crown , and love climbed a ſhametul Crob: 
Odeareft Saviour, whither did thy love carry thee! 
Reader, 1 could loſe my -felf-in this pleaſant Ma 
of Chriſts ' love : Methinks thy heart ſhould be ravilte 
with the ſenſe of this love. The-trutlis, it is a bottow> 
lefs love, none can ſound it 3 the Apoſtle might well call it, 
| ker! 
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known unknow n love, 'Ephef. 3. 19.:It is well thourcanſt finde 
it, but T am- ſure thou canft not fadom it.. '' One Diſciple 
may ſhew-his love toanother , '/by giving: a cup. of cold wa- 
cer; but the Matter ſhewed' hs” lovdto tis Diſaples,. by 
broaching his heart to give 'them a cup: of warm blood. 
The $icraments , as Calvin .obferveth', : did! flpw out of 
the fides of Chrift : when the Souldier 'pierced his fide, 
there came out Water ( tor Baptiſm ) -and Blocd tor the 


OL . f | 
= i when thou bekoldcſt the broken -btead,' and: 
remembreſt the bruiſed body of Chriſt,donot forget his love, 
which is the beſt lauce to thy meat. I mulſttel}thee,though 
there be never ſo many diſhes at the Take, this love is the 
rt, Conlider his willingneſs to'be wounded topthee, 
becauſe his heart was ſo deeply wounded with 7opr to thee. : 
Thou haſt heard of ſfach indignitiesmd myjuries offered to 
him , - as the Sun himſelf was afthamed to behold ,, atid hid 
humſelf from them; yet Chriſt: was ready for them, and 
willing to them : The Lamb of God did not firuggle, when 
he was led to the ſlaughter , but did bear his -own Crofs; 
He'was his own Przeſt,as well as his own Sacrifice and Altar. 
His death was violent,” in regard of others 3 but valuntary, in 
regard of himſelf: He cryed to his Father, Lo, I come roo 
thy will, O God, Ab. 10.4, When his'finleſs nature had-a re- 
luctancy againſt it (though when he was in a bloody {weat ) 
he ſoon corrects it © with:, Not my will, but thy will be done. 
He went to the place which Judas knew, Fobn 18. 2, He' 
ſtruck them (that came to apprehend him) down, to ſhew 
hat he could, if he had pleaſed, have ſtruck theny dead. 
Rather than they ſhall want proof for hiscondenmation, he 
willconfeſs himſelf guilty of the charge-; He might (+ he 
had lifted ) have commiſſionated twelve Legions of Angels 
for his Lite-guard \, but he'forbore it ; He (did down bir life, 
be gave bimſelf : He gave wp the Ghoſt': He bad a Baptiſm to be 
baptized with, and be longed to baye it accompliſhed, - But 
Friend, what thinkelt thou/was the lurp of ſugar which did 


lofiyeeren this cup(notwirhſharidbag all irs bicrer ingredients) 
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" to make it go-down fo glib and pleaſant? traly nothing by or me 
love. Love to Dinak made Sechem willing to be circumaſe; my Gi 
love to Chriſtians;made Chriſt willing to bleed,and be buffs. in my 
cd, and' crudified! The Mother can toil and moi] all day bath 


with her child, 'and count-it a pleaſure ( when another had 
rather go to p'ough all day; ) but what's the reaſon ? ng 
thing but her love, Jeſus Chriſt delighted in the work of 
mans. Redemption; I delight to do thy will, O God, which 
would have broke the backs of the very Angcls ; and why? 
becauſcof his love. F 
It is obſerved , the Myrrbe which is let out by the inciſion 
of the tree, is precious z but that which floweth of its own 
accord, is moſt chgice and precious, Chriſts veins were ins my 
deed: opened: by others -incifion, when Pilate ſcourged hi bi 
back, (and the nails bis. hands and. feet 3 but one drop il 
this [bleed : is more worth than millions of - Worlds ; for of bi 
even (at-.theſe, times he bled voluntarily, as well as in 
the-.Garden, when the myrrhe of his blood dropt of is tied: 
owp accord :; O, of what infinite values his blood! 0; fore b 
how, much. did; he love his ,/ when. the, very. oy] 'which Wl ne ! 


conſetrated - him to .-thoſe unknown ſorrows, was the W 
oyl of- gladnefs to: him! Remember: this. love more than WM cours 
wine; bw 11 | " WF this c 

Thirdly, - Meditate on thy corrupt;ons.: As his love ws they 
the jnward moving cauſe 3 ſo thy fins were the outward Ml court 


procuring, cauſe of bis ſufferings : He was wounded forthy 
Iranſ;refions., he was bruiſed for thine iniquities, the chaſtiſe Tl 
ment of thy peace was wpon him, Ia. 53,5. When thou artat Wl that 
the Sacrament,which fitly repreſenteth Chriſts ſufſerings,cond a 7 
Iider with thy ſelf, What was that which brought the bleſſed 
Saviour into ſuch a bleeding condition! It was my lin, I we Wl { þ, 
the, Zudes-which betrayed him, the Few which apprehended WM their 
him, the P;{zte that condemned him, and the Gentile whith were 
cxucified him ; My firs were the thorns which pierced his WM thou 
bead, the nails which picxced his bands, and the ſpear WM ch 
which | pierced his - beart : "Twas I that - put to death WM whi 
the Lorg: of life i | He! dyed' far my lins:;, He wor made fiv 


for 
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for me,who kyew no fin ; his blood,is my balm ; his Golgotha, is 
my Gi/ead.O what a lubject is here for meditation! He ſuffered 
in my ſtead, he bore my ſins iu his body on the tree, be took that 
hathſome purging phyſick, for tbe diſcaſes of my ſoul : When he 
wat in the Garden in bu bloody agony , groveling on the ground , 
there was no Judas, #0 Pilate, no Few, no Gent:lethere, to cauſe 
that unnatural ſweat, or to make bis ſoul ſorrowful unto death , 
but my pride, my unbeleif., my hypocrifie , my atheiſm , my 

Moſphemy, my unthankfulneſs, my carnal-mindedneſc, they were 
there and Cauſed bis inwward bleeding ſorrows, and out- 

ward Hoody ſufferings, ( Ab what an heavy weight was 

my ſin to cauſe ſuch a bloody ſweat in @ froſty night ! ) 

my diſimulation was the trayterous kiſs; My ambition 

the thoruy crown. My drinking iniquities like water made 

bim drink, Gall and Vinegar, My want of tears cauſed bim 

to bleed; My forſaking my Maker, made bim to be forſaken 

of bis Father. Becauſe the members of my body were inflru- 

ments of iniquity, therefore the members of his body were 

hell; of ſuch cruelty; becauſe my ſoul was ſo unboly, there- 

fore bis ſoul was ſo exceeding heavy. O my ſoul what baſt thou 

done | 


We do not fay the Excationer kils a man for theft or 
murder ; but his theft or murder , they hang him; fo in 
this caſe , it was not fo much the Jews”, or Souldiers ( tor 
they were the Executioners ) that pat Chriſt to death, as 
ourthefts and murders, and breaches of Gods Law, which 
were imputed and laid to his cange 

There is aſtory of a King, of Frexce named Lladweyws , + 
that when he wasconverted to Chriſtianity , one day hear- 
Mb Remigius the Biſhop reading the Goſpel of our Saviaus 
pahon,he preſently fell into this paſſionate expreſſion, O thar - 
[ badbeen but there with my French-men, I would bave cut'all 
their throats ; little conſidering that his and others iniquities * 
were Chriſisgreatcft and moſt crue}enemies. Reader whea 
thou-art at the Table , think of thoſe fins which cauſed 
ſuch ſufferings. Conlider the deepneſs of that ftain, 
which the blood onely of God- could waſh out. Ah 
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what a ſickneſs is fin , when nothing lefs than the blood i 
the Son of God can healit ! 

Secondly, as at the Table ſome ſubjeRs muſt be conſider, 
ſo ſome graces muſt be exerciſed; A Sacrament is a ſpecial ſg, 
ſon, a ſpring time for thoſe trees of Gods own planting, y 
bud, bloſſom , and put forth their fruit. Now Reader, j 
evcr, rouſe up thy ſpirit, and tlir up the gifts of God whig 
are in thee. Call aloud to thy graces which may poſliblyk 
flecping, as David. Pal. 57. 8: Awake my glory, awaky Pſa. 
tery and Harp, I my ſelf will awake early, Awake my gray 
can ye uot watch with my de#reſt $ viour one hour? Awaly 
faith, love, and repentance , Imy ſelf will awake preſently. i 
is not the Hawk which fitteth hood-winkt on the hiſt , by 
the ſceing, flying Hawk which doth theſervice. The Clog 
which ſtandeth till, is of no uſe; it is the going , may 
Clock which attains its end : Grace aQed will now do the 
eminent ſervice , and help thee to attain the cud of the& 
crament. Ws 

Furſt, AR faith; Dormt fides & dormit Chriſftus, Gith Ain 
If faith ſleepeth , Chriſt ſleepeth. Call forth firſt that Cow 
mander in chicf , and then the private Souldiers, the oth: 

races will all tollow. Feith muſt be the eye whercby tha 
{eſt Chriſt, Zach. 12. 10. They ſhall ſee bim whom they ban 
pierced, and mourn, Faith is the mouth by which thou feed 
on Chriſt, Jobn 6. 53. Faith is the feet by which thou god 
to Chriſt, John 6. 35. Faith may ſay to thee as Chriſt dd, 
Wihout ' me thou canjt do nothing ; without . me thou canſt46 
nothing for thy own welfare, nothing for Gods honours 
this ordinance; It is faid of the Indian Gymnoſophiſts til 
they will lye all day upon their backs gazing on the beautyd 
the natural Sun. : Friend, at this Ordinance if at any timed 
thy life,uiew the beauty of this true Sun. As Pilate whenk 
had feourged him in fuch a bloody,batbartus mannerþrinp 
hin:forth tothe Jaws, with, Bekoldthe neu, Sb when thed 
confiderc& the bread: and wine, Behold the man 1 Btbold the 
brokgn bruifd $eviour. A thatiwihout faith, like the unbs 

lievinglord, ſecth the plenty, bit doth not cat of it. 
Ther 
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There is a threefold a& of - Faith to be put forth at a $a- 

.. Fixſt, Faith muſt look out for Chrilt,, Secondly, 

Faith muſt look up to Chriſt for grace. Thirdly, Faith muſt 
take Chriſt down or receive him and grace, 

1. Faith muſt look out for Chrift ; Conlider that Jeſus Chrifi 
is the very ſoul of the Sacrament ; without him it is but the 
carkals of an Ordinance. Chrift and the Scripture bring 
comfart ; Chriſt and pray-r cauſe ſpiritual profit, Accedat Chri- 
| ad elementum , & fiet Sacramentum. Chriſt and the ele- 
ments make @ Sacrament. Chriſt and the Sacrament make 2 
rare feaſt, Therefore be ſure thou look out for Chrilt ; 
Reſt not in the bread and wine , but look farther. When 
thou fitteſt at the Table , let the ſpeech of thine heart be, 
Saw ye bim whom my ſoul loveth? Turn to God and fay as they 
to Philip, Sir, I would fain ſee Feſms , Lord T1 would fain ſee 
Feſus Chriſt. Let neither word nor prayer nor clements , 
nor all things content thee without Chriſt. As Iſazc told his 
Father 3 Father bebold bere is the wood and the fire, but where 
# ihe Lamb for a burnt offering ? So do thou look up to thy 
heavenly Father 3 Fatber, bebold bere # the Preacher, and bere 
is the Scripture , bere is the bread, and bere is the wine, but 
where i« 'the bedy and blood of my Saviour ? Lord where 
is the Lamb for @ Sacrifice? Father , Father , Where is 
the Lamb of God that takes away the fins of the World? It 
the Angels that are preſent at th: Sacrament ſhould 
ſpeak to thee, give them occaſion for the ſame language , 
which they gave the Woman at the Sepulchre, We 
know whom thou ſeekeſt, thou ſeekeſt Jeſus which was Cruci- 
fied: come ſee the place where the Lord lay. Comeſee | 
_ promiſe , ſee the elements in which the Lord lyeth, Mat, / 

5, 6. 
if the Spirit "of God Ceing thee fo eager and carneſt 
for a fight of Chriſt , ſhould put by the hangings, be- 
hind which the Lord Jeſus hid himſelf, ( purpoſe- 
ly to be ſought ) and preſent him to thee with his 
glorious retinue of graces and comforts, with the pre- 


cious fruits of his gricvous paſſion, and beſpeak thee thus, 
Chear 
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Chear up poor Chriſtian ,” bebold the Lamb of God, Bh 

' King Feſw with the Crown of thorns, wherewith yh 
crowned bim in the day that be was -a 'man of ſorry 
and acquainted with greifs. B:hold King Solomawr wi 
the crown wherewith hs Father Crowned him , inthe lai 
his Eſpouſals , aud in the day of the gladneſs of bis bears, 
Friend, what would ſuch a fight be worth to thee? I'm 
confident thou would{t value it above all the filver ing, 
World. Well, be of good comfort , do but look for hin 
and he will look after thee z Say to him as the Spouſe, Ma 
baſte my Beloved, be thow like the Hart and Roe upon th 
Mountains of Spices : Make no tarrying, O my God; and d 
not but he will anſwer thee almoſt as he doth his Spouſeſy 
a ſenſe of mercy , not of judgement )) Behold I come quithh, 
aud 'my reward is with me, to give 80 thee according tath 
aith. 

: Reader, at Maries part, and thou ſhalt meet with Mai 
portion. When Mary went to the Sepulchre, Foby 20.13. 
looketh into it,{ceeth the linnen,but net the Lord,and pretty 
ly falleth a wecping:O,faith ſhe,they bave taken away my Int 
They bave taken away my Lord,and I know. not where they has 
laid him. Jeſus Chriſt could now no longer abſent himſelf; 
heard the voice of her weeping,and gave her a gracious met 
ing : Mary faith Chriſt ; Rabboni, faith Mary. Now her heat 
cleaves to him, and her hands clapf about him; and&k 
hearsthat golden Meſſage , Go to my brethren, and tell then 
T go to my Father, and your Father : So when thou comelth 
the Table , and- {zeſt the linnen', and not the Lord Jelis, 
be not ſatisfied, O dart up thy complaints to Heaven ; Ly 
I came not to ſee the linnen , T came not for the bread aud wil 
{ came to ſee Feſws Chriſt: O Lord) what ſhall T de? 
'bave taken away my Lord, and I know not where tofu 
him : Ab Lord , what is the Word to me without Chr, 
but as a conduit without water ? and what # the Elemey 
to me without Chriſt , but as a cup without wine? O, wt 
wilt thou give me, if 1 go from thy Table Chriftl| 
Thou mighteſt be confident -that'- Jeſus Chriſt "_ 
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142, Faith muſt ok »þ to Chriftfor grave : Look up to Chriſt 
5a Trcafury of grace, for the fupply of all thy necelliries, 
and put thy hand of faith into this Treatury, and thou ſhalt 
take out #n/earchable riches.  Awjtin puts the quettion, how a 
Chriſtian may put out a long arm to reach Chritt m Heaven? 
and anſwers, Crede & temeifti;, Beheve, and thou batt taken hold 
of bins. Chrilt is a full breaſt; faith is the' mouth which 
draweth and ſucketh the breaſt, and getteth ſpiritual non- 
riſhment out of it. The blefſed Saviour 1s a precious and 
mine; but faith is the inftrament whereby we dig 
the gold out of it. As the Spaniſh Enbafſador (aid of his 


Matters Treaſury ,- in compariſon of that. Treaſury rt 


St. Mark, in Venice, In this, among other things, my Maſh. +; 
Treaſury differeth from yours, in that my Mifters Treafirry (C at- 
luding to his Indian Mines ) hath ns bottom; as T fee” yours 16 
hav; For thy comfort know; that the riches in Chrift arc 
inexhauſtible, and his bags are bottomlets : He can frply 
all thy needs, Phil. 4.13. 
When thou art at this Ordinance, look 'on Chriſt as a 
Fountain running over with the Water of 'Life; and che 
Sacrament as a Channel cut out by Chrifthimſ:t-to convey 
Living Water to thy ſoul. Thoa art diſtgſed; go in this 
Ordinance to Chriſt as a Phyſtianto heal thee, Thou artan 
mien beggar 590 to Chrifts Door, I mean the Sacrament, 
with an expectation of a lrge doſe. Do not fit down in 
deſpondency (F as the Patriarchs in a ſcarcity of food; ) but 
lixe thou halt heard there is corn in Egypt, bread enough in' 
thy Fathers houſe, ſufficiency 'of grace in' Jeſus Chritt, go 
make hate to this fon of - Fbjeph, who is Lord of the Coun- 
trey, and hath the command of all the ftore-houſes in the 
Land, and will load thee with more than thou cataſt de+ 
lne.” Arc thy wants many ? he hath infinite wealth. Haſt 
thou no-money to buy , no 'Merits to offer * why, ' he 
(efleth without money , and without" price ; They that 
bring Money , have it returned back in their facks, = 
LI c 
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he takes none ; W/hoſoever will, may. drink, of the Water, of ii 
freely, Rev. 22. 17. ot 
The Sacrament -is- as a Conduit, which receiveth' wats 
from the Riverz therefore when thou haſt brought the Ve 
{1 of thy ſoul to the Conduit, thy work muſt be by fa 
to turn the Cock, and then it will run freely, and hill 
'Neſlel; be lure that thou mind the .promiſe, 'This is my 
dy , This Cup is the New Teftament in my Blod. Thy ku 
will be celeſtial fire to extract the quinteſſence, and ſpiritse 

the Promile. - 
3. Faith muſt receive Chriſt, and apply him to thy fa 
When thou putteſt forth the. hand of thy body to take thy 
bread and wine, do thou put forth the hand ot. faith 4p 
ccrve the body and blood-of Chriftt, This is one: princigd 
a of Faith, like Joſeph of Arimathea, ' to take Jeſus dom 
from his Croſs, and lay him in the new Tomb of thax 
heart 3 Like Thomas, put thy tinger of faith, into his (ide, wd 
cry out, -My Lord, and my God , Be not diſcouraged O pas 
tent ſoul. Are thy fins many ? His mercy js free. Are 
ſins weighty ? His merits arefull.” Thou comeſt for bias 
and will thy Saviour: give thee a ſtone ? He took noticed 
thy fcrious preparation for this Ordinance, and will he fs 
ſtrate thige expeRation at it? Did he ever ſend hungryld 
empty away ? The Law of man provides for the poor 

purſe, and will not the Golpel of Chriſt provide for thept 

in ſpirit ? Is not his commiſſion to bind up the broken he 
&d? and can he be unfaithful? Why ſhould thou miſt 
truth it ſelf ? Let me ſay to thee, as the Diſciples to the blu 
man, Be of good chear, be calleth for thee.. Sec how he caſte 
eyes upon thee { with a look of loye ) as once upon Pan. 
Obſerve he ſtretcheth out his Arms wide to embrace ith 
He boweth down his head to kiſs thee. He crycth to the 
aS tO Zachens, I muſt abide at thy houſe, in thy beart to iy 
Q make hate to receive him, and make him a feaſt by opes 
ing the doors. of thy ſoul, that the King of Glory ae 
enter in, Say. to Chriſt, Lord, though I am wnworthy ut 
thow ſhouldit came wunder my roof , yet thou art ſo g 
cio 
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ious. as 0 kyroch, at the door of -my heart, and to promi(c if 
1 open, that thow wilt come in and ſup with me, ( and then 
call to him as Laban to: Abrahams Steward ) Come in thou 
Weſſd of >the. Lord, why ftandeft thou without ? I have prepared 
hdging for thee, Gen. 24. 

Truly Reader, ſhouldit thou having mourned untcigued- 
ly for thy fins, now by anbelict hang off from thy Saviour, 
thou would much diſhonour him , and diſadvantage thy 
ſelf. Chriſts greater things are for them that believe ;, It thou 
wilt now believe, thox. ſhalt ſee the glory of God, Fam 
very confident, it thou hadlt been by the Croſs ( broken 
heart ) when thy Saviour (uff.red, and ſhouldit have kneel- 
ed down before him, and ſaid, Deareſt Saviour, Why art tho 
nw wraſtling 'with the wrath of Heaven, and rage of Hell ? He 
would have anſwered, To ſatisfie ( poor ſol ) for thy ſms. 
Again, Why doſt thou dye ſuch a curſed death? He would have 
ſud, To take the curſe of the Law from thy back, that ſs thou 
mighteſt inherit the bleſſing. . Once more, Let not my Lord be 

, and I will ſpeak, this once , Bleſſed Redeemer, Why 
1 hos ery out I thirſt, and drink Gall and Vinegar ? 
Thou mighteſt have heard ſuch. a reply, To aſſure/ thee, 
Thirfly ſinner, that I am ſenſible of thy thirſt , being ſcorched 
with that fury which is due to thy ſins , and that thou mighteſt 
drink, of that lvve which is better then Wine. But ftay O weary, 
thaſty ſoul but a while, and by and y thou ſhalt fee this ſide 
opened, and blood iſſuing out to quench thy thirſt, O put the 
mouth of faith to that wound, and what thou ſhalt ſuck thence, 
ſhall do thee good for ever. Reader, I have read that the Soul- 
dgr who pierced Chriſts fide, was blind, and that the blood 
flying out upon him recovered his fight. Sure I am, that 
this blood ſprinkled on thy conſcience, will purge it from 
dead works, to ſerve the living God. O therctore bathe thy 
foul inthis blood 3 when thou art at the Sacrament, fay to 
God as the Exnuch to Philip, Here is water, what bindereth 
but I'may be a7 060 EY is blond, bere is a fountain, what 
bindereth but I may waſh in it ? True Lord, my perſon is unrigh= gn, 2. 24 
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trows, but thy blood is juſtifying blood. My heart is pollated, x john 1. 7. 
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but O Criſt, thy blood: is ſantlifying blood; - My laſts” are 
and firong, but thy blood is mortifying blood. My ſoul is lit; y 
ſweeteſt Saviour thy blood is ſaving blood. This Tuftifying, $a 
fifjing, Saving blood, I drink,, 1 apply for theſe ends. Fon 
blood be upon me and my children for ever. 6 
Way deſpair, my gracious Lord doth hear, 
A Trowh Wind and Wave aſſault my keel, 
He doth preſerve it, be doth ſteer ; 
Eun when the Boat ſcems moſt to reel. 
Storms are the Trinmph of bis Art, 
Well may he cloſe bis' eyes, but not bis beart. 
Hoſt thou not heard what my Lord Feſus did ? 
Then let me tell thee a ftrange ftory ; 
The God of power, as he did ride 
In bis Mijeſtick, Robes of glory, 
Reſolv'd to light, and ſo one day, 
He did deſcend, undreſſmg all the way. 
The Stars his tire of light, and rings obtain'd,, 
The Clouds bis bow, the fire his fear, 
The Skze bis Azure mantle gain'd, 
And when they ask'd what he would wear, 
He ſmil'd and ſaid as he did go, 
He. bad new clothes a making here below. 
When be was come, as travellers are wont, 
He did repgir unto an Inn; 
Both then and after, many a brunt 
He did endure to cancel ſit, 
And having giv'n the reſt before, 
Here he-gave up his life to pay our ſcore. 
But as he was returning, there came one, 
Who ran upon bim with a. Spear 
He who came. bitber, all alone, 
Bringing no may, nor arms, nar fear, 
Receiv' d the blopp upon bis ſide, 
And ftraight he turn'd, and to bis Brethren ery'd, 
If ye bave any thing to. ſend or write, 
( T have ng bag, but here is room ) 
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Unto my F ather's. hands and fight 

(Believe me ) it ſhall ſafely come 5 

That I ſhall. mind what you impart, 
Look you may lay it very near my t. 
0s if hereaſter any of my friends 

Will uſe me in this kind, the door 

Shall/till be open 3, what he ſends 

I will preſent, and ſomewhat more, 

Not to bis hurt ; ſighs will convey 
Ary thing to me. Heart-deſþair away. 


2. The ſecond Grace to be called forth is L»ve: and 

truly. if thou haſt aCted thy faith in his Paſſion for, and af- 

Eon to thy ſoul, I ſhall not- in the leaſt doubt, but thy 

+8 be tohim will play its part. The creatures (ſometell us ) 

"8 flow. the Panther, being drawn after her by her- ſweet 

odours. When Jelus.Chyiſt, out of infinite love, offered up 

himlf a. ſacrifice for thy ſins, ſurely the ſweet Gvour 

thereof. may draw thy heart after him, Becauſe of the ſavornr 

of thy good ojntments, therefore the virgins love thee, Cant. 1, 4. 

There is nothing in Chriſt, but what may well command 

thy love : Heis tbe faireft of ten thouſand : He-is altogether 

__— But his bloody ſufferings for thee, and his bleſſed love 

I tothee ( one would think ) are ſuch Load-ſtones, that if 

8 thou wert as cold and hard as fteel, would draw thy foul 

"9 both co defire. him, and todelight in him : Meditate a lit- 

tle more. on his love to. thee, Publicans and finners 

love. their friends who love them; and wilt thow be 

gorſe than publicans and. ſinners ? Conſider ſeriouſly , 

Jeſus Chriſt laved thee when thou walt in a loathſome 

eltate, Ezek, 16. when thou walt wallowing in thy blood, 

when no eye pitied thee, then was his- time of love; he 

paſſed by thee, and ſaid unto thee, Live : yea, when thow 

waſt in thy blood, be ſaid unto thee, Live : And wilt thou not 
loye him ? 

Ponder the heat of his love; poſſibly the greatne(s of that 

hire may warmthy heart, and thou maiſt refle& ſome heat 

Ll 3 back 
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back again; for indeed, love is a Diamond, which muſt by 
written upon with its own duſt, He loveth thee as af 
vant, ſurely this is a favour z for he hath- ehouſands oy 
rious Angels, who count it their honour and happineſs yg 
ſerve him ; To be made one of his hired ſervants, -wasth 
great priviledge deſired by the Prodigal. Te call me Lord a 
Maſter, and ye ſay well, for ſo I am, Joh. 13.13. But though 
this may be ſomewhat, it is not enough for him, He loyeth 
thee as a friend : Te are my friends, Job. 15.15. I bave w 
called you ſervants, but friends. Friends loveentirely, with 
Fonathan and David : Fonathan loved David as his own 
Friendſhip is one foul in two bodies, {aith the Philoſophe: 
this ts much ;, but his love to thee is more than fo, he love 
thee as his brother : He #s not aſhamed to Call them brethra: 
I will declare thy name unto my brethren, Heb. 2. 11. Sons 
Brethren are knit very cloſe inthe bond of love. In Que: 
Elizabeth's Reign, in a fight between the Earl of Kids 
and Earl of Ter Owen, two of the Earl of Kildare's brethin 
were ſlain; which he took ſo heavily, that he died ſhonh. 
Some write, that there is no ſuch love in the world, as bv 
tween Foſter-brethren in Ireland: this love is great, hit 
his love is greater. He loveth thee as his child ; the treamd 
love deſcendeth moR ſwiftly from parents to their children! 
He ſhall ſee his ſeed, Iſa. 53. 10. How tender is the motherd 
her child : Can the mother forget her child that ſmcketh'bn 
breaſt * The mother's bowels will yern towards her child; 
the mother's breaſts will ( put her to pain, ifnot drawn, and 
thereby _) mind her of her child ; But though the mother 
may prove a monſter, and, like the Oſtrich, leave her y 
to be deſtroyed, yet will I not forget thee, ſaith the Lord. Tha 
art engraven upon the palms of my hands, thy walls are ever 
fore me, Iſa. 49. 13,14,15. Children, have you any met! 
If not, lo, here is my body. Thou maiſt ſay of Chriſt's be 
to thee, as David of Fonathan's, Thy love to me ir wonderful 
far ſurpaſſes the love of women ;* tor he loveth thee as tis 
Spouſe. Men do, or at leaſt ſhould, love th.ir wives aboxt 
all relations : For this cauſe ſhall a man have father and _ 
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forrow for, a 
crucified Saviour cauſe ? Some tell us, that it the murderer 
be brought negr and touch the body ſlain by him, it bleeds 
Jreſh, O when thou ( who art indeed the murderer of the 
Son of God ) doſt touch and taſte his body and blood, 
ſbouldſt not thou fall a bleeding, a weeping afreſh ? Behold 
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and cleave #0 bis wife.But who can conceive Chriſt's love to his 
Spouſe, ? Thow art all fair my love; thou haſt raviſhed my heart,my 
Tifter, my ſpouſe : How fair is thy love, my ſiſter, my ſponſe ! Cant. 4. 
$.9.10, The neareſt affinity is Spouſe, and the neareſt conſan-+ 
guinity 1s Sifter ; to ſhew that his affection 1s like that of the 
neareſt relations. It this be not enough, Reader,he loveth thee 
as bimſelf, nay,above bimfelf, he did, as it were, hate himſclt 
out of love to thee. He denied himſelf, difpleaſed himſelf, and 
gave him(clf to be buffeted, ſcourged, condemned, wracked, 
crucified, and to be a ſacrifice for thy fins. Well, is it poſlible 
for thee to read of this infinite love without love ! When 
wood hath been laid a ſunning, it takes fire preſently : haſt 
not thou bzen ſo fitted by the warm hot beams of this Sun, 
that now upon the very thoughts of Chriſt, thou art allm 
aflame! Truly it would be as great a miracle for thee to be 
in ſuch a furnace of love, and not fired with love to him, 
3 forthe three Worthics in Daniz! to be in the midſt of the 
fiery furnace and not burnt. Chriſt loved thee ſo. unſpeak- 
ably as thou haſt read, as aſervant, as a friend, as a brother, 
as 2 child, asa wife, as bimſclf,, nay, above himſelf : and all 
this when thou walt a ſinner, without ſtrength, yea, his enemy, 
(which three-fold gradation the holy Ghoſt taketh ſpecial 
notice of, Rom. 5. 6, 8, 10. }) and wilt thou ever give him 
cauſe ro complain of thee, as Pax! of his Corinthians, The more 
T love, the left I am beloved ! Love him dearly, love him en+ 
tirely, love him above all, love him more then all : Say 
with the Spouſe, Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples, 


for I am fick, of love : and with holy Brandford, ſprinkle thy 


her, thy food with tears, that thou cant love (o loving 

and  loyely a Saviour no morc. 
3- When thquart at the Table, Exerciſe repentance ; what 
a anger againſt thy fins ſhould che ſight of a 
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his broken, bleedmg body with an cye of faith, and' wn c 
eye cannot but affet thine heart-wirh griet: tam c ran f 
thou carft not fee i with dry eyes. Was his foul exca down! 
forrowtful, heavy even uato death for thy fake, and is ny WY dere 


thine, friend, for thy fins ? Did he drop {o much blood, w 
canſt thou drop never a tear ? The very rocks were 
at his ſufferings, and is thy heart harder than thoſe ſtone) 
Is it poflible for the head to be ſo pamed and pierced, and 
the members not be aff:ed with it ? Surely deep calle 
unto deep, deep ſufferings in Chriſt for deep ſorrow in 

O Chriftian. It his body were broken to let his blood og, 
thy foul may well be broken to let it in. They hall fie hin WY Lord 
whom they have pierced, and monrn for bim as one that mouranh Wl c;an; 
for bis only ſon, Zach. 10, 12. 

His love may make ( as David's kindneſs ) even a Sawlty WM 6rive 
lift up his voice and weep. It is ſo great and ſo hot afis WM x; ii 
that (one would think ) it would diftill water out of thy loath 
wert thou never ſo dry an herb. When Chiiſt far at fuppe 
in the Phariſees houſe, Mary waſhed his feet with her tes (in! 
When Chriſt and thy ſoul are ſupping together, thou may 
well weep in remembrance ofthy unkindnefs and wicked. It 
neſs. 

But the chicfeſt reaſon why I mention repentance nowt 
be exerciſed, is not ſo much for thy contrition "oe ſorrow 
for fin, ( though when the ſweet ſauce isa little ſharp with 
vinegar, the meat will relliſh the better for it ) as for thine 
indignation and anger againſt fin. When thou confideref 
that thy deareſt Saviour in a cold night lay groveling on 
theground, all over in a bloody (wear, that thy belt frimb 
in the wo:ld was ſo inhumancly uſ:d, fo barbaroufly 
butchered, thou ſhouldfi cry out ( as David) in a holy pab 
ſion, As the Lord liveth, the (man, the ) fin that hath done thi 
thing ſhall ſurely be put to-death, When Antmins ( after Ceſe 
was murdered in the Senate-houfe )- brought forth his Coat, 
all bloudy, cat'and mangled, and laying it open ro the view 
of the people, ſaid, Look, here i your Emperors coat ; and # 
the bloody-minded Conſpirators have dealt by it, fs have þ. 
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dealt with Cfar's body. Upon this they were in an-uproar, 
and cried out to lay the murderers, and took brands, and 
ran to the houles of the Conſpirators, and burnt them 
down to the ground, and as they apprehended the myr- 
derers'pitr chem to death. © Reader, thou ſRelt at the Sacra» 
ment, the wounds and bloud of thy blefſed Redeemer, the 
dreadtul paintul death- which thy Sovercign, ———y 
Q what canlt thou do lefs than vow to be revenged on hi 
murderers, thy corruptions, and in an holy anger -endea- 
vour.their {peedy execution. It thou would have: a full 
ſight of ins filch. and: tunfulnels, go to mount Calvary,- and: 
behold thy Saviour hanging | upan the. Crols;. and, 

Lord, what thoughts wile thou have of thy-luſts !! Phyſi- 
cians in unſeernly convulſions, adviſe their Patiems to look: 
into a glaſs, that beholding their deformity, they 'may 
rive the more againſt it. The world never had ſuch a:glas;: 
33 the ſufferings of Jclys- Chriſt, -tor the i diſtovery- of ! (ins? 
loathſome ugly teatures, and its horrid, hidcous, helliſh face; 
now how ſhould this light.provoke thee to loath and hate 
ſin! O what child would not abhor thoſe weapons which- 


a murdered his deareſt father ! k { 

Ked: It was the glory of Alexander, that as ſoon asever- he had 
| opportunity, he flew the murderers of his: father 'upon his: 

wo By fGthers tomb. Truly, Reader, a Sacrament day is a ſpecial 

0 By opportunity, and thou wile ſhew but little- love to thine 

with everlaſting Father, it thou doſt .not now put his murderers 

hine todeath, upon thoſe monuments of his paſſion. Now'thou 

rel WY rt at the Table, thiuk of chy unthanktulneſs, ambition, hy» 

; boy gocrli, covetoulnels, irreligion, and infidelity, and the 

1nd lt, how theſe crucified the Lord of glory, atid reſolve through 

p the ſtrength of Chriſt, that theſe Hamans ſhall all be hanged, 

hy that theſe ſins ſhall be conderaned and crucihied. 
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What «Chriſtin ought to db after a Sacr renal 


Ky 
Shall ſpeak to thy duty” after the” Swpper 3' which't 
To << wma \Gole 659n-ings Th 
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T — Aer ſuch a Banquet 2s this is, ; Said 
well give thanks. [The Fees, at their Paſſover did ſm; 
hundsed and: thirteench: Plalm 1 with the tive if61 
Plalms, which they catied the Great Halelujab.  AChir 
ſhouldin every thing, and at all Halageb rk ". hape1—1 

be furig 3 


great. Fer figu 

Lord, and: with':a yarns his at 
O- Reader, call -npþon. thy RIF as <a Dao 
al oo Debora bh: awakg, awake, Barak; w1jer a 


indi 

raxe fea? - where oprunLarey er Is nor. here 
wine,a cup of Nectar indeed, the blood of the Son of Gt 
What murh, what mufick- haſt thou to this Bang 
Waines/ . Antiently it- was the beginning and ending of [& & 

_ - ters, /Goudite in. Dominn, Atjoxee in "ys Lord. It wil | 
exctllcut concluſion. ofthis Ordinanee, to rejoyce in Wt 
_ Lord:.:0.ke thy ſand magnifiethe Lord, - and thy firit reyjith 
Gad thy Saviour, Duke 1. 46, 47. W 

The cup in the Sacrament is called . the Exchoriftical al 
or the cp | of blfing' letit be'{o to thee. Letthy hrartant 
mouth ſay, Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, who bath vital 
and redeemed bis people, Lathe 2.. 

Canſt thou think of that infinite love which God mat 

©.thy ſoul, without David's zerurn, What ſhal Irs 
to the Lord for all bis benefits ! His heart was fo (et ” 
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— Qvation, his love was ſogreat to thy ſoul, that. he de- 
bp in the very dearh 6fhis Son,. be it, tended. tg 


good. Ir pleaſed the Lord ta bruiſe him, 1a, 5 3-10: V alde 
eſt,” Fantiur reads it, 'He mas exceedingly delighted in 

"__ che'thitd of God was infinitely (et ypon thexe- 
of lott ſmners, in that (_ whereas other parents (whole 
love to-their children, in compariſan of his to Chrill, is 
bat 25a trop to. the Ocean ) follow their children to; thear, 
graves with many tears, clpecially when [they die. violent. 
deaths) he delighted exceedingly 1n the batbarous death of 
kis only Son, in the bleeding of the Head, becauſe it tended 
tothe healch and eternal welfare of the members. Friend, 
what manner of love hath che Father layed thee wich? 
He gave his 0wn Son to be apprehended, Font chou mightelt 
clcape; his own Son to be condemned, that. thou maghteſt 
be 
that 


7; 


itted ; his own Son to. be whipped, and wounded, 
mighteſt be cuxed and healed 3 yea, his own Son 

todic a ſharneful curſed death, that thou mughteſt live a 
os blſſed life for ever.. Glory ta God is the higheſt, 


tet aff earth,” and good will to men, Alas, how.unworthy axt 
thou of tHis ineftimable mercy ! Thou art by natuxe a child 
of wrath as well as others, and hadſt becm-now wallowiag 
in fin with the worſt in the world, if free grace had not re- 
mewed thee; nay, thou hadft been roaring in hell at this 
_ free grace had not reprieyed thee. Thy conſcience 
tell thee chat thou doſt not deſerve the bread\ which 
out of. the carth,. and: yet thou art fed with the 
"Which came down from heaven, with Angels food. 
Tinfinite love! Maiſt not thou well Gay with Mephibgfteth 
to David, What is thy ſervant, that thou ſhowldjh look upon ſuch 
8 thad dog as T am ? For all my fathers houſe were as dead men 
before my Lord, yet didſt thou jet thy ſervant among them that did 
eat at thine own table, Lord, 1 was a loft, dead, damned finer 
befire ther, liable.to the unguenchable fire, and yat' thou haſt been 
a; ak them that eat at thine own table, and feed 
on Wine own Son,  O what is thy ſervant, 1hat thox ſhonldfi take 
ſich notice of ſuch a dead dog as Tam! of 
Ry... | Mm 2 Look 
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- Look: abroad in- the world, and thou mailt, {ce othen WW is « 
tefuſed;"when thou art: choſen'; others palt by; when this wen 
art" called + tothers pollated, when * thou. art ſancikl; WI - Chi 
others put ' off with common gifts, when thouthalt ſpecs Sap 
grace others fed with the {craps of ordinary Sair 
when thon haſt the tincft of the lower, even the fruits: fl 
faving mercy. As Elhanab gave to Peninnah, and to all 2C 
ſons and daughters, portions 3 'But to Hannah be gave a Y Þ| wit 
thy portion, © becauſe be love ber. So God giveth others ou: WI it v 
ward portions, forme of the good things of this life 3 butts fion 
thee, O-Chriſtian, he giveth a Benjamzn's mf, bis Imay, wal 
bis Spirit, bis Son, Himſelf ; a worthy portion, a gaodly beritag, 
becauſe he loveth thee. - | 3 

* Others have alittle meat, and drink, and wages, but they 
haſt ''the Inheritance.  Others'; like Fehc/aphat's yout 
ſons, have ſome Cities, ſome ſtnall matters given them 3 b 
thou, like the firſt-born, haſt the” Kingdom, the Crown 
glory; others feed on_ bare elements, thou haſt the. Sas 
ment 4 others ſtand without” doors, and thou art admit 
_= = Preſence- - ns 5þ "Pb muſt frie etexnally” 
hefl' flames, and 'thou muſt enjoy fulneff of joy for ever 
0 give thanks unto the Lord, for be wad, fir bs mercy tt 
dureth for ever. "To him' that choſe thee before the ſounda 
of the world, for bis mercy;endaveth for ever. To him that 
thee by \the' word of bis $7ace 1 for bis mercy endurth 
ever. "To bim that gavi" bit only Son to die for thy ſins, far 
mercy endureth for ever. To him that entred into a covenant (| 
grace with thee, ſor his-mercy endurath for ever., To hin that 
provided for thee an exceeding and tternal weight of glory, fark 
mercy endureth for ever. 'O give thanks unto the Lord for bel 
good, for bis mercy endureth for ever. | 4 

Remember the poor on that day 3 God's bounty to the 

in ſpirituals, may well provoke thy mercy to others in &bÞ 
nals, The Jews at their Paſſover releaſed a Priſoner, mw. 
membrance of their deliverance from Egyptian bonda 
Surely at the Lord's -when thy heart is warmed wil 
God's compaſſion to thy hand ſhould be” anlary 
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" Jy contribution to the poor, in remen-Orance of thy * re- 
jon out 'of Nlavery to fin and Saran. The Primitive 
- Chriftians had cheir collections for thepoor, aud the Lords 
; bothon a day, On the firſt day of the week: Becauſe the 
Gints like the wall bcing then heated by. the Sun, ſhould 
refle&_ that heat onthe, paſſengers, on others, As 20. 7. 
2 Cor. 16. 1. Thy cup rwunneth over, O let others drink * 
- with hee 3 Thy Charity may make thy Coffer lighter, bat 
it wilt make thy Cxown heavier. I was 4 notable 'expret- 
fon of one, who having given much' away, was like "to 
want, and asked, what ſhe would do ? I repent not of 
my charity , for what I bave loft in one World, T have gained 
m anoth-r. | 
"2: Faithfuln ff. The Sacrament is a ſtrong engagement 
to fandtiry ; Sacramentum eſt juramentum. At" the Lotds 
Supper chou takeſt anew Oath of Allegiarice tothe King of 
Sims , whereby every wilfal iniquity after it 'becomes' 74,0; ab texce 
jury. The Greck word foran Oath,cometh from a word Septum, « 
which ſiguifieth an Hedge, to ſhew that an Oath ſhould keep Heagr- 
men i, and prevent their wandering out of the field of 
| word. It is the character of an Farlot, be forgerterh 
the Covenarit of ber God, Prov. 2. 17. 1 know that the Devil 
will come to fit with thee after Supper. Flies love to ſettle 
on the ſweeteſt perfumes. When Tae! had drunk of the Rock 
which followed ther ( which Rock was Chriſt ) then Ama- 
& tought them., When Jeſus Chrift had received the Sacra- 
ment of Baptiſm, then the Devil purſued, him with his fierce 
ſults. When thou haſt been at the Table, expe the Tem- 

, Tharſubtle thief will hear of the new treaſure of grace 
which is brought into thy houſe, thy heart, and will uſe- all 
- 2x Ara power to rob thee of it; thy care muſt be by 
fironger Bolts. and Locks than ordinary, by greater diligence 
and watchfulnefs than before, to ſecure rt: 

"Surely Reader, If thou didft bur find the Saviour in the 
| thou canſt not but fear ſin after the Sacrament. 

hou haſt ſeen whar fin coſt Chrift 3 didft thou not at 
& Table fer the Lord Fefus hanging 'on the Croſs Didit 
| Mm3 thou 


What a Chriſtian ought to do | 
thou not thus beſpeak thy ſoul? Look, O my ſoul, who haw 
eth there ! Alas, it is thy deareſt Redeemer. See bis blu 
bead ,. , bloody hands , bloody back,, bely, bis body all 
bloody , But O his bleeding (ou!! Doſt thou not bear his las 
tation, My God, My God, why haſt thou forſaken me ? "Wh 
thinkeft thow is the cauſe of all this ? Ab "tis thy fins whi 
the ſource of all theſe ſorraws : And canſt thow jon with they, 
or love thoſe luſts that hate the Lord ? Canft thou wound 
whom God bath wounded,and crecifie the Lord Feſus afreſh, Ha 
mat thy Saviour ſuffered enough already ! Ohere is a ' 
inftar onnixm, whſtesd of all, to kill thoſe dilcales of thy 
foul. It is ſaid of the Souldiers of Pompey , that thoy 
he could not keep them in the Camp by any perſwali 

threw himfclf upon the ground and. told.them 
If ye will go, ys ſhall trample upon your Genera!. Then faith 
tarch (in the life of Pompey) they were overcome, Tr 
nothing will diſſwade thee from (in, yet this conſideratj 
that it is a trampling upon thy bleſſed Savipur,ſhould 
with thce. Though thou ſhguldit be marching neves 
ouſly,yet(as Foabs Souldiers, when they ſaw the. | cad 
of Amaſaiitay'd their march and ſtood full ) when thou 
the mangled, wounded, pierced, crucihed body of thy 
our, thou ſhouldſt op and proceed 'no further. Fs 
How many arguments maylt thou find in this Ordinane 
to be cloſe in thy obedience ! The greatneſs of Chrift low gb 
cth for graciouſneG in thy life. The le of Chrift conftrainah, 
2 Cor.5.14. Other Motives may perſwade,but this compeleth.] 
deliverance from the yoke of Pharaoh were ſuch a bond @: 
obedience, what is deliverance from fin, and wrath, ang hell p 
. mayſt not thou Reader,lay with the Jews, Aſter ſuch a del” 
rance 4s this, ſpould I again break, thy Commandments, would 
thou wot be angry with me till thow baft conſumed me? Egra g.1h. 
They that receive ſuch courtelies (if any men in the World 
ſell their liberty, and ought to be Chriſt ſexvants, Luke 1.44. 
Friend, hath God. wiped off the old ſcore? and wilt.chou my 
agaip.in debQ2did Chriſt ſpeak goes wakes ac tha Table, 
wilt than tury again to folly? Q Reader, when: thou art te 
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+4 tolngfay with the Spouſe, I have waſhed my feet, baw ſball 
 Tdfile them? I have waſhed my ſout,bow ſhall T pollute it with fin? 
L have given my {lf wholly to God before Angels aud men, 
and how catn'I do this great; wickedneſs and lin againft my 
 God.againft my Saviour,againſt myCovenant. There 15 a bealt 
(me wtite)which if ſhe be feeding, and doth but turn her 
head about, forgetteth what ſhe was doing. Odo not thou 
after thou haſt ted on the bread of life forget what thou wall 
ne:but'asat the Sacrament thoa haſt remembred Chriſts 
daath;ſo dojt-after by dymg to fin all the days of thy lite, O 
donot ule'this' Ordinance, as Papiſts dv the Pop2s Indulgeu- 
as,to purchale a new licence to fun. 7udas went from the 
Supper to' betray his Maſter, Abſ.lom as arrant a dilſembler as 
he was,pretended to hate ſuch ingratitude z 1s this thy kindneſs 
19 thy friend (faith he'to Huſhai )wby baſt thou left bim ? when 
thou/art by any fnifter carriage departing from Chrilt, give 
conſcience leave to ask thee, 1s this thy kindneſs to thy friend? Ab 
deft thow heave bim,and ſirve him thus?chy (ins will be more 
finful, becauſe God is more merciful to thee than to others 
The children of Iſrael have (only the Seventy read) done evil from 
fer gunth wp.Jer 32.30.As if there had been no ſunners in the 
but they 3 theirprivilzdges being greater than others, 
their provocations were more-grievous. The unkindneſs of 
afnend hath much of an enemy in it, David was not much 
troubled at Shimet's rayling, but Abſoloms rebellion picrced 
his very ſoul 3 My ſor that came out of my bowels bath lifted up 
his bands againſt me.Wilt thou give thy Saviour caule to com- 
plain, He tbat did eat bread with me hath lift up bis beels againſt 
Plal.41.3. He that did eat.at my table, nay, eat of my fleſh 
drink, of my blood, he bath lift up bis heart, and his band, and 
bis beel ag «inft me/It was an aggravation of Saws fall;he tcl. as 
though be bad not been anointed, 2. San. 1. And it will be a fad 
aggravation of thy fall, if thou ſhouldſt lin as 1f thou hadſt 
not been at a Sacrament. | 
lt is reported of an Elephant that being faln down, and 
by. reaſon of the inflexibleneſs of his legs, unable tg riſe, 
a Forreſter cameby and helped him up,, with which _ 
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| ne Ji Elephlir ws was (o taken , "that he followead 
man up and down, did him much fervice, and never 
him rill tis dying day. Reader, the moral is plain, 
waft faln,” and never able to riſe of thy (7; The Loudþ 
ſus Chriſt forfook his Father un Heaven and his Mothe 
Earth, ſuffered unconceivable ſorrows -to help thee | 
what love ſhouldſt thou have to. him ? hoe v1 
ſhouldit thou do'for him ? Thou canſt not do lefs, fi 
hath redeemed thee out of the. .hands of thineencm! Oy. oh 
ſerve him im holiueſs and zightcouſnels all thy days; Ah 
Hop in its growing; follows. the courle. ot\the San tao 
Ealt to Weſt, and will rather break than do otherwiſe;] 
ſhouldſi thou in all thy actions follow the courſe of the! 
of Righteouſneſs, and rather dye than deny him, | 
« When Moſcs came from the Mount where he bad) 
convertmg, with God, bis face ſhined, Exod, 34: 30: 
thou goelt trom the Table where thou halt had ſweat 
munion with thy God, The face of thy converſation muſt ſhi 
with bolinsfs, that others may take notice of it, bh 

It is faid of the High Prieſt and Elders, that KV. T' 
languageand carriage of Pcter and Fobn, They marvelled, i 
they took knowledge of them that they had been with Feſas,h 

4- 13. *So thy words ſhould be fo gracious, and thy wa 
6 exemplary after a Sacrament, that all thoſe with whi 
thou haſt to do, may marvel and take knowledge, that'th 
baft been with eſis , that at the Table-thou didfi ſup wil 
Chriſt, and Chriſt with thee. 

I ſhall only anſwer a doubt or two from a troubled C , 
ſcience; and conclude this Ordinance. 4 
Objed. 1. But poll'bly thou wilt ſay ( O penitent Soul 

have been at the Sacrament and found little joy, what ſhall Id 
Anſw. Though thou didſt not find any raviſhing-6 
fort at the Table, yet it may be thou mightlt receive 
grace from Chrift. When thou didſt not {pring,upwan 
Foy, thou might& root thy (clt more downward jn\Humilii 
Here is tio lols; Heaven is the proper place for comfart, Earth h 
Grive, | | expe my reyarg u in angſher World zjf I caat 


£1051 


Mo nd. 4 a a ls... dts 
F { " # 


tu = ar '> 
«$705 rg OS 
% Fe 


Lv: 
: P 
l 
he 
ha? 
F* 


v0 mea \ brit wait. 
| 3 wp. the body , there miſt be time 4 


- The ogg P. are Rees 


Fath and rayer oe AK like kilfal Midy ver. 
uh; miles fafely of. thoſe bl which. ck fora 
hem the birth. It is good that thy ſoul ſpouldboth 
mieth wit for -tbe ſalvation of God, _ There is highe 
ſee, Sos chile of light, who walkeſtia d | 
indent it will ſpring up 'Nn 


© wet 2 RY 
my rr og 


pjertd 


Tmay net g6 to the Lov Coin totbeir? 
bt pr | may recrave - Pye 
on bears 0 that my [mp night be 


Morives to 
eparation. 
Def ifs in- 


ſpetion. 


Poptsony: 
thy perſons 

dreadful con- 
dirion guilty 


7 pw nog amy v- an 

-Samery tbe price of bihod Deliv 

O'God , thou God of, my Sali 

_ my oy rogue ſhall ling aloud of thy lovings 


" wil res fu my be ſo prevalent with wh 


— a 
ye rai -— —  <biht 


or the yropbaneting of the pe precign thnge an 
DTS STE: a, 
_ | EE rel | wes 


rEC ious 
Jones ”_- <a aut Fo an aſa wi F2 
gs Ie ial ©; vg - *3d\ alert Wy 
” G . F | G 


e Lats ns can 
nd fe this. enter = E = 
eth in Ex- 


413! ( "4 
anto the 
apy; | Bard, ind | Eraminatwn 
+ ; that conſeder how. of the evil A 


, Reformation. 
ode _  firay py. 
recefulng eh Parr RT, rs eff 


G þ Way go to i with 6 bearty- 
my or boy retritenporgi. euery ____— pred oh 


#fter\all m7 ants 
| j is) er 6 nnfſelf 71% may De 
+ For gk fort, 4 know gr Ren mn Che. : 


— 


i» page 10 do 


. 
ns 


| To modes to fink wy thi 
is of God) © nu gdory we) be thaw Ju 


: 


K+. . Saf Sr—% "you; _ > k " «+ q: aI0vt XY 
A the Tavis IG wiſh 1 bl wo Ton 1 he Tio 
PO 6s 


b bobad the fave” if's 
'be were.the Lord's 
| ; even 


2h 

y were bis ,\ yet the 

Me bathe fas hin her is mine," 

is; yet the Croww' is mine; ' and" i 
rchaſe-is mine. -O ler bidw 

hone mibbr whers 7 


rt eat eve EET: 


iIican give my. 
Ln, 


: that as" Saul eye 
& = eye them all from that Wn; mts, 


LnG Ty ' 


en my ſoul bath been thus feed wah marrow andfatneſ; Afrer the Sa- 


| tg ths be hu WY ors 


det my, mouth pr aiſe thee withjoyful lips. Ab what am 1, amen 
hn bouſe ? that when athers cat the bread Thankfulneſs. 


ad drink th ve of La x I ſhould eat the fleſh 
thin of of t ! What is man _thas rbou 
hay para y ra: thou deft . 4-4 
Waſp t ſt 
o des EEE (ﬆ . worth of obs mou 
an, cancezve ) Lythe love of ney beart ," 
; Yai FEES , eſte cen 4b: pr Faichfulneſs, 


ry oh 7 3; tay air Sen” 


, x1 e Sacrament wat Baxrldeba 


£0 rated M4, mr an nh he 
| nd, ſhat  Sacrafice bd 


"Rey INUE 
fe ky + w_ Zts 3 maT 
Spot "_ 


$0188 l r ed pevbep 
CE OSSUPYS oY de athog? WIRE 2: 
, In Prefter | 


- » Febhns Coun- 47 


"—__ ore Shrew” A 
tr - 


. 
- 


rhe nts b of that » 


£ *e+; +4 .- pa 
— l -— 
ans 3 


WT + * + WENT hanggai la K12Y AY SS La: * 
- JE. PR P4 0%. WOW Fapeie 3 | abba; 1 later ket 1H 
2.5% % ” I hams 


bo ky 4 


i. 
\ 4.5 wv * 
Et 


6 _ Ty . wh | 

-£h Fg 

9 YT 44 4 AP, xx ha My «0. $38 i ab 
, uy, ? 


- Unite Tha but A144 
| RY n be het oy Yen 
ies, 'T ſhall chercfore Reader), ive thee 


3: —_— * xp. 
ts i WE 
4 + 6 | 


0 
«. 


a. 


gp ont Hi £2 


5 4bt's pu wm the-cloſe; of the felty arid; begitining- of 54 capuc Reli= 
{the "fecond Table ,- to note ,- that+ the obſervation | of £198. &76tum 
_—_ depends much upon the Sandhification of this pe. > 0 


. Wille. Exed. 
ple 35-6 oe 


a 7 wok als dy 


a6 Ties onde % aca —_ 
| FER gy Spe =D. 


-Willet in 106, 


bn | 2 $ 9 + Wh y 
-Lde $0 then that the 
any action is, the-more heedfal thou oughtelt to be al 
ran the duties of | thipgepas 


mew ive Pena EE 


- - =. in 


Ce deeim the morality of chat Qipemand 5 ome day 
ſeven.” The Jew may of was buncd 191 Chriſt gr; 
though a wdkeda little whilcafrer:Ta 
i” thou obſerveſt this day 3 Godseye is. very much phos 
pates 1e 18 bayior in his houſe 5 therefore 10 the Tab:rnacle, the p 
Deb mate » Lblick, worſbip,it was commanded, Exee.25.37:Thyy ſoalt 
i fo lapips » #nd they ſhall light the _w_ that they m4 
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totedch us, that nothing there eſcapes his fight, for in his 
houſe there is alwayes light : His eye beholds all thy 'com- 
miſſot of evil, and all thine omiflion of good there: - In-his 
$aaQuary thou canſt not fin in fecret; there are ſeyen Lamps 
to diſcover thy miſcarriages in the Lords houſe,and therefore 
# behoves thee to be very pious in that-place. Afterwards 
when the Temple was built, and became heir'to the Taber- 
nade;"as that ſucceeded this in the Celebration of Gods 
Worſhip; (0 alſo'm Gods obſervation of all the works dotie 
there : "Mine tye (\aith God ) ſhall be there perpernally, r Kinfs 
9/3 There ia threetald eye of God prefene-in the Aﬀſern- 
bles of prerope: 
x. There is the eye of obſervation and infpetion : God ſeeth 
what uprightneſs and ſeriouſneſs there is in thy prayers and 
rmances 3 God eyeth andtakes notice, what integrity 
and fervency thou haſt in thy ſervices. and ſacrifices : Min 
gt9- are upon all their wayer, Jer. 16. 17. Whether thou art 
praying, or reading, or hearing, or linging, his eytis u 
onthees and whether thou performeſt thy dutics flothfully 
and iluggiſhly , - or dutafully and diligently , he obſerveth 
thee': His eyes behold} arlh bir ege-lids try 'the children ' of men. 
2; There is the eye of favonr and benediftion: Gods eye 
can convey a bleſſing as well as'his hand : I will ſe mine 
won them for good, Amos 9. 4. And Godseye can ſpeak 
| _——_ as well as his heart: Me ee and my -heart 
hel be there; that is, in my houſe, 2 Chron, 7. x6. The affe- 
Rion of the breaſt is ſeen at the brows, Mine eye ſhall be wpon 
the faithful of the Land, Pſal.101: 6. Gods eye is m his houſe, 
to approve and blefs thee, if thou ſandifie him in Ordi- 
Aces. Friend, keep the Lord's Day with care and conſci- 
ence, perform thy dutics with ſuitable graces, and Gods eye 
will be upon thee, thou ſhalt ſee his love in his pleaſant and 
gracious looks. Jeſus Chriſt teholds and approves the' graci- 
ous performances of. his people 3; he ſeems to ſay to them, as 
Paul to the Coloſſiens, Though I am abſent from you in the fleſh, 
yt am I preſent with you in the Spirit , joying and beholding your 


' der, Col. 2. 15. 
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love of it, whether they reſolve. on ſabjeRion," and to 
give themſelves 'up to that-farm of Dodtrine: which is 
yen .down to them, or whether men. hear Sertyans as 
ildren turn; over books mecrly for the gays that arc. in 
them 3 He goetb down into the garden of Nats, to:ſer 'tha rucins 
of 
Hyporriſie, the leaves. of profetion, without the: fruits'of 
an anſwerable converſation, He ſecthall thinc unripe;ſowre, 
undigeſied : duties, | 36011 
Reader, If 1 were to counſet thee how to ſpend a Mathet 
day ſo, that chou mighteſt gain much wealth and treafure, [ 
doubt not but thou wouldſt hearken to me; I am now to 
adviſe. thee how to ſpend the Lords day, tbe Market day for 
thy ſont, lo that thou mayſt get the true treaſure; durable 
riches: and" xighteouſneds ; | pray- thee to heat and obry the 
dixetions which I have to deliver to thee tram the'Lord, 
lor-chat cnd. 

Fult, Make preparation for the day. There is ſcarce any 
wark;which admits of any conſiderable \perfecon ," but 
requires ſame previous preparation. In works of nature, the! 
ground muſt be dungcd, drefied, plowed, harrowed, «yd 
all to prepare it for the feed, In works of Art 'rhe MuſKian 
tuneth tus Viol, ſcrewing up ſome of his firmgs' higher, let-- 
ting ſome down lower, as occaſion is, andall. t© prepare # 
far iis lefſon, and indeed without this. he. wouldimake bur 
Gd Malick, : Truly Frixnd, thus it is-with us in matters-/of 
higher moment ; hearts, like ſoil, muſt be preparce for the- 
ſeed-of the Word (how many 4'Scrmon hatlrbeen lo; 


. Senſe this was wanting! ) and: the Viols of or ſoul 
mult betuncd-to praaſe God, or othrewiſe' they will found 
" 
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buthcr(bly in his cars. 1 


- The Pricfis were to waſh 1a the Laver, when they went 
int0 the Tabernacle, and when they came nee Tothe Als 
tir- to Minifier upon pain of death, Exod. go. 19, 20. Sig-' 
nilying that to boly performancesthere is required holy pr 

paration; Suitable to which is D avid ifpecch, I willwaſh my 
hands in ime, ſv with 1 comiflaſt thine Alvear, ÞG1. 26.- > -- 
exadvin Oosa When 
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When; the Temple was tobe built, the ſtones were hey: 
and the timber:{quared and fitted, betore'they were 
to the place where the Temple ftood ; there was nithy 
2x, nor hammer, nor any uſe of them in the Tetmple+- 
what doth 'this ſpeak, but that the Chriſtian muſt be pod 
liſhed and d to be a ſpiritual Temple, an habitariay 
for the. God of Facob, and allo fitted forhis worlhip, whith 
was then-in the Temple. tk 

There 15 no duty but requires ſqme previous - diſpoſitions 
A liftle;break-faſt quickens the appetite to a good dinner; 
duty fits the heart for duty 3 Confider prayer. The Chrilti 
mult be poor in ſpirit , that would prevail in prayer 

iritual :riches. The vefſel muſt be empty before it- can 

d.. 0 Lord, thou wilt prepare their beart, thou wilt caſt this 

ear to bear, P{al. 10. 17. for bearing ;, the weeds muſt be pluck 
up before the gram be thrown into9-the ground ; Wherewe 
laying aſide all malice and all guile and Hypocrifper, Ay mw 
born bahes difire the ſincere milk, of the word, 1 Pct. 2. 14: 
In fnging+ the lungs :muſt be good, the inwards clean, be 
fore the. voice will. be '{weet and clear. 0 Grd, my ley 
is. fixed, my heart is fixid, 1 will fing and | give praiſe, Plat 
57. 7. $0 for the Lords day, the Iſraelites had their prepares 
tion. -It was. the: preparation, that is, the day before the Suk 
bath, Mark 15. 42. 
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The preparation: for. the Lords day, coufiſt.ch partly oy ; 
care-{o- to-order Worldly buſmeſſes,: that 'they may” not 63 
croadh/on.the Sabbath 3 Some Extpolitors obſerve that tt inp 
word Remember, in the fourth Command, enjoyneth a pits pa. 
vident forcſight-and diligent diſpatch of carthly affairs lf 
the day before, that nothing may remain to diſquier us init 
diſtyrb Gods day ofreſt; There is an obſervable/place, Iſis x 
keep thy foot from my Sabbath, Ha.58.13. that is, from treading wi 
on my holy ground with the dirty feet of carthly affairs,'@ g*, 
affeQions. The-Jews preparation began at three of the dodi C 
in the afternoon , which ; the : Hebrews called the Sabbath & 
Eve z | The anticnt Fathers called Cens: pra , from tt WW (4. 


Sacrihes 


Heathen ( fay fome ) whoſe Religion taught them in thas 
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ices to. ccxtain, of their gods, to prepare themſclves by 
ed of holineb, at £ time they had a, Sipper, 
conliſting of meats holy in their opinion. "YR 
The Jews. were {o careful in their preparation, that, faith gy, 5a; 
mine Author, to further 1t, the beſt and wealthieſt of them, gog. Jud. c.10, 
even thoſe that had many ſervants, and were Maſters of Fa- tx Ta/mud; 
miles, would chop herbs, ſweep the houſe, cleave wood, 
kindle the fice, and do ſuch Ike thizgs. The mazrriner that 
mtendech . a voiage, , putteth. his ſhip off from _lind; 
txly, Friend, if chou wouldlt - Ianch Heaven-ward upon a 
Lord's day, there is, a neccflity that the veſſel of thy heart 
be put off from the earth. When our bleſſed Saviour was 
teaching the people, he wasdiſturbed by,one that told him, 
Behold thy matber and thy. brethren arid without, defiring 'to 
ek with thee; Mairh. 1.2. 47... MP REN Cog At hearing, 
ot praying, or about any Religious Ordinance, What an 
tunderance, what a. diſturbance wall it be for thy heart 
t ſuggeſt tO thee, Man, thy calling, thy companions, or 
fu and ſuch things. which lie upon the ſpoil through 
thy negligence in the ,week- days , they all fland without T 
firing, to feak, with thee, If thou wouldſt avoid, diltraQtion, 
prevent the occaſions. As Iſaiah (aid to Hezehiab), Set 
thine bouſe in_order againſt thy deaths day: fo 1 Gay to thee; 
Set thy bouſe in order , and thy heart in order , againſt the 
Lrd. i.daj. | h "EI ITAA 
. The, main preparation. of the heart” for a Sabbath, lieth in 
removing the filth of kn, and in_quickning ad 4waken- : 
we grace, in mult be removed. If the ſtotnach' be foul,” it —_— al 
gulf be purged before it be fed, or the meat will nouriſh CE 
and ſtren then, not nature, but the ill humours. If a man plationem de- 
| = elf Few theſ, (1t is, true of, evil affeRions, as well as fanny tmp 
TIONS) be ſhall he a weſſel nnto bottour, ſanttified and mees "eames, 
fat FM ers uſe, and by. unto tvery per Kut 2 Tim. Lp 
2 21, | | . mul & rathe 
. Superfluity of 9s gin 1 muſt be laid aſide, before we ones bumane 
en receive the word with meekheſs, Fam. 1. 21. When & 079%: 
'veſlet is unclean, it fours quickly 'the, ſyeeteſt liquors j rom 
Oo 3 pour 
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”u fs ape tb be Aeadith and ee ducy "is beſt 


| wick i on done, -Chriſt will tot rhittk himſelf welt 
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oa gs ary unworthy of, but alſo \ provoking to io * 


a * ai 
\ prepaid. , ts ca it receive the forth? Fob 11. 14 


oe; itito it 3 when the heart is unclean, it ak 
dhight recciveby the truths of God. 
_—_ be calf out; &'gracernuſt called op; 


mw 1} 
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to'blow it up.” Moft people upon! a Salty 
adorn their bodics with their beſt chartee, yer 
almoſt attireth his ſoul as he ought on this Bip! when! ; 
going t meet the bleſſed Redeemer ! þ 
Suppoſe thou wert a perfon of great quality 
eſtate, 6d. che King ſhould ſend thee word, that he wel me 
dine with thee to morrow, what preparation would} \ in 
tmake for whe entertainment ? would not thy firit work kt 
te ſoon oy ook, by caufing the uit” to be Trepe 
rs wala! nay, tabb'd, every thing co tobe 
anda caply > Wold thou not purup hy choiceſf 
ings, lay on oy richeſt there: bring out thy beſt Þ 
ra thy plan fer [thy cofthieff furniture, endeavor 
all vc ſhould be in p inc, fornewhat ſairable ty the & 
nity of (0 great a Prince. I tell thee, char the Gteabh 
all the Wer! _—_ ive thee notice in his Word, Foy. 
ſucti a day, being h; he jntends to ſup with th 
Now, friend, 1 Ing ration wilt thou make, to te 
thy relpe& to this bleſſed and only Potentate 7 Cant 
bctore-tand'do leſs than Gweep out the duſt of ſin, an{ wall 
ig? eric thine heart clean, adorn it with cheb 


graces, the embioidery ofthe holy Gholt?" Tal 
pretended entercaintnenc of hit, will 1 | 
rious A Prince. 


by a Sabbath dc not. a 
+ $0 oy Goofs the Sabbath 3 kt matt x 
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Thou haſt Slag nm myo s days, and it may be 

> oi pail 6 Te ods 0 we 9.008 Houle GY | 
4H ay, the Golpel ) is (et hy 

bo all & Tainties.of Perdn, 'Love, Gr, 

Pex, 


1 Life, at KP fcand feed; their 
frag a0 with marrow and farnc(s, and their monches 
iſe the Lord with joytul lips 3. but thou haſt no ſtomack, 
wy Gvour nothings Ldare, be the Paylician 
SE ond cure of this:; thg- cauſe” is, Thy 
hy heart'is unclean; and therefore as a ran 
or ſome diſeaſe predominant , caunot 
but complains ſometimes of the meat, 
= nugirer i oh Cook, when the fault isin himſelf;. {a 
w-/canſt taſte no goodneſs in the beſt meat, - neither 
Scripture, ' neither Sermon' nor Sabbath. are 
ury. to thee, yct it may be thou blamefi the Preacher, 
doth not drefs the meat to thy mind, whea the fault is 
in the foulneſs of thy atkeRions. Thy cure mult be, to parge 
out this old -Icaven , to take ſome pains before-hands in 
thy heart. When the fomack iy. cleany as after 
or ating, how ſweet is a picce. of bread! So if 
wouldſt but in ſeret' ſearch thy ſoul; vomit up thy 
by 2 penitent confallion, cleanſe thiue heart by (incere 
pantrion, and would(t then frequent the. publick Ordi- 
thou wouldft find Prayer ſweet, Preaching ſweet, 

t feet, every ſervice ſweet :O'bow 
the babiz ation of God's bonſe, aud the plate where his 


= God, O Chriftian; betake thy-1elf to 
amber nh Ser night, confeſs and bewail 
untruitfulnels ander the Or- 
TTY ſhame and condetan- thy felf for thy 
God to wo bar-ary ry; and fiſt it In 
ord eager rar yr yon 
t fe ) 
ta God _ thou art to have to doin 
rel daties 3 ponder, the weight and + 
es, how. they concern thy | 
everlaſting like- or death, haw' certai 


. thou haſt to enjoy Sabbaths-W, "hide hy life tn 
- to an end, how ſpeedily and how exfily God m 
down thine earthly Tabernade, how there is n0'\ 
DS lahouring, no in the' otfier we 
thou arg haſtning,' and-eontinuc'tmiufing and bf 
ing tillthe/ fire burneth's thou cant 'nor chi he's 
thon; maiſt-gamn by-ſuch fore-thoughts, how pltalant 
profitable a-Lord's day: would be to thee, aftes ſiich#} 
paration.\ Theoven of thine Heart thus baked inf 
were.). over night;-would be eaſily heated the next 
ing i the. fixc to-well raked up whien OO — 
would-be the! ſooner kindled when then womes fs 
thoa would thus leave-thine heart with God 
 tarday night, emi Sidi with him i in c 
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> oy fot 0 mnivhins with the gn 


_—_ & Sabbath, and 
grace. rp arr work chat ly as thy: rew fy 
duty orvthat day as rhy gre#telt dignity.” O what a & 
what- an honour, what bappineſs doth God vo 
thee, . in- affording thee 1Tuch 'a golden feafon 2? 
though a King, :the' Head of the beſt people” in the 
ow Ay it. an -honour to be the loweſt Officer it 
houſe, to be a dror-keeper there, to (it at the threſhold} 
is in the Hebrew, Fſal. $4. 10. It the Queen of Sheba 
fay, when ſhe fGw the wealth, and” heard” the riſe 
Salmon, Happy ave theſs thy men, happy are theſe thy fer 
which ftand continually before thee, and that rd 
And bleſſed be the Lord God of Tfrael, which delighte 

to ſit thee. on thethrone of Iſrael : Becauſe the Lord 

far ever, therefore made bethee King, 1-Kin, 10.'$, y. 

not thou, when thou beholdeft c e beautifa) face of tf 
viour, in the glaſs of Ordinances, -ardheareft the {we 
lightful voice of Jeſas Qhriſt, « greater tha7 Solomont 3 
thou ſeeft the-delicate.and plentiful proviſion, the'f 
fat things, -of wine'on the lees well refined, which he th 
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if how for Chriſt and grace, .or . 
arr 'The Farrher that loyters atothgr rims, 
Kern ſweat in Harveſt. It pens 7" -the 

an.ne! rept, and. fced: 


ther doe hn eve audrey _— 
- orchy God; thy cy 
4 Bi: Dare 
LH Ph MF 16 4480S. 1 
© The k duke an muſt play his lefſon whilſt the mſtramene 
"ws the weather | may; alrers/i — 
th os Bend for | al ma buy of Chriſt gold x0 mrich 
: #.tq clogth hamy -while- the|Fayt lafts, for it wil 
x DOVE, ; Efax.came too late: and-loſt:rherdby the 
: come, too late. and loſe: their) IP. 
s there i: a ſeaſon; faith God; (Ecclff Jer: * 
© Jar SA ior mercy arc vt or 
547 wilt thou if. thou neg/efie(t ( or fiot 
Spas ſs; fignifieth )* ſo great Salvation. 
{Qpen;unto .Chrſt» whem- he Knocketh at the 
WY, "by heart with- che: finger of his” Spirit, -*Do 
'v pot bu him-.come £0; MOrOV.s leſt that mortow-never 


7 
| NY to make. Hat, while the Sun ſhines, for 
the may be cloudy; It's fo embrace a preſent 
- ity, for- time is bald: z thou' canft not: af- 
TH felt of aſccond Sabbath,” Seaſons. of grace are not 
| that a man-may/ mils one and take another. ' What 
'Þ fad of himfclf,is ive of Sabbaths The poor ye have 
| ay with you, bat , we ye haut mat (alwayer. © Time thou 
; ayes with thee. while -thou. livelt;” -bur the Sabbath 
hp Low alwaycs. Nay, within -a ſhorter. time-than 
; $4 ſtz; God, may. deprive;thee both of. tune-and 
pc onunuy, both of Week-dayes and Lords-dayes 3 and if 
art ,now, ſlexping , and-{npring when thou: ſhouldfit be 
ing" and working,.. 'what 3 cut willit, be cothy heard 
lect upon the Sabbaths which thou: halt | had*and- 
pr fmaperuaggh Ly cn the dayes- of m_ 

\ ber all ber things thet 
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aſe of Grd, Palm 42 = 24k bh ſomt 37 poured aus 4 

n overwhelmed wich 'grict,) and even ready 40) 

nI compare my preſcnt condition wyeith my for- 

1 h inthe fruntion-of Religious Aſſemblics. There 
an-Begancy in che phrafe Poxed 0x83) the woril wapplyed' 
peates,” or-any I:quid thing, and in. Scripture _ 

£4; Fool :2. "28. My life is ready to be? 0d 45 

= the ground, which cannot be . Teen = oy 


" __ ler bi 
fy 6 reigrigrs mp pe = 
abs Lin d; for they have driven me -ont this day 


 - oper logs Sam. 26./& x9.) How 

ally he b:zmoan it to-his own foul? Fade me; -— I 
| and roy; babitotions are in the Fettts of Kedar : 
Thebs of his Father, Mother, Waves, Children; Lands; 
Liberty, nay, of his very Life, would not have gone [o near 
hixheart, a5 the loſs of publick Ordinances 7» As his ſorxow 
ms great for the wane, fo was his ſuit moſtcarnch for the 
of them 3 How many a prayer "_ =_ 

lerry ofthe Tabemacte bk 3y 3.32 hap 4 
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< Fa Lord will Eck: To ina 
: is taker for the-ſybſtance of Religion; .'or.46 
Gol, Pebs 24.6: butby'the face _—_—_— a ri& ſenſe; 
himegtthe Ark of God, and place of hisrcfidence: Now 
this time heing deprived of this :ineftunable benetic, 

i the wedericy OO EEERRIECY Pear = 


I aq God hh chavie eyky Eerwab es 
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—_—_ chaiary eſpe oh Wight hoo 


would 


5 enema mnt DOS. 


it ends an tn 


© would ſeek and ſee thy face there : /Thias 

God for performance on his fide, that he might bs 

we COnyRney. w 
Where denyeth publick Ondiclnoces\yc Te 

kimſdf-will: be a. little SanQuary-to his choſen ,4 

11. 16. Butr where he affords them, he expeds'ti ty 

ſhould be-attended: : Chrift himſelf went often into | 


Perer and Fobr-went up: into the Temple at the þ 

proger, LAGs 31: Oh the Sabbatb we went out of the gh 

rivers fide, projer was wont to be made, 'AQs 13.231 
Pani reaſoned in the e every Sabbath, Men Ve 
Thoſe that by:their practices contemn publick Worſhix 
neither Chrift nor his Apoſiles for their pattern. 

+ Oncol the Jewilb-Rabbics hach a. ſaying, He 
in-bGity where theres a Synagogue, and cometh not to s 
Merito dxcitit vicinusmalus; ir deſeryedly: ffikd 2 bad ad 
biner. "Reader, if thou forfakeft the Aﬀemblies of rhe 
how uſeful fever thou maytt be to others bodies, 

. art abud in negleQing ſoal-ſervice. 
elus Chnft 


x aha x0 took: ſpecial care>to: provide: and; x x 
ick ſervants, as; give cvery.one their meatinh 
| The Miniſters bf the word are tos. pablc 
Cers appointed by hnaſclf to have che overſight 1 
Saints: They are bach: Fathersto beger, and Tut 


.up his Sons ;and Daughters. . They are his $ 
woelpen pit the ers ofthe Go oj 
But-Little do they -think', who ſet light: by 

dinances, what! a price Chrift paid, : be me 
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On 4 Lord's Dag. 


the nnity of the faith, and of the of the 
Son wnto a py Ge Rn ROI; the ſta 
F the fuinefl of Chriſt , Ephel. 4. 8. 11, 12, 13. As 
kn - the day of their Coronation, uſually appear in all 
their Majeſty and magnificence , and do ſome famous at 
(a5 of a general pardon or the like) which may {peak 
their loveand reſpet to their SubjeRs. So Jeſus Chriſt 
wheaherode Trivumphancly in the Chariot. of his aſcenſion 
into Heavens glorious City, to fit and; reign there at the 
wht hand of the Majeſty on High, gave abilities to Mini- 
endowed them with an{werable gifts and graces, that 
they might diſpenſe the Ordinances of God powerfully, and 
"profitably, as a ſpecial fruit of his paſſion for, and a fingular 
teliumony of his aff-Qtion to; bis Church. 
1 would wiſh thee therefoxe to be preſent. at, and to 
continue to the end of publick Ordinances.' David would 
tea Door-keeper in the Houſe of God, Becauſe a Door- 
keepers firſt in, and laſt out. Friend, if thou wert feaſting 
Noble perſon thou wouldft not riſe from Table, un- 
ls necſty forced thee, before all were taken away, and 
thanks returned. I mult tell thee that when thou art 
ſeeding with the hleſſed Potentate, it is much below good 
mauners, to turn thy back upon him, without his leave and 


 Fifthly, If thou wouldſi make Religion thy buſineſs on 
a Lords day, Tone thine heart 10 fpiritwal joy and: delight 
min. Holy alacrity and joy is not only a crown and cre+ 

lit to, but allo a ſpecial part of Chriſtianity. The Kingdom of 
bos conſifter h not in meats and drink, but in righteouſneſt, and 
Me 49 in the Holy Ghoft, Rom. 14. 179. Gods wayes are 
not {0 bad, but that the Travellers in chem may be cheartul;! 
PRs good wages, and therefore it is no wonder that 

Servants are ſo joytul. 101 | 

Becauſe believers have ever cauſe of comfort ,- therdfore 

y arecommanded alwayes to rejoyce, Phil, 3. Whether 
r fins or ſufferings come into .their hearts ,' they: 
mult not ſorrow as they that have no-hope.z i 
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faciged condicions , they have the ' ſpirit of © 

-There tyced »0f-50y Cown within them, - when ie 
undcr the clods, and appearsnor :aboreigronnd, '- [. 
are {peciag}:tymes when God calts:for this gram y 
up 3/ They have ſome red 1ctters, ſome holy dayes is 
Calendar: of- their lives, wherein this joy , as Wa hy 
Wedding, is moſt ſeaſonable 3 but among all ar 


never rxcl{heth ſo well, it-nevertaſteth (6 pleaſant * 


Lords day; joy ſuites no perſon © much -u5 2 _—_ 
becones no ſeaſon fo well 45's Sabbath. Joy im Gola 
ether dayes 1:ke the pn in Winter, whichh 
plcaſing, 'but Joy on a Lords is kike their 
[Tunes, and precty notes in Spring, 'when a} other this 
look with afuitable delightful . This 41 the dn 
the Lord bath made ( he that'made all dayes, ſoeſprcidlly tis 
Alay, but what follows ) we will rejoxce und be gle ena, 
Plal. 118. 24. In whi works we hnverhsChacched n 
or joy, and the ſeaſon or day of it. 'Her ſolace was g at. k 
will rejoyce and be glad. Thoſe expreſſions are uot t & 
repetitions, but ſhew the exuberency or high 
joy, The of it. This -iz the day the bad mak 
Compare ace with Miz. 21. 22, 23, and As 4%. 
you will fd that the peccedent verſes, are a prophetic 
diction of Chritis ReſurreRion,and ſo this verſe fo 
Churches joy/upon chat mc morable and _— 
indeed 1} a tcaft'be made for heer, © 10. 19. 
that day wherem Chriſt feaſterh 5 Saints-with the 6 
mexcics, may woll command his greateſt {piritual mi 
-day hath aqoublc precedency of a faf 
a F, we <yc-Gods 3 On a Thanks-pivi 
—_— Yavout'; In i the farmer wo {peciafly mn 
hy radnget ma bow ſie the re 
Fof-day calls for forrow, a Thankygiving-day for joy. * 
the Lozg's day is the higheſt thanksgrving-day,and defer 
much more-then the Jewifh Purim, to be « day of feaf 
flatneſt, an# 0 goolt tay. - 
uh Ws.C4f we-enjoy the ; Communic of $0 
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we not delight in thoſe exccllent ones ? Pjal. 16. 3. On 

"this day we have fellowſhip with the blefied Saviour, and 
(hall we not fitunder his ſhadow with great delight?Cant.1. 
Ox; this day we are partakers-'of the Ordinances of God, 
and ſhall we not be joyful in the Hoſe of! prayer ? Iſa. 56. 9. 
On thus day we have ſpecial converſe with the God of 


ces, and who would not draw water with joy ous 
"the Well of Salvation ? laiah 12. 3. Surely whilft we 
ae-in the mudit of fo much Musk, we mutt needs be per- 
fumed, Who can walk where the Sun ſhines ſo hot, and not 
be warmed ? 
© k is Gods precept ( as well as thy priviledge ) to make 
Gads day thy delight, If hae call the Sabbath 2 delight, the 
of the Lord, 1a. 58, 13. . Delights, Tremel. reads it, Thy 
#hings according to the Septuagint. Whether thou art 
meditating on Gods works, vr attending on Gods Word, 
which are the two principal duties of the day, they both call 
for delight and joy. | 
If on this day of reſt thou,confidereſt the work of crea- 
tion, and Gods reſt, it behoveth thee to follow Davids pat- 
_ tern, Thew Lord bajt made me glad through thy works, I will wri- 
—_— Pſal 92. 4- | 
Hf thou conliderelt the work of Redemption, and Chriks 
Ig of way rang the Lion of + of 
«dah, thou mayeſt get Honey as may delight thy foul, 
and force thee to ding, Aﬀy fox! doth magnifie the Lord , my 
ſtirit rejoyceth in God my Saviour, Luke 1. 46, 47. The babe 
* in the womb leapt for joy of him before he was born. - The 
jt” heavenly hoſt ſung at bis birth, and wilt not'thou at 
his ſecond birth, his reſurreRion from! the dead ? /'O let 
Primitive Chriſtians ſaturations 'be thy conſolation, The 
Lord is riſen. 
-If thou mcditateſt on glorification, and thine own reſt, 
canſt thoy do lefs than rejoyce an bope of glory ? what Priſoner 
thackled with Satans temptations,and-fettered with his own 
 Grruptions, in the dark Goal of this World, can think of 
the time when his Irons ſhall be knockt off, and he wo 
| Qq 3 the 
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the pleaſant light and glorious liberty of the Sons of God, 
and not be tranſported with joy ? What heir in his minog- 
ty, baniſht from his kindred and countrey, can think with 
4 > out comfort of his full age, when he ſhall have the full fr: are 
2 ition both of his ttate and friends 3 doubtl. (5 friend,the $ oup 
baths if the boly, are the Suburbs of Heaven. In heaven thay oh 
15 go buying, no (elling, no ploughing, no ſowing, nothing the 
but worſhipping God, commumon with him, fruition it th 
him, and delght in him ; There remains a reft for the Pope Hip 
God. - There they reſt from their *laboursz If thou on's wil 
Lords day turncſt thy back upon the World, and goeſt up in nou 
to the Mount, converſing with, and rcjoycing in the bletſed wh 
God, what doſt thou leſs than begin thine eternal. Sabbath ſur 
here? Such a Lords day can |bc-no les than Heaven in'# ma 
looking-glaſs, repreſenting truly, though darkly, thy future do 
eternal happineſs : There is nd perfume fo ſweet to a Pi 
grim, as his own {moke. _ 
When thcu art attending on the word, truly that Aquy- in; 
vitz, that hot water may well revive thy ſpirit; - Thy teftune thi 
nies are my delight, auth David, I bave rejojced more, in thy i 
ſtimonies, than in all manner of riches, Pſal. 119. 24-77. The 
Word of God is ſometimes called a treaſure, and what begs: 
gar would not rejoyce in a treaftere ; ſometimes fire, and 
truly Reader, thine heart is frozen to purpoſe if this fire do 
not heatit 3 Solomon tells us, As cold water to a thirfly ſonl;þ 
is good never” from « far Country,” Prov. 25.25, The Word 
of God contains the beſt news that ever was_ heard 
Peace on earth , good will towards men; and the glad tis 
dings of the Goſpel come from Heaven a far Coun 7 
try. What canſt thou ſay then, why they (hould not be 
as welcome and-retreſhing to thee as" cold water to a'thurlly 
ſoul ? | "ut 
Varicty of things that are excellent is not a little ground 
of complacency in them. Variety of choice voices pleaſe the 
car, variety of. curious colours delight the eyes , variety of 
dainties; are acceptable to the tafte, Nero promiſes rewards 
to them that invented new pleaſures. God hath s, 
nat 
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" that purpolc diſh'd-out his worſhip into ſeveral ed various 
- duties, that it might be more plcalant to us. Sometim:s we 
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to God, lometimes we hear from God, ſometimes 
we. are praying for lupply of our neceflities, ſometimes we 
are praiſing him for his infinite excellencies , ſometimes 
oug mouthes are open to fing, ſometimes our cars are-open 
to hear the” Sermon, ſometimes our eyes are open to fee 
the Sacrament. The ſame meat is dreſt ſeveral ways, to make 
it the more welcome, and ſo the more ſtrengthning to us. 


m—__ obſerves, that that food which nature receives * 


with delight, though not ſo good in it (elf, -affords better 
nouriſhment than that which is more wholeſome, againſt 
whichnature hath a reluQtancy. Reader, thy delight'and plea- 
ſurein the Sacred Ordinances of the Lord's. day will help to 


make them more profitable to thee. Some colours which 


dodelight, do alſo ncogren the light. 

Sixthly, if thou wouldſt make godlinels thy bufine(s on a 
Lord'sday,” Let no duty ſatisfie without communion with God 
init. Ordinances arc the Galleries and Gardens (and for 
that end appointed ) wherein God and thy ſoul may walk 

her. For this cauſe they are called a g/aft, becauſe there- 
in the Chriſtian beholds the glory of the Lord, 2 Cor, 3, 18. 
&s Zachens climbed up to the Sycamore-tree to ſee ſeſus,. 
and when he once had a ſight of him, he came down joy-" 

z ſo go thou upinto the Trees of duties for this pur- 
ur ep thou maiſtſce God in Chriſt; and unleſs this be 

ed thee, come down fſorrowfully, When mengo to 
meet a friend at a ceftain place, and they miſs hum, how dif- 
contentedly do.they. go away ? U 

Alas, what are the Ordinances without God, but as a 
table withdut meat, from which a living ſoul muſt needs 
depart thirfly and hungry ? David loved- the habitation of 
God's houſe,but it was becauſeit was the place where God's 


honour dwelc, F/al. 27. David longed for the Courts of God, 


more than for his Crown,xelations or poſſeſſions, or any:out- 
ward comforts, but it was becauſe God afforded there his 
gracious preſence 3- God's glorious preſcnceis in. his G- 
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Triumphant, -bur he" is {{raciouſly preſent- in mY Chunky 
Militant. My [out longeth; 'yea, even fainteth for the : b 
the Lord, my heart and my fleſh crieth ont for the living Gull 
Pal. 84: 2- his defire was as eager and carnelt as of a tbhge” 
ing / woman with child, whois ready to faint away q 
dic if be be not farisfied, Sometimes he comprres his d 
fireto thirſt, of which creatures are more umpaticnt t 
hunger, P/al. 63. 1, Sometimes to the thirſt of an Hart i 
the. water-brooks, which creature being naturally boo 
dry, in a very great degree, is exceeding thirſty ; but 
obje& of his detire, of his thirſt, was God My ſoul thirſt 
far God, for the leving God, 0 when ſhall I come and appeat 
fore him ! Plal. 42. 1, 2. To ſee thy beauty and glory, re 
thee in the ſanGuary. It was communion with 
"his life and love, in his __ and comforts, which 
Palmiſt ſo much longed for, The ſweet fmiles of 
face, the hony dewsof his Spirit, were David's dan 
, his heaven upon earth. 
They that come to duty meerly for duty, know 
what it means to meer with God, and therefore 
they- neithet fee his face nor hear his voice, yet are 
tentcd, like thoſe that were born in ſome dark d Fa 
never yet (aw the Sun,they are well enough ſatisfied wit 
it 3 butthoſe who have ſeen it, and know that that light” 
pleaſant, if they look up to: the heaven of Ordinances, 
{ce not the Sun of righteouſneſs,it*s no longer day with't 
The true Diſciples met together the firſt day of the \ 
and enjoying Jeſus among them, rejoyced indeed 3 bur- < 
are .only glad in duties, when they tad ſern the Lord, © 
20. 20. 7 hey were glad when they bad ſeen the Lord, "5 
Reader, when thou goeft to the Ordinances of God, Þ 
ro meet Godin the Ordinances. As Moſer, go up into 
Mount of duties to'converſe with ay Maker, Goto 


the beaury of his face, wher ie kb 
Temple. :When Ho Perlrcck ithe OY 
thy heart nearer to heaven. 


_ thou goelſi to hear,” mind communion with wy 
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c the Stav-ro- the wiſe men 1cads® thee to: rr 
Chriſt is. It &'God m the word which: cauſcrbef- 
ned inputgnr ikoraotk prevalency, if is. God 
iathe Sacrament whorcauſerh alacrity, it is God in aSabbath 


whocauſcth comp'acency,” 


When thou goctt to the waters of the' Sandtuary, fay'ss 
Eiſps at the _—— ord.vn, ' Where is the End God of 
dy Where is the God and F athes of my Lord Toſi Chriſt # 

Why it thy Chariot, 0 Sou of righteoaſneſ, fo loug a coming ? Why 
+ What clogs the wheelr of +by Charivt # © HM wilt thow 


| poi ge Fſal. 101. 2: When thou comet from the'Or- 


dmances,and haſt not met © God in them/though thou 'haft 
ſhewed nevcr anna orgitts, 'or outwart- devotion, 
layes Abſalom, At this availr me , ſo ling us 1 may not 
be: Kings face. Sawl himſclf was end ſorrowtul, when 
be emquiired of the Lord, and the Lord anſivered bim not. And 
canſtthou, O Saint, be joyful, when thy Beloved hath with- 
diawn' himalelt? 

'Look upon performances 2s Boats to ferry thy ſoul over, 
nd give it a paſſage to God, -and take heed of going can- 
tentedly from God without God : ler thy prayer be, 0 ſend 
+01 9 ms mars let them legd me, let then bring me 

boly bill, to thy tabernacle : then irate gran watery 4 
ants God my exceeding joy. 

«Seventhly, $ antiifie tbe whole day to God's ſervice ; be carly 
up'in the morning, and as late a5 thy body will permit at 
oe” The 1//elizes, when they were to batter down the 

holds bf ' Fericho, roſe ap eavly in the morning, Poſh. 


| 4 the: Lord's day chy work mult be-tg <4. 


holds of fin ; riſcearly, loſe no; time, do 
notfoſe che -leatt.moment (if it be poſſible, of this facred day. 
The very oat. rand; of worehz the ſmalleſt part 
ofthe ho day is of great price. The word Shemnr, to 
lip Che abt doh 19:30; figmfierh tockeep with 
md ian wp repgnnn, of which a man would 
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+ the leaſt of that be loſt, becauſe a little of that rye 


| any part of it tor our own ule 


' and wickedneſs, this is thy duty every day,: but-eſj 


. phane the day by any earthly work, which might ha 


bushands?) be careful that little flic out ofthe mort 
if they beat Pearl, they are extraordinary watchful, 


value. Reader, if thou art a good husband for thy | 
doubt not but thou cſicemeſi thy time in the wcek days at 
high a rate, that thou dareſt not ſquander itaway in 
nothing, - or in that” which is worſe than nothing ;; E- 
what worth, what price-walt thou ſet upon an » 
upon a Lord's day ? How diligent wilt thou be to: improve 
the leaſt piece of that day ? God gyveth thee fix' whole d; 

for thine own works, do not deny to him one whole 
ſeven. Let thy conſcience be judge ; Is it not unrighteouf 
neſs to buy by one meaſure, which is greater, and ſell-by an 
other meaſure <4 is leffer?? When the day is conſecrated 
to God, as the goods of > 2h is dangerous to keep bac 


Do thou alh the day lon Jive and walk as it were ache 
other. world; make it a th, a day of ret, .1, F rom kin 


on this day : every fin on a Sabbath is double, the ſeaſon) 
a great aggravation of the fin, The wicked indeed are like th 
raging ſea, which cannot reft, but everyday bubble up mix 
and dirt, 1a. 57. 20. | 2: From the world and the worksgl 
thy calling : Te ſhall hb the ' Sabbath therefore, for it is wh. 
ento you, Every one that defileth it ſhall ſurely be put to death” 
for whoſoever doth any work therein, that ſoul ſhall be ont off fron” 
among bis people, Exod. 31.714. The Jews were to reſt from” 
works of leaſt importance, as n—_ ſticks +» ol 
fetched in ſticks, was ſent out of the world with ſt 

and of greateſt concernmenit, as building the T abermack; ; - 
though the Chriſtian now hath more liberty, yethe 
leave at all to pollute the day by wickedneſs, or to4 
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done before the day, or may bedone as well after it. *Þ 
May I not fay to thee of this day, as Eliſhs to Gebazi fi 

this a time #0 receive mony, and garments, and ſheep, and oxen, \ 

ANGER, DIL: 40 2 King. 5. 26. = 
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for civil affairs ? The Sabbath day is therefore called 
. adn) of reſtraint, Dent, 16, $. becauſe then men are forbidden 
. Mwork, faith Z=nizs, 'As none were ever loſers by laying 
ade their own works to attend. God's worſhipghe took care 
# ael's fafety whilſt they were in hisfervice, that none of 
weir neighbours, though bittex enemies,. ſhoald ſo much as 
bfire. their cities, Egod. 34: 24. fo none, IT am confident, 
were ever gainers by inching in ſome part of thei callings 
unmncceſſarily at the end of God's day, and by ſetting God 
_  akide to ſerve themſelves; the very time will be a: canker 
to donſume their ſtates: And as they that take Crocxrantb * 
their ſtomachs, brung up not only-4}] humors,-but that alſo 
- which would prove good nouriſhment ; ſo fome have had 
experience, that their prophanation of God's day-to-increa(e 
their eſtates, hath forced them to vomit up the whole. God 
hath given thee days enongh for thy calling, {pace enough 
"tofind it 10, thou needeſt not treſpaſs upon his holy day, 
upoh his holy ground. It was, no ſmall aggravation of 
adam's tin, that though he had choice of fruits, he would. 
tat only of the forbidden fruit; fo it will much increaſe 
thy ſin, if when thou haſt choice of time for thy trade, thou 
ſhouldeſt meddle-with it on a.Sabbath.. | ( 
Reader, as thy duty is to relt the whole day from wicked< p,.t rotss 
nels arid worldly work, ſo alſo to imploy. the whole day: dies feſtive 3 
" in God's worſhip, be either praying, or reading, or hoar-. Chriſtians ex- 
ng, of ſinging, or meditating, or diſcourſing with others. pow — 
our the Works or Word of God : Be always taken up,/g.a4 in pres 
eicer with publick, private, or ſecret duties. . In the 92 cepr. : 
jaime, that Pjalmn far the Sabbath, v. 1. and 3. wearecxhorted | 
Q) 17 few forth God's loving kindneff in the morning, and bis faith- Hee ſenſs lo- 
n/neft at og. Now we know that inScripture-ſenſe, the 1% Pre 
m and the evening are the whole day; the whole day” wit iverdimms + 
« by ordination, and why ſhould not it be. his by ob+ oe frm, 
ſexration. ,” God hath dedieated this day wholly to his own contiaucndes 
ip, now-every devoted thing; is molt holy to the' ſe ow tar | 
Mt. 27, 28. *% IND | "His partem. * © 
— The Pope. and Church. of fn any half buhrdgh, as Cale”. x 
| vo : r 2 4 XN »4 
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. - $6\Blacer day; which'' wholy mn the frbirrob duly? 
Got aud the Church of Chrift have nohalt holidays *. 
ones: how pruned ym Wet: al dax 
rom . evening #0 evening you-ſh », Levit 
32+: Their days were - reckoned: frem evening to v4 wok 

trom- the Creation; but ours ( beenuſe Chri rofe ny 
morning) from tnortung to morning. '* y 
If thou haft any fincere 'delight in 30d, and tech c 

the true riches, 1 caunor but think "that thou wilt be 
vetous of the ſmallctt part of God 's Yay, and with' as A, #4 £ 

” wiſh we” That thy may be 't0- begin the $ abb4th with" thet & 

Bent cm Dh, Brabois fans ha ter 5 46; 
ent. 4 wW. cauſe they continead it than; be 6h 
By rar af aro 08.2 Sabbath, thaw” mile ſitdyls” 


Joſh 10,12, - ready to (ay-with Foſtiva, Thow Str fond fl in Giben, 4 F+ 3 
thox Moonia the valleys of Ajalon. O that the day Were longer,” 
that 1 might have mate time'to-Higlhtr the Lord's bithd th 


againſtmy ſpiyitual encmies. '' | fy 
 Eaghubly, If thou wouldeſt make Reli on thy bulnk | 
* ot.a Lord'sday, Medicare therein on the bod 2 's 
God. Cenfider his works; this is part 'of thi” werk of t 
day. David in that Plalmtor the Sabbath; gives thice a ant 
tern, .@ Lerd; bow great ave thy works / one rhy thoughtr 
ery deep, Pſal.g2.5, It'is a'difhonourto a 'workmian, ro ft 
excellent pieces, and to manife& abundance of wo, 2008 
and ingenunty, and then riot to have them” taken ngtic 
. ' God hath-done bir mighty works to be rimembred, and y oh. 
. . at-dlt's ſaid of Leber nr 45) ſequeftred | 
acave for whole yeas together, that he might med 
the abſitraſe poinrs of Philoſophy. I wiſh thgeto'an VE 
plealanteritasx, r0 one {ffome ime. eve ads 
day, 5 noe! th ln riections Which app er 1p. ; 
| jons of big hand.” *be both wee: 
ARS rl fieaven 
coly . x lgrmcginet ork.” No. 
bow mach wondred at for fore of By: works, 
| __— in.thcn a Ohriſtizn ſhould "106k Either, cyen's 


s ny 


es Et 


— ——_ 


LS 


vo De rarmngy = YA dicks _—_ 
EE | 
: WVerherr SKY ant Ain The very 
=D ſomewhat Hike this,-chat” all Arts 
roar #1 king Minervs the'Davughter' of Ju- 
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Peas gr _— Gidrewts as of dirt- __ mo 

Foen'y href pry Archives was *much 'exrol 
an Oo of Woe to hang ir the Air , ber 
poiſed ithy Ky own pay. ht ite what -i5- this 
bor RO IVR #bt earth pon nothing ? Job 
The earth's the hedvilt and loweft Element. A litthe 
«beatth beld{up and kerfall; will never ceake "moving 
| eſe gpor) forhe ſod Body 3 and yet behold the 
«eas of earth Ce To eee hwgs 
ma ef the por Air, having nov Pllzr nor 
» 40-At bot. 2 Well might God rocken he 
nb hisvon works, > Job-3B: 44 $36." Open __— 

6 Sons bf ſuffered 7 Arahtlt hinilelt eould not biit 
_— Archimedes was famous for contriving the motions 
| Moon and Stars in his Horology 3 but Has, what is 
Heavens themſelves, which God firctchr 
_ ant 70 ve da rt of gieat and glitz 
Rink Kory File, rr. _ 
bytaHd'r ind m their 
yh oo rathe nn tk = of God, atld the- Firms 
There 4s b-mmth of God 
when wve tilen'tham for 
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| abundance of thaCreatorhow d doth the Wiſdom of 
forth ia the repent "ao anlergy 
tion and ſexviceablenels of theCreatues one to anoy 
7” eu might well cry. out, 0 Lordi bow marvelloug, 
» in wiſdom haſt thou made thew al. ',2 ©. 2 
Seute, Fr 3, Pontanxs, Chancdlor of Satony,. propoundeth to ''s) 
_edand weighed the maſt beautiful Arch-wark off ci 
upon no paſt but Gods power, ,and yet ſtanding 
for cver. The clouds 6s this as he liquor, cntained iny 
bchold, ſaichhe, how they 'bang-gnd: moe though - 
in their burden,” they lute. us only; or threaten, 1s 4 
and pals we know not whither; How doth his goodie 
pear in furniſhing the, World ſo richly for the reg 
Creatures !. the earth is finll of, by goodncfe i Lorther. wal 
loguia Menſe tells us,that-God is at more; charge £1 
+ tpermtiry all the/yearly ReVeRuee 
raxce are worth ; but-cſpecially towards man, & 
ng him ſo-excellent a:Creature, and. CG, ſon 
ccllent creatures-for him. os 
Ris power. 4s, alſo cvidere bach .-in.creating ſuch as 
and al cn creatures of nothing ( he uſed no the, 
or inſtrument. in. making the Heaye hs, aug, earth.) 
haying them. all at his-beck, and bidding, at, his _ 
mand z the greateſt do him homage, and the {inalleſt doky 
(crvice.. The Sun as ftrong and fwift. as. he: is x rs 2 
ſome write every hour vonoo.s Miles'). yet he fi I'7 
a Coward,.if God ſpeak but he word, . ES 12. Ms 
5.t0 10. He artneth Eliegand Lice3;and KN nee 00 
they do upenhe > byarl 20] 
- tells us theArms of the Shaghwj ind, 
ſhire, being Stars,are found engrayen 1n the very Scones) 
in their Manor of Shaghwry Whether, that be: true, or 
know not but ſure Lam that the Arms of the. Infinite, 
bis eternal power, wanifpld wiſdom, cand matchlels ga - 1 
neſs, are To plainly , written on his'works in *s BG 
that firſt, volume of+ Creation, .. that, he;.that / 
read them, Solan elle us, Fete tbe World jp 
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at 0 ly; that.the $kilfulneG of the Workman may 
ke adored v1 the exaGtnefs of hisworks, Keckf! 3. 11. 
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[might draw thee farther, and ſhew thee (bur char I 
iid not beſo large )} how cheſe glorions perfections of 
God are Printed in a larger letter, in a fairer: character, in 
efecond volume, the work -of Redemption. This is the 
bie& of Angels admiration, and ought to be of thy medi- 


Truly thy duty is to read God-/1n the firli book, the book 
of the creatures 3 and more eſpecially in the ſecond, in ]c- 
fas Chriſt upon his own day. 

"Thy meditation of Gods works, as it will give honoar to 
on {ot will not a little further thy ſpiritual good 3 When 

wid conkdered the work of creation; he' falls preſeatly upon 
xalting: God, and debalmg, himſelf, _When I confider the 

en, the work of thy hands , the Moon \and the Stars 
which thou haſt made, O Lord owr Lord, how exeellent is thy 
neme in all the earth, and thy glory above the Heavens , there 
he ſets God up high; but then he caſts himſelf "down low, 

Wheat irman that thou art mindful of him, and the ſon of man, 
that thou doft thus viſit him !. 

- When thine heart is like Wax hardened , bring it by 
weditatiun to the warm beams of this San, and they will 
'lolten it. 

So when David conlidered the work of Redemption, how 
doth he magnific God,. ated viltic humſelt, J/bat am It 
and what is my F atbers Houſe, that thou hath browght me up bi- 
therto ! and yet this was a ſmall thing in thine eyes O God ;, for 

baſt alſo fpoken of thy ſervants houſe far a great while to come, 

Aron. 16. 15, 17, O Friend, as rubbing the Limbs with 

ot Oyls is a great means to-recover them-when they: are be- 
numb'd; ſo when thy heart isdull and dead, on a Lords day, 
if thou would but ply i«:with the medication of the inh- 
nite love and goodnels of God in ſending his Son to dye 
for thy foul, it would be. a Soveraign means toquicken and 


vive it. 
Conlider alſo the Word of God IANS + 
that 

"Y 


Pſal.8.1, 19.4: 
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" yi 4 © i% Brief Diveltions for 


thar day's Dothou like d{ary, | ponder 14-27 thine bt, w 
dictation? eo ;the -wogd, is: what” fire 15 to water "if 
water; benaturally eld} yet pat Freda it, an 
make ic hotagd&bogbag 3) lxtwgd thirte man b 
regard abafteGian to the wort, pat'but this-fire tv nh | 
and it will boyl with' love toi ,'- © bow tov I's 
there is his heat of affeQion- { the expreſſion is both'by 
of interrogation and-acclamation,ſhewing the fever jp 
incention of hislove) but what \25'the hre which'caule y 
it ir my. meditation alt the tay, Pſa}; 1 19. " "20 
The reafon why ſomc men profit {olitcle by the word | 
want of meditation. It a man eat his food, and as { 
it is -m his ſtomach ayormit it up again, it is nts vou 
; he get lictle toepgtbvby'it;- or if he pine-and confume 3 a. 
Exuly, 'if Scymons enter in at one tzr and” out at thet 
waking no ftay with thee, T ſhall not marvail if they wy 
no change in thee. 
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CHAP. XXIL 


Brief Direions for the Sanlification of the | 
day from morning to night. Fr 
Ren. belide thoſe; general direRtions 'which T in 
gely mſilted-on, I (hall annex here ſome ſhore nll 
ons, how'thou mayft ſpend a Lords day from the by 
ning to the end of it, as may be moſt for ms NAGY oft 
and the furthering thine own everlaltjr -—_ 
1. Be ſure thou takeſt ſorne pains wi roo heart > th ies 
non (. or evening atieatlt ) betore, Aerts, thy foul "for 
exſning Sabbath, As our whole lie ſhould be a prep! n if 
for.death ;- yet the: nearer we- draw to the night of our 
fQlution, the moregloriouſly( 45 the ſetting, Sun)we fl all 
ſhine with hohncſs; fo in the whole Week we the mW 
hens +#ox-the 'Lords-day'; bat” the more” 
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approach , the more our preparation mult'increafl;, 
bigger the Veſſcl is, the more Water may he earried 
"em the, Fountain, : According to-the: meaturene cheSicks 
the! Potriavcbs carried: to Foſepb,:1ſaiwere they filed 
Comm by Zoſcpb 3. preparation doch nor-only 'tit the 
krart for grace ,. þvt, allo widen the heart that it may re- 
give much of the Spixit of God, Some ſervants when they 
"re to bake in the Morning, put their wood in-the Oven 
over pight,, 4nd thereby it burneth backs the' ſooner and che 
better, Men make much-the more riddance of their work, 
who lxing to travail a great Journey, load their Carts, | or 
their things, and lay fhcm ready over night.) 1f thou 
at a Chriſtian, thy experience will tell thee, thar-after thou 
haſt ona Saturday called thy'{elt to account for thy carriage 
an, the forcgoing Week, bewailed thy miſcarriages before 
Aja z 19 particular, thy playing the Truant on former 
Lords days, when thou ſhouldeft have been learning thoſe 
Leſſbos which Chriſt hath ſet thee 1n his Law , and haſt 
been carneſt with God for pardon of thy tins, and a ſan&i- 
hed improvement of the approaching -Sabbath z 1 ſay 
thy experience cannot \ but teach thee that thy profit at- 
ter fuch - preparation will make thee abundant amends 
for thy pains z and that thou haſt the bett vilits, the ſweeteſt 
kiſſes, when thy lips, thy heart, are thus made clean bc- 
forchand. 
2, If the weakneſs of thy body do not hinder, riſe earlier 
a the Lords day than ordinary, When the Iſraelites were -en- 
compalſing 7ericho z on the ſeventh day, . they roſe early in 
WE. morning 3 and. according to many Expoſlitors it was 
bon the Sabbath day the walls of Fericho fcll down, 7. 
6.15. One main work which thou haſt to do on a Lords 
day, 1S, to batter down the firong holds of fin'; to con- 
quer thoſe Candanites which would keep thee out of the 
Promiſed Lind 3 do thou riſe early for this end. He that 
niſcth and ſcrteth out carly, goeth- a con{iderable part of 
tus way before others awake. - Ic's ſordid to hic1azing and to 
turn, upon thy bed as a doax on- the hipges ( and never tht 
Fj | | Sf faxthcr 
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| farther off ) upon any"day, but 'moſt Ga and nf | « 
-  Lordsda | N 


-p Whew thou firſt rr _—_— hep is 7h 
raiſe for his proteQtion the night paſt, for the light of is 
hugo eſpecially of his own day ;/ and in Prayer Bet | 
light of his countenance, and for: afliſtmce in every dilty/mi 
tus idireion throughout the day. As thou art riſing tw 
other-more profitable ſubje& offer it ſelf ro thy though 
Meditate, howithe night is ſpent, the day is at hand, it 
cerneth thee therefore to put off the works of darknels'ty 
to-put on the armour of light. When thou thinkelt'on 
nakedneſs ofthy body , how unſeemly it would befor theey 
walk up and down without raiment do not forget theys 
kedne(s of thy.ſoul by fin, and how-uncomely thou 1 
the ſight of God; without the robes of Chriſts righteouki 
andthe of the Holy Ghoſt, | bs 
4. When thou art dreft, let nothing hinder thee from 
ſecret devotion. When thou artin thy Cloſet, confider ttt 
price. which God hath put into thy hand, the valiead 
worth'of a -Lords day, the weight and concernmenr of 
dutics.thereio, and the account thou art ere long to gels 
every Sabbath and ſeaſon of grace. Theſe thoughts, as ham 
weights ona Clock, would make thee move more (witty 
the work of the: day. Afﬀer fome time ſpent m medi nn 
in ſome ſhort, yet reverent and hearty Petitions , jntnab 
Gods help in the preſent and ſubſequent ducies of che y3 
After which' read ſome portion of the Scripture, ard pal 
out thy foul in. prayer. Get thy heart cff:Qually po 
with this truth, That God muſt work his own work it 
and for thee, or it will never be done ; that as the im 
moved on the waters at firſt, and then the living r 
were formed ; (o the- Spirit muſt move t©pon the watell 
Ordinances, before they can-prodace or increaſe ſpiritual 
Hereby thou wilt be ſtirred up to more fervent ſupplies 
tion for, and more importunate expeRation of help! M 
Heaven In thy prayers remember al the aſſemblies of 
Saints that they may-ſce Gods beauty, power and glory; © 
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_ they have ſometimes. bicheld them in his SandRitaty:: Intreat 
"6 70; |cuch his: Ordinances with his own firength, thit 
. they may be mighty __ hin for the bringing i in; and 
- building it Man many-{ouls,. In fpeoml, when thou art zt Prayer, 
think of the Preachers of the Gofpel, Conceive that" thou 
-every one, of them ſpeaking to thee as-Paud to'his 
vs, I Beſpech thee for the Lord. Feſus Chrifts ſake; avid for 
of the Spirit, that: you firive Together with 'me in your 
5 6 God far me, Rom 15, 301 Their work is of mi- 
jit 15 Godswork, Soul-work;, Tenipte-work ; Noe 
but may ay (with Nebewtiab ) ws ERGY: 
- greater reaſon, O I am doing # great” work; 'Nth 
(3: Their oppoſition is great. The Devil Will do what my 
to-hinder theniz the World hates them 3 their own hears 
all difturb them 3 their irengeh is (nal? 'thbir grace®'ire 
weak; Alas what aanthey dol' © thereſbve pray for there: 
Aker thy ecret'dugies thou, mayl®( if nature require} 
WA thy body with convenient food. Thy-God HMoweththee 
tocheriſh, mean though not to overcharge thy —_ ries el 
thy'carriggeabopt' cating! 'an *n . 
" twenty on ty cpa pter; and! therefore omit it here; org + 
\Inhe: next-place it will be'fit (that thou calf thy fainily 27. 


n+ 
and enter upon family duties}! Namndy; to read th 
nd > orga; aptagyey— wo re and to fing to 


thepraiſe of God... 
7. Let as many of thy family as can —_ befpared Vide more of 
ing thee t0-publick Oxdinatces! Remember the coin- "——_ 27. 
/ mandj- 7 fer thy dawgbrer, ebymi-ſeroket nl Hard" 
vis all- nb tbygatr; Do not pamper theirbodics, 
and farve'the ſouls of thy houthold 4 It is Recotfed of Dr. 
Sterton, Maſter of Emanuel Colledge, that he ficver atuſed” 


© tn ſtap at homeon a Lords-d lyro 
meer) de able: 9 lay with-Cdravlias; ( kate the 


all his houſe) que arcualt here pro 
Va. attilgs agroche phe Ty al 
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who. ſearcheth the heart ,-who will not be” mocke&,80 
who is of purer-eyes than to behold iniquity; that 
maychkt hereby be quickned unto uprightnes,and ferioulit 
and to-dart-up ſome; ejaculatory ;prayer. to God for at 
alliance. 3.3251. 4 
1.9, In every part of publick worſhip , carry thy ſelf 
reverence',” bumility, love,. faith; 'and fincerity. "Hear, 
pray, receive the. Sacrament as-one that doth all in 
fight , as one that is working for his immortal ſoul, © 
one that within a few'days ſhalFenter the gares of dejth,1 
never haye a ſcaſon more for ſuch:facred daries.' 
not from the Church till all be-done.: In a Court 6f- 
Judicature ,| thou wilt. ftay till theCourt rifeth' If thay 
wouldft bave.Gods bling with'thee , do not leaveith 
hind thee, ;;A$;thou comet from the Church ,” meditateey 
what-thau haſt beazd\, ichew that meat which the'Mi 
th put into thy mouth , thereby thou mayſt get mth 
piritual nouriſhment. | er{ rid Nh 
10, Whenthou art come home , uſually Jet nothinghily 


a 


der from Ft r;, cither-in thy family or-cloſet 


w 
would thee to: turn the heads of the Sermo# 
Chaptersxead,  anto Petitions ,! 'asalſo to beg pardon ofth 
 wandrings\in,the Worſhip of God , and beſeech him 
with his own hand+ wrote'the: Law in two Tablcs, the 
he would write the word'Read and Preached:in the Tills 
. 1a. At. Dinnes take heed oficxerſs, whereby thy body 
be.unfitted to ſerve thy ſoil 3: yet do-nort pinch dr paniſhthf 
body, becauſe;the day is.a day of joy;and &elipht 3'4 wal 
wiſh thee to watch thy heatt and tongue all the'day long? 
but ; eſpecially at meals, that chou mayſt not think this 
own, thoughts , mori pack thine-owni! words. - If thy 
or . others..ſtart, any -aoſeaſtmable ori earthly diſcourſt xt 
Table, :gixe\ conſrence: kiveto- fpeakito thee, as" Falls 
to the Apoſiles.;. bat needeth this weſt d:WVbat need 
TN part of 


dayp, . Let} fdiſhat Table be Gods: 421: nivan while” 
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”-. Sanitificationtof the Lord's Day. 
has js defired , let preſently ſome favory diſcourſe be - 

z hereby.fin may be prevented 3 The Fews had two |Foſephus!, 12. 
defeats on the Sabbath day , becauſc they would not <8. & /. 14- 
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. gefeud; themiclves3. the firltdeteat was by Antiocbas, the © _ 
(cond by Pompey the Great, Reader, if thou wouldft not 
chave Satan-totoil thee on a Lords day , keep a ſtrict watch 
over thy thoughts, words, and works. * After Dinner, 
& time will give leave, cither Sing, oc Pray with thy tamily, 
or peat. what thou haſt heard , or butic thy {clt in God'y 
afereuce chiefly: about what was Read,or Preachid that 


| 
” Nealed not aftzr-noon Ordinances. Some Perſons 
we like ſome Phyſitians , Fore-noon men z they mult be 
Gught to jn-the morning only , if you would tind them 
- aboutRebgious ones Friend , It thy foul ever met thy 
Sayjour in publick duties, thou cant not but love and prize 
mat Lg rate.. In the cloſe of the day "wht>. eo 
pad ſenderh in the chief bleſſing of the day. A Sabbath Tide 
hath brought in may a good draught of Filb, Be preſent at, 
anderious in publick Ordinances. As an error in the firtt 
conco&on can-never be mended in the ſecond, fo an error 
or carcleſne(s in. publick/,' cannot be mended by carcfulnels: 
inprivate. - | | 
' ., 13. When thou xeturneſt from publick Ordinances, take 
ſome time to meditate on the word ox Works of God; thow 
mayeſt read over the cighth partigular in the twenty fixtt 
Chapter to help thee therein. bo : | : 
44--Do not leſſen thy ſceret or private dutics on that, day; 
ikea rather be increaſed than diminiſhed. The Offering 
under the Goſpel were Propheſied to be greater than under 
the Law.. Under the Law one Lamb was to be offercd; Under 
the Goſpel ſix Lamb; Numb. 28. Exch. 46. | ib 
+45. Call chy Children and ;Servants to, account, what they: 
have learned that day,and exptam what they underſtand not 
geby thou wilt benetit both thy {elf and other) Chneus 
h_ that .our. bleſſed. Savioux. in the 4. of. Mark, and games, de 
169f Luke ,, after be bad inftruQted the people 35.2 publick, dich fe 


ERC” HEADED och j1 ane ARE. on. 
Preacher on the- Sabbath day; did examine and te 


Apoſtles as a _ bo macho a Pally. F 
od 


Cthe heads at realty bs: on : Platarch rex 
oF a River which runneth Heer in the morning and: 
aight; Let it not be faid' of thee, that thy! morning 
like Nebuchadnezzars Image cf Gold, and thy evening 
the feet of it, of Clay. VR” 
17. Before thou goelt to reſt ,- examine thy (elf 
haſt-got or loſt that day. RefleRt upon the carri 
| heaxtin the ſeveral dutics, as alſo what welcome el 
at the Throne of grace 3 what covered diſhes were bro 
thee by the ſpirit from Gods own Table; that” accord 
thou mayelt beg pardon or refurn praiſe. If thou haſt 
melted with Gods affe&ion, obtained any ſtrength again 
thy corruptions , or received any degree obgraet take 
of wa the glory to thy ſelf; hw it) 
decrecd , That no Work-man ſhould Ly up his name within 
body of that building which he made out of anothev- many 
If thon didfi pray , or hear; -or fing, orread,' or meditale- 
with any life er delight , ſeriouſnesor fincerity; inany-ms 
ſure agreeable to his' Word and: Will;” a1: voinoGe 
there was not a ſtone uſed by thee towards this{pi 
building, but-it was takeniout of his Querrey. Avhe "i 
Author, {© let him Have the honour. 
: +8; Be watchfut over thy df at the latter end of the d; 
Fw all imaginable circumſpeRion; that the at in} 
caxy may bethe? 'beft partt' the day ; Mes, 
vail i day ,- but loſe all again at night , row" he ip 
are =_ when: their Quarters are bearen' vp by th 6 
E Some! fofe- again-at night*: what they got in 
day; ke Hannibal, - Aus hy, howto obtain a 
Vv : 
wt pores Very Pray te hromn rl 
79." Az/Oratours it the Sole, of > Big ſpeech, /uſe? 
" their Art and Skill 'to' rhoye” the gifefigns' of thiejr Hi 
"618, 7." oneimrninn? Lords'day, put forth 
gra, 
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5 7 iricual ſtrength, to prevail with God for a bleſ- 


Say af the: Sabbath, as 7acob to the Angel, I will not 
thee. go without # bleſſing. 
> 26. Labour to keep the influence of the Lords day Ordi- 
ances warm'upon thy ſpirit all the week after 3 let not thy 
| wer paſs away with the day. Some Children when they 
'put-on new Shooes on a Sabbath, are very carefull to keep 
cleat, are unwilling to ſet their feet ro the ground, for 
ſar ofdirt, but in the week days will ran up tothe Ankles 
in Water or Mire. O tet not Childrens play be thy earnclt, 
bat endeavour that thy praQtces in ſecret and private, in thy 
Gilling, and in' all companies on the week dayes, miay be 
mnſwerable to the great priviledges which thou didit en- 
joy, and the Grace which thou didſt receive on the Lords 


"ay: 


& good Wiſh about the Lords day, wherein the former 
heads are Epitomized. 


He firſt day of the Week being of divine inſtitution , and The Incro- 
Beptized by God bimſelf with that Honourable Name of the 4uRion. 


Lords day, partly in regard of its Author , This is the day 

which the Lord hath made ; partly in regard of the bleſſed 
* Redermer, who roſe that day, and triumphed over the Grave, the 
Devil, the Curſe of the Law, and Hell ; it being a day Sandiified 
for the glory of my Saviour, of which Imay ſay as of Jacob, The 
Lord hath choſen it to Himſelf for his peculiar Treaſure, 
F{al. 135. 4. 4nd a day ſet apart for the fpiritual and eternal 

wed of my preciow ſoul, wherein I may enjoy communion with * 
my God in dll bis Ordinances, witbout interruption, 1 wiſh in 
. ge that as the Spirit may be in wie in the Week dayes, ſo 
at I may be in the Spirit on the Lords day, filled there- 
math, and enabled thereby to bave my converſation all the day 
in Heaven., O that my care in fitting my ſoul for it, my 

carriage at it, and my. ſuitable converſation after it, ma 

that I had rather be a Door-keeper' in the c 

my God , than to dwell in the Tents of de rg 
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and that 1 vſteem one day in his Coutts , beige" 


+ thouſand elſewhere.” & wiſh in particular rhat | 


beart, that no Worldly things may difturb we im $ abbath 


Eftecm the 


day as 2 privi- 
| viſedge. 


A price to 
ger and in- 
creaſe, 


' rifie ham, 


pare for it, as for a Wedding-day. wherein Chriſt and 
ſoul. are to be efpouſed togetber, and to that 'end for 
cometh , may be: carefull ſe to order my earthly aff air 

they May wot incroach upon this Holy round; and ſo v . 
door of my beart,, and adorn it with ſhiritual exc Aris | 
that the King of Glory may enter in, and think, bimſelf ab 
come Gueſt im my ſoul ; O'that I might never give my Godeali 
t'0 Complain of me, as once of the ]ews,' Tour Sabbath; and 
lemn;Feafts- I cannot away with , for your hands are defilel 
As Nehemiah ſout the Gates of the City, that no burdens 
be Carried in 0n the Sabbath day, ſo let me ſecure the Gats 


_- 
O let me not like Martha be carefull and troubled about” « 
things, but on thu day eſpecially, fit at Chriſts feet, minde* 
one thing neceſſary,and chuſe the good part which ſhall p 
taken from we. I wiſh that I may long more for it than eu F ' 
Bridegroom did for his Bride; that when it 1s come in, I Pi 
bid it beartily Welcome, and that as my Saviour roſe early, 
Morning to juſtifie me, ſo I may riſe carly ou this day 


: 


”" 
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<4 
I defire that this boly day may be an high day in my accom,” 
Loth becauſe the Lord of Sabbath bath ſeparated it to ſactal 
vſes, and becauſe it is the day of bis ReſurreGion , whence 
much goed cometh to my ſoul.- By bis Paſſion be laid down 
price of my Redemption; but by bis riſing again (the Judge 
Quick and Dead ſending his Officer, an Angel, to roll ng? 
the Stone, dpen the Priſon-door, and let bim out ) be mane 
to the World, that the debt is diſcharged, and the Law faby 
tiified: O'of what value ſpould this day be: 10 mg ! My 
deemers bumiliation indeed, was like Jolephs 1wpriſounas? 
but his | delrvery out. of the Grave , likg Joſephs enlargenas? 
and preferment, wherely be came into 's Capacity ts adv p 
aud enrich all bis relations. C 
I pray that I may look, on this day as a ffecial ſeaſon tal 
to the Spirit in, and improve 1 accordingly. I believe # : 
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man meplect either ſecret or favily-dutits onthis 
ht 04 ut 1 may ſo perform them, that they may be_belps, not 
bingtrenzes To publique Ordinences'; that ſmce God loveth. S 
goof Sin, above all the dwellins: of Jacob, 1 may ſet. en 
pun,” and. bave an ardext lbye-to the habitation" of 
and the place whete his honour dwdlleth y/ thar 
Srrigh F athey, I may love moſt, and like 
with, which 3s warm from the breaſts of publick, Ordi- 
' yawes.; [wiſh that I may call the Lords day my delight, die 
| En I emter into #he ſuburbs of the boly City ; and 
| , Meafing, and en1yomg, «Amy whe 
bype 30 eomplot' 't0 eternity; that it may and. 
þ. to Will of Gel! O tht ne Pens he 
ings of 1be $ Sg} k tafte the Lord to be that love 
ve the Logd-jtone to draw me to hr! gy pe pry 
+ an ſeaſon every ſervice-1 am called 10 upon the Sabbath ;, 
; part of this day is of great price, more worth than Sunfifie the 
© « whole World; 1 defire that not the leaft moment of it, may 6 


juinda but ( «5 tbe les after the mirac 
"Tg dr Rae conſcience, the el hen) frag: 
Ns het wothing be loft. My God giveth me good 
ſuxe,, heaped up, y 5's ala ſhaken OW ji”. wich run- 
| —_ ld 1 beni gerdly to bum yn rl 
for it # my profit, not ) when be is ſo a, þ 
| dyes I wiſh in re ade Wed ot only the Communien * . 


n, | 


but alſo the Marrow of bis day, that yo Lords day may with God in 
| > me, without the Lord of . the day. Ales, what is the Ordinances. 
tawe, without the'Rick of Eternity ? what i«'the . 

the Ancient of _ what ave the Atebgt Ay | 
ud without the God of Ordinances? what are Sabbaths, 

Sirmays, Sacraments. and Seaſons of Grace withcut the deareſt 

Savinzr 4 but as broken Cifterns, g/oriow Dreams , or Fro 

natbings 
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> 1 have reed of s good __ who anſwered bis Friend, 
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Tk to > we while you wi do-words Gn Gi 


Chriſt 3- write'to me what you will; 
oc Thighs except iti your Letters Tindy gecko 


© in no. Seri I'might be' Contented vill 1 bear Chr 


Warchfulneſs, 


Concluſion of 
the day. 


that i no Chapter o Tg pleaſed till T can re 
that 4s the'Needle touched with the Load-ftone, never Wi 
till it tim "ro the "North, ſo my heart may be reſtleſs in 
duties, rill it turneth to, and bath fellowſhip with the 
of pen The Lords dy + A xcellewt ry amor of my 
ture” blefſetneſs, wherein my- Seviour fully, 
pr be all in all to wee; Che never this paſe? 
out ſome taſte of thoſe celeſtial pleaſures. Mediretion 0 3 
Works and Word of my oy being « duty moſt in its prima 
Paſo om & Subbath day,'T beg that what time I fpare from 
_ ruate, of ſecret performances, T may imply to this yup" 
«t I may Cottle infinite in wiſdom, powe! 
2 guſta orig rn, and fiand ame 
_ 


enſbip, thoſe curious contrivantes of his 
eo hk ins with admiration ) that in bis 


fc, 4p eee of Redemption : £e for bis Word, - 


prog gs = David, Q how love thy aw* it 3 
meditation all-the day. 

I wiſh that I may watch over my thorghts, words, end 
all the day long ;, in ſpecial, that as ates the boly things bi 
ing #0'the $ antiuary were to be removed, they were cov 
over, left any duſt ſhould ſoil them ;, ſo I may cover my beart 

ch circumppetlion that no duft of fin may cleave te'ir. Ot 
might be ſo wiſe «nd watchful, tbat there may not be the leaſt 
unte of the day wherein I may not either do, or receive 
Lord, kt 10 Sabbath peſt without ſome ſeving good to my f 


ons” Soal. 


I defire finally, that T may not loſe the beat the 
the cool of pair rp, I wean that what good 1 hoy 
my God, through bis Ordinences in the day, may not be 
my re af night 1 paryann tas ape ; ay 
then double my Guard, and expett with much four 
—_— dews of comfort and groce. 0 thar 1 wight. ſe ; 
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p 'Gdd, Neg the things that tPaſe bim, 
pig f bis Coptyamn', © that T might 1 turn 
| ik: 7-0 the” Sabbath, from pk 7 leaſare vi 

y, end call the "$atbinb br... the ic, 96. 4; 3, 


- 


Bly whe Lird; that T may bave 6 with 'y Earfieh' ) and 58, 13. 
Wh the Houſe of my God, '« name better thay of Sohs 
 Fhm , even an everlaſting name tht ſati wor be 


Amen, 


A Good Wiſhto the Lords day. 


Ail thou that art bighly favoured of a _ bio Of Lake x, 28. 
Heaven , thou golden {pot of the week; 

day. of ſouls , thoy Daybreak of eternal BE 
er & duys : ; the Lord is with thee, bleſſed art Fang 

© unong days. I may ſay to thee what the Angel ſaid ts Daniel,O " Re 

l Ts beloved. -Thou art faiter than off the Childrey | 


Mar Kket- 


grace is poured into thy God, tven thy God bath Pſal. 45, 
ed thee with the Oyt of gla later above thy fellows, Of 
_ the Jewiſh Sabbatbs aud other Feſtivals , wbmnpggem 5 of thee 
| rt 3 apy They periſh es Tack | 
Witold ot « Gorment ; And # 8s veſture haſt thou folded them Hebe1.4 1102, 
q, ai are changed , but thou ſhalt (maugre the malice 
evils.) contre the ſame, andthy years ſhall nof fail. 
mat and exceeded the Tabernacle; this was 
Y. artng a ſo doſt thou all former Sabbath; , they 
bl ing ſtars to uſher in thee , the Sun, and then to 
blappe or. "Other Feſtivals in all their Royalty are nt arrayed 
[is thee. All the graces triunib in rub al the Ordi- 
e to enrich thee, the Father ruleth. thee, the $6 
- ee, the Spirit batb overſhadowed thee. Thin is it 
of Heaven delighteth to bonouy, 
with other days 7% law 
all other days , A 
ands mat thee for 
A $44) NP ws Exod. 12; 43, 


Jews) 


"oY Jews) much fo be Remembred, much to be obſerved to the hu 
58 for bringing many out of worſe than Egyptian londage ; begly 
-.8 Efther. 8. 16. j96 them @ o bg and gladneſs, of joy and bonour and al 
> 6 day. . Onthee light was created, the Holy Gboft deſcend: 
4 ©  - bath beenreſtortd,, Satan ſubdued, fin mortified, ſouls ſantiifug 
the Grave, Death and Hell conquered, O bow *Y 
women "flutter up and downon the Week: days , as the Dai 
the waters, pa. find no reft for their, ſouls , till they com 
thee their Ark, till thou jus forth thy band ant take them 
bow do they fit under thy ſhadow with great delight , and fly 
thy fruits ſmeet to their taſte? O the mountings of mind, they 
viſhing bappineſs of beaxt the ſolace of ſoul which on thee they 
joy in the bleſſed Saviour ! They are ſorry when the days fla 
for thy ſake , they wiſh for thee before thou comeſt, they welpy 
thee whey. thoy art come, and they enjoy ſo much of bi 
in thee, that thence they love and look,, and long the many 
their eternal Sabbath. Go forth, O thou faireſt among W 
men, and be thou fruitful in bringing forth Children to 
Maker and Husbazd. Be thou the Mother of thouſands 
of millions , and let thy ſeed poſſehs the Gate of thrmil 


Ge 


hate thegi, Do thou like Rachel and Leah, bruild up the Hh 
of Iſrad , do thou worthily in Ephratah , and be thou fangs 
in Bethlehem. Girdthy ſword upon thy thigh , O thaw 
an graciow day , andiu thy Myjeſty ride proſpero'ſly , bee 
of weekueſt, ghteouſneſs , and truth , let thy right bandiak 
rbee terrible things, let thine arrows be ſharp in the beats 
ſpiritual enemies, wherely the people may fall under thee, Tl 


id batb choſen thee , Fe bath defired theefor bis babveath 
Thou art bis reſt for ever ;, inthee be will dwell, for be baths 
firedit, Let him abwindantly blef oy proviſion, and ſat isfirthp 

| Poot with bread; let bim cloath thy Prieſts with ſalvation , as 
let thy $ aints ſhout aloud for joy; let thine Enemies be cloath 
with ſhame , but upon thy Beadle the Crown flouriſh , lit "Ns 
tions bow down totbee , let Kingdoms fall down before rhee 3 
all the Kingdoms of the Earth Lecome the Kingdoms of thy Liti 
end of thy Chrift ; be thou honoured as long as the Sun and Mi 
Shall endure , even throughout all Generations. Thou 7 a 
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Y, Sat ai, S$anafeation "the Lov M4 Day... 293 
= jg £ oY F PIES _ —— 0s WE TINTED ane, yon. EO NG 
ad WH Jokphs froieful bougb , even « fruitful bough , by a Wall whoſe 
1 ranches run over the Wall,. The Archers have ſorely grieved 
bet, and. ſhot at thep (tndeavorring to weaken thy meral.ty ) 


and bated thee, but thy bow abode in ftrength by the band; of 
a God: x en thence the Sep he ou 


of ] | 

| 1; Even by the Lord of S abhatbs. whe ſall belp then, and 
' ty the Almighty who ſhall Weſs thee with ble ffings of Heaven 
obove i fg of the rep that leth under, Heſſings of the breaſts 
endof the womb; the bleſſings of this Jay have prevailed.above 
ps of all orber days; let them! be Continued ang intrei(. 
thy tte. a oh tha boly au# biyour able day,and onthe bead of 
tha deywhich i ſeparate from'its bretbren.. ” Let them be «- 
hened ad confounded that ſeek, after thyburt Jet them be tured 
backend put to confuſion that thy ruine ; let all thoſe that 
| rejoyce enebbe glad inthe; Tet them that love thy fandii. 
i fa tominically, t'tbe Lord be magnifted who th 
reſerity of ' bis Saints , nd therefore bath ſet apart his 
b for their ſoul-good'; Thou (like Jacob ooſt got away the 

from the other days , yeathy God bath bleſſed thee, and 
batt: be bleſſed, Bleſſed are they that bleſs thee, and 


carſedarcthey! at curſethee; I» « word,the Lord be gracious 
te thet, and delight ini thee; and Cavſe-the light of bis counte- 
nancete ſhine wPon thre; ler all thine Ordinances be cloatbed 

th ftwer and be effetiual for the converſion aud ſalvation of 


of fouls 3 'Ler thy name be great from the riſing of the 
Hotbe going down of the ſame. Finally, ferewel ſweet day, 
ww creem of time , thou epitome of Eternity, thou beavenin « 
» thou firſt fruits of a bleſſed and everlaſting barveſt | did 7 
darewel? A welfare I wiſh to thee ;, but O let me never lofe 
For take 1) leave of thee , till I come to enjoy thee tn 
| digber form, to ſee the Syn of righteouſneſs ( who early 
4 ) G Wade a dey indeed while the natural 
| ace to face,and roknow thy Miker and Maſter 
T am bn mben I ſhall be @ pillas in the Temple of my 
ſhall go out no wore but ſerve bit day and night $o whons 
fir ineftumable dignity «nd priviledge of bis own day, be H:- 
ur xd Glory for ever and ever, Amen, Amen, 
Tt 3-1 CHAP 
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fers; his in 


taliGthe doings = 
er ed Wop t 


ouly.that the weighteſt ations 


that the mean poo lien an 


make. his Kicc 


ies ern '» is Gid of aScorch = 
Non ſemper 070, pr digeat, deinegand fla etermel life Luther tells,tha 


emper me- 
rates veſtio, and ſometimes drink; and fornetimes flecp, yet all ſhou 
dormio, edoybi- thes his account the Jatteras truly,though nor{@ a 
ly, as the former : And indeed it is our privil 
ſin fide fiunt , PA 
ew refe tural actions may be adopted into the family i 
ſalta,divizo onda Henps wonihtg God as xcally at our Wy 


judicio 11919- Temple. 1 ara 


baner, Lai. © Sernrs muſt not like bruje beaſts contenr 


mount them nearer , and cordo wo bind te 


Piety or Holinels to the Lord muſt be writferi upon 


pots," Zac. x4. 20/Whether yoent or drink; "or or 
& do abro the gry of Ob, 7 Cor) 13: 
AIG made'their wn momenhoemr inthe 
| t the place might mind chenrof their duiry to |} 
aged mu 4s Ft is a memorable expreſſion, Bod oy. 12 
age eaſe 4, Aaron come,aud ell theirs of IiFaet to ear bread with 


Dei Origen, is falbevtwlow before God. In which words we have the 


loc: 


prayand meditace,but did fore nk 


2. natural uſe of the creatures,” but uſe da; as chil] 


aw vp. 
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Father in law. But mark the graciouſ| Toes Carringe; 
cy bc bred with him bofre al br pb hat.is In 

\ bonorem Dei, to the, honour: and: gloxy.:of 

iy, i They \ r6ctived. their ſuſtenance, )a3;ih 

cauſed. (heir A to tend) io. Gods 


hes it, ut "ey we Ge p Ks to Tablewnd Joe 
" Zach, 7: & When ye did eat and. when \ye did 
: uot cat for; your, (elves, and; drigk for, your 
lends ys.iq all aur ood,; ye: live at buis-golts 
app uy} _ may well be toihis Agne 18 


_ ws. according -t0 lame , had. officers, a 
tal hom _— {alled Prefer morum ; thew work was, 
+18 ion of the gueſts , that none_ ſhowld;' .daforder 
Memſelves ;; 1 mulſf tel} thee; Gods! eye is upon thee every 
| % 
ial, rakes notige whether thy behaviour 15 a5 becaweth-s 


{And þtculy. friend -it behaves chee to-ule Religion as a 
Fx mqath, to hold thee m, when thou-art-catmg; 

of davking Thy. throat as.4 ſlippery place, /and tm may 

eluy,thr down; It's no bard matter to-in; whilett che-thing 
boy art about is not linfull,, How many feed without” fear, 
and thercby fatten theroſelves to the laughter, Fude'ver, 12. 
Me re: E Ge whole tables ere ſnares, in whach they 

Kg t by Satan, Pſal. 69. 22; ;Fab:frared his: 
Ja hoon in their cating and drinking, F134. There 

ore gueſts. every meal than.thou inviteſd tovby Table. 

erl-lyeth in ambuſh behmd the. lawtall enjoyment, 

| wil yeeigly = thee before ; thou art \aware, if 

| dry gave (eter 


* gal parry, rcuntt wire; Wh 
i rr Ph a Here nc | 


> God hath given thee a Je. for his Table, when by 

Od de miced i ir mp Taws 
"which is or | 

' thow art feeling" on ordinary creatures: He ſends Ta i 
Proviſion, and he gives thee direQtion, according to 
and n6 other, thou mayſbuſe it.” A Tenant who holds 
of-his Lord; mey not uſe them, __ than acc 
the conditions on'whict his Lord Jet x I 
the premiſes are: forfeited: Now the great wot 
of the whole Earth; giveth His creatures to thee'ce 
ly that thou make _ them according to fits will m, 
mr his word if thou uſeft them otherwiſe thou makeſty 
feiture, :4nd mayclt expe wyery moment that 8 
take poſſeſſion. 

{ For thy diteRion';} 1 ſhall bere' ſt Foy oy 


09" yrs 11 thee thyfood.” -That chou's c 


ereels rt ſeaſonably. 

Thy duty is to eat - drink, ſecredly. Picryng 
tr all- thy Provifion ,” orclſe *twill be x 
Grace mulſt/ſpice:every cup, and- be ſauce to every di 

will xthſh well: | Water taken from the Foudj 
quickly corrupts, and-becomes unſavoury; butm the Fg 


tain it 'sfweet indeed. Godline(s will cauſe thee to enjoyt 


' creatures m-God, the fountain ofthern, arid thereby + 


be pleakanrico thee; © | 

” The dfbreay-which- the Jratbites did cat, was 
the atbe-Corn withythe ſhew-bread which was alwaysbel 
the Lord ; to''teach/us, that 'we ſhould be holy as 
ſwght when we are cating our ordinary bread, Exod.' 


Therefore Saints-are faid'to cat 10 the Lord, Ron. 14-6 | 
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33- 20. Or 
it whilſt ou welt, 
he can ſend ſu; &miOUR Marth > Rel 
caroufing in his that ſhall make thine cars iq 
and every joyatthou haſt to tremble,”, He can make 
to-cnd either as Adonijabs 1 m a fright ,; or as Abſolomy, 
keot. Ap atopdep darn ba th' 
hecan f blo bend o the other 
wiſeſt way ther company ,, 
thou wanteſt. ©. 
' The fruits of crhes an the Law Io the tþ 
vs ouy-1 0 the to 
WE 
57 ic thewdh 
y mull. wu wh y.the: Wozd of: 
or Fong The Elephant] is faid to turn bp towards 
the tirfi Sprig that he hon., O Friend ;;wilt.th 


'a bealf? F ſhame be not ſo Swigiſh ; 5tp 


One AT AT NY 


DO "kr; E040 preſſions gud; afeflion; wh 
gat oy ig 


NL aro 
SY 
and t obs OY Ha 


Fes SW jo e: of he rite 
un IB | 


— 


* #% 6 M, F "" P Y my is - | © 
”, —< | a. « N F - «a  . - 
es m2 a4. ++ <Q. «+ « - = % 2 — ry 
% x <. —_ a : tt k . , * 
SC, = G Locrm » 486. \ 
&. V : \ 
| z and Drombang:.. v gol) 299 
Þ 100 by 
tas” :, - 


t-[the Printicive Chnians' were Otol in their 
= Table, that one wotldrhave thought they had Nox tam c@- 

4 {6 erwon {hot at a Suppty. Plaro gives rales for the madre 
mtiog, cc gwy the TahlctalKiof men; thereby tomake them =o ge 
ore {erious 3 Luther r:Cdloqria Menſalia,' Printed in alargt Terrul.. Apo- 

Þ evade prove thathe was not idle when he loger- ap. 39. 
>. but that his. Table was his Palpir,, whirehe read 

Go fitable Lefivrei 3 There is ſcare a meeting of un- 

_ Stocat. but-the Biewil hath his Diſh among then. 
heDrunkards havr. ſougof David'to ſugar their Liquor: Pſal. 35, 15, 
Tk uttons have ſome Taiints'to fling at Saints as Sauce 

x, mcat. At Herods Birth+day Banquet ,/ one/Diſh 
Lin, was the Baptiſts head. 

- Sh ws {d not ( friend ) God have his diſh at thy Table ? 

fhen, hou art cating bread, let thy meditation and ex- 
x-like. his who fat at Table with Jelus Chrift , 
Befſed # | her thet ſroll eat bread in the Kingdow of God, Luke 


Coalid r Gods bounty and mercy in- feeding thee ,, and 
ug thee ; 'when:many-hangry bellies and naked backs 
Pl had in the World 3 how many would be glad of chy 
Cnps! when"thou; haſt asked God leave for his creatures, 
thumatt taſte his love in the creatures. Maylt thou not 
| and conclude it the Streams are (0 refreſhing and 
beying , what refreſhment and fatisfaQtion is there in the 
elf ring waters ? If krcad be (o ſavoury to an hungry-- 
be ; how ſweet , how. Gvoury is the bread which came. 
2 ror Heaven to an hungry ſoul ! Lord, give we evermore 
De = the Jews, They did eat and delighted themſelves in 
1 great giodneſs , Nechem. 9. 21.. When thou art feeding 
þ ; delight thy ſoul m Gods great 'goodnefs 3 Thus 
ba Mery when Chrilt was at meat) thou mayſt break thy 
box of precious Oiatrnent and perfume-che'whole room with ' 


is e(mell. 
| Fa returmng de: when thou haſt eatenz Thy' duty 


thy meals with prayer, and £0 end them with 
Uu2z prale 
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very: 
caichoar not Sercy: ne 

aver Every meal hou ; 
ut God g_ for ſharne be ſoicivitas to-thenk hi 
kandnels ; nts.Are; compared Doves, Iſs. 60, $4 
I EE ne Cant. 5. Now 
alter <veny. | 
thanks. 
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Key you think him a f, fl 
a:{mall peice of bri j 
© Prjmitinn Chi ek readfrom booth 
491 row | 
« did;eat- = wth qladeef wor « of tn 
.Gads Sq it.of Sacraments], aff 
(= ty wrong The Lord Jeſus wes ly 
is aRions 94;cxpreſbons in giving/of thanks? eþ 
Heathen waillacknowledge their Danghll& 
in thoſe outward mercics , Dax. 5. 4. They dra 
Lage ana ary of. Gold., ang of ſulver'; oof 
ror, of woe, andof flone.. Wilt not thou.do Simwdh 
pee Godpa5 they tar their falſe gods ! O Jer ham hi 
hyp fe ha ſendeth ih all thy proviſion! Dodrake hf 
We donotown and Ivitns x4 che Aulhil 
= ak and Drink. Becauſe Ling was ſo prid«ed'withit 
P. Poſkfives., My bread ; and my water , 16 
apd my Mine oy, and my arigh, God turns the 
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ts ow Te tears 
Sf ; thereſorewill 7 rehurn. 4nd Fke away 

"*{ "——F and my 4 in the ſcaſay rheveck, thee 

- In anal wy foo, « 3.5. 8, 9. Trampeters Jove 
5 «1s Srmrins thole places where they are not an{iered 
4 þ «-conkiderable Eccho ; God delights nor” to* beſtow 
* cies on thoſe perſons who will not return him ſuitable 
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ak that return things borrowed without thanks 
"at Be ep Toth dewyed, wy 
ave read a ffory ('n) the writings of an emingntly pious 
, Who was an-eyeand ear-witneſs of the truth of it) 
{yours man who lying upon us fick bed, was always 
F for meat, but as ſoon as he ſaw-it was brought” ro 
LE = at the ſight of it he ſhook and trembled dreadtally in 
m4 | of his body , and fo continued-till his fdod' was 
| aways and thus being not-able to ear; he pined* 
; end before his-deatly acknowledged Gods Jaſtice, in 
bis bealth be bad received bir meat ordinarily without 
nd anks The deſpiſers of Gods beneticenee, have 
n patterns of his vengeance; H? hath rememired them in 
who-bave forgotten bis favours: 
"Sonic wrire- of the Fiws, that in the beginning of their. 
Feds; the Maſter of che Houſe cook a "Cup of Wine io his 
/ hand; #nd'began its conſecration alter. this manners] Bleſſed be xx 7, Feg ia 
tha. O'Lord our God; the King of the World, mbich- createſt De., 8. 
; the fer of the: Vine 5, this they: called Bircath bajtin', the 
" Bbfg . of the Cup '(- poſſibly to this David alludeth im Pſet. 
14667 13; 141 What' ſalt T render tothe Lord for all bis bene. 
'd fits? I'wyl take the Cup of Salvation, ande all upon the Name 
ue ers) after the Cup the Maſter ofthe Houſe took the 
and conſecrared- it thus, Bl-ſſed be: thow, O Lord our» 
God; the King of the World, which bringeſt fertb bread out of 
the Barbs rhys-they called Bircarb balecbem: Ar the end: 
ofthe Fealt; rhe Matter called ro his'Fricnds,\ Let vs bleſs bins 
wbo"batb- fed vs- with bis own, ' and of whoſe goodneſs we live 
and* concluded with a large Thankſgrving', wherem he 
bleſt God, Firſt; For tbeiy profent. Food. | Secondly, For their 
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deliverance from Eg yptian bongage. Thirdly, Far the oem, 
of ena vor] i Fourthly, For the Law givenby' the Mini 
of Moſes; And then he. athat. God would have wy 
cy: On his People Secondly, . On bis .0wni City Tetulis” 
lem. Thirdly, On Sion the Tabernacle of bis glory. Fourthly, - 
On the Kingdom of the "oſ of David his Anneinted.  Filthly,” 
That be would ſend Elias the Prophet.” Sixthly, That be wind 
make them wortby of ep of the Meſſiah, endefthe ied. 
the World to come. After this Prayer, the Gueſts with ſotand © 
low voices ſaid unto themſelves, Fear ye the Lord all yethy © 
holy Ones, betauſe there is no want to them that fear bim, Thy 
young Lions Want and ſuffer hunger z but they that ſcek'the; 
Lord ſhall want no good thing. | oh 
Alas, alas , how few Gentiles ſpend half that time in de,” 
votion atthei Tablcs, which the pious among the Jews did). | 
Many. go from their food.as the Cow from her fodder;;ta> 
king no, notice. of the Author of it, and hke the Idolateoys.. 
Iſraelites, they fit down to eat and drink,, and riſe up to Jas. | 
Kxod. 32, 6. They fit down to Eat and Drink, and riſe up/ 
to. play the Beaſt, co play the Atheiſt. 1197 44 
Remember every creature of God is good, it it be received” 
with thankggiving, 1 Tim. 4 4+ but this thankſgiving mult 
not be only in thy words, but alſo in thy works; thy-gg- 
blameable converſation , and thy charitable contribution, 
mult ſpeak thy thankfalneſs. When the Maſter hath fed the-. 
Servant; he expeQs that he ſhould go about bis buſineſs, and+ 
do-the wotk appointed him. That ſtrength which thous 
ceiveſt from God, mult be improved for God; It's good ty \- 
| ble God with thy lips, but beſt of all co bleſs ham with s 
thy . hands and in thy life ; God will judge of thy thankful- 
neſs by thy converſation. Think thus with thy (elf, This: 
the God that feedeth me,that ray. mar me with good t bings \ buw 
ſweet, bow comfortable are bis mercies ! » What ſweet reſrefh«\ © 
ment have I had from the creatures, when ſome better than. 
my ſelf want food, Others bayeit, bus their lives abbor bread,” 
and their ſouls dainty meat, Why ſhould I not love, fear, aud. 
truſt; and. ſerve this God! I will walk, before the Lord in; 
| the 
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* the land of the living. O beaſhamed to live at Gods colt, and 

"208 Satans work; Be not like the young Mulets, which 

Zhen they have fucked their fill, turn up their heels and 
ick1& their Dam. Further, thy duty 1s co manifeſt ch 

thankfulne(s by ſupplying the wants of the needy. Fob —_ 

* me Fat bis morſels alone, but the Fatberleſs bad a ſhare with 
- kan; Jeb 3114.16, 17: The forementioned Author obſerves, 
that che Heathen 'were not forgerfull C when they were 
feeding.) of theis. abſent friends. Gods hand .is open to 
thees. why -ſhould thy heart and hands be ſhut againſt 

the bungry bellies and naked backs ?* Thy goods extend 
not t0:Gods Perſon, therefore they muſt to Gods poors Tye 

* x64. Have a Monitor within thee, to call upon thee when 
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e. "at meals, Remember the poor, Remember the poor ; Remember 

| | putiry, and hungry Chrift, and naked Chrift ; by this teſt 

_ "he: wilh-try-: thee for -chine eternal cftate, and upon the 

ws. WW | neglett of this; he will ſentence thee to. the eternal fire, 

* BR AS | | 

p WW --Utbou-art a rich per{on, do thou frequently minde this 

Wo. ddtj- Grret Houſe-keepers muſt be Good Houſe. keepers ; All 

4 WH © wil contribute (according to their abilicies.) tothe Poors 

"x qabellitics ; but where-God gives much, he requires much ; he 

= expeſtcth an Harveſt ſuitable co the ſeed he ſoweth, It is cre- 

* dibly reported. of Mr, Sutton, Founder of Suttons Hoſpital,cthat Fvllers Church 
"2 heaſed\often to: repair-1nto a private Garden, where he pou- _ 
" 
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7 by weep and, bow for roar ry 
X - em, James 5..1, 2, 344+ God findeth faultwid 
_ {ES is of lod ent "= 
Ives, and yct forget the afflitions ex$, 6.4 $3 
| How many nods mes. are; there, that thouy 
carinot' ear; and dripk; all with fobriety, will: rather 
by glattony and. grupkennels, than let che poor havey 
wy them ; like en who will cather crvumble-amy 
Food, than impart any, to. theis fellows! Qhow.jþ 
hor: ich. man denyed a,drep in the'other World, 
wilet, Hexap. denyed a cram in.this World ; Haw raeny. covetous 
& 58 Lerits worms; like Hogs _ no only tobe deſtroyed 1:1 
are good gk thing whilcht they arc: alives : the Hog 
: neither po0d to draw as the Ox, nor to bear 1as the 
E% nor to.cloath Faroe Sheep, nor to give milk as-cheG 
x nor to ths Beg Houſe ke) "a gheook Famer; ' 
ge Such are" ches, good for nothing till 
-& wat Ho 9 barren trees-they:do but-ca 
he gtound, and ferve for: no uſe till they arecut dg 
the unquenchable fire. truely, ther hearts: will 
; bewail him, dead , whole bowels did. not- ble hint 
| His life did not deſerve prayer, A reel hn 
pag that par ay py which God laid m'tof 


| Keds, ol hae deter cli po K \ 
outward conlider, that. thou arti'but'£ 
Factor, he is Meh Merchant, The FaQor knowethy t 4 
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" abevelt his direRtions 3 and if thou forbtarct charity now, 
"thou wilt then be counted and found as real a thief,before the 
whole-warld;, as ever ſervant was that put hundreds into 
purſe- which his Maſter appointed him to pay to 
ther periens. Withheld not rby goods jrom the owners thereof 
07:3. 27-from them to whom 1t is duecither by the law of 
juice, or by the law of loye , Kam. 13.8; And truly Cha- 
ity.s the belt way to plenty 3 He gets molt that gives moſt; 
ſowethliberally;, fball reap liberally. - | 
ſometimes conſidered with m fel and wondred 
| ſhould be fo exceeding churliſh to Davidas not to 
reof his ſuperfluities to ſupply Davids neceſſities , when 
vid. had bcen ſo exceeding civil to him as to preſerve his 
from the rage of hungry. Souldzers 3. But 
en marked well the ſtory , 1 quickly found the rauſe of 
is covetous carriages He looked upon himſelf as Maſter 
i , and _—_ = tone to — it for his 
> Shall 7 take my bre my water, and 
lays pays to men whone lkyow not. whence they be ? 
1 L Had he but had fo much grace as to have 
gled KlaGa rend an Gods watery, he would have diſpoſtd 
to Gods word , and not have:denied a poor 
ad Saint 3 but becauſe he counted it his own proper 
<= it maſt be. diſpoſed according to his own 


Jer,look upon thy ſelfin regard of thine cliate,only as 
ake 5 97 ror ig gs} ax ers 
the TY a et,4 know - 
wplbet wit {5 acrifices Goa is we 16. 
. YECONC ay 9a; popes) ſi =. Re. 16. 
k which wg ſolvation, bath appeared to us, teaching #8 to 
. fry | this preſent evil wor Tit. 2«12. This 
d. both the quantity and the quality of thy dytt. 
» Thy duty 15 to be temperate as to the quantity of 
+ Reaſon is content witha little, Religion with leſs. 
hough no certain, proportion of food can be 
_ Tube Howes 76h dre ch relies 
X x 
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do hardly quench the thirfi of the andy hills? 
| bodies of men, nor their ſtomacksare all of, a tize 4 
i5 2 certaim:rule ; for a man to cat or drink ſo ti 
opprefs'oature:, -and to pnhtit bumſelf for prayer "is 
of inteniperance. 'God gaye man food' to: further} 
hinder himimn his.general, and particular calling andy 
they ſin. who feed tillike were horſcs , they are unkth 
ſervice; Twrtull.' (peaking -of the catriage of the F 
| lp =_ Chriſtians at their meals tells us,They-do not ſir dowtn belwen 
oratio ad deum have prayed >, they eat as ouch as may ſutisfie bunger, thiy 
preguſtetwr; (much af is ſufficient for ar men, are filled as t - 
| edrquantem remember they muſt pray afterwards. 
eſ —_—_ 2; 1ans may cbear nature, but they muli not bo p 
i= is 2'great privitedge in the chaxter granted usby theRngy 
63s eſt uti/e; Kings; that we ſhould have dowtinion over the: cveatiivesy 7 
ita | amine: it will be a'{ordid bondage if we fuffer them to have dani 
af 6 over 1s, inſtead of being our {ervanits-to become our Mi 
Pſa.8.5,6,7- God in the very traming of man, intetide@} 
for temperanceby giving 4 kttlemouth whom 
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andk joffer beÞiy:thaw-ochtromaturesz And in mails c 
which ſpeaks his leave. flay- the beaſts'in Gods forre p] 
ſerve;in whatcrenute it runs , - Every [tving ſro 
Ee eapchereadin wh 
beerk baue m_ iven you a{labings (here isthe ty Tt 


. [racy That is, faith an Expoſitor, to uſe then tobe 
-—=11 Www mogezately, notito glactony and exyeſs, | -0 1% ' 
;Et. as-a0: abomigable- ſhame to a Saint to be 4 ldvethhl 
beat whim ;. his ſeaſitive appetite. He'that ftrivechſqh 
ra ke rate in all things. Beafis ſeldom (urfet a 
, never fin, Epipurus who eftcemed mans hapy 4 
— pleaſures, was yet very terriperate, 28 - ® 
others obſerve. . Socrates was wont to fay, That evitmh 7 
uvRes oe wg eat (and drink, buy good men eat and 0 
[4 
| Some of the Heathen did very -much hate axcch, 
or drinking. The old Gauls: were very ſparingin 
Cenand edchen that out-grew their girdles.Dr 
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by aw, was puniſhed with death , The Spartens 
ht their Children to loath drunkenneſs by cauſing them 


wo the. bealtly behaviour of thew ſervants when they 


e drank. 


t how many nominal, Chriltans , in regard of tempe- 
abce come {ho.t of heathens] Wo tothe drunkgtds of Ephraim, 
of England { God hath a cup of red wine, of pure wrath,and 
thele mult drink the dregs thereot ) how. dath this iniquity 
and! men drink hcalths ſo long tillthey drinkaway their 
hand their heaven too.? Somnemerigers obterve that as 
hewaters grow ſhallower (the-Sea lolitg Zabour the coats of 
Holland aud Zeland,the waters grow deeper(the Sea gaining) 
' Sout the Engliſh coaſts. Whether drunkennels ebb 1n Hol. 
laid or no, I know not, Lam ſure it loweth in England. We 
may complain, as Diogenes Laertius of his country men, that 
when they . went to lacrifice to bealth;, theydid then moſt 
rictoully abuſe healch. | 
! There was a ftreet in Rome called S0lriws view, The ſober 
ſheet, becauſe there was never an Ale-houſe there : But how 
few Towns have we which may be called ſober Towns, becauſe 
there are no drunkards there ! 
ader. if. thou art one guilty of this-ſin , for the Lords 
ck thy ſclf (peedily;dolt thou know what thou doſt? 
"Thou wrongelt thy bedy, Vermine abound, as Rats and 
Mice, where there is much Corn 3 and Diſcafſes abound in 
bodies given to exceſs. ' Too much wood puts our there. 
kills more than the Musket 3 The glutton digs his grave 
with his teeth , and the drunkard drowns humſclt in his cup. 
Fr gjonicus ſpake fitly of the Rbodians, They build their bou 
85 if they were immortal, but feed as if they intended to live 
elxtle while. | 
- Spare diet is the beſt cordial of nature 3. Meierate faſting is 
the phyfick,” He that riſeth with an appetite, 'fecures his 
dgeltion It was faid of Queen Elizabeth, That ſbvever roſe 
with an. appetite , and' that Edward: the ſixth was wont to 
 callher, his ſweet (iſRter Temperance; and ſhe lived ſeventy 
Vears.. Gallen lived 440, years, and almoſt all the rime with- 
"> & out 
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| dn 
out any ficknels, and this natural reafon is given; tor 
did never eat his fill. iy 

\ It wrongs thy eſtate :' The drunkard and glutton fhallhs 

- to poverty, Prov. 23. 21. Their throats are open ſepuldiys 
bury their eſtates in. Diogenes when he heard of x dn, 
ardshouſe tobe fold, cried out, Tthought be' would with 
vomit up bis houſe. - 
It wrongs thy Sez/: Aﬀer rioting and drunkenne jy 


F mY 


loweth chambering and wantoneſs, Rom. 13.12. and wo, i 
ſorrow , and wounds without canſe; look ror up 
wine, at laſt itbitethlike a Serpent; thine eyes ſhall behgy 
ſtrange women, and thine heart ſhall utter perverſe thing 
—_ _ men into 9 =_ cheu they 

10ns temperance calls off the | 

nk and then the enemies may en 

threefold. They that are fiot ſober,cannot be vigilant, rPa 

Tabulas leis How unfit is a man. in his inte tn 
excepeah- duty. xr) obſerves, As Moſes received the tals 
inextie,conte- faſting:,; ſo he broke them when the people had been ſj 
1i fecit ebrietes. jng , judging them at- that /-timme very- unfit to heay th 

= «15. gg law. "' ; 20:74. 50 


confeſs : © 7 Tt-tmay bethow.art nota drunkard , but yet uſclf wa, 
" lib. 10+ ceed in cating/ 'Auftin avoided the fin of TW 
" 


crapula non nuuquam ſurrepit ſervo tuo ; be ſometimes tr, 
(269-08 but Cor Gith he pheu baſt t arig bt me to uſe 
65 my medicine, © Sw©wd | 
; Let the rational faculty command they ſenſitive; o& 
xpichurmas bow contraty toteaſon it is fora man.like a Dolphin 
calls the Aſs- his woutb in bis aw; and like the AG-tiſh, to have hits 
fiſh 4x776@- in bicbely;, and /how- contrary to Religion it is, to havetk 
——_ Kitchin tor thy Church ; a Table for thine Altar, and th 
_— from for thy God, Luke 21. 34; Thy beed left your hearts bf 
the ordinary Charged withſurfeiting a1d drunkenneſs, and ſo that | 
courſe of ©. Kpon you wiawares,'\ God alloweth ns fometimes a 1 
pature, (as in days of Thankſgiving; aud at Marriages) but 
lufiful abuſe of his Creatares,* 1! i 
Secondly ," Thy dutjsibeo be'tetbperate 3s' tothe quidh 
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dirt. Though here no Eval quality of food cbe 
ſpan God allowing ſomething to the conditioris,” and 
Loans the weakly and y conſtitutions of men, 

this muſt'be obſerved," that we 'maky nur 


in, general 
fir "be" Sed Mag 2: nn; voy perm the 
— we muſt-not provide for tht" fleſh" oak is 
h already, we need not put mare Weapors in- 
4 hands. Tortiwve after the fleſh, is et n of a ſinner, 
nl 13. ee te Flats” the Rood 
awd ſtrive how he ma 
ET it a ſowing ihe - Gali 6:4 . ict ofGod 
contrives, — how -, may fow Ris Red to 
$ beſt advantage. "A Fleſomouger will be meditating. in 
the morning ore he riſcth,' with-what art his Din 
may be fo ſauced and dreft , that>if poſſible he may 
Chaſtin carnal delights3 heisſo early, thar He thay 
liberally; «:7 be 'Chriftiax waa tirke' bis food | bud bis 
bel muſt not take bim. It's ſinfulteo' be to/ our ap- 
6-1 It's not untawfull to eat dainties;; bit it" is un- 
a to&ti theminde upop them,” We may receive them 
ini 018 Ramachs, but:not into-our hearts; ben thou'ſitreſt 
t9/eat; with 6 Rider , conſider diligently what is befote- _ 
end pub 4 to thy throar; if thou by @ wiqh piven to 
tite be not defirews- of bisdamtier, 'thiy' art as 
Prov. 23- 1,2,3.. T4 which words we may tak@ notice, 1. 'of 
a —_ 1f abou be a har given'to- 5'For'a man 
be given 0. ang, it notes his exbra mer loje to, and 
of that Hquory.. Foe aunurte be givex\to Women, 'it 
fptaks his —_— careand-endedvour ts enjoy thati bru- 
be and ungodly pleaſure. For « man to be given! to prayer, 
" Pl4l.109. 4. it ſpeaks Prayer to-be'his track! his 'imploy- 
ment, the work which he chicfly-mindsan# atſuerh. For a 
Op began fide) ro. 4. itnotesthe'Soul to be 
at Gods ſervice) togo- when God bids him g0; io 
mee God bids hgw:come z fo for « man th be 
is appetite, it implyeth-that all his projeQs'are to} le 
wr heis a Catercr for the Fleſh, wholly 'fibj 
XX 3 that 
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Medeyqtion oft has anpRice our! 
to us, Dyk We 2s Tot yay gen tooupy 
p | Eryed in at anc:meal 
DWUa oy © roy an 1mpaſithe- 
gf þie £59ps. 8 4difiw2tion' 
walſection: .\ We may.cat and diget 
y.. DG crave and defaxe :daintics 3: God 
dainties, bur for. rirnual delights ;' I 
i&6 52 be at. the! command) 
Romany who: wrote ten 
Braff with: all Orcs. of 
of his Kitchin amounted/ tg 
| +; 3+ Heres n Poſition. For they ap 
| meat Tix Agkir, of dainties is 2 deadly defite 
the-meat 3 Qrdinary: ( nay 


ns The 15a flat oppoſition 
Fay: to: the fleſh; aud ſowing te the. Spirit, Gal. 6. 7! 
the Apoltle.is expreſs in the mention of this kinde of int 
3--pagg .mes, They ſerve not the Lord Fefws Chrift, but t heir own 
ees, Rom. 15. All the Servanss off Chriſt arc wr 
over the fleſh. Ordinances-are_ ineffectual to perſons 
nh Fan falls off, as. it fallp6iny upon an Oye 
s of the SanFuary flowed, the Miry 
(thax. 1 A 5 Wt carts ) could nor Ol be! healed; Exek, wh 
Bebemoth lieth, in the Fens , that is, Gaith an Ex 
Ge Dexil; in fleſhly men, Fob, 40. 24. Epicurny, ſaith ode 
whulcl 
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while Hefavourcth his flefhly palare, doch reg)bt che hes 
| F Palace. FR - 31723 T1903 30) ebric ! 
0 en diftififtionof diet to be conſideretian regattd of 
boli it rezatd of 'cftates, ani} alſo in regard of fFimes3//all 
which piety and prudence muſt direct the Chijſtiah gbont« 
Bat fire'1 im"it t9 a (duty to keep wnder the body, and to veconiiey 
wit into ſubje@ion; '1'Cor. 9. 27. They that acquaint us {© 
Mo the Ah\eulibms;" tell us chat their Ordinary meals (1207 nf © 
welt fieicher manjFilt # 'day/'ridr colilyy they! were called blue, - 
_— rover © traveleribave + 


"The Feat which (Moſes made for his Father in Law, and 
the Elders of 1frael, is.called bread. Exod. 18. r1.':So 'alfo 
theantertaiinent of 'Chriſt at the Modlcof one of the chicf 
of'tht Phetifees';' Lak +4 x, 2. and the daily fare of the 
Diſciptcs; #&s-2. 46, 477. Elijab could be content with a/Ra- 
wenfor-his Cook. Darnic? fed and thrived' 'upon Pulſe ; he 
boked fairer by it, tharr thoſe that -did :eat of the Kings 
fare, Brown bread and the Goſpel are good chear, ſaid the Mar- 

" ryt/- Fob the Baptift cald live uponibeufts/ =þb wild bivey, 

The Apoſties had ſome ears of Corm tor as Sabbath Yayes 
Dinttr.- Though God is pleaſed out of mercy-ro/7atf6rd us 
better Proviſion, yet our work mult be to ininde medera- 
tion.” O'Fow great a carfe 15 tt for-thre like Cham to box 
ſervant of ſervants, a rvaiit tathy belly, which ſhould be- a 
firvent +6 thet | Thy foul in {ug a body; 49 but a-btight 
Candle in a greafie Lenthorn, How much was that-ſpevety 
below '& /avichat breature, which Phi/xnenws ildtercd, I wiſh 

+ Net { bad the throat of it Crane, that the plenſure of my tafte 
'* Wight loft the Longer ! The Spider is lietle cl{(> fave belly but 
fe4ult 6fpoyſon, ks 

-)Bdides, i will be a-poot account which fch menican give 
(ot they cxepences this way at the greatday. God giveth us 
air wealth-for neceſarics, convemiencis mid rnoderate deb 
bghe; nor- for prodigality and luxury 3 Hefiogabalzs made 
whole reals of the fongues of Singing-birds- and Pe acocks, and 


IWyms of toftly\Crentires4/ He uſed to fay, That meat is not 
: ſavoury, 
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Some SE are Debtors to their Belles: they pinch L.; 
pine them, with- pegury; not. allowing them what 
"-- requires, whoſe Gold 19;theix God. ., They are. works + 
.- ' Cuinibols, cating their own fleſh. . He. that is cruelto biz 
| tnecbleth bis ewn houſe, \PxOv. 11, x7- But the bellics of 
are debtors to them, receiving much more, than. is fity 


due,, as uf they had beet born to bow down to, and worky | 


rey the- Title of ophane for. ſelling his bins 
pr 

cp for mek of Pdttage. when he'was , Hebc 1h, 

hes te her cher Caekeg tes, and 

moan geo em Health, and: Souls, and Saviour, and Salvation 


and; all for a moments brutiſk plealure, intemperate "I 


or _ilripking, 
Our Lond \Jekis commandeth bis Diſciples not to be 
ous about their dict 5  Whatſoever is ſet before you eat, Lak, 


If it be, wholeſome, though it be not ton ge 
The Turks will drink no Log Wine, becauſe Mabomet 
= forbids it Ou temperate hoes in 


the quiniry ad wa br Food, becaul 


Sol blefled, cagd ena of his Church coths 
mandeth it 

\\ Thirdly,;Fb hy gury is 4 to eat,and drink wg nay h, We 
read of eating in due ſesſm, Ecclel. 10. 17. As there is 
fon for ſpiritual ations, when they are moſt profitable, @ > 
there 1s a ſcaſon for natural aRions, when they are moſi 
pet; Lt's:a foul fault, not to obſerye fie-hours for our 
Our; diet is. unſcaſonable, when we begin the day with as 
There is a wo.:tothe Nation whole Princes eat in the 
Eccleſ. 10.17. and a wo to the perſons that r riſe up early in 
worning #0. fallow ftroug drink, Ia. 5.11. Itis a bad: fign 
when 1 men leap out of gheir Beds: into. theis Butteries 3 y 
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"hike Chilc Ie ren cal for their breakfafts as ſoon 8s they are up, 


at muſt wait on his Maſter till he hath feds After 


A Wewners, The”dody mult wait on the Soul till that 
hk broke its faſt, and had ſome ſp.ritual refreſhment with 


tod 10 aplere t tr, not before the ſou 
ea 'da Fogel? tdinarily God Doe Aon ; ſo : 
of deer God hopeth tor hear from mer,” before dither -— eu 
Rutlers or Cooks hear' from them. He expecteth that' we 
&x ye him before we ferve our {elves, auga indeed 
ue ferving of bim. is the only ſerving of our ſelyes. Moll- 
abſervech that David; thence. pleaded forgazly: protect, 
ſh was carly at his Pcnitipns,, He was eatly'in the 
at his praycr, and. therefyra he hop.dthat- God 
woulCnot come late at night wich his auſwwet. . -; 
oP unſcaſopable when opie meal treads upon the heels 
her, like Zobs Meſſengers. The Holy Gholt ſpeaks of 
4:9 are, carly up at ity. and continue: at it, tall "_ 
Some make hut one meal. (4s. it were. )-all days It 
Tag or drink be. off:xed them, chey can no more re- 
£ gh they were full before, than a Dog his bones. 
er and Nag pac they are ors OE: Top 
yl puts out the: 


uy veel like nd RR ROO Glucton,. Ee that tigpe in 

pampering their” bodies. I have read of one.that boaſted he 
be in ſo.many years ſeen the Sun.+.,,- 
Ks J's at; a  VekingrFoal, hom, Eighs at 


foour in the, morning, Gal 16g in the piterim Two or 
times to caſe nature, artd to their Daintics, and 
$weet-meats again. They arc jnduftrious-on the water,and 


gattonous on the land. Reader," I hope though they,are 
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% A 4p an ' 4 tine! to God 


purel and Sleep of tefs concernment th 4 e 
Ae ape, butliccle co them3'p 
cauſe in theſe things we mult walk by the rule of Godby 1 
I ſhall Sentar 0 2 wa Aud firſt fof Apart 1 

Samits witward.as welFas his inward cloathing mult bez 
Spiritual Prieſts doall wear (in (REIN ) holy'Garmg c T 
ry Gare tet IN ri, wi & 
reelites houfes, but alſo in their habies, Lev. 13, 
s carry thePlague up and down in their Sana 
Gartnics are _—_ the fleſh; with pride, and 
nel, and LAN rtay mani{i 
Garments 3 he 


of his body; his 
Exod. 19. fe won Plal. 45. As = 2 Cl a 
Numb,1t, * 
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i, To - Pry ye? artl, whi k malt TT 
'- $6 Pn which maſt be avoide 
$ To-the' vertacs (in Apparel) whiich cult be 


- Fil, To the ends rel, which are four. 
cover our 5. Tnnocthcy at firſt Wis 
eotdely Robe, 1 coth odfwhich the richcft'c 
but 0 te z Ah how lovely did he look in chat 
* his 6. -þ ſplendor, the moſt gai 


«. (--; 
n but as a Clovd owns 
cop 7 LI or a courſe yo gin Ovcr a beautifull? "hr 


LEPASSEE CY 


Aur fn cauſed ſharhe, and Fiche called or cloaths't0'over it, 
 Gen( 3-7: They knew that rbey were naked, eng they fewedFig. 
hutes rgrtber and made themſelves aprons, © 
«& 4. Tor our todies from cold. Cloaths are a great ſhelter 
| quaſt che ha of the Air, and Weather. Some mens 
Coatsare” Fiſtol-proof 3 all mens cloaths ſhould be Ferather- 
God La that Adams Fig-leavgs were as far frotn 
his body warm, as from hiding hts ſoul-wickednefs; 
xe made him a coat of rhins, Gen. 3. 21. mg + 
& is mentioned, Prov. 31. 21, She is nj afraid 
the $mw ber Houfold, for all ber bouſhvld are clodtbed 
Sith Scarler. 
+. To adorn vs. Claths render men more comely. A "uy 
cent habit is handſome, naked Ghoſts arc frightfull. "Thoſe 
wenbers of the body which we think to be leſs bonourable, upon 
we beſtow more abundant boyour, aud our _—_— parts Vide Drodat 
abundant comelintſs, I Cor. 12. 23. in loc, vs 24+ 


| it. The Woman ſhell not wear at which pert ainet 

TT ns, aedber hel 008 par ee 4 Wm t: 
that do fa, are an abomination into the Lord t God, 

5. Thoſe that have worn the Apparel of women 
ona 


of men. 
; Another end of Apparel 3s to diſtinguiſhp 
bilcy among the Romenc, were ancient from 
the me: RE 
hath made a differcace among men, ſome arc high, 
ſome are low , ſome are rich, ſome are 4.f0 
| + hovrmy"r in Gl heme L rh owich are 
pip elled, are in nyery 7 uk. 7.25 
White beconne' J uſtices: ' They arc hio- 
nourSile additions <0 their , and cauſe-reverential 


 prehenſions of their 2-1 ot The habits of men dz! 
Yy 2 ſuitable 
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How a man miy exerciſe himſelf to G odlineſy | 


ſuitable;to. their condutions and-honburs, Dan, 5. 29: Why 
8. x5: Gen. 45: 42. AS it.is antull-tor men to! goaboverhy 
abihities , fo it 15-ſordid for men to, go- much below thy 
Eſtates and places > ſuch draw contempt on- their" petoys, 
Charles: the fifth, Emperour of Germany, being to. 
Royal entrance into Milne, there was- great prepargi 
made for; his entertainment, the Houſes and Streess 
beautified and edored,, the Citizens drelt wn their richelia. 
ture, and-a golden Canopy prepared to be carried oyerh 
head, and a_great expeRtation to fce a glorious Enperylns 
but when he came into the City.in a plain Cloak, 
an old Hat on his head, the People would not wh 
eyes, but ſtill asked which, was be, and laughed at theiifthy 
- for being ſo much deceiwed, "bbs 
Secondly.,, The vices about 'our «pparel,; which mul 
avoided, 1. Pride. Pride is a moth which -s ſoon bred in 
garments, but a Chriſtian wi Ferry wma the 5 
re] is Natures garwent, the: ns garaifh; 
hare of our raiment mult be rrmtmbred to allay our 
Our richeſt cloaths are charaRters of reproach; and asfitm 
livery, they are an implicit confeſſion of our fer/and 
The dim-ſighted perſon 1s not proud of his peFacles\, ma 
who hath loſt one cyc,of the plaiſter whicl-coverethit. 
the-thief 16okeths on; his: fetters-5+ be thinketh of his! 
which was Bus *_ ee whom a: we. bebold: 
we may we e, reflecting upon our apoſtacyy tit 
cauſe of them ; Before the Fall, p frond Evg were both 
hed,! and were not aſhamed, Cen. 2, alt, ; A winderer 
much reaſomto be proud of hisboher, asa ian othi 
-Belide, the;matter. of oup cloaths ; is confiderable;. Wew 
beholden to-che beaſts. for them, what arcithey —— 
hair. or wool-of beaſts 2 and the fineſt but the Pitt 
Juk: worm 7 "Alas, what a pin 15 this to pierce the x 
pride, andabate its ſwelling ?:.One would think if. thiswe 
ſhoald grow, it muſt be ke -the Miſcletor out of ther 
for here -is not the leaſt earth toc breed os feed it, not thieked 
cauſe for it.. | fs 
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«Fhis ide contifieth daward!y» in mens valuing themlebwes 
the highst fonthgirbalut., wiuch.indtcd is-Childth 4 Fhey 
dicoratch6- want obergr' whole «tpirics/Hiſc with [their 
nts, as'the boat vweithithe waters. ''' THe dogs that Kept 
ans Temple 5: fawned upon a good fuit.z but if a man 
in-xagged apparcl,, they. would treat him in pi.ces. 
y.uue: bruxtith who judge cithcr t!emelves'or others 
have.rcal watth fromthe bravery” of, what they wear. 

is manifeſted outwardly, -by mens readines to follow 
emrfaſhions. It is no commend tion to Kng)iſh men that they 
are. French mens apes.A [a mode de Frances moſt in the Gal- 
lants mouths: But they who borrow(laith one faſhions of Egyp- 
ty week with their. batches and bciles.4 hey whouffetted 
the Babylonian finery, had with ut the Babylonian fetters, Frek. 
23-15- 1 will puniſh the Princes, andthe Kings children, and 
all ſuch as are.cloatbed with firavge appavel, Zeph./ 1:8. God 
aketh of. them, | who in their! cloaths irhitated - the 
Foyptians ,. gs the Babylonians, Though they were never (o 
by Princes and Kings cbildres \yet being, vain in their ha- 
bi , fey were ſure to feel the weight of Gods hand; Twill 
praſb.tbem, Idolaters are no fit maifure for Gods people to 
make their cloaths by. The Prophet 1ſaiab drawcth. up an 
lyentory. of the Ladics wardrobe RN eeeſaten , and pro- 
gounceth, both 4 ſharp objuration and evere-commina- 
tnn-againl chem for their wwitkling with their eyes, and 
twkligg with xheir. feats, for their: lotty.\gare" and ſkitely 
ub, Iſa. 3.18, to 244 We may. read therewhat-ſtrange 

xy God hath for ſtrange falhions.,.. The daughters of Lovidon 
thiane) do jn pride of countenance andcarringe , far exceed 
vgbters.of Sion... Alas how many. men are dreſt like 

5 .1n a-play , and. women bke Berthelomew babies. 

he that are profefſours , by their antick habits (which are 
the covers of their ſhame } become « ſhame to their pro- 


ſuit, accordingto hus cloath.,,,I mean , his ap» 
not. be; aboye. his rank. aud cftatc,'' Some men 


leſion. 

4 Prodigabty in, ous apparel myſt be avoided. A man 
mult cut 

purcl 

famiſh 


: 


Yy 3 


Olrwhac ec» 

nemy of thine 
hath caught 

thee fo mucts 
vanity ? ſaid 
Mr. Jobs Fox, 
to his Son re- 
curning from 


his cravail, 
and Wink n 
a looſe ous- 
landiſh faſhi- 
on. - Hiſt. of 
modern Divine 
Willet Heza, 
3# Levit. 
Prodiges «ft 
41 UNO IO» 
tinenda pro» 
fundens, 
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Empeor of | 
apparel, ſaying , That ' the Empire dig confift'n vertve, aw, 
avery. :: (0 Mag | W. 
The anceſtor of usall was clad inleather ,, Gex.'3. 21.1 

ſo. were the Lords worthies , of whotn the world we 
worthy, Heb, 11. 37. Though now every fervant for 
muſt be clad in filk , and for galantry outvie their Lady. 
1516corded as a peice of high preſumption, of Hwbers Ay 
biſhop of Canterbury , that when King Jobn had puts 
courtiers into-a new livery , he put his ſervants uy 
Came; but in-our days preſumption and prodigality e 

for Peaſants can be more gaudy than their Prince. 

cock hath more geyfeatbers than che Eagle the Kinig of b 

A wile man that dwelleth in arhired hoaſe', havin 

certain tune of abode in it , will ſo far take care of it, Wl 
it may be aſhclter to him againſt the weather , and 
that it beneat and handſome ; but he will not be at the 

of curious ornaments 6x rich pictures , 'becaufe © he Krio 
aot how. ſoon he may have warning tobe gone.” Our | 
are:the houſes of day in which our fouls dwell ; we 
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— rh may {ea'a leaſe of r5cAiient and turn 
; Ly out of dovrs it is prudence to fence our bodies (6 
yo rmEnts, that they may be def.nded againſt t? 
cldathed {bmiew hat ſuitable to 0ur conditions) 
It's > 1k folly tobe prodigat in garniſhing our carth- 
oh wacles , when (it may be) this night our fouls ſhall 
-/ we of us. Contident I am that Taylors long bills, 
m4 cir. poor 'nEighbours ſhort coats (who have (carce 
to.cover their nakedneb) will be little for many rich 
mens credit' at. the day of Chriſt.” Reader; if thou art 
man, ,xemember this note whil(t thou liveſt, That 
oe plam coat coat bofowweg on the back, of the poor, will becowe thee 
tnter at this day , andyield thee more comfort at the laſt day, 
aptwenty ſilver laced oxes , on thy own back, 
rpother thing to be avoided about Apparel, and ,. 1. ni 
"© cid Foe { expence \ trme. Rt ve out- fitas, morum 
$7 accompanied with exceſſive inward & mentium 


els, - ohh "Rag that ſperid all their mor- 4&formitatis 
, inter end & Jpeculum ; between the camb and 


be iadiciam «ft, 


+ #nd are more troubled ot a tangle in their hair, thay at a 
ra in the pn -wealth, "How many in our days 
the whole F Orenoon 18 deckn their dy1 tig bodies, and 
ye tio time to rels their? immortal ſouls, they fpend that i 
time between the comband theg wh which ſhould ,,,,. intoric 
Thar t between Prayer and Scripture Theſe painted car- magna incaria 
will tell us, that if they can but dre themſelves Caro. 
7 dinnertime , it is as much as they deſire.” Alas" poor 
g fouls, what, will they do when they come to, entex. into 
other eternal eſtates, when time . ſhall be” no ore! 
:A: dying bed (if their conſciences be but awakened ) 
will teach them to value time at an higher rate, and 
make them know that a commodity of fach worth. is 
bewaſted. - 
04 ſpeak to the " yeutues in Aged which miſſt be 


he Modeſty One end Y Apperets is t0 cover our ſhame and 
Hakedrels; thoſe therefore that Uiſcover their naked necks 
and 
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"and brealts, Eb oa yo and glor in a their ſhame; 
omen proclaim their wantonneſs. s habits; py þ 
Fd ard. unholy; > That Ms, orn themſelves wh 
modeſt. Apps arel,, BT efacedy eſs, wr: THety , at with 
Faded B ar, or © AGED Flat” Hy array, 1 Tih;3y 
Modeliy Sa W id a 7 eek ve rt 
in them that aret He Waker; els.” Ing ſome re mpen 
folly by their tongues , ſo _others by. their attire ; x M 
be | Rog Were {0 ſ:aſibtc of,thar Zelevcw the Law-gff 
ated ,” bat 2. wma (vi I be” attend wir 
FU ald in th Street, "txt "3s that 
jaarfien 'wear embriyd:red nor oh dec 
 tend!d joblay the —_ OY 
2. Gravity, Anticnt men, thofethat are in Kay 


and profeſigrs, mult not take up every new-fang 
gaths of I he. colours on Fn res 
| Foſeph a child ni) ght ke bandfo 


coat, but not ſo Ka When'zg dgh im hr oo , 
'Emperour for a favour, and was 6 and had afterwy 
coloured his hair, ſhaved himfdf, and in light cloatl$y 


ſig Tf Bel: efie, he was'-wittil anſwerld 
WER f i eliega the "raul , T; Ni Yon | 


PN pt F Pavtd T'gyant ir you to (oy, be 'w f 1 


Th ſtians muſt be much guided” by che credit of 
g1on.  Whatſcever things art of 'good report | 15 


Town ral, Ind a. ſpecial, rulc for a Saint to walk by ih 


citnia be excellrit uſe f/that ads * Rim" 2/49 
uit confet med to this Wirlld wi dugudticest Rexl tranllatti; 


{ape not your ſelves, 1 love not atk Cted ſingularity; { 'Þ 
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like a Chriſtian Gravity, both i in countenance, carris 
attite: 


-3- There is, another thing which a Chriftizr wit 

a teſpe&t to his Apparel;and'rhat is his Eating th. 

It_ is diſhonourable both to a mans pcrſon and prof bs, 
when God: hath ranked hum among the rich , for | a9 


a - 


_ © —<Sa—n e@_ oo OOOm—_— 


: "NI*S: k | . 225-5, 2, Y SARS 
2.0 : Dn : l, Sad d # wg = 23 #.-.33 3+ > 
__ - . ih 
45D; a+ In be | We BY Wh. art 
. \ 


g A Tr Of Lewis the 11. 
Kel EEE ho fe IK nt of cit, 
E NETTED habſt. 
| men "often wp re Dck We on 
Tag: Rr 5, wh decides F; 
» as Kee pig ects gp mar rt 


ef of the Rabbies uſed co 6 ” 
Me bei nh oh ED 
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x iſe himſelf to Godlingy © 


bread m ſuch-abundance. , enougSind \to ſpares hy 
Fathers 'Houſe, | made of the Kidneys of the. Wha 
the fineſt Flower, -need not hanker after the Worlds hk 
fare. -. Our Heavenly .Pather doth not keep fo (tarwil 
an houſe," that the Worlds fcraps ſhould' go dow! 


us. P 
Beſides, © how - abominable is it to diſturb Golly 
with our {ports ! Some work hard on the week" 
and play on the Lords day. No melody ſo deligh 
to them as Temple. Mwfick,, no, draughts {o ſweer ih 
Temple Veſſels, Amos 6.5. Dan. 5. 2. Nu time ſofthh 
their fooliſh Triumphs as Gods time. The Heathen'th 
liftines, when they offered a great Sacritice to theirgy 
Dagor, call for Sampſon to make them ſport. Theſe unth 
cumeſed 'perſons, mingle their Sacrifices to the true 
living God with ſports, and carnal, nay finful plealine 
Week, days , like, ordinary Virgins, are exculedy "ut 
the Lords 'Day, the Queen 'of days, - mult be'F* 
Reader, If chow- art guilty of this fin, know, thath 
Real-time from thy Family or Maſter on-a wee k day wil; 
but to ſteal time from thy Maker and Redeemer on this, 
is SacriledgagHalt thou no Mettal to distigure and embe; 
but that which hath the Kings tampon it ! Haſt th 
time: to fleep in thy Cabin , 'or play on the Deck , bach 
when-che windblows fair tor the Veſſel of thy Soul.rol 
forward towards Heaven'! I miſt tell thee , that Gal 
thee on this day to be wholly taken up in working, out: 
falvation , and nor at all in minding thy recrcations”? 

; were better 'as Aſtin (faith ( though - that were very'all 
non 0 die torplough all day ,” than to'play, 'all day. * Bur a5 On: 
tis er Tate dealt -with the Lydians!, when he had” conquered the 
rem Aug.in tit, 18 the Battel, he allowed them liberty for all "hun: 
Pſal. 92» and paſtimes, and thereby ſubducd them m ſuch a ma 
Juſp", ,1, ner, that they became his ſ:rvants for ever : So Wl 

| 
' 
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dealeth with the children of men 3 when they are us 
Teady in'part,, by Sabbath day paftimes', he makes 
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309-" in bis Recreations and Phaſures. 
and ſettled ſervants altogether , and (o they become 
ig Recteations are unſeaſonable in times of publick, 
# The Son is very undutifal , who laughs ander 
the rod; and chat Daughter very urmaturdl, who 15 ſporting 
when ber Mother is dying: 4 Sword, a Swordis ſharpened, 
biſhcd, it is ſharpened to make a ſore flaughter 5 it 18 
that" it may, glitter : Should we then make mirth # 
b21.9.10. Should we then make mirth? as If he had 
@, Sach Seaſors call tor fighing; not for ſinging; for 


| [ 3 not for mirt . 
M (1h tell us, the very. beaſts abſtained from copula- 
ton-in time of the Deluge. Naturaliſts tell us of the Bees, 
thatwhen one isfick,, the reſt in the Hive axe all ſad. Ex+ Pliz. 6b. ut. 
erjence tells us,that the very birds, who in Summer ling di- + 17+ 
viſon pretcily, with divers tunes and variation of thar plea- 
ſit voices, in Winter forbear their notes, and feern to 
fymparthize with the fealon : And ſhallnot we humble our 
heares hen Gods hand is lifted up? How much is he 
dipleaſed, when his chaſtenings are deſpiſed,!. Amos 6.56, 7- 
I that day did the Lord God call to weeping and mourning, and 
je and to girding with ſackcloth : And behold joy and 


Wneſs, ſlaying oxen, and killing ſheep : And it was revealedin 
liar ears by the Lord of Hoſts; Surely this iniquity ſhall not be 


frees away till ye dye, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Ya. 22, 12,13: 
wat dy : When the Perſians irrvaded Gods people, then 
they minded their pleaſures: The unſcafonableuels of 
fheit Tavghter provoked God to anger : Solace in the 
Ay of Facobs troubles, is like Winter fruits, harſh and 
lowre, Jer. 9. 1. The Church may ſpeak to ſuch, as they 


did to the Philoſopher , who 'in a great tempeſt at 
waking many trifling queſtions , Are we periſhing, and 
thou trifle ? 

Ourduty is to ſympathize with our fellow members -in 
ITE : Weep with them that weep , Rom: 12.5» 


7 A#, Gell. 


If we give ourſelves then to take our caſe , we (hall 
hk feel our Brethrens bard cords through our ſoft beds. 
Rl Bbbz2 Alexauder 
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__ How nign may exerciſe limſelf to Godlingy 
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-» Alexander, though in extreme thirlt (when his Arai, 
ready tofamiſh for want of water) refuſed rhe cup g fx q 

refented to him, withthis excuſc, I canzt drirkalng 
bere is mor enough for every one of my Souldzers to mer thinly, 


v 
( 


' Surely Chriſtianity layeth a ſtronger.obligation upon "_ 


the Church 4s like her Husband, carrying her Croſs, tae 
our (tlves ſhort, in regard of worldly comtorts. +4 
Reader, Is thy Mother fick, and art not thou forp 
Is thy God, thy Father pierced and diſhonoured by fy 
cantt thou;rake thy pleaſure? Are thy Brethren and Sy 
in great affliction, and haſt thou no t. llow-fceling "_ 
When David asked Uriah why he went not to his hou. 
ter his journey : He anſwered him, The Ark, and Iſrachasl 
Fudahb abide in Tents, andwy Lord Joab, and the Serugy 


my Lord are in the open fields : Shall I then go into ny 


azd tat, and drink,, and lie with my wife ? as thou liveft, 
ks thy foul liveth, I will not do this thing, 2 Sam. 11. 19,14, 
Truly, if thy fleſh ſhould tempt thee to carnal mirthiny 
day of Zions tribulations, do thou repell it as he did; 
beautifull oo" Feſus Chriſt, the bleſſed members «f bixky 
are in great affiflion, they water their couches with tear 
they mingle their drink with weeping, and ſhall 1 mindem 
play, and fports, and earthly delights! through the Lind 
I will not do it. No , by the Rivers of Babylon , let me 
down and weep when I remember Sion, Alas how f 
is that man who canlaugh and jeſt, and be merry ity 
private Cabbin, as if he were fafe and ſecure, when the Shy 
of the Church in which he ſaylcth, is in a boyſterous anddass 
gerous ſtorm, ' 
Thus I have diſpatched the third particular, where 4: 
Chriſtian muſt exerciſe himſclt to Godlineſs, namely Reems 


A good Wiſh about Recreations. "W 
Ecreation being the intermiſſion of my labour, aud fendij 
of fome time in delightfull exerciſe, for the refreſhing fu 
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" tis bis Recredtions and Pleaſures,” © 


weary, I wiſh in general that I may never abuſe this 
aur which my Mafter affordeth me ( as ſome drunken ſer- 
wats) fo make we wnfir for bis work, bur may be-ſ> conſc;- 
eons in obſerving thoſe cavt ions about ut,” which bis Law pre- 
Tetibetb, that my vigour and ftrength being thereby repaired, I 
oy after it, follow his buſineſs with the more alecrity aud abi- 
F.. In particular, IT wiſh that+my teeth may never water 2 
tey fort idden fruit, that T may nt be- ſo prodigal as tolay my arte _ 
ineſtimable foul ar ſtake by any ſinful pleaſure, My lawfull. 


x * 


4 s 
God harh told me how I may bz merry and not have the 


Devikfor my Play-fellow. 0 let me never defile my Spirit, 
whileft I am: delighting the fleſh, but let my fport for the kind of 
like Czfars wife, without: the leaſt ſuſpicion 'of fault. 


\ tt,be 
TFirfre that my carriage at it may be wholly free from paſſin 


mudcovetouſneſs z and to thit end, that I may never venture what 

Iftetm at any value, my minde beyety would be diſturbed, not 

refreſhed, and ſo the end of recreation altogetber fruſtrated. 1 | 
wiſh thar ſuch delights may be uſed '6s my medicine, only now ve 
#nd then when Nature requireth- them, not 4s my meat coy. ems 
Faw ly every day ; let my God of all conſolation tye (as «a Wife) 

tn the bed of my heart, in my boſom, te the delight of my eyes, 


whom I would by no means bave out of my ſight z but let theſe 


* Jnfull ends of paſſing away the time, or pleaſmg the fleſh; but 


bw pleaſures as my ſervants, always remain int "an outward 


rm, and go or come as occaſion ſhall require, and Religion di- 
"rea, Iwſh that I may never mande recyeations for theſ? fooliſh The end robe: 


* & Elijah called for « Minſtrel, that bis mingde being thereby 


calmed and cheared, be might be the —_— to propbeſie : ſo 
#1 may refreſh my body for this very end, that it may be the 

more ſerviceable to my ſoul, and Loth of them thereby to 'my 

deareſt Saviour, I wiſh that my carthly_ delights may ngt be Seaſonable.. 

Wnſevorry, becauſe (ar Fiſh at ſome times of the year ) they are 1, general 

Mſtaſonable ;, that when my general or particular occupation he L- un» 
c ecreatio - ce ec 
require my preſence, I may not be abſent at recreations, Why mgm 


' fhonld IT like the rich Fool be. talking of taking my bodily eaſe : lar or general 


- 
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wen my ſoul is in ef of endleſs pain, or like prophane 11; 
T4 be folowi ally af Au 9 the Joſs torn - 4fag 
la priviledge ! Finaly, I aefire that T may ot ( as Nero them, 
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How to exerciſs owt Jelk+26 Gollineſi . 


Rome was on fire) be ſinging, ben the prople of Gall 
bing... ut. modergtepr,deny.my mirth, when the mem } 
ada nournings (94 . rve prefer exuſalem >ctoF Wy 
if joy, -In.e'word, 1 wiſh, thet 1 may not difÞarage wall, - 
by medlmg- with drofſie 'comforts,. when he C eth me to ol 


» Th 
2 > 


o 


Cardials; that T may not diſobey bis Law, by , minding myth © 
ſure on bis boly day, but may delight my. ſelf, on that day ofthy 
. Lord, in the Lord of that day, Q let ie gatber from Be. 
creations , with. the, Holy Father , If ordinary glals he 4 
ſach-a- price, how .precious, is 4 true, Diamond? "It 
Worlds traſh drain ſuch-joy, what joy will flow from th un 
treaſure ! | * — 
Lord, let wy chief-ft and conſtant Recreations be tow 
my beloved inthe Garden, of thy Ward, to refreſh my fu 
ſcent and ſight with the fair aud fragrant flowers of thy Prog 
and Precepts, to do the work, which thou baft given meta. 
and to enjoy fellowſhip with thy ſelf in Ordinances, till Tome 
to. that place, where Bodier: are above ſuch regs) delights, and 
Souls above -&ll- mediate communzon, and thou thy ſelf art ol 
in all. Amen, ; 


CHAP. XXV1. "4 
How. to exerciſe our ſelves to Godlineſs in on? Path” 
calar Callings. . Ht 
. . | » 51 
A® Religion muſt he our buſineſs im out Spiritudl'unl 
Natural, ſo alſo in ovr Civil Attions, "and parton. 
Calingr. The Heavenly Bodies have an influence, "nor 
. by Men and Women, but alſo on Trees and Plants:” 
holineſs of a Saint muſt be operative, not only in tnsma 
nobler excrGſes, the Ordinances of God, but likewiſe Wi 
earthly and inferiour employment. Thy dtify s, RM" 
to minde thy general in thy particiflar Calling, and roun 
t : 
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taade in Heaven, whilſt thou-art following. thy trade an 


th; Whcn thou art called co the Lard, thou-art: pot 
>m.thy labousz nay,'as thou art a-ſeryant of Chritt, 
art, bound to be. ferviceable to thy Countrey, in ſome 
atal or manual Calling 3 but thy diigence therein muſt 
ed from Conſcience, not trom Covetouſneſs z from ſub- 

" to Gods Word. not from affection to thy wealth. 
* As thy particplar Calling is che Zodiack through which 
the deily paſſe 3 ſo Godlneis mult be the, Ecliprick ue to 
0. the-midit of it > Godlineſs-muſt be the key- to 
- the Shop; Godlmeſs muſt- be the whip to drive che 
Cat, Godlineſs muſt be the Cock to call thee up to: thy 
works, Godlineſs multi be the Clock to call thee off from thy 
xk; Godlineſs muſt be the Pringpl, the rule, andithe end 
of thy work; Holinels.to the 'Lor was written pon the 
idles of the Horſes, Zach, 14.2.1. \og hs 6 | 
{>Truly Reader, thy care had necd to be_ great about thy 
wglclt it cauſe thy 'ruine : More dye by meat than by 
- By lawfull things many periſh 41 Worldy things: will 


thee, that-they may ill che «1 They thai dig deep ja» + 


tothe bowels of the Earth, haye:not (cldorn/been fifled wich 
the damps that ariſe thence. Theſe things are fo ſubj.& to 
> and deſtroy us, that God made a Law that. they ſhould 
nothe uſed before they were: purified , Namb, 31.22, 23. 
Some, axe d.ltrayed by thoſe houles which ware made to 
- defend them 3, like-Saxl, they fall on thoſe: Swords: which 
ſhould heve been for cheir fatcty,. - Particular Callangs were 
for qur gopd 3 but how often do they prove/our 
ef? Are there. not thoſe, who like Corab aud his com- 
arc (wallowid up alive of carth,.and conſumed ! - Plawy 
erves, that in, Phoſelis the hall Ghimers burneth night and 
day: The fire, (aich he, is kepr burning by water, but huenched 
by'earth : The carth of particular Vocations; hath ſometime 
out that fire of devotion, which the water of aſh 
not do. 
we da thee to take heed how: thou handleft theſe 


6, if chgu_wouldd pot prick thy fingeas, auld picace 
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thy Conſcience. | 
ons out of FSI > dd Die 3 
__ Firſt; Be diligent-in thy Calling Itis'obfcrvable, thats - 
Apoſtle adviſeth the Romans, Be not ſlotbfulb-in buſmeſs, ſurv F 
the Lord, Rom. 12.x r. Allthechildren of Adam are enjoya 

to minde their particular Callings, by vertuc of that os 
mand or threatng to their Father, Is the ſweat of thy hay 
thou ſbalt eas thy*bread, Gen. 3. Ain the Body-Poht Y : 
ih the Body-Natural;- there muſt bevorder; to.which vhs 
ehings ate requilitey*, 2, Phat evety part*be in its prog 
place, each Star itn'its own' Orb. *2. That the parts hays 
each to other a duc proportion. 43. That every makes 
do its duty; and be ſome way or other helpfull to chefs. 
dy. Idle perſons are hike Yers in the face, which received 
þ bodies nourihment, but ſexve only to disfigure'it. Thi 
that are u0 workers, in Gods account ere diſorderly walkgig; 
-1 Theff. 5; 14: Avguftvs built an dprogepile, « City voi 
buſineſs ,, but God made not the World to be a Nu eye 
; -\ The Ethiopians (as the Hiſtorian obſcryech) woul 


acquaint their. Yourh, that they were born/to labour; bye 
cultoming them'betimes to fling great ſknes. Amonglt the 
Turks, every mai mult follow ſome Trade, the'Grzad Si" 
neur himſelt not excepred. The Cenſores morum among ts 
Komens,. were to oblerve who- were diligent, who wat” 
negligent in their Vocations, and accordingly-to corn 

or condemn''them; © The Grecians, according to Sol 
Law, were great diſcouragers of thera,” that like Vermideg” 
ved 'only to cat 'what 'others earn. - The Council of. 
Arcopagites enquired how every man-hved, and pur ſhe 
ſuch as they found idle. The Devils themſ{clves #re light” 
about their deeds of darknels> Creatures void 'of dit i 
- ſerviceable! in. theis places and' ſtations; Angels, ay Gat 
tmſtlt: is/ alwayes workimg.. An idle p-rſon' cannot fads” 
cither in Heaven or Hell-a-pattcrn, Ourlives are therebitt > 
called, The Lwes of our bands; b-ciule they are to be mins 
tained” by 'Gads blefling'6n our fabours.” - 7 © 29 BY 
- The Patrjaxchs;/choſe/perſbns of renown, ' were emi 
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pains , they did not edt the bread of idlencfs : 
frequently , and- how -ardently, doth the Word -call 
ypon/05 to be:working in our particular callings? What 
xecepts doth the Scripture give for it, That you do your 
an bufineſs, 21d work with'your wy bands, 'as we command- 
ag? '1 Theſl (4. 1: What Promiſes doth God mate to 
it? He that talleth bis 121d, ſpall be ſatisfied -with bread, Prov. 
1313, 24- The foul of the diligent ſhall be mide fat, Prov. 
That 'arm which's' thoft ofed, groweth (trovget and 
y:thao-the other 77 The:more cthe-Vine irfdf 
- quinſt che! wall, the moreirrectrveth of the Suns Wartiith 
and: a | 


Influence. | : | | 
- Pliny reporteth 'of ofic Oveffims, 'who roma little piece Lig. 18, c. 6. 
-. Ar gary wealth , aid more aft hi ons 
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as Sa provide. 7 thy Family and Childre.y wichout in 
m thy calling. . Solomon t-leth us, the lefſing of the Lord un 


Tichy and the diligemt, band makgth Fich, Prov. 12.2: 3 


IG 44. 22» . 
As the nethes Milſtoneis: heavy, ' il and of (tall 
dance, yct.the upper MilGone though of greater. agility, 
quicker. diſpatch, doth not grind'without che nether 
7H ragethcx make. good meal z fo the diligent hang) 
can.do little, nay nothing without the, bing 
yatche, Bleſſing of God, though:&f ipfinite eflica 


dom do anything without the-diligent hand, bu b 
ther make a —_—_ rich 


Belides neglig enc3,about mens Vocations- is one on 
cauſe of plu. ay The prov perſan is Satans. 
;the adle man, his; Pillow 3 He- licteyh in the former, and' 
cth' quietly on, Meth tterz when! men! have nathing 
the Deyil Ui ts them awork; As « Bird that 

» ſo 15.6 mon: that wandreth rom. bis place, 
e, the Holy Ghoſt underftandeth parti 


Rokentng bw hes le De # » 2246, 4 
tow: cx, t 4s ut anger, 
the, Fowler, DE in the Snare, or 

a man that i is dil; 


ne Tani lene: by; thoſe ror | 


d ber in my own place. Friend, theys 
xoad, arc often defiled before "they-ol 
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iopileraee manner Cn and fl ij! by their 
theirpheces are lafe.and {ceure;; 


et woods is I \fraſon; arid know 
_ comtort,” chat whilcſtbot artabout thy laws 
y Cobſerving (50.4 0vayne in 1). thou are*under: 
+ 20 1 19d) 
Deal: -Nightens tv inthy Dake heed of: 
n+; believe: 6his etuthy '{c{cer # dean conſorence # | 
Leger than s full purſe. 1A lite with the fear of the 
is better. thanthe poſſe ſpons of wary wicked men, Plal, 37- 
15-/Alittle wholſom food 1s byrter-than a thoafſand > cr 
Diſhes: All;the Wealch which -is gar ih Gods way 1s 
lntybgral-the wealthiwhichjis got uyjultly, wh chodrcs 
ispojla%.)T be bleſſing of the, Logd maketh rich, ond bringeth: 
nþſargen of brart with it, Pro, 10-22, D: frauding, thy Neigh- 
bour, and{chcaing thy Cuſtomers maketh. rich, and bri 
the Com of, Hell with it. He that reſolverh to be 
ogs {it-i5 ;commanly fad ) may; oor be rich, Whey the 
js facwed up to the higheſt pin; that it 
igteady. $0 breaks ang gedlirtels is lacked up falt uno an ouc- 
| houſes \and pot Lutiered fo much as to peep into the Shop or 
Warchouſe, to take notice of. what is done there, ſuch a 
ap may gain Silver, but las he lofeth his precious 
his never dying Soul. O what a dreadfull gain 
vOget Earth -with the loſs of Heaven! ' He that will be 
=. $46, Hall (bo pact eriough in Hel. Know ye not 
; the uright covs ſral net not inderit the Kingdom of Heaven 7 
bewpt deceived, God will vet b mocked, 1 Cor. 6. 9. Do not 
*thinls (Reader): cthaugh- thou canft cheat (thy Choqmmen, 
thatghgu canſt coren God 3 ÞY, he will not, be mocked 1 
Cree ah 616 make; whatcon cole 
uadly aſcſt, 5hough thou'haſt others to. bring forth (far 2 
colour) tf, occaſion be, aud be will deal: juſtly with thee for 
ayuſtice 4, by ſending thee to: that place where there 45 
- withopt \merey; . 1 Have Trad of ag old rich cove- 
tous'wretch, that Jying\ upon his death-bed, he asked (His 
Son whether he would not do any thing: chat his Father 
Ccc 2 ſhould 
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laſt Karl ruiged it. noon: 

himfaf, that he had cozen 

when he found him po 

of his belly.” Unjaſt gain 

mi > dom pb by 

cometly away 

fair thred to tangle 

frresby a tying tongue, is a 

ſeek death, Prov. 1+ 6; . 
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| Thou, wayli work about thy carchly affaics-and all may b: 
wellz-but af chine affairs qouce work them({clves jnto thee, 
"then thow art in danger. Thy God alloweth the? to. warm 

thy lk the Sun, ,Creatuge-Cartitorts,” but not to.tura 
14 C .worlhip it; $4.54 IP | 
The: Rivers. lightly ſalute the Earth as'they paſs along, 
ad make no -jtay, but paſs forward to the Ocean. 4Thy at- 
tion: ſhould. but ſlightly couch the Earth , weeping for 
xidly- croſſes as it thou w.piſt not, and rcaycing for 
uldly.comtorts as it thou r: joyced(t not, aud ſo paſs.on to 
Ocean of thy -happinels; It's id, Grrmanicws reigned in 
the Rewans hearts, Tiberins only m the Provinces. "Thy gene- 
Talmuſt reigo in the Cuy,m thy heart 3 thy particular calling 
onlyap the Suburbs of thy hands. Reader, it the World ever 
pefatotbe.chrone of thine inward man, farewell all Religion. 
1 A read of a cuſtom among the Germans, to know  whe- 
1 er er, children be baſtards or nor, to throw chem in Fly 
wat Rheum, into the River Rhine; It they floated above, 
then. they acknowledged them to be their own 3 bur if the 
es carried 'them away, then they eltcemed them as 
i Tpely Reader, if thou,car.ſt float aboye the wa- 
hy worldly imployments, thou art #childe'of God, 
"ut if thar carry thee away by lying neer thy atfections, look 
tothy lf and fear thy condition. Tt is not . the greatne(s of 
mans Eſtate or ha. Sora fo muchas the nearneſs of it to 
heart, which will hinder holineſs, A ſmall hat held nar 
es, Will binder our fight of the Sun, which a grear 
Mountain afar off will not do. A little near the afkCtions 
will kjader our ſight of Chriſt, when thouſands far from the 

+ heart may,as imploycd, further it, Beſides, the cloſer we lay 
the flowers of our carthly -mercies to our breaſts, the ſooner 
her, A Nolegay inthe hand will continue freſh and 
Tweet; ([ as is generally obſerved) much longer than when 
it is ſtuck in the boſom. | 

+7 2+ That thy particularcalling may not incroach. ppon.chy 

 12-2y be carctull that it fteal not away thy time. Thy plety 

ader, and thy prudence is ſo to order thune affairs relating 
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"_ £ - in our Particular Callings. 


 Becatiſe the Jews ſuffered God's houſe to lic walte, therefore 
God blew upon their heaps, and waſted their wealth. 

© He that ttcaleth away time from his general tor his par- 
ticular calling, like a'thief in the candle waſteth all 3 our 
"work-on carth 15 done beſt, when our work in heaven is 
donefirſt. © Religious duties, in reference to our -worldly oc- 
cahons, 45 like ſparpening the toolr, which helpeth our work 
forward with more {peed and caſe. Maſt and Meat hinder nv 
mans thrift, was a truth viſible in the dark night of Popery. 
He that negleReth the ſervice of his God for the following 
bis trade, may put what he getteth into his eye (. as our 
proverb: is ) ang never ce the worſe; nay, like the gold of 
Tholawſs, or the Vineyard of Naboth to Abab, the prifit will 
be theperdition and ruine of the poſſeflor. They: who want 
timeto do God's work, muſt want an eternity. to receive 
God's reward. If men are fo bufie as not to attend their 
fouls, God will be fo buſie as not to beſtow falvation. I 
know, Farms, and Oxen, and Wrves do hinder many from 
holineſs 3 and I know, alſo, that they will hinder many 
from heaven, Luk, 14. 24. Matth. 22. 5. That German Prince 
who would not part with his filver to pay his Souldiers, loſt 
thereby his Empire and treaſure too. He that will not ſpare 
time from his preſent bufine(s for his future bleſſedneſs, is 
like to loſe both. ; + 
, How much time doſt thou ſquander away in long meals, 
mw ſports, in idle diſcourſe, in ſuperfluous fleep, and 
yethaſt thou the face to tell God that thou haſt no time in 
awhole day to ſeek-his favour, and to mind thine eternal 
Aicity! The truth is, thou doſt not ſo much want time as 
walletimc, 

'Donot think that it will be a ſufficient excuſe at the laſt 
Gyto'tell God, that thy devotion was negleRed, becauſe 
thy earthly occaſions abounded and preſſed upon thee. If 
thy ſervant ſhould tell thee, when he hath negleRed thy 
buſineſs of concernment, that. he could not help it, becauſe! 
he had buſineſs of his own to look after, a friend called him: 


{otheale-houſe ; wouldſt thou think that a ſufficient plea ? 
k, Ddd Believe 
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. Behieve'it, thy defence is far worlewhen thou ominteſt, 
{crvice of God for thy particular calling. Fa 
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Ariſtippus The Philoſopher could fay, That he would rather jel 
apud Plat, de bis means than bis mind, and his farm than bis ſoul. The'w 
trang.241mes Twrks, though they work their Slaves hard, will yer gy 
them time every day for food and reſt. Wilt thou, Reay 
deal worſe with thy precious ſoul, than the Tarks do wid 
their Gally-llaves ? For ſhame, man, be not fo cruel to thy 
beſt part. | 
A Sl Chriſtan, if buſineſſes crowd in upon him fo mug, 
that he cannot wait on them, and worthip God daily why 
cloſet and family as he ought, will zather, Jike a wife Max 
xiner, (when the ſhip is over-burthen'd )- caſt ſome ome. 
board, than endanger the lofs of all and himfelf too, Ting 
of caring and harveſt were very bufic times with the 
btes, yet then God would not allow them to make 
with him, Exad. 32: 21. Y 
He thats a faithful and wiſe Steward, will give everyone 
their portion, their meat 'jn due feafon 3, as he will give 
body and his family. their. portion every day; fo he'wil 
give his God and his foul their portion every day : fanh 
he is not faithful who attendeth” the Lacquey all day, and 
negleceth his Lord, much worſe is he who feedethhis ih 
and ftarveth his ſpirit. Reader, take notice that there 
time for 'all things 3 as there axe ploughing times, (© therein 
prying times: every day ; as there is daily time' fortlf 
ſhop, fo alſo for thy cloſet. When the Jewrſh daily San 
was:intermitted, as in-the days of Antiochus, it was the & 
1a1nation of deflation. | 
Iam the larger in this particular, as obſerving _ 
frfors are excecding faulty 1n ſuffering the - cankes of tier 
particular callings to devour and cat up- the gold and i 
ofttheir general callings, Sometimes they will whollyout 
family-dutics, becaule-rhe world will not permit them i 
be:ar-laifare, but too roo often when they perforny thei, 
they tum 'them off with-a ſhortecur, in a hudſfing- mane, 
(@s a Phyſician/his poor patients, though their bulinels ” 
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himconcern their lives, when, rich men ſtand.without, ex- 
ing to be called in ) becauſe the world Rayeth at their 
. -doorSto ſpeak with them. Friend, 4s a ſpecial help agaiult 
this oul-hinderance, Jet me, perſwage thee to be early. in 
the morning at. thy Religious dutics... Some men mult be 
eto betumes in the morning, ornot at all; their publick 
atfars take up the whole day, and would if it were twice as 
The devil hath a thouſand devices tomake him an 
Atheiſt all day, who negleGeth morning duties. Be not (6 
haly about thy calling in chemorning, as to, forget to take 
God along with thee. Remember this one uote, "{febe world 
gets the ſtart of Religion in the morning, Religion ſeldom" over- 
taketh 3t. al day. Something warm in the. morning, be- 
foremen go to work, is, very wholeſome. ; A warm prayer, 
wat, cofnmunion wth the bleſſed God, ig meditating: or 
reading, will help thee to, work with. more; comfort and 
courage, and may prevent infections from 4ll;fumes and 
yapoursin the day-time, . Fob had a large family, much cat- 
4 he had belides ul, pare much avi buſliacls, for he 
wasa Magiſtrafe ; yet. Job r early in the morning to offer 
ud pol put thus its — -In chic RG alſo, 
or at evening, | Iet_ nothing put by the concernments of thy 
God, and thine everlaſting eſtate; what company ſoever 
thou art in, ay as a devout ſoul I have read of, when! his 
hour of prayer was come, Tow muſt excuſe me, I muſt be gone, a 
fied (meaning his God ) ftayeth to peak with me. * 
Catorepented of three things, one of which was, That be 
bad fpent a whole day idly. Truly, Friend, if thou negleReſt 
Athy general calling, how bufie ſoever thou haſt been all day 
long about thy particular, I mult tell thee, (though an hour 
cannot be bought with the revenues of the whole carth ) 
Thu baſt pent a whole day 3d 3 and thou haſt much cauſe 
toligh out: with the Rowan Emperour, at night, when he 
had neither done nor received any good all day, Hodje diem 
frrdids, To day I have hft a day. 
Fourthly, if thou wouldlt exerciſe thy ſelf to godline(s 


in thy particular calling, Look, up to God for @ bleſſing upon 
Ddd 2 thy 
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—_:. How to'xerciſe our ſelves to Godlineſ OE 
3 thy laboxrs therein. Creatures may be the _objeQ bf thy 
Y ligence, but God alone the' objec of thy confidence. "Thy - 
ſapplication muſt'be to. God, and thy expeation ſhun” 
God. Thou canft as ſoon by thine own power addea wit 
to thy ftature, as a penny to thy purſe. Thou ſhalt remenby 
the Lord +by God, for it is he that giveth thee power to get wn 
Dewt. $18. Alltthy endeavours without God's 
are but (as Ceſa# faid of Seneca's works ) arena fine 
ſand without Ime, they will not hang together 3 it'G 
bleſs them they proſper; if he blaſt them, they periſh.” Th 
devil himfelf was fo far orthodox, Fob 1. 10. Thos 
bleſſed "the work of bis hands, and bis ſubſtance is i p 
the land. - Alas, the whole courſe of nature turneth | 
itis moved by the hand of God. It is not_ in the ( 
nature as" in frames of art ; when a Watch is made, it 
£9 t the workman be many miles off, or though 
dead 3 but there is not the leaft wheel in the 
nature which doth not depend upon God for its 
every motment. As the vapours exhaled by the 
pend {ſo much upon'it, that if that withdrawits influtn, 
they fall to" the earth'; fo do the creatures depend onG 
if he withdraw tis influence from them, they 
cometo-nothing, © '- "0 kata 
Take notice,” Reader, (to inſtance but iri one callwg 
how the genealogy of Corn and Fine, by a concatenatio 
cauſes, is refolved into Fehova: I will bear the beavens, a 
- the" beaveris ſhall Bear the tarth, and the earth ſhall hea 
tortiy- and wine, dnd oil, and they ſhall bear Fexveel, 
2T4 22. \ God hath"the kcy of food under his own gin 
P/al. 145-.16. Hence fome call the earth, God's great Py 
which he openeth for. man's profit, and ſhutteth for 
puniſhment. The Jewiſh-Rabbies call the carth, Alm 
rens, A kind Mother 5 and the rain her Husband, be 
ſhowers do farcund2te and'tnake that great Mother of 
fruitful. But as likely a Mother as the earth is to 
forth, ſhe is barren unleſs God' open her womb. 1, 
plowinlz and ſowing of the groundis trom God ; the hands @ 
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+ 0" 2 our Particular Callings. 
wen Ennot do it, without his proteRtion and- providence ; 
* andthe heads of men would not have thought of it with- 
i tis direRion and affiſtance, Iſz. 28. 24,25, 26, to the 
end; 2: When the ground is plowed and ſowed, it muſt be 
watered, or the grain will quite die; this alſo is from God 
Jong. The Monarch of Mexico was wont to take an oath 
at his Coronation, that it ſhould be what weather he 
aled ; but, Can any of the vanities of the Heathen cauſe 
rain?" Fer. 14. 22. God alone can unſtop thofe bottles of 
grew, they are all above man's reach : the moſt ſpungy 

& diftill not one drop, no more than a rock, till God 

whe word of command. He decreeth rain, Fob 28. 26, 

þ rain, Pſa!. 135. 7. and he potrreth down the for- 

nr latter rain, Det. 28. 12. Foel2.21. Fob. 5.10. He 
ereth” the body of the earth with the white mantle 

Afbow, whereby the corn is warmed, and the ground mel- 
lowed, Pſal. 147. 16. 3. The Stars, thoſe purſes of gold, 
(z0necalfeth them ) out of which God throweth down 
s,whi men gather,and bad men fcramble for,arc 

's beck and bidding, Pſal. 19. 4, 5. Mat.5.45. Fob 


alatt 

| 3. '4, The fruitfulncls of the earth after it is ploughed, 
BY d, watered with the clouds, and warmed with the in- 
hence of the Sun and Stars, is wholly from God : Thow 
cmmneft the year with thy goodneff, and thy paths drop ſatnef, 

Fad, 65. pt Heb. 6. 79. This ſome of the Heathen acknow- - 


ledged b the light of Nature and therefore when they 
yait'ro plough in the morning, they did lay one hand 
onthe plow, (to ſpeak their own part to be painfulne(s) 
'hold the other hand up to Ceres, the goddefs of corn, 

to tellific their expeRation of plenty to be from their ſup- 
Deity. How cafily can God blaſt all the corn in the 
held, or 'blow upon it in the barn?!” if he do but will 
It, itis done. The whole Creation indeed is but a glaf 
without a bottorn, which cannot ſtand of it felf, but as God 


oo to hold it up. The Phil-fophers cell us, the Sxn and 
Manbegcet a Man; the S»n and the earth bringforth corn; 


and Tpeak of the Sun in every thing as « principle cflicient-: 
DBdd 3 But 
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Plal, 137+ 
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But the Divines tell us more truly, God and the 
God and the earth cauſe harveſt ; God by the cx | 
all things, God is the qnly principal cfficient ; the ku) 
felt, and all other creatures, axe but Jivele(s infttamen 
mov:d and acted by God according to his purpoſe and lo 
ſare/ Except the Lord build the bauſe, they labour in vain 
build it. It is in vain for you t0 riſeupearl, to ſit up late, an 
to eat the bread of ſorrows, Pſal. 127, 1, 3. Apricock tas 
that depend upon their own ſtrength, leaning on nothine 
( as experience teacheth us) bnng forth little or no fx 
when they that lean on the wall abound in cluſters. 
way to thrive in thy trade, is not to truſt to thy own, 
or hands, but to truſt in the Lord for a bleſſing 
endeavours. Fa 
Fifthly, 1/ rho doſt profter in thy calling, let God alone 
the praiſe. Do not ſacrifice to thy own net, Hab. 1. 19: 
the Jews ) as though by thy skill and wiſdom thou hi 
met with ſuch a draught ; but confider, the provides d 
God hath brought in all thy profit. Beware when thy 
and thy flocks multiply, and thy ſilver and thy gold is 
left thine heart be lifted up, and thow ſay in thine heart, 
and the might of my hands bath gotten me +his wealth, 
14.-t0 18. - Man 1s apt to make himſelfhis Idol, and to'# 
tribute all to his own pains and prudence, Men bodf, fa 
Lazther, Hoc ego feci, & hoc ego teci, and ſhew y 
meer fxces : They brag, This I have done, and this 1 
and thereby appear py nothing but dregs. God took it 
Tyrus ſhould ſay, By my traffick and my wiſdom I bave i 
my wealth: and telleth her, That ſhe had ſet ber beart ah 
heart of God, Ezek., 28. 3,4, 5- 'y 
The Iſraelites were commanded to bring their fri 
fruits to God, whereby they acknowledged him the owns. 
and author of all their increaſe, Exod.23.16, 19. Levit,23.16 
The very Heathen were ſomewhat ſenſible of this ;.1 
Metapontines, after a plentiful harveſt, which had | 
riched them, dedicated an harveft cut in gold to Apolls 
god, Praiſe the Lord, O Feruſalem ; fraiſe thy God, 0 q 
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Bur be (maketh peace in thy borders, and filleth thee with the 
fiaefefthe wheat, E/al. 147.12, 13,14. WhenGod fendeth 
thee in profit, thy 'dury is to give hun praiſe. Do not bury 
Gud's mercies as the barren earth the fred, that when once 
xthrown.jnto the ground, we hear no more of it, God 
exp:Heth, as the trees by their leaves in Autumn pay their 
tribute of thanks to the earth, the mother of their fruit- 
fularſs ; fo that we ſhould honour him when he heapeth fa- 
yours 0N us. 

Some men are like Fiſher-mens Weels, wide to receive 
in mercies, but chere is no paffage out for the returning of 
praiſes. Thoſe places where the Rivers are ſhalloweſt, make 

(ound; thoſe where they are deepeſt are moſt 
filent; Men while they are poor, found with prayers, make a 
great noiſe for mereies 3; but when God bleſſeth - them with 
weakh, they are frlent in regard of thanks 3 they are lifted 
vpwith pride; but look not up to God with praiſe. 

It is reported of Willigis a Wheelers ſon, thar being made 

chb1 of Meniz, and one of the Prince Electors in 

he did- conſtantly acknowledge God's great pro- 


videncein his great preferment ; and therefore gave in his 
Coat of Arths #hree Wheels, with this Motto, C written m 
bis bed-chamber in great letters ) Willigir, Willigir, recole 
md bemeris:; Willigis, Wulgir, remember from whence thou 


aft Thus holy Fac:b in his profperity remembred both 
former poverty, and his preſent plenty, to its Author's 
praiſe, O' God of my father Abraham, I z»r not worthy of the leaſt 
ef all thy mercier, and all thy truth which thu haft ſhewed uma 
Wy roam : for with my ftaff I paſſed over this Fordan, and now 
law become two bands, Ger. 32.9, 10. So do thou, Reader, 
' when God blefſerh- the work of thy hands, ponder his 
goodneſs,” that thou: maiſt give him his praiſe, and think of 
thy own unworthine(s 3 thereby thou maiſt be preferved 
trompride. Itis reported of that noble Captain Iphicrater, 
that being enriched, he ſhould cry-out, From how ſnall, to 

bow great'en eftate amr Þ raiſed 
"'Smthly, Cabowr for comtentednefl, and an holy compoſedneſt 
in 
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How to exerciſe our ſelves to Godlineſe "0 


# 3” | 


in all conditions : Let your converſation be-without en 
and be content with ſuch things as ye have, for be bath'ſy 
will never leave thee nor forſake thee, Heb. 13. Thy duty 
to have the ſcale; of thy mind equally poiſed in allpmy 
dences; not riſmg in proſperity through lightnefl, nor 
in adverlity under the keavineſi of the load. As the ug 
bendeth this way and that way with the wind, but. 
keepeth its place 3 ſo thou mailt yield according to the 
of providence, but (till retain and keep thy fianding, thy 
picty. If thine eſtate decreaſe, let nat thine heart deſpair z if the 
world flaw in, let not thine heart flow out. Oit was an && 
cellent lcfſon which Paul had learned, I know in what flu 
ſoever I am to be content ; I know how to be abaſed, and In 
bow to abound; I know bow to be full and he to be 
Phil. 4.11. Paul was not like a Muſical Inſtrument, outa 
tune with every change of weather > but like a Cypich 
tree, which no ſtorms ( Naturaliſts tell us ) can alter; and 
like the hill Olympus, above all winds and weather. 

Some men are like. the leaves of a- tree, which» eve 
wind ſets a ſhaking and trembling or like a bone out 
joynt, which a man cannot ftir without pain, if the world 
do but trown upon them, you may ſec it un their faces, they 
arequite dejeed with forrow : O how heavy preſentlyae 
their hearts, as if chey had loſt their heaven! It is toy: 
feared that bough is rotten, which breaketh if but a ludh 
weight be hung upon it; A godly man ſhould be like a Rock 
immovable, though high winds and boiſterous wayes 
P. ovidence blow and beat upon him z and like a Die, how- 
ever he be thrown, always to fall upon a ſquare. The Tu 
veller need not murmur, though his Inn afford him hut 
mean fare, and an hard bed, when he knoweth that i 
muſt be gone next morning. The Ox is not happier which 
hath two or three mountains to graze on, than. the Be 
which feedeth upon that dew which falleth daily frome 
ſtore-houſe of heaven. If thou haſt ſecur'd thine everlaſting 
cltate, the boundleſs God is thy portion, and ſurely then thay 
owomas a ſpring full, under the moſt ſcorching Prov 

cnce. | 
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4 Start 91 re Fg he, 
2 Sale @mir rl wy lifes, od Wok 
(f L rial ber.1, 4 if the, Fill ba- 
me. avill thank beqp of ſhe will ror pee, T youll nas; 
with te bow ſhe pleaſeth, 1 pill thank hex. So, 
thy heart will be in an excellent frame j Wh = 
aſtthank God .winga be enzicherh, thee, !ang, 
ep he impoveriſheth-chee 3- if Yar Ra kd ga 
planes oxtbee with; the. light. raf las Hi ht 
| | if hef trown þy. ſome fad Providence, : CNN 
ank h ——_—_ he is at Addition, and thank him 
is. at SublixaQion 3  thavk'hinn giving $0 thee, pra 
coking from. thoe;z Ojhaxe is an heart Warnh s 
"Truly the want of this calmneſs and compolgdne 
, i$agreat impediment to Chriſtians. © Alas, Wher 
EE TP 
in, but they rankle and fefier ,, .no-{ 
leh nes but mo faint and are ada; how 


| = [05 
IT doy his wear '% op an — to the. 
£ the re] and affrightments* of the 
they may aſſault the qu5r monks ) can never , 
EE Royal Fore of his beaxr. 
lyway,. Reader, ' to fog. chine 35; kt. 
loſe" it ia God's-will : thole that, grumble at and 
el at his dealings, do byt bke 4 Bull inthe] my the 
Bird 
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; w/'that thy hopes nl ir: in 
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EE our Partiewlar Calling. 355 
_ it is Fall tide in in ; regard of -) hems Too I may 
ith pride \ nor when it is low water, grumble through 
m_—_— # the \ mafich of betty) holy \tomtentedaift 
| heaves. Why ſhould I rejoyie'my. worſt endmy, 
 diſhonozr my bet friend by being fretſul at that which, the 
only wile Godſeeth to be fit and needſul : The han Ox is fitter 
device than- the fatted one. The tre I(raclite may well. be 
Wifed ins bis jorrney to Canaan with bis Hamer a day, with 
atoite-megſwnre, and bis Fathers allowance. Wha, i hrugh 
ber deny we that entertainment at * prof, which he giveth 
s, yet T have bis love now, and the inheritance here- 


bat he mine. 7 A will give grace and glory, and 


n0 $00c thing will he with-hold from them that walk 
npnghtly. Lord, let me never diſcredit thy bouſe-keeping, by n.y 
ambling Ws 3; or frowning countenance ; . but ſo by the 
ff aith, bel thoſe things which are inviſible, 
| Na things give thatks ; like ſore birds, fing even 
Tein, and as cloaths. died in grain, retain my- colour 1n all 
hers 4. that when the Fig-tree doth not bloſſom, nor the 
fin Yietd; her fruits when the Iaboux of the Olive, ſhall 
my i 'the fields yield. no meat z-. then I may rejayce Tal 
2d, and be glad in the Gud of my ſalvation. , In 
1 wiſh that 1 may. like the wiſe Merchant, (cll all T have 
uy the pearl of great price ; che gold tried if the fire, 
| may be rich 3 the white raiment, that I may be 
athed : and drive ſuch a conftant trade with my God in the . 
ther Porld, bearing from 5/5 and ſending thither daily, that 
phos "the King of Terrors ſhall grove. me a Writ of Eaſe e from | | 
pparticular calling, I may dic .in the Lord, reli from my, | 
997, and have my works following me through free grace, 
"4 Mpeg ans Eternal. weight of glory. Amen. | 


4+ > 4 


—— | S., : 

44 - * 234K YET, + 
SAY. 3 3 TY A 2h biag7tt 
183.4 3] v4<- 448+ * v» by 

i » Z ” i . 


PT. mg 
"Y of gs 


the Incrodu- M He ie Minificr of che Word being a Calling boy 
& on. . others. of greateſt weight, "as 'ſer up by the ever} 
G08. for the Sibas of hitmfelf the' d«(Erved* praile 
curious, crernal, and influitely wiſe putpoſez, ory 
yment of the Lotd Jeſus Chriſt, the precious fu o 
blou oudy Paflion, by the turning of firmers fro. darkndF 
tghr, and from the power of Satan'to God:: In bh a the 
pleaſed to commir to men (duly qualified and rj; 
the Word if parmw=roet .and commune hen 
name, . as is s, to omar he a 
perſiwade and beſeech rebettious finners, with all can 
and np one { asthey would not have the blood 
peoples ſouls required at their Mands) to acc | 
mit to.thole Articles of Grace and Pardon. 1 __ D 
That \fikce my God hath counted re faithful, pur ma! 
the Miniſtery, ant eritruſted me wich that which q & 
relateth'to his own glory, and which {0 highly cor < 
ARs 20.28, The Eternal felicity of precious ſouls, That 1 maj tak q 
The Proper- 94 ſelf; and to all the flock over which the by 4 uf 
ties of a Mi me Over-ſcer, to feed the Church of God, which iy 
niſter. Purchaſe 7d with his own blood. 1n particular 1 wiſh, 1 
$47 111; ; ang y know experimentally what ile fomey eaneth, 
, * - fore travel with others, till Chriſt in chem 
I may diſſwade from compliance with lin, 4 PE 
an hearty acceptance ofthe Saviour, tot'by hearſay," 
ſecond hand; but upon my own kgowledge of the bitter 
of the former, and the'goodnefs and-fiweetnels of the'la e 
Let me notlike fome Cooks, drefs that meat for othets 
which I cat not of myſelf ; Let not my Sermons be ('#" 
Minerva ) the children. of my brain, but the travel of wy * 
foul, that I may ſerve my God with my ſpirit in the Goſpel of 
Wo 
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Sans and a52triuc veſſel of the Sanuary, have within 'me 
| ot that water of hte, which I pour out to others. 
ti to fall znto- hell trom under che Pulpit, but.ah 
how |-i$it to drop thither out of it ! Doth not my 

-txemble to 'think, that it -+5 poſſible for me, like- che 
unbelieving, Spies, tocoaft the heaven!y Cangan, to commend 

others, and. yet never to polleſs it ray Iclt! that whilt 
preach. to others, 1 my ſelf may be 4 caft-ewa) ! Lord, let me 
bexalt thee in my. hearty a5 my chicteſt good 3 in my. life, 
$ Mine utmoſt end; and preach fo effetually to my own 
ul and to others, : That 1 may both ſave my ſelf and them that 


we... | 
Þwiſh that che ſpring of my motions, and principle of all That he 'mwy- 
wwprk,: may: be fove to myMoſter, and! not expeRatian 42 from a 
idly right princis 


. of | reward : . That 1 tnay acver-be-ſo.f0 
& to. (cl the mcomparable . Saviour tor #'little cor- 
muptible Glver.3 to turn my Fathers houſe wto an houſe of 
© merchandize 3 and to cry up my God, asthe Epbefiens their 
| daſs, becauſe by that craft they bad their wealth z buc 
at wofeigned affection to the bleeding head, and teuder 
walion to bis blefed members, may be al the oyl to 
kedithat) lenp wherewah I cnlghten others in the way- to 
i Ochat that pathctical affctionate expreſſion of my 
areſt Redeemer,might ſound often in mine cars,and pierce 


foal, 1/ how bf me, feud my Lambs; f thou ou 


Tdebre that my ends in the Miniſtery may bg: parelyito 
rhe name of my God, m the convetlion and 
dibcation of lis precious and choſen ones. That 1 may nat 
k ngzs a thief apicklockto open:mens coffers; but 
key to open their hearrs;. that the truth of God, .afd the 
God of truthirgay- enterin.- Why ſhould Þ propbane © 
w0us-an Ordinance by fo-poirſonous an: end, and (erve. my 
_ Eif like the Eagle, by having my eye co the prey whillt I 
ſoar doit, and pretend to the world that i ſerve ray. Saviour | 
lat nicaothike Balzom, Divine;for mony,ner through 


covesouſs 
ft; at) ſeigned words, makg merchandep.! of ineftimable rey 
bell, - whi 


ple, love to 
God ; 


And for ri 
ends, the . 
ry of God, 
and the fſal- 


vation of 
ſouls, 
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*Whith Chrilt thoupht'worth, his preciohs blood. 


t'ſek, Horm &s goods,” but good; nt 

OM born Ns he tht they might Crete 

rag ER at the bottom of tmy heart, 'irr- 

-Ofce;, thin I'may; as Abrabart's Stewatd, 

my Maſter”s Son and. enable me chrough- 

er forth the beauty of his Perſon, the etl ws 
"and the valtne(s of his portion\;-that 1 may 


©; andprevail perf my prople' ay a chaſte 


I with That b>cauſe che work I am occupied a 
,$#eat, in regard it is not for man, but for the Lord; tat 
< Prager Aboliab tor the ſervice of the Sand 


Pillars i mr ror Raſt and cover it with uf 
powerful Application. I wouldnot, like lomo young 
keepers, | 
:6Þ | 
'#ork;; that F-may | | | 
ſury things both new and old. Lord; let a double portich 
thy Spirit be' poured on-me, and let thy bleſſing prof 
my ſtudies; that I may be an able Miniſter of the NewTg 
ment, v4 of the Letter, but of the Spiritz, a workman'th 
needeth not to be aſhamed, _righth dinday Na. $ 
nh 2' Cor? 06.© 7 & I bY 
to of willy that ſince Lan a fleward of the myſteries of m1 
" andl that it is required of a fteward that be be found faithful, 
, I nay! ipon no/pretence be falſe ro.the fouls of: my 
f ) that may not danb with untempered morter, or ſow lows 
w3:dey- wigs eiBows for any gain or advantage zrbut may-bed. 
' Barnabas; 'a fon 'of conſolation to the ent 3 a Boanegel 
for ef theater ragthe prefurnptuous, that knowing the tex 
of the "Lord I may perſwade mey, and give to every. wt 
ele prota: and proper,portion in dueſ{caſon. . Olet; 


| 39 t bo curious: to provide meat toothſome for 
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+ "thts, to the feedivg of their diſterapers, (-lke Ahab's 400 
Sracher-chaplains, who ſold their Lords life at the cheap 
Site ofa be) but as Micai2h be caretul ro diſtribute food that 
& wholcſome and ſuitable -to. their (cveral: ſpiritual conftits 
mdons. Though my patients may be angry at preſent, when. -:: 
Ifarch their teftered wounds to the bottom, and- thereby 
put them-to pain, . yet when upon my faithful dealing 
they! recover, they will give me hearty. thanks. . It; was 
the aying of Mavritizs the Emperour, when he: heard that 
Pliers Was a coward, If he be a c:ard, be is a uturiherer; 

” Pld: fcartul to tell men ot cheir fins, 1 murder their fouls, 
Lord, when I am viſiting my pariſhioners iu private, or 
preaching to th:m in publick, cauſe me to. hear thy voice 
"behind me 3 ben I ſay unto the wicked, that beſhall ſurely die; E*<K-3 2% 
undthow giveſt him no warning, nor ſpeakeſt to warn the wickgd 
from bis wicked way, that he may live, the ſame. wicked man 
ſhall die in bus iniquities, but his blood will 1 require at thine 
bard. 

Idefire that I may not be obnoxious to the: cenſure of a 4: 194ultr> 
wield and ſlothful ſervant 3 not of wicked, by hiding my ſins **** 
athecloak of excuſcs; nor of (othful, by hiding my ta- 
"Ent in the napkin of idlendfs ; but may mind the warkof the 
Minitery, and make it appear that both in my preparation 
for, and execution of my office, I labixer in the Ward and 
"Defrine. My time aud parts are not mine own, but (under 
Gd ) my peoples, and to be' improved for their profit, If 

- en die for robbing fingle perſons, what ſhall betall me, 
fhould I be ſuch a thief, as to rob the poor, the rich, and 
Indeed the whole pariſhes ſtock ! My prayer is, that I may "RPE "S. . 
at offer to th: Lord my God that which coſt me nothing, that' on 4 0% 
my meat which I ſer before the fimily committed to my: office. 
charge, may not be ( like Ephraim. halt-baked') raw or. 
crude, and (o unmeet tor their ſtomacks to concoRz becauſe 
ofty negligence in! preparing it 3 that I may. give attenJance , 1 Tim. 4.13, 
lareading, meditate on thoſe things, give my (elf wholly t9 them, I'S» 
that my profiring may appear to all men. They chat ſpend upon 
the "main fieck where” ic is bur ſmall, will quickly -prove 
e2 wail -"'If> baukrupts. 
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bankrupts. My layings out are conſiderable, my comingsz 
had need tobe anſwerable. Surely if any in the world * 
ſhould feed Might, ſhould” ſtudy, read and pray hard, this 
? ſhould do it who carry ſo many in their wombs, or give 
In the execu-, many fuck. I with that T may be induſtrious as wel 
- Gtonof hi® rearing the Temple, as in providing materials; thatl my 
Office. cheerfully ſpend, and be fent in the ſervice of Chriſt. MyS 
© viour wastakento be fifty, when he was little above thing; 
by reaſon of his exceſlive induſtry, his very count 
was aged, O my foul, follow thou this bleſſed pattern 
not play, but work the work of bim that ſent thee in the Lig; 
improve all opportunities to the utmoſt, be inſtant in &@ 
fon andout ofſcaſon, ſerve thy God with all thy ſtrength; 
like fuel confurne thy (elf in burning to warm the (put & 
the Saint, and to thaw the frozen heart of the ſinner. Thy 
F- work is of infinite conſequence, thy time is exceeding 
* thy reward is glorious and eternal : Up, and be doing, und, 
| like the filk-worm, wear out thine own bowels ;tok 
others rakednefs, waſte thy ſelf to prevent thine ownand 
others-endleſs woe. Be thou a fruitful mother to conceine 
aid bring forth new creatures, though thou conceivelt with 
forrow, and bringeſt forth with much pain, and thy laboun | 
at laſt ſhould coſt thee thy life. £4 
$s.CompsMio- * Idefire that I may be tenderly affced to all the ſouls in 
nate ro ſouls. rhy charge, as knowing their worth, and b-licvingl 
& what concernment their unchangeable eſtates are in the 
# other world ; Lord, what melting bowcls ſhould I hays” 
WOES) - towards them, when I conſider that every one of them-mulff 
be | die within a few days, and either live in heaven, or friew 
, F hell to all eternity / My Saviour was a faithful and merak 
WE 0 High 'Prieſt; He had compaſſim on the multitude, whonthy 
bad nothing to eat, and would not ſend them away empty, 
they ſhonld faint in the wilderneff. O that I had bur that pity: 
for the foals, "which he had to the bodies of men ! Natuie | 
will help me to pity a body without a ſoul, why ſhould wb 
Grace teach'me to pity a ſoul without a God ? Lord, with” 
I bchold wounded, bleeding, dying fouls, let mine Xt 
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to thi Calling of « Miniſter. 


ap = | | 
ety heart with ſorrow, -that both mine eyes and heart 
my be up; to thee, with the greateſt importunicy for a 

# upon my moſt diligent cndeavours for their reco- 
Srv, Make'me fo tender and affe@ionate a mother, that'I 


| may paticnely bear. with the frowardneſs, and willingly 


p-through with the burden of inftrufting my children. 

h others nurſe children for rhe Ive of wages, let me 
curſe mine tor the wages of love, Let all my actions towards 
them flow from ſincere affe&ion to them, and not only my 
| and comforts, but even my rod of reproot, like 76- 
be dipt m this hony. When Iam rcbuking then 


- 
= 


« euttingly, and frighting them from fin wich the fear of che 


wenchable fire, let all my bitcer pills be given in this 
@tfytrup oHove, that they may know and acknowledge 
my grezecſt anger againft gheir fins to proceed” from atender 
vpeRt and love to their immorral ſouls. 
=T wiſh that being a ſworn fouldier of the Lord of Hoſts, 
whitſocyer trials and tribulations I meet with in my. holy 
warfare, whatſocver dangers and death ſhall Took me in 


|  theface, I may never flie from my colours, or forlake rtiy 


in, but endure hardſhip as a good ſouldier of Feſus Chrift. 

T firſt liſted my (elf in his Mulſter-roll, I underſtood 

the grievous hardſhips, and various hazards, which all his 
Army, but eſpecially his Officers, muſt encounter with ; That 
mM. the Gofpet is; as Luther ſaith, to draw the batred of the 
world upon 2 man ;, yea, that carth and hell would both 
wnlpice and plant their ſtrongeſt Batterics agaiuſt che Bul- 
an of the Church ( under God ) the Miniſters of - the 
z notwithſtanding all which, I cntred my name as a 
Voluntecr, and memes, fr live and die in his quarrel; and 
hall I now, becauſe the enemics appear numerous, and the 
bullets flie thick, like Peter, deny my rightcous cauſe, and 
my glorious Captam. - Lord, let me die with thee ra- 


ther than deny thee, enable me through thy ſtrength to be ready 


wt only #0 be bound, butt to die for zhename of the Lird Feſws. 
My onlyſafety confifteth in keeping doſe to my Saviour? 
ould 'F through cowardlineG ran away, 1 muff exp:& 
ge. Fit 2 Marſhal 


6'Full of cou- 
rage» 


Marſhal Law.” If an man draw back,, thy ſuxl will bow Wh 

pleaſicre in bim, 11, like Jonah, ſhould run from thyas. i © 

ſence, as unwilling to deliver an unwelcome maligne - 

muſt expe& a ftorin'to follow after me, and either + 

waves to {wallow me up, or the Whale to. ſwallows - 

down; I ſhould but goout ofthy bleſſing into the warmig- 

If the ſervice of my God be not in all r:{p:&s the beli;wh - 

did I chife and lkeiit ? if it be, why ſhould I xefulb at” 

leave it ? My cauſe i4.good, I hght _ in and 

deſperate and bloudy encmics 6t my foul; ; my 

better ; after a temporal conflic, followeth an etern 

of glory. ( O my foul, be thou faithful unto death, and 

have a Crown of life.”) But my Captain is bejt of all, he 

upon me, goeth before me, fighteth for me, and as helewb. | 

eth mc on to this trial, {o he wall pot, like the devil andthe 

world, who leave their ſervant$ and lovers in the lar 

but bring me «f with triumph, cither (afc 'on carth; 'ox" 

to heaven, - Lord, whatſcever dirt of calumny 

thrown in my face, whatſoever dart of cruchky ſhall be fl 

in my body, for keeping the word of thy patience in an yu 

temptation, yet (ct none of theſe things move me, neither las 

count my life dear unto me, ſo that | may finiſh my corle with 

joy, and the Minijtery which 1 hawe received of the L rd. Jelungh 

teftifie the grace of God, + 
The ſeveral _ Asto the preaching of the Goſpel, which is the priogp 
duties of a Work of the Mmilicr, astcing the main engine in che hand 
Miniſter. . of God, wherewith he vndermineth and nc, 1 

I 


LN arp ſirong holds of fin, and the kingcom of darknets,; I 
that 1 may prepare for this work diligently, cver 


this weapon warily, deliyer the meſſage of my God ſobetlih 

( as may be moſt for his glory, and my peoples good!) 

with the enticing words of mans wiſdom, but in the demon 
His Sermons jon of the Spirit, and of power. - To this end I deſire, 


muſt be che 
+ Fruits of fep- 
vent prayer 


my- Sermons may be like Monica's ſin , chi'dren of may 
prayers and tears, and thereby the more unlikely to pet 
Luther faith, He that prayeth hard, fludieth hard. L 

jy. Sermons, as dew, le hearen-born, that they rnay dp. 
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" doatiapon My people like rain; upon the mown graſs. Let | 
aver. be. the key. to open the mytteries of Chriſt .co. me, 
ad letiprayer beithe turning otthe key, to lock'.them up 
GEwichip me. [Let prayer (open! and: (hut , all my* books, 
form and write; begin and. conclude every Sermon. Ah, 
bow: ſhould be pray both for his p:eaching-and before he 
geatheth, who,: by every Sermon, preacheth his bclovad 
- deighbours.into cterffal; burnings, or eternal pleaſures ! 
4 wiſh alſo, for the furtherance of the former - ends, that Preached 
way preach over every Sermon tomy Owe heart, bifore over firſt to 
| a peck to my hearers: that 1 preaching teelingly, *'> 992 foul. 
may preach the more effetually 3, and che milk of the Word | 
coming. warm out of the mothers breaſts, may be, as more 
atural,, fo more pleahng. ahd nouriſhing tothe children. 
A owl 1, like a Lawyer, plead the cauſe of my ' God 
nyfees ) and not at all have.my own perſon concerned 
| wit? Olet me rather, as a Phytician, drink of thoſe potions 
myGlf, which I preſcribe and admimilter ro'my patients. 
+ Idetire, that 1 may never dare to play the Huckiter with ,, 2 
the, Word of God, to fophilticate or. adulterate it' by my preach the 
© additions to it y but that T may receive from the Lord, what 1 Word. 
* deliver to men ;, and feed all my charge with the fincer” milk »+ Purely, 
the Word, that they may grow thereby. It it be treaſon to 
counterfeit the Kings coin, what hightreaſon is it for me to 
. Wprint the King of Kings ſtamp.on my braſsmony ?-O thac 
ulam an Ambaſſador, 1 might keep cloſe to my inſtruRi- 
an&/and as a Builder, may lay every ttonc in-his Temple by 
belive and rule of his Word ; and as a Phylicnn, may ne- 
+ try experiments upon the ſouls of my people, but 
buld fajt to the form of wholeſome words, and ever preſcribe 
thoſe cried and approved receits, which the great Phylician 
hath ft me under his own hand. Becauſe my work is-to , p1ajnty 
touch and pierce .my hearers hearts, and yot to tickle and 
pleaſe their cars, I wiſh, that I may preach a ctucitied Sa- 
Niour, in a crucified ſiyle : That I may not blow up my Ser- 
= ( as Butchers ſome joynts of meat, to make: them 
fazer ) with a windy pomp of words but by «ſing al 
Fit 3 plainnef, - 
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, and-ſtooping to the loweſi capacity, may bag | 
things t0 all men, that T gvdy firve ſome," am a barka <. $ 
my-- people, w hilt I preach to chem in. an unknowns 
£aage; ſtave their-ſouls, whitth Tgive them ſuch'meark - 


ey can/never "digeſt. - Let me: not 'read Authory, 


-Butter-flie goeth to flowers, only to gild her wings; but 


the Bee, to- gather hony, and bring ug home to the hing 
the ſupply of her young, Lord, let me gever be guilty 


; Paihting the windows, Cy light of thy- glork 


- &. Prudently, 


Goſpel from ſhining powerty © the hearts of man 
women. | % - 02 I4g oF 
My prayer is,” That I may not n the hands 
Ex igon ſadden the hearts thay but be able 
diſtinguiſh detween'the- vile and the precious, and ac 
dingly giye them their ſeveral (portions: That Irhny: 
milk to babes,' and ftrongimeat to ſtronger men 3 orde 
preſcriptions ſuitable to their particular conſtitutions; & 
the needle of the Law, to make way for the thread of 
GefpA 3 and lead my ſheep, as Fab drove his | 
they were able to bearit - and as Chriſt taughe- his;/4 


were beſt able to hear him. O that T might not only prev 


prudently, but alſa powerfully : that my Sermons muy ie 


delivered; not as Prologues to a Play, as matter of ſports. 
paſtime 3 but as the metfage of an Herald, with all magits 
able ſcrioufnels and tervency, as containing conditions | 


life and death. '- The Word is an hammer, but it will newt 


break the Rony heart, if lightly laid on : what is i 


coldly, is heard careleſly, Lord, let me not, like the Mat 
give ſome light without any heat, but cauſe me | 
my voice like a trumpet ; to give (as fire) heat as well ash 

to-be eaten up with the Zeal of thine bowſe , to 


poor ſouls to be happy , with as much tervency, as C 


were. begging for my lite ; and to preach 6 


fully, that I may raiſe up much ſpiritual ſced to my edt 
brother. : 


2. To pray , E wiſh, Thar all my Paniſhoners, without exception; q 
for has people, have { deep aſhare im my affcRion, upon a Religious I 
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{ that without ceaſing, I may make mention of them always 

waers : That my hearts d:fixe and prayer -to- God? 

. +96 private and publick,, tor poor and rich, may 

E tf they may be ſaved. O.Jct ime daily offer ſacrifice 
frthem, confeſs. their iniquities, bewail their milery, and 
y wightily to God tor mercy. Lord, let me. prevail with 
M Mojeſy to {peak to their hearts, and I ſhalliprevajl with 
anto hearken to thee 3 yea, I ſhall tiand b: fore thee at the 

it day with courage, and ay, Behold, here am I, and the 

children which thou haſt given me. | 

"Becauſe the ſmall keels of children are quickly over- 
- turned, ( when they meer with the high wk of tempta- 


tions, 35 they fail along in the ſea of this, world: ) if they be 
tiot ballaſied with the principles of ge Oracles of God, I: pray, * 

"Imay be a diligent inftrudter of babes, and: a faithful 
Teacher of the ſimple : That: I may (eaſon, through God's 
kelp, thoſe new veſſels, with the precious water of life, 'that 
they. may retain their (avour to their old age :- that. the 


ns one my people may, , from their childhood, 
now th 


e holy Scriptures, be wiſe to falvation, through 
Gith which js in Chriſt Jeſus. * | 
" Iwiſh, That in the adminiſtration of the Sacraments, I 
may have an impartial regard to the fitneſs and mectnels of 
the ſubjeQs, leſt I ſet thoſe [precious ſeals bf the Covenant 


3» To Ca les 
chize. 


4. To admini- 
ſter the Sa- 
craments. 


ofGrace to Blanks, whereby they ſhowld: Gignifie.nothing, - 


elpecially that about the Lord's Supper, as I would not be 
artaker of other mens fin, nor be an inſtrument of fur- 
bermpg their eternal ſuffering, Lmay be tender, and walk 
lager by the rule of Scripture. O let me neverpollute 
| that kicred Ordinance, by giving, it to: prophane perſons z 
wrbe {o prodigal of my dearclt Saviour's blood and body, as 
togive. thoſe holy things to dogs, and to caſt thoſe: pearls 
keine, who will trample them under their feet. Ah, 
tis muchbetter that ſuch ſcandalous ſinners ſhould be ans 
$9 with me-on carth, tor my wholeſome ſeverity, than 
wwe ever .in hell for my fooliſh pity,' and fouls 


ning flattery. 
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g. To v.lichis I with, That like a faithful Shepherd; I. may ofren wi 


flo k, and t© -myflock, and warm every one night and Hay with tearys, 
A ur age *not) as'a 'careleſs non-Reſident, expoſe them tothe 
F ©: fore, as nd crudly of this devouring wolf; by my abſence 
occaſion ſha 1 them, or' by my negligenze when preſent among them, 
b:, Lit another day, .wher it's too late; they cry tO Me, a 
c ittiplain-of me, Sir, ifthow bait been here, our (ul had 
died. ''The Pricft under the Law viſited the Ciſpedai' 
leprous houſes, enquired how it was with them; anda 
' founchit, {6 gave fencence.-'O that I might, under the'& 
ſpel, viſit diſcalcd hearts, and diligently enquire- how thin 
ſtand betwixt the great God and their poor ſouls, and 
them- ſuitable, Eavoury and profitable advice. T 
therefore deſire a great' Auditory, becauſe among many fi, 
- there ib the greater probability thar' the baits of the 
{pcl will take and catch fome yet ther fore T ſhould 
a ſmall Pariſh, becauſe thereby I atn in, the greater capagy 
to deal with every one init in particular, about the as. 
cerntnents: of their everlaſting peace: Lord, ler, thy ting 
command frequently cotne'into my ming, I rg tha b. 
= fore Grd, and 1he Lird Feſus Chrift, who (hall Judge the gi 
and dead at his appearing, and bis Kingdom : preach the wal 
be inſtant in ſeaſ.n and ont of ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, exhart, wil 
5 ans all l-ng-ſaffering and dofirine, 2 Tim. 4.1, 2 Dy” - 
good example L wiſh, that 1 may'be as the Baptiſt, both a when / 
n his conver- ;n my Sermons, ahd-a" ſhining light in my converſation, | 
ſarion, my works give-the he to my words; whilſt }, as M 
dire others in the right way, but walk not in it my! 
The-Pricfts under the Law had their Urim and Thamnil, 
fgnifymg purity! of dofirine, and ſanttity of life 1, a bell a 
pomgranate, a bell and a pimgranute, typitying, that prea 
and ;practice 'muſt go together. O'rhart might prea 
powerfully by my. life, as by my lips; and, like a' fa 
nurſe, avoid the feandals of difiempers, ( and-even 
thoſe meats which T love, though lawful m themſelves, 
not exp=dient) not onlyfor tny own fake! but-aHgfor! 
fikes to whom” I give- [ucki *Naziant'n faith of” hilt | 
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wes the voice of ane ceying 2p tbepvityirul,: Thatihe las all 
e's wict in his habit, a voice uuhis:ditr, @xpicein) hibidoay 
yexlation. Lord, coablc me malt 1 frewbnyifin ate There: 7. | 
irrnef $oed works. to my: pcople, to belſuch; yn: exmpta t Tix, 4;\x4. 
birogys im word, in converſation, in charity,| i ſpirit, in faith, in ad 
paring; "that I may be able to ſay/to-my:flock, '4s Paxl'to his-*, 7.5727 
liphidhs; Bret hten; be followers together of me; and ta his: Con Cas, 6th 
ranthjonit;] Be followers of mr, as-I ans of | Chriſt 1) audemark;t bins Ti. 
which wak at ye bave me; for #niexample.'; +1. 0) Latigqu 
+Jwic that. though ny labours ſhould provetinfwitful, 7, Nor ro be 
when Im the diſcharge of my truſt am faithful, chit'T may diſcouraged 
pot! be: diſcouraged, knowing that: I. ſhall be. a ſvert ſayouce f9r-want of 
99 60d, a3 well in them thatperiſt,” as in thems ghat are ſaved, lucceſs. 
dndviough \Ifcau! be not gatherex! by me, bus T ſpend my ſtrength Ifa. 6. 19, 
in pain, yet ſrerely my jucgmenit 47 "with. the: Lord, aud: my 
workwith my God. _ Yet, O that {might not be {ent about 
that dreadtul meſſage, to make the hearts of any people ſat," to 
_ ears beavy,. 4nd 0 ſþut. their eyes 3: left they ſhould ſee 
their eyes, and bear with #hcir ears, and underitand with 
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bee þ. their bearts, and convert, and be bealed ; but that I may turn 
"wt WH many finners from- the _crrours_ of theis-ways, ſave-many 
wel, WH fouls from death, and hide a mulcitude of fins. 


I wiſh that as Foab, when he took the City of Rabbab &:To give the 
with Davids ſouldiers, was willing to have. he Grown {er glory of ſuc: 
& tht Kitips head 3 ſo when my Gol Hy enabled mefhy <5 ro God. 
his Spirit to caſt down inaginations, and bigh thingy,” that ex. 
alted themſelves againft the knowledge of him, and to bring into 

Mivity many finners to the obedience of Chriſt; 'that'I may \(ﬆ 

Crown of glory upon the head of Godalone,. and-uct 
kufer the leaſt part of his honour to ſick to my. fingers: ' 
an but the infirument, he is the principal Efficient; 'I am 
but-thepipe, he is: the Spring whence the water of life 
doweth 3.1 do but lay onthe plaiſter, he made theprecious 
lalve of the word, and beſtoweth alſo healing vertue on it. 

Othati might never be © ungrateful ( when hes pleaſed 
tohonour me ) as to difkoriour him by thinking of my (a6 
dove what .is meet, :but that all my ſervices ' may be'as (6 

: G88 many 
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dipupdk. for the rafl of birds | 
ofthis praiſe 7; Sp hs _ 


5-40-my ngs, 
ih. oY RiGion; anake. full proof of my Miniſtery, do the 
Math.» 21, &faithlul Paſtor; left (as they who propheſied in | 
23. . natne, and.amhis name caſt out devils.) I be: caft 1 
* vilsa$a-work& of iniquity, and find that gate of life 
I opzned to others, ſhut againſt my-own ſoul. 'O le} 
- not; as; Porters m great lodge without ty 
whilſt I let bthers into heaven} let it pleaſe thee, O'G 
a totill me with the fruits of thy Spirit, tack - 
x Per; 5. 343» ul ng with knowledge and underſtanding # 
4 by be of them, not by comfiraint, bar... 
tecre, ht of a _ "mind" "nat 13 being & 


gs FIG ne 
ent he = 


away. Amen. 
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yy 47 the Governour thereaf. 


TT is thy duty to exerciſe thy ſelf to godlinels in t 
mily and relations. A Chriſtian muſt not, like the 
pillar-jn;the wildetnels, 'be light on one fide, and 
the qthery/ be diligent i» pne relation, and negligent inw 
other ; bur as a candle ih :a Chryſtal lantern, be 
uite wow it, be holy ia every relation 4 kk 
t 

Rodger, 1 ſhall conſider thee as Governour or Goveni 
of a+ aid hertin dire thee what thou ſhould 
for | diſchatgeof thy truſt in that relation. 
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z ok the Law were to be bend oGod, at Deur $204 4. 
- heir 


, Le fila at My de ouſe, is 0 
mifatio! ;* Bezdga's upo Pg Nel, chan h Ga 


ſetting wp: WR wir gomd faith Mt b on weak. 30, 
ace ) with goig of, as well as feaſt / 
rs of me yide Tile. 


FYooſe to God ( "apo 14,1 
» That to dedicate or "ſandife- an” 48 we 6d 5+ for the 
ern bo frag] Je AL {amiy, and. % 
F convey prion 'of by Bo 
bi chilaren Guts / Mr Le 


is anaturll td firtiple Society ala 


ew ral relatiqn one 10 wy 
ne of one Head, br Chief, "afr; 


mil 5 A 'farniit is the" Epitotne bf a 
Cc <p oooget in a little volume. TE 


,and godly Cons i 
| Families. , a5 a. 
To rep macth'int fimilics': oe | 
Rind ojethr many It ſend hz ſon mto one hi 
into _—_ a (ervant into & third, and ce i 
iſou thoſe e wit! 


Fry che io over. As: 
own'mary, 10 one 

- one godly family on the CW 
one ſtock of Bees ſendeth forth 


arts of the Count ; fo one 
ipjons children 


: to have f Na of heir ow bring 
We, 464 be help eel | 


eat Wnnlhche be 


a Labrog, A ARTE fike thewe 
aleth at ET. the. pious relations in it age 
Fo gh Solomon "was a. Red inn 
it is pn hisſervants: wereal 
godlindds, that their children -five 
yea i were recorded by the Sparit of God, d ; 
the. moſt, aapent in their time for Religion, Ee 
TY godly Governour: of his family, & 00c 
after he was iy * lo great, a, diltance. , Thea beivg 
wane urraia a priva te perſon might be a publick 7 


ol ,al th s well or home. . The way 
Ts X peo bow to our Nurſeries... 

p < pol IRE nearly = 
$bdlinefF thy houſe, as we Bay Hd hart opt with 


he a a 
iftian. 15 like a x 1 


The bird es: Hud Aly | 
chitpeth and tek er Ros, and will be Ge to. 
ſome home to her neſt; A Saint ſhould endeavour tea 
verſion of ap s, that they. may, cat of the bred 
' ſhould have a ſpecial xegard my 
oo ook 10 it nay. feed on Chriſt by faith, 3 
live.” N ughe iheVorers to help one another 
ſwiming 3 jabthr the Cranics flyurg over the Mountain Tax 
when the foremolt is, weary m-beating theair, that the 
ſhould ſticce ed 1G {0.10 nk every one to- labour, 
blety of "Wa; it from other © 


__ Ki on: nor br TY 


my 6s Gith:& the neighbour Villages abopt Rink 
Niuma's time, That ſucking in the air of that City, they breaths 


righ 
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| 7e# Thy family ought'to' be a whol ſome air for 
thers tot: Wohein It is xeported of Andronices the elder, Niceph, 
Whewas Maſter of fuch a tamily as was the ſhop of vert ue, 
a ah pre it was called # yits Favs, The Smn of the Earth, 
ry, who" tor a- time ſojourned in Biſhop Cranmer's Enar. in Hoſ. 
Fe tellcth us, 'that it Was Scholz vel Paleſtra pietatis & Pret, 
14 The School*or Nurſery of piety and learning. The 
. uſes of the primitive. Chriſtans were lictle Chutrches, in 
d of the worſhip and ſervice of God : To the Charch 
in thine houſe; Philem. v. 2. Rom. 16.5. 1 Cor. 16. 9. 
G6 T5- Though many a man'shouſc is fo far from be- 
FE Church and Temple, that it's the devil's: tie and 
Keane, that God may fay tothe 'Malter of the family, as in - 
Rev, 2. 3: Fhyrow where thou dweleft, even where $ atans throne 
«Nay, though they are civil abroad, then they will have 
ſome Tags to cover their naughtinefs, they are fordid at 
home, and diſcover there all their nakedneſs and naſfinels, 
David, on che contrary, what ever ſteps he mighe take awry, 
mdwhatſoever flips he might meet with in his publick 
wilking, would be ſure to look to his feet im his private 
dwelling : I will walk in the midft of my bouſe with a perfet 
teat, untill thou come unto me, Pſal. 101. 2. David was no 
lypocrite, he did not put on his beſt cloathes when he 
went out, and put them off when he came in, bat Purity 
we his livery, as abroad, fo at home, 
© Imitate that pipus Governour, ( who though he had the 
of all the Ifatlites, Civil and Military affairs lying 
vpn his ſhoulders, yet could lay ) I and my honſe will ſerve 
iLord. 
Reader, I ſhall offer two thoughts to quicken thee to this 
neceflary ny and then give thee directions for the man+ 


agement « 
1, Conſider, that Religion i - a family is the way to procure 
God's blifing on thy family. Th by ſemi alone is the h 
ſavih. The Lord bleſſed the bouſe of Obed-Edom for the 
ſay, 2 Sam; 6. 11. If the Ark be in the houſe, that is, Re> 
you; God's there, for the Ark was a type of God's' pre- 
| Ggg 3 lence 3 
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4 novr ; "ae = -I62 cd any comforts when 
"God's company ? 
The Pluloſopher could Gay, Thongh he had fe 
2u his houſe, yet he had the ggds in, his LA 
thou haſt a poor dwelling, yet if godlinels be thereyd 
ſhalt haye God's bleſſing. -Hiapreſence wil —y | 
of thy righteonſneſi proſperous, Fob $, 6g Thou- x 
thy houle, as Facob of Bethel, The Lord is in wing 
none other but the boxſe of God. Baſil 
- countries they draw other Pigeohs to ha Dore 
by anointing one of their Pigeons wi 
ment. . If thy hoaſe be anointed with the ve: of gg | 
will allure the blefſed -Gad to it, and then wn, © 
thou fear, ar what good canſt-thou want ? . It is qbſerale 
the Palladizm.in Troy, that whilſt. that remained among 
them, theix City was (ate. The only way xohave 2, a deſtroy 
ig Angel paſs by thy houſe, is to have the + 
ſprinkled with the blood of wow Chriſt, Thr 
an houſe builded, and by anding it is 
knowledge ſhall the ng wa 6" d op all pln! an 
parahonrny Prov. 24. 3, 4- is true wealth, and 
enjo) it. 1. The true wealth, T by chambers 3 
with alle an 9a and precious riches. teouſnels is the by 
way to riches. 2. The ry db to this, py an hop. 
bilded, and it is eftabliſhed by "nay 
unde godlineſs 1s CIR ABCY, x20 meant 
ſaid, Behold, the fear of the Land, that ic wiſdang, and thy 
om evil is underſt 5 Fob 28. wlt.., This w 
& foundation forany ouſe to ſtand upon. Re 
layeth the foundation, raiſeth the walls, and coverct 
np 03s img ©" aud ill i 


y 36,8 wo hch bleſſing on- thy eſtatt 21Y 
Bidſed is be that feterh the Lord, thas Rong bu 
nam; Srupwiek a the labour of thy ha 
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af 154m bis Fardlly, as Governour thereof.” 


_* the bs. and. it (hall be well with ther, Pſal. 128. x, 2. 
—— penſe children, God will be a God 
after thee, Ger. 17. 7.. Prov, 20. 7. 
+ fare the better for the fap of grace which 
Te will bring a bleſſing on thy name, Prov. 
Holincls will make thy houſe truly honourable ; it 

| ER all thine affairs, In a word, that day 
oh: Religion 45 (ct _ thy houſe, I may ay to is 
it to Zachens , day ſalvation is come to thy 


a.Confider, A family without Religion is a curſed fa- 
- *mily-\- That houle which is not Bethel, an houſe of God, but 
Jnthaven, an houſe of vanity, is Bethany, an houſe of forrow 
and; maſcry. The curſe of the Lard is in'the houſe of the wicked, 
Awog- 33. Whatloever cordials' or comforts, difbes or 
daituies are'there, the arſe of God, like rhe wild gourd, which 
the fons'of the Prophets put into their pottage, will ſpoil 
poiſon all. As a lietle leven, a little of this curſe of God,. 
the whole lump of 'thy family-blefſings. . 7 bove 
ſetthe fooliſh taking 104,” but ſuddenly I curſed bis habitation, 
Jb5.3. The words are not a malcdiQtion from Elipbes's 
ſpirit, but a prediQtion from God's Spirit, as if he 
faid, I was neither malicions againſt bis perſon, nor envious 
- hy profperous condition ;, but bythe heb of the boly Ghoft I fore- 
ſaw bir 4ftratiion, that thaugh bis houſe was built high, yet 
birambolinefl world lay it low. Thou maiſt poſlibly 
thou liveſt without God, yet thou art beyond 
ſie-reach of his rod; thou canſt. mote thy houſe round 
_uinſ the fire of divine fary ; but thy confidence ſhall be rooted 
em, and brimfione (ball be ſcattered on thy ba- 
biezios. God will unkennel all ſuch foxes, and drag them 
totheir deſerved deftruction. When Djackſianthe Perſecu- 
- torxetired from- the Empize to a private life, after he had 
feathered his neſt, fire rained down from heaven and con» 
 fumed his houſe. When Nizepboras Phocas had builta mighty 
wall abouc his Palace for his defence, he hearda voice inthe 
night ſaying, Thoxgh thou bwildeft thy walls as bigh as _ 
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How'« man may exerciſe binſfelf t6 Godlineſ; © 


fin is within, and that will pluckit down, The leproughays 
muſt be pull'd-down, God will have every brick, ftohe;qils 
and piece of timber down. I/here ii the honſe of the. Prins Wh 
and where is the dwelling place of the wicked ? - Fob'z1:4 7 8: 
Atheiſm in thy houſe will bring a «ſe upon thy cal 7 f\ 
Fob 5. 2,3. The works ofthy hands will fare the worlgy WM." 
the wickedneſs of thy heart. On: thy children ( it's lltsl 
related to a Traitor ) diſcaſts, and{o deſtruction" mays 
hereditary. Children may inheritboth their parents-tiths 
and ruine, Fob 5. 4, 5. IJa. 14.20: His ſeed are far 
ſafety, they arc cruſhed. When a wicked tnan pulls dow” 
his houſe uponhis head, many. in it periſh with himz's 
when $Samſan pulled the houſe down upon the Philiftins,lt 
. The curſe: of God will bea moth in thy wardrobe, muy. © 
rain _ arhong 'thy+cattel, mildew in the held;/the: 4 
thy body, wrath to thy ſoul, will indeed make thy houſes 
very hell upon earth. The higheſt family in the world withs 
out godlinels, though never.ſo rich and. ruMfling, is but like 
Golgetha, a place full of trighttul skulls, and -bke a Chutchy * 
yard full of carkaſſes, gilded, rotten, and golden date 
nation. | » 
I ſhall now lay down ſome direQtions how thou nay” 
exerciſe thy felt to godlineſs, as the Governour of a family,” 
Firſt, Be careful whom thou admitteſt into thy family. Att 
thou unmarricd, and to-chuſe an husband or wife ? Dothy' 
occaſions call for a man-ſervant or a maid-ſervant ? Be cards 
ful where thou fixcft; for believe it, not only thy grace wil 
appear ina good choice, but alfo godlineſs will be mud; 
hindered or turthered by thy choice. One ſinner 
much good, Eccleſ. 5. 18. One man may pull down that houſe” 
which .many, with much care, coft and pains did ſetups 
We read, that wicked menhave been the'better for taking! 
godly men into their families, as Laban and Potiphar but” 
we never read that godly .men were ever the better for haw# 
ing wicked perſons in their families; nay, how. much have” 
they been_the worle, and by ſuch been brought ro gia *.. 
wickedneſs! as black corn, they ſmut- and ſully he Wy 
coy. Wl +: 
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WY nt | mi Shall þ houſe be as Noah's Ark, 
> 1n creatures clean and unclean, when God com- 
thee to worlhip him Upr rightly, with, thy whole 
| hy? 1hope, Chriſtin, better things of thee. It was 
itt over Plato $: door, s YNO AT " Tis eioiru, There is 


n may come bither, who is not 2 'Geometer.. Let it be 
ties over thy or Nome may exptd to dwell bere, wha will 
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' res - a (ron Orator, « complaineth f$. Hiez Herome, thet Hicrom. Epiſh 


many uncircumciſed Greeks into the Temple, Tow. 2. 
4 | Condoren Ecelefie ſordibus Ethnicorum, The wn- 
bY od b50k of the Church, with the impure Sentences of Hea- 
i thorr,- Take heed that thou doſt not defile che 

ich of God (for ſych thy houſe ſhould be } with Heathen + 

[ ves in Chriſtian habits. 

"thou" wanteſt a Fife, confider before thou chuſcſt? 
whom thou takelt into thy bed; into thy boſom, 
meeteſt with a yoke-fcllow that will draw as 

mely towards hell, as thou doſt towards heaven. It is 
endred a5 the reaſon, why one of the Kings of Ifae! was fo 
idked, becauſe he had to wiſe. the daughter of Abab. There 

+ $ little work to be done, when the ſecond horſe in _the 
rms always drawing back; The devilcan make uſe of 
Er, todraw thee to undo thy (elf and poſterity : He can 
he uf of the rib ( Gaith the Father, alluding to that part of 

t of which the woman was taken J [1 nytrv head, 


then tell” as, that ev he- mar 
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| its, either 'ofJuſt,..or covecoulh = 
pride, to make the match. When mir do as thol 
God; who ſaw the Jaugbters of men thatthey were ſein 
hp et " lynn el | 
and marr'd TRY 


croſs in this wortd 3 and re Prayet "tha 
emptoy'ſt about it. A good wife is from TY Prov 1941 | 
its God on feb oi anditherefore d0 thou'go to kia 
It. ſaith, That Adatn in that deep ſleep in 
Yah ont of him, wat then praying for a niet. 
And Iz wet forth to pray, 'when he had fent 
a wife, He had need to have-good counſel, who 3 1s ti 
I his conſtane companion. When 7oſb u4 CT, re 4 ; 
God, ow ith the Gibeonzes, and never asKed con &| 
God A were the effeQs of it ! If thoit entrelt ming 
ith/a mai or a maid, (* for I kno not whi 
hogUrt of) and doſt not ask counſel of God, exx Fu f 
confequence of ſuch raſhneſs, Why ſhouldlt thou, + tur 
proverb is, for a little land, take « foot by the __ 
comfort of thy life fora little periſhing wealth, and 
thy whole time on caxth bitter, out of a loye to ack cf 
ure, 
It was the advice of the late Earl of Salirbury, in | ka F 
of Precepts to his ſon, That he ſhould be exceeding. ref. 
whom be matched with, becauſe as in # projedt of War, wha 
Army is foiled by the Enemy, thiy ſeldom recover ; ſo to 
in the: choice of a Wife, is is rſuallyto be undone for ever ; 
mare cauſe there is of ſpecial care, becauſe be that ſeeketh_ ollt 
No, getth to a Lottery, where bt ſhall meet with 4 | 
s for one Prize. by 
i Fon pon Arey to circumfpecion 1 u this 
cicular, not. ith 9 fſcieiitious p 
> fe Wot it | ' habitation.” Ne 
y (lf, thy wife wilt be pA or worlt 66,W 
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© es can have hithy family. Nay, poſſibly, 4nd probably 
© $6 ifthy wite ſhould be wicked, Beaph f (hy art at pre- 
Wethe 2 foind apple, thou maiff quickly be ether, by 
Sat oft that is all over rotten + the trearet the telz- 
*enlict and ſpeedier is the mfedtion; He that could 
wane a Liott to his gloty, was hittfelf ovetcome by 4 
Wart to his fin ard (hathe., The moft perfect than, 4d Mt, 
wget rtiay, Samſon ; the wiſelt man, Solomon ; were 
t by their wives intothe harids of their ſpiricual 
tes. The mec'yft min, Miſes, hearkened fo much to 
Wwike, that it was Ke to have colt him! hisfife. Sortie Ex- 
tors give this reaſon, whiy Satan ſpared Fob's wife, whe 
w his chitdren, not to comfort him, ( fuxely the devil 
Fob {0 well) but to crob him, by ptovoKing hitn 
d : the devil knew, that none was fo fit to pre- 
x poiſonorrs potion with ſucceſs ro Fob, as his Wite; 
wblicever took it, her fair hands muff giver, and het 
with words fiveecen it, Solomon filth, Foe be to bim that it 
ſarely it 15 'alfo wr cr be bod is not lone, but 
#wided wiſt like 2 itt hit boſme. | 
Reader, doſt thou wane a ſervant ? Chooſe for God, not 
billy Rr: let not thy main @uere be, Whether he can do 
Wy work ; bur, Wherher he will ſubmit to God's Word : 
wh che former muſt not be negteRed, yer the Tatter muſt 
" Whrefefred. It may befor advantage fake, thou receiveſt 


Shinker or ſwearm wipes into thy houſe 3 but doltrfioa 


cander that he will be' an Achan, 2 troubler of thy fa- 
W7 -Canſt thou think to do God's work with the de- 
Wen tn AE Gove thy penal” Belg 
mermel ular calli e thy general. des, 
ft tho! how what thou one? Tire tag txkety 
ky chy houſe arr uſher ro' inftru hy children its the 
tk Art of hell: beheve it, thy children will catch fins 
6 bon 25 vermine, from thoſe that are of Satan's ragged 
mt. Thy ſons, and daughters are, like Polpar it 
at rarneth'd the'eo f chat rock, or _ 


Ss which lier nearer” mbre, rRoN 
| Hhh'2 fruſtrated 


__ Hows d taut thay exereiſe bimelfso Godline 
fruſtrated in theend of thy entertaining ſuch - a creantpts. 
they will never be fairbfal to their Maſter, -who-ary. + 
faithful to their Maker, -Conftantins, the father, of fines. 
Conſtantine, out, "That all fach"as would: not: dan 
faith, houkibe deprived of their honourand officesz.z 
upon ſeveral forfook+the Faith, others ſtuck cloſe 
Truth. Whereupon the Emperour, when he had. © 
vered thoſe halting hypocritical perſons, turned than. 
out of their places, ſaying,"That they who were falſs 6 Gut 
would never be faithſul'ta-man. Fo a little queſtion hay 
licy in the premiſes, but.his -picty in tne coocluſronis as 

_ of queſtion; for they who-will rob God of .his« glary;; 

( if opportunity ferve;). rob nien of their goods. andy 
r 


name too; It is-recarded to the credit of 
that ſhe would ſuffer no Lady:to approach. her pre 
whoſe diſhoneſty ſhe had the leaſt ſuſpition. Friend, 
and follow the man after God'sown heart, Mine ver: 
_ the faithful im the land, that they may dwell with me; hh 
that walketh in a perfelt} way, be ſhall ſerve me. He thas my 
deceit ſhall not devell within my houſe, he that ts 
n0t tarry 31 my fight, Pſak 101. 6,7. ' 4. __ 
| As thou wauldſt have God's. company m thy family 
not entertain his enemies into thy family, hat conmunta 
bath God with Belial ? As thou wouldit make Religions 
buſineſs, avoid-thofe guznch-coals, thoſe hindereus if 
linefs. Bid the workgrs of iniquity depart, if thou mauldif'ha 
commandments fly 
Secondly, boly perfor 


Bed 2.” go, 1 pray thee, 
jr. ad Ce: hath s ſactifice in the City, Gaith David to: F 
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ah 


her Ei rang ym — 


oY « © uſt, and mourn every ſumily apart, Zach. 2:10, It 
te nc of Hierom «to a. pious Matron , So.: take 

houſe, as alway to allow liberty and time to 

"The Gorernaur, hach-the cure of the, fouls,”as 

ow, 5 bodies in his family and if he mind their 

man; and-negleReth their inward, he: is but,.a 

humane ſhape, for: beaſts feed the bodics of their 


Fi School firgerh young-men for che Univezlity, ſo 
mances. in private,prepare ſervants and children 
them to profit by.the Ordinances, of God ;in 
| "A foundation well laid bythe. Maiter ofa family, 
"W” RN p 9. the > Cob Were: he goeth..to rear 
| dent I am, our rag would 


tink nher ready hewn to;his hand, hath a great. £ uxacale in 
an houſe, :of him that. muſt 11, bark, ſcaſon and 
Ihr 


It is na. wonder that an apprentice. is. ſo 

c to. his work, and {o, þungling.. at ie, when he is 

| 3 ol y- unacquainted withit, and a ſtranger to it; - If chil- 

Sand fcrvants were accuſtomed to religious exerciles at 

HH wo > Sermons would. not be fo tedious, fior Sabbaths fo | 
efome to them as they, are. 

| + ordinary duties in, familics arc prayer, reading the 

t me + with mliruQing chuldren and ſ{cryants out oft, and 

: 
piha 


Me 'F, Bo” CI onnilies. It is Gid of Biſhop Uſher, , 
'-S | family, prayer tour times a day,.Jat fix in the 2 
Y i es nm ah aids dupe and, peer 

| KCwr | id hae Be ben, 3 Lomk fe dt: 
6 ors, . to bleſs God with his family, aud to 
{7 his amily,. . Heſter prayed and faſted 
Fojrrrma Heſt. 4-116, The holy Ghoſt enjoyneth 
nd 'and wifc to dipell rogetber 2d ir wh of the grace 
£ «that their prayers bu not-þindred,” 3 Put, 3. 7... Our 
Kſed Saviour. is.tob IO he. prayed. wa 


2 "rs enalng Ty FRO Gouling 

his fa iſe wer came 1paſt as he wil ,; b:] 

is Maio odds. wet + rs; 4 F 

alone, not ferreth, exclu al foriety, privatay® 

Foo eneoeh fimily” -Our houſes areGad's bf 

and in God's houf© there wilt every day bet morning 

evening (acrifice. ' T will that wen pray every whive, tare 

in private aswedlt as infeeret and-tnt panes; 1 The: 2h 

Familics need direQtion m the day, and protect 

night;/and trbly eicherof thin $8 worth a! prayer. 'T 

4 miuftbe pardoned, thy fztnily wants many 

pee: and if they do not deſerve a prayer, they de 
mp Horf.s knee! befhe they lic down at night, ar 


ak a ofbees! bo ed uy hole bom | 
ich chat wil toe kinly Frpplics, 2nd: ble 
for farmly mercies, may be branded for u >odly 1 
ungratefulwretches, Praycrand raffe are like the ful 
motor of the langs 3 what 'we' fack'-in by p -trtion, i 7 
be nt fn hy we gr withoar Fg | 
cannot ive areth atf | 
ro wy et aki prayer, ek Fr: haſt no” guide 
guard: Origen going once to comfort a Martyr, was't 
apprehended and conftratned either to have his | 
by a Blackamore, or to offer to the Tot; w 
did,'byr bewailing it; faith, Tim out that phos 
ger, which I know war the of that evil.” © '. IG 
It's ſaid of the Egyprians, that there. was a great & 1% 
midnight; for in every there was onettd. "as. 
there not dead fouls fn thy family, children and Citvar "ts < 
rnroren trefpaſſts, and Cs Se 102 
to God there ? Lnuiff'telfthee, Zr 
vm houfe, for rhou inch al 
difeaſed foulsin it, and gt (6 muth'as Ld hewmeg 
nr OO name ns = and if 


Tov ae) he! Woh, | 
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buy: they ſlarve and "N naked: in their ſouls, 

Qaly hercin_ they di that. they cannot; be 
"IT'S houſes atſo cheap arate, but muſt exp;&t 
becauſe the , ar againſt a clearer light.. Many 

hes arc the piQure of hell,” one may hear twenty oaths 
e prayer 3 the Maſter will often curſe, but ſeldom or 
ty efs his family 3 he loveth curſi - ſoit. will come to 
it, an a5 he delighted not in bleſſing, to it will betar from 
-£ 


Do thou canſt not pray. 'Had the father of ſpirits 
rs, children ? Eyery-beggar beggar at thy door, who is 
with hunger, will tell thee, thac (cnſe of muſery will 

Bo c cobe earnci} for mercy. It thou wet 

- whghanges, thou wouldit uot want. plead, 

xd "ro eterna death, to-which thoy art }:able, is far 
x and if gyes-God make thee ſenſible 
= \ am ou art mong grer ) cad te wilt 

w him with prayers aft Karr Or grace lite. 
| be by affections in prayer, if right, will, abundantly; make 


git 
want of c ONS. wy 7 YETI ter than 
Though thou haſt not the gift ot prayer, yet 


- at in praycr, all willbe well. , « 
iy much in ſecret, and.thou wile guickly learni$o pray 
Wn private. uk at any trade will make.men promptaud 
* + uſe x form out. of a book, chan, omit, the duty. 
who cannot dreſs, their meat themſelves, mult be 
brbolden to their neighbours todo it for them.;. ſer upon 
«itpreſently, it is thy honour, thy priviledge , and ule 
till thou art able to: go alone :, only do not con- 
rar thy (elf with chem, ( alas, -who ever, was proud. of 
J but labour to gain knowledge in ſparityal chungs, by 
ſecret "hes and. conference, chat thou mailt 


hem awa 
* - word of Ged rogag m_ i th ſam and thy bouſ- 
' freded there. AS Ftp \tO, acquajnt 
oc thy ner an 4 f> by rea ja —_ 


cn 
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i —— red y duty is- to acquaint thy farr ly 
God's will. © adly. RY ve th 2a Srcadat al 
able condition; "hy hHoutbo ef e'word 
* and thereby tn rheſpndors of death; The o 
"Len; andibe low Heh, Prov. 6. 23. Alas, how can 
vants'or'children do their heavenly Matters ſi ye 
work, when" they are wholly ignorant of his wil 
weeds" of; fin "gro ow of themſelves, but the ground; maj 
ploughed,” RP harrowed, and watercd; bel 


"—__  eerhwill reds 
God expeReth that hon ſhouldſt be both a ro 
up ſacrifice for, and @ Prophet to.inftru& and nd teach 


mily, A good women is like gut | 
had” ſoghr B two K. ron, 0 
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, arc as Wc, which 1 is 
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of ir hills'in manner | 4 
Hierom tounſelled Lets, Let children daily gize 


ſome' ount of ſome choice flowers gathered: 0 col 
Bible! Teach thy" children to 'retnerber their Creator + 
ind ems 7a It is too late to ſeaſon fleſh wy. 
it crawleth with wotms; do ittherefore betimes. 'B 
Rider tead- and expounded the P/alm 101. ( which tray 
of the good government of families ' often to his h ou by 
| andhiredthem with mony to leary it. * 
 Abrgham htd'lerters reſtjmonialFror hive AO 
eerity, and the-favour to be- trulted 
God's ſecrets, becauſe of bis faithfulnefs in op 
And the Lord'ſaid, Shall I bide ftom Mhrobew « the th | 
which 1 do 2 Be few bins the draborgro Fg bil | 
recs corner dre rp - a bow 
Lond, Ga". 7, 19: how ren Ava 
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"Wii 9 Þ2MHY 2s the Coutrtoite rhoref, [SS 
"therein Figlond 7 Many texch theit Fardilics the works of | 
pl, but ew tedch-chem the way.of the Lords tnany 
pthc Io ences, Prune their plants, break their horſes,trainthew 
koyta achiheiridops, yet never inftriifticheir children. 
4, T1 : W, © | . 
bind) toolider che-worthiof thy children and Ie vanes 
pk mt the weight of theic everlaſting eftatts;, and how 
 Medifh of ignorante. they malt ynavoidablyftumble into 
- BL if for the Bords fake deperforatet tolmiruttchem 
| ie dWIcd&e of thethic Godard Jeſus Chiittytiom 
habe, 76% 12's? Naturgifis teÞds thar/Becs carty 
mil ghavel wm! their feet co'\poile their bodits-as they fly 
ſtormy /Winds.'" K 'theu wouldfnot have thy lutle 
* blown away, with the- winds of tempration, dothou 
nd poi: tan with "the principles of che Oracles of 
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